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Date : 12 March 2008

Hon Frederick FUNG Kin-kee, SBS, JP
Chairman

Subcommittee on Elderly Services
Panel on Welfare Services

Legislative Council

Legislative Council Building

8 Jackson Road

Central

Hong Kong

Dear Hