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Press Releases

Statement by CE on Constitutional Development (with photos/video)

AAAXAXAAAAXAXAXAAAAXAAXAXAAXA XXX XAXAXX%

Following is a statement by the Chief Executive, Mr Donald
Tsang, on Constitutional Development today (December 12):

My dear fellow citizens,

Earlier today, the Hong Kong SAR Government submitted to
the Standing Committee of the National People"s Congress a
report on the outcome of the public consultation on the Green
Paper on Constitutional Development. In the report, 1 have
stated that the community generally expects the electoral system
of the HKSAR to be further democratised. The community also
seeks to attain universal suffrage as early as possible in
accordance with the Basic Law. 1 have urged the Standing
Committee of the National People®s Congress to allow us to amend
the methods for selecting the Chief Executive and for forming
the Legislative Council in 2012.

The HKSAR Government has consolidated the views gathered
during the public consultation on constitutional development,
and reflected on the setback of the political reform package in
2005. This has made me realise that attaining universal suffrage
for Hong Kong will not be plain sailing. We must all remain
resolute, whille keeping an open mind to seek common ground and
accommodate differences. Only by doing so can we, step by step,
forge a consensus on universal suffrage.

In the report submitted to the Standing Committee of the
National People®s Congress, | have summarised the public views
into four points.

First, there is general expectation within the community
that the electoral system of the HKSAR can be further
democratised and that the ultimate aim of universal suffrage can
be attained as early as possible in accordance with the Basic
Law. The community generally hopes that the universal suffrage
timetable can be determined early, so we can set the course for
Hong Kong®s constitutional development.

Second, opinion polls have shown that implementing
universal suffrage for the Chief Executive election first in
2012 is the expectation of more than half of the public. This
expectation should be taken seriously, and given consideration.
At the same time, implementing universal suffrage for the Chief
Executive election first, by no later than 2017, would stand a
better chance of being accepted by the majority in our community.

Third, although there are still diverse views within the
community on the models for implementing universal suffrage for
the Chief Executive election, a consensus has begun to emerge on
implementing universal suffrage for the Chief Executive first,
to be followed by universal suffrage for the Legislative Council
election.

Finally, views are still very diverse on the models for

forming the Legislative Council by universal suffrage and how to
deal with the functional constituencies. However, setting a

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/200712/12/P200712120141 _print.htm 2007/12/13
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timetable for implementing universal suffrage can help to
ultimately resolve the issues involved.

Fellow citizens, 1 fully appreciate that changes to our
political system will affect each and every one of us. So, my
report not only faithfully reflects the community®"s views on
universal suffrage; it also states the fact that the community”s
views have become more mature and that we have greater
confidence in forging consensus, even though after extensive
discussions there are still different proposals on the specific
models for attaining universal suffrage.

I believe that we are writing a critical chapter in Hong
Kong®s constitutional history. This will be a major challenge to
our wisdom and resolve. | sincerely hope that all of us can work
together in a calm, rational, pragmatic and responsible manner
to forge a consensus for attaining universal suffrage as early
as possible.

While 1 do not underestimate the difficulty of this task, 1

have every confidence in the people of Hong Kong. Together, we
will find the solutions, and we will accomplish our mission.

Ends/Wednesday, December 12, 2007
Issued at HKT 12:34

NNNN
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Following is the transcript (English portion) of the
question-and-answer session at a press conference on the report
on Hong Kong"s Constitutional Development by the Chief
Executive to the Standing Committee of the National People~®s
Congress today (December 12):

Reporter: It appears, looking at this report, that you have
basically just tossed the ball into Beijing"s court. You only
need to amend 2012 rules if there®"s a need to change them in
2012 and the trigger is for the NPCSC to determine whether
there"s a need. Looking at this whole report, it seems you are
inviting the NPCSC to give you a timetable focussing on 2017
and after, and effectively requesting them to take 2012 off the
calendar. Is that your intention?

