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Supplementary information 
 
 

 
(1) Information on the consultation with property developers on the 

draft revised Design Manual during the six-month consultation 
period. 

 
On 20 January 2006, Buildings Department wrote to the Real Estate 
Developers Association of Hong Kong (REDA) inviting comments 
on the draft revised Design Manual. REDA replied with comments 
on 29 March 2006. Copies of the correspondence are attached in 
Appendices I and II. 
 

(2) Information on the consultant’s reports relating to overseas 
practices in providing barrier-free access for PWDs. 
 
Five countries selected for review regarding the provisions of 
barrier-free access include Australia, United Kingdom (England and 
Wales), United States, Norway and Japan. The consultant’s findings, 
extracted from his Review and Research Report (Appendix III) and 
Rationalized Requirement Report (Appendix IV) attached, are 
summarized below: 

 
 In the aforementioned overseas countries, the provision of tactile 

guide path in private buildings is for the following situation on a 
voluntary basis only: 

 
(a) where traditional guidance given by a standard footway 

between the property line and carriageway does not exist, 
e.g. in a pedestrian precinct; 

(b) where pedestrians need to be guided around 
obstacles/hazardous environment; 

(c) where a number of visually impaired persons need to find a 
specific location; and 

(d) in transport terminals to guide visually impaired persons 
between facilities. 
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 While the minimum illumination recommended by the Lighting 
Industry Federation Handbook, the Chartered Institution of 
Building Services Engineer (CIBSE) Lighting Design Guide and 
the views of Illuminating Engineering Society (IES) is mostly 
100 lux, except for restroom, church and bed head in hospital, 
CIBSE recommended that 50 to 80 lux would be adequate if no 
detailed activities are to be carried out in public areas.  
According to the consultant’s findings, the above minimum 
illumination standards have not been made mandatory in the five 
countries selected for the review. 

 
































