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Views from the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers
on proposal to facilitate priva;te development

General

1. The Hong Kong Institution of Engineers (HKIE) refers to the Government’s
proposal to lower the compulsory land sale threshold under the Land (Compulsory Sale
for Redevelopment) Ordinance (LCSRO) from 90% to 80% for a lot with “all units but
one” acquired; or a lot with all building(s) aged 40 dr above.

2, The Institution concurs the general objective of the proposal to provide a better
living environment in the community. We agree that buildings which are poorly
dilapidated (usually over 40 years) and not well maintained, especially those without
sanitary facilities, should be considered to be redeveloped, which would improve the
living environment and benefit the community.

3. Nevertheless, in view of the environmentally unfriendliness of redevelopment
due to demolition and reconstruction works, we récommend Government to consider
sustainable and viable engineering option of refurbishing, repairing and revitalisation of
old buildings which are still in admissible condition.

Social Security

4, We opine that social security must be of top priority to protect the right of
private owners. We suggest the Administration to provide proper re-housing measures
for the poor and would like to emphasise that no hardship should be imposed onto the
poor who are affected by the scheme.

5. With the proposed lowering of land sale threshold from 90% to 80%, we doubt
the existing legal provision cannot protect individual property rights. In this light,
sufficient public hearing, tribunal and appeal mechanism, and other effective legal
provisions should be put in place to safeguard the rights of all individual owners.

Proposed Classes of Lots
() ALotwith “All Units But One” Acquired

6. In striking a careful and fine balance between facilitating private efforts and
protecting individual property, we suggest the threshold to be remained at 90%, except
buildings which are severely dilapidated. -

7. We appreciate the proposal in providing enbugh protection to the last flat owner
by offering reasonable compensation. However, we are of the view that we should not
compel the minorities to sell their houses and force them to move out if the building is in
good condition and well maintained. We are of the view that by lowering the compulsory
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landsale application threshold of this type of building would easily benefit the developers
and create greater pressure and more hardship to the poor whom society should care for.

(ii) A Lot with All Buildings(s) that are Aged 40 or Above

8. We share the view that a lot falling under this class may enjoy the lower
application threshold of 80% as recommended in the proposal so as to facilitate
redevelopment of buildings aged 40 years or above in particular those pre-war buildings
which fail to provide the most basic hygienic amenity.