Chief Secretary for Administration: Our intention is to
honestly reflect what the whole consultation exercise has
gathered in terms of views from the public, from the
Legislative Council, from District Councils, from various
groups and organisations and including many individuals, and we
are doing exactly that. We are reflecting the views we gathered
during the consultation exercise and it Is very apparent that
the community would like to get a timetable as soon as
possible. 1 hear numbers all the time. I hear numbers 2012,
2017, 2016, 2020. 1 mean numbers have been flying around for
many months, so we are merely reflecting the views of the
public accurately.

Reporter: In the report it says while there have been a diverse
range of views in the community and the legislature which
hasn"t enabled you to come up with a mainstream view at this
stage. But you say that setting the timetable for implementing
universal suffrage for the Chief Executive and Legco can help
actually promote the ultimate resolution of the issues
involved. 1 just want to ask you to clarify that comment. Is it
a suggestion to the NPCSC that in coming back to Hong Kong on
this matter, they should not just confirm whether or not an
amendment should be made, but also come up with a concrete
timetable on the matter which would facilitate things back in
Hong Kong when the matter reaches that stage. Do you think that
2017 is the latest possible time that the NPCSC should perhaps
suggest the universal suffrage take place?

Chief Secretary for Administration: When we do these press
conferences we have a rule that we answer only one question so
that will give everyone a fair chance of asking questions.
Which one of yours would you like me to answer? The first one?

Actually the answer is the same one I gave RTHK a few
minutes ago. All we are doing is accurately reflecting the
views of the people we gathered during the consultation
exercise. In those three months we spoke to a very wide and
diverse group of people, whether it"s District Councils,
Legislative Council, whether it"s functional constituencies,

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/200712/12/P200712120260.htm
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organisations, trade, labour unions, etc, etc. One of the views
that we have gathered is that people are very keen on setting a
timetable. They feel that it is important to set a timetable iIn
order for universal suffrage of both the Legislative Council
and the Chief Executive, so that"s all we are reflecting. We
are accurately reflecting the views we gathered during the
consultation exercise.

Reporter: Can you promise the people of Hong Kong that Hong
Kong will have double universal suffrage before 20177?

Chief Secretary for Administration: 1 can promise that we will
achieve the aim of universal suffrage as promised to us in the
Basic Law. It is written In the Basic Law itself. As far as the
timing is concerned, it is something that has yet to be
decided. I think the community does not have a consensus on
what is the best timing, although half the community believe
2012 is the best timing. Realistically, we do not have enough
votes in Legco currently for us to pass 2012 and that"s why the
Chief Executive said in his report he believes that 2017
attaining universal suffrage for the Chief Executive first,
preceding the Legislative Council, has a greater chance of
being accepted by the community. I hope people will agree that
is a true reflection of the views of the public.

Reporter: This report mentions making changes to the way the
Chief Executive is elected but it doesn™"t say at all what those
changes should be. Because you tell us what the government
proposal is for what the changes are and, sort of, what meaning
would it have for the NPCSC to approve making changes without
knowing what changes they"re endorsing or rejecting.

Chief Secretary for Administration: According to NPCSC"s
interpretation on the 6th of April 2004 it says very
specifically that the CE must make a report to the NPCSC for
them to determine that the electoral methods for forming the
Legislative Council and for the Chief Executive in 2012 can be
changed. So therefore this is the first step and we have taken
that first step to ask for approval. But of course at the same
time, since we have conducted a three-month consultation on the
constitutional development, it is appropriate for us to submit
that report of that consultation to the NPCSC so that they can
consider the CE"s report in the context of what the community
have reflected during those three months of consultation. As
far as any specific proposal is concerned, actually in the
consultation itself, we laid it out into several main
questions - the formulation of the Legislative Council with
timing and methods and the election method for the Chief
Executive, again with timing and how. So therefore really what
we are doing is accurately reflecting the views of the public
in making that report.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript)
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