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HONG KONG BAR ASSOCIATION

Secretariat: LG2 Floor. High Court. 38 Queensway, Hong Kong
DX-180053 Queensway 1 E-mail: info@hkba.org  Website: www.hkba.org
Telephone: 2869 0210 Fax: 2869 0189

5 February 2008
By fax 2869-6794 and by hand

Ms. Guy Yip

for Clerk to Bills Committee

Bills Committee on Buildings (Amendment) Bill
Legislative Council

Legislative Council Building, 8 Jackson Road
Hong Kong,

Dear é?«»

Your letter dated 27 December 2007 refers.

Bills Committee on Buildings {Amendment) Bill 2007

The Bar Association has considered the Buildings (Amendment) Bill 2007 and wishes to put
forward the following comments:

1. The objectives and justifications for the proposed amendments are worthy of support. A
building authority waming notice registered with the Land Registry in respect of
unauthorized work of 4 minor nature or the presence of such unauthorized work itself may
give rise to unmeritorious and wasteful disputes in a sale and purchase situation.

2. The proposed validation scheme in clause 26 deserves careful consideration. The building or
building works to be covered under the proposed scheme are not yet particularized, as they
are to be prescribed by regulations. The Bills Committee should call for draft regulations.
The Bills Committee should alse question the Administration on the implications of such a
scheme on likelihood of enforcement action to be taken against building or building works
that fall outside the proposed scheme. To what extent the enactment of the proposed scheme
affects the Court’s evaluation of enforcement risk to found a blot on title in litigation
resolving a dispute between the vender and the purchaser of a property is a matter of
concern,

EHRABEWMOE

EREHE T 1/ AR

Chairman £/ : Council Members #fTRR&EH

Mr. Rimsky Yuen, S.C. A Ealn Mr. Gary Plowman, 8.C. (ot 57y Mr. Norman Hui i s
Vice Chairmen E[EFE : Mr. Peter Duncan, .. B 5L Ms. Audrey Campbell-Motfat -4 B#f
Mr. Robert Whitchead, S.C. fEif# Mr. Ashley Burns, $.C. o Mr. Edwin Choy LR
Mr. Paul Shich, 5.C. 2k Mr. Leo Remedios FERE |- Mr. Jonathan (hang EHRE
Hon. !?‘ecrctary &.'I'rcasurer Mr. Anthony Ismail patlil Ms. Flaine Liu ES R
2 B R M Antbony ¥ - Hlaine L g
Mr. Keith K 11 Yeung i r. Michaci Liu BRI T Ms. (dngy L =
Deputy Hon, Secretary Mr.PY Lo i Mr. Jenkin Suen

Bl tne : Mz, Frederick Chan BhEE T Mz, Robin Egerton

Mr. Stewart Wong &y Mr. Giles Surman aRi T Mr. Dennis Kwok SR B

f.‘l

]
Administrator {7TEEEE - Me. Sanjay Sakhrani :
Ms, Dova Chan Bl Mr. Gary Soo




HONG KONG BAR ASSOCIATION

3. The proposed expanded list of exempted building works might be a matter of concern but it
seems that the proposed expansion is reascnable.

1 hope that these comments would assist the Bills Committee’s deliberations notwithstanding that
they are not provided within the time frame suggested.

Yours Sincerely,

Chairman
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