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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PANEL ON PLANNING, LANDS AND WORKS 

 

PWP Item No. 719CL – Kai Tak development – engineering review 
and 

PWP Item No. 711CL – Kai Tak development – advance infrastructure 
works for developments at the southern part of the former runway 

 
 
 
PURPOSE 
 
 This paper briefs Members on the proposed Engineering 
Review for Kai Tak development (KTD) and the detailed design for the 
advance infrastructure works for the proposed developments1 at the southern 
part of the former runway in Kai Tak. 
 
 
PROJECT SCOPE AND NATURE 
 
2. We propose to carry out an Engineering Review under 719CL 
comprising – 
 

(a) a detailed engineering feasibility study for the KTD (the 
Feasibility Study); 

 
(b) preliminary preparatory work to allow for the early 

development of the cruise terminal in Kai Tak; and 
 
(c) associated site investigation and supervision. 

 

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
1  The southern part of the former runway in Kai Tak is earmarked on the Preliminary Outline 

Development Plan for developments such as cruise terminal, tourism node, hotels, residential 
developments and runway park.  
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3. The main purpose of the Feasibility Study is to confirm the 
detailed engineering feasibility of the revised Preliminary Outline 
Development Plan (PODP) and to produce a Recommended Outline 
Development Plan (RODP) for the future developments in Kai Tak.  Under 
the Feasibility Study, we will carry out studies for KTD covering aspects of 
transport and traffic, marine, drainage and sewerage, water supply, 
environmental, landscaping, costing and implementation.  The findings of 
the Feasibility Study will be used to produce the RODP and the associated 
detailed layout plans, urban design plans, master landscape plans, together 
with the preliminary design for engineering works packages, their cost 
estimates and implementation programmes.  We will also carry out, as part 
of the Feasibility Study, relevant statutory procedures for advance works 
packages such as the infrastructure for the committed public housing sites2 
and a government office building in the former north apron of Kai Tak. 
 

4. The preliminary preparatory work in relation of the cruise 
terminal will facilitate the early formulation of technical requirements for 
the development such as structural strength of the berths and maintenance 
programmes and its associated marine works, as well as the satisfactory 
completion of Environmental Impact Assessment and relevant statutory 
procedures for the marine works.  
 

5. The revised PODP for KTD, showing also the likely extent of 
the marine works associated with the development of the cruise terminal, is 
at Enclosure 1. 
 
6. We also propose to carry out detailed design, site investigation 
and supervision, preparation of tender documents and assessment of tenders 
for the advance infrastructure works under 711CL below – 
 

(a) construction of a dual 2-lane district distributor including 
associated pedestrian deck; 

 
(b) provision of sewage pumping station and rising mains; 

 
(c) improvements to related existing bridge, roads and junctions; 
 
(d) construction of associated local roads, transport facilities, 

drainage, sewerage, watermains and landscaping works; 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
2
  The two committed public housing sites are planned to be completed in phases, starting from 2012/13 

the earliest. 
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(e) relocation and reprovisioning of existing facilities including the 

Marine Vessel Traffic Services radar and fireboat berthing 
facilities; and 

 
(f) an environmental monitoring and audit work for works 

mentioned in sub-paragraphs (a) to (e) above. 
 
All these serve the proposed developments at the southern part of the former 
runway in Kai Tak. 
 
7. The advance infrastructure works, for which site investigation 
and detailed design are to be carried out, are shown on the plan at 
Enclosure 2.  Alignments of the roads may be adjusted in the course of 
detailed design having regard to findings of the Engineering Review 
including outcomes of the associated environmental impact assessments. 
 
8. We plan to commence the Engineering Review in early 2007 
for completion in 2009.  We also plan to carry out the detailed design of the 
advance infrastructure works in conjunction with the Engineering Review, 
with a view to commencing the construction works in 2009. 
 
 
JUSTIFICATION 
 
9. Arising from the Court of Final Appeal’s judgement with 
regard to harbour reclamation, the Administration decided to conduct a 
comprehensive review, comprising a Planning Review and an Engineering 
Review, on KTD (formerly known as “South East Kowloon development”) 
based on a no-reclamation scenario as a starting point. 
 
10. The revised PODP prepared under the Planning Review was 
released in October 2006.  The broad scope and requirements of the 
infrastructure for the proposed developments at Kai Tak have been defined 
and assessed under the Planning Review.  
 
