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Development of mediation services

The purpose of this paper is to set out receme¢ldpments on the
topic of mediation.

The mediation conference

2. At the meeting of the LegCo Panel on Admintistra of Justice
and Legal Services on 22 October 2007, Members ‘\beiefed that the
Administration would organise a mediation confeeenmc November 2007. We
are pleased to inform Members that a two-day cenfeg named “Mediation in
Hong Kong: the Way Forward” was successfully hetd3® November and
1 December 2007.This conference was jointly organised by the Depant of
Justice, the Judiciary and other stakeholders m field.' During this
conference, mediation experts from other jurisdiddi including Australia and
Canada and local mediation experts from a wide gasfgsectors shared with
participants their experiences and insights. TheiClustice, the Secretary for
Justice and the Secretary for Home Affairs alsoreskkd the conference.
Day 1 of the conference was dedicated to the dssmos of the initiatives taken
by the public sector and private sector in the mion and facilitation of
mediation, with overseas speakers sharing theiergquce that they had gained
over the years in their respective jurisdiction®n Day 2, the theme of the
conference was community mediation with reviews disgussions of the use
of mediation to resolve building management disputabour disputes and
family disputes in Hong Kong.

1 The other joint organisers of the conferencetlaeeUniversity of Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Inteinagl
Arbitration Centre, the Hong Kong Mediation Councihe Hong Kong Mediation Centre, the Bar
Association and the Law Society.



The Working Group on M ediation

3. Following the Chief Executive’s announcement develop
mediation services in Hong Kong in the 2007 Pollmdress, a cross-sector
Working Group on Mediation (“Working Group”) hasdmeestablished by the
Administration to review the current developmentnoédiation in Hong Kong
and to make recommendations on how mediation camdye effectively and
extensively used to resolve disputes. The termeefefrence of the Working
Group are set out &nnex A.

4. The Working Group is chaired by the Secretany Justice, and
comprises representatives from the Department sficdy the Judiciary, the
Legal Aid Department, the Bar Association, the L8aciety, the three local
law schools, the relevant mediation bodies and imdependent members.
A membership list of the Working Group isfAtinex B.

5. The first meeting of the Working Group was hielérebruary 2008.
It was decided that three Sub-groups would be fdrtoeassist the work of the

Working Group.

Sub-groups under the Working Group on M ediation

6. Following the decision of the Working Groupreé Sub-groups
were formed in April 2008. They are the Public Eation and Publicity Sub-
group, the Accreditation and Training Sub-group atite Regulatory
Framework Sub-group, respectively led by Mr FrechKd the Hong Kong
International Arbitration Centre, Mr Lester HuaRgesident of the Law Society,
and Mr Rimsky Yuen SC, Chairman of the Bar Assommt These Sub-groups
will consider and make findings on specific iss@ssigned to them by the
Working Group.

Department of Justice

June 2008



Annex A

Working Group on Mediation

Terms of reference

The terms of reference of the Working Group are:

(@) to review the current development of mediation anavision of
mediation services in Hong Kong;

(b) to make recommendations, taking into account oasrs@d Hong
Kong experience in mediation, on ways to :

(i) facilitate and encourage a wider use of mediatroidong
Kong and, where appropriate, to introduce piloteseés for
selected types of disputes or cases, with or witktaments
of compulsion;

(i)  ensure the quality and standard of mediators;
(c) to conduct, or to engage experts to conduct, sugbies as
reasonably incidental to the matters mentione@jra(id (b) above;

and

(d) to co-ordinate with the Chief Justice’s Working tiyam Mediation
for the purpose of carrying out the above work.
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