11. Amendments to the statutory Outline Zoning Plans (OZPs) 
would be made on the basis of the revised PODP, which was submitted to 
the Town Planning Board (TPB) for consideration at its meeting on 23 
October 2006.  Subject to TPB’s agreement, amendments to the OZPs 
would be exhibited for public inspection under the Town Planning 
Ordinance.  
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12. During various stages of the public participation process 
conducted under the Planning Review, the general public aspiration is in 
favour of the early implementation of the KTD.  We therefore need to carry 
out as soon as possible the Feasibility Study on the recommendations of the 
revised PODP to realize the full development potential of the vacant land at 
Kai Tak and its benefits to the hinterland.  The outcome of the Feasibility 
Study will enable us to earmark resources and plan the implementation of 
the development. 
 
13. According to studies conducted by the Tourism Commission, 
taking into account different growth scenarios, Hong Kong will require an 
additional berth between 2009 and 2015, and one to two further berths 
beyond 2015 to sustain its development as a regional cruise hub.  The public, 
in general, supports the development of the cruise terminal at Kai Tak.  
With the preliminary preparatory work, we can secure early development of 
the cruise terminal in Kai Tak. 
 
14. We also need to carry out the detailed design of the advance 
infrastructure works as soon as possible in order to commence in 2009 the 
infrastructure construction for the proposed developments at the southern 
part of the former runway, with a view to completing the infrastructural 
works in time to serve these developments, in particular, the cruise terminal. 
 
15. Due to insufficient in-house resources, we propose to engage 
consultants to carry out the Engineering Review and the detailed design for 
the advance infrastructure works, including preparation of tender documents 
and assessment of tenders, and to supervise the associated site investigation 
works. 
 

 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 
16. The Planning Review has adopted an extensive public 
participatory approach3.   During the process, the general public and the 
relevant District Councils have urged for the early implementation of the 
KTD. 
 

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
3  The Stage 1 Public Participation to engage the public on the community vision on Kai Tak was 

completed in November 2004.  The Stage 2 Public Participation to gauge the public views on the 
Outline Concept Plans was completed in January 2006.  The Stage 3 Public Participation on the draft 
PODP was completed in August 2006.  
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17. The planned developments at the southern part of the former 
runway, including the development of a cruise terminal, and the required 
infrastructure have undergone the above mentioned public participatory 
process.  In general, the public supports the development of the cruise 
terminal and tourism node in the southern part of the former runway in Kai 
Tak.  The industry also urges for early development of the cruise terminal. 
 
18. The background information, the outcome of the public 
participation and the revised PODP of the Kai Tak Planning Review have 
been provided in another paper entitled “Kai Tak Planning Review – 
Revised Preliminary Outline Development Plan” submitted to the Panel for 
this same meeting. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
19. The proposed consultancy and site investigation will not have 
environmental implications.  However, the scale of the development 
covered by the proposed consultancy requires an EIA study under the EIA 
Ordinance for the whole KTD, which is a Designated Project under 
Schedule 3 of the EIA Ordinance.  Also, the decommissioning of the former 
Kai Tak Airport south apron and runway and associated facilities, the 
marine works associated with the cruise terminal development as well as the 
proposed dual 2-lane district distributor and sewage pumping stations under 
the advance infrastructure works are all designated projects under Schedule 
2 of the EIA Ordinance and require Environmental Permits prior to their 
construction and operation.  We will carry out the necessary EIA in 
conjunction with the Engineering Review and the detailed design to assess 
the environmental acceptability of the proposals and where necessary, 
formulate appropriate mitigation measures. 
 
20. The proposed site investigation works and consultancy will 
only generate minimal quantity of construction and demolition (C&D) 
materials.  We will require the consultants to plan and design the works to 
minimize the generation of C&D materials, and to reuse / recycle C&D 
materials as much as possible in the future construction works. 
 
 
LAND ACQUISITION 
 
21. The proposed site investigation works and consultancy will not 
require land acquisition. 
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WAY FORWARD 
 
22. We plan to seek the Public Works Sub-committee’s 
endorsement for upgrading the works under 719CL and 711CL mentioned 
in paragraphs 2 to 6 above to Category A, at estimated costs of $87.2 
million and $37.6 million respectively in money-of-the-day prices, on 22 
November 2006. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT 
 
Enclosure 1 – Plan No. KZ 446 
Enclosure 2 – Plan No. KZ 448 
 
 
 
Housing, Planning and Lands Bureau 
Civil Engineering and Development Department 
October 2006 
 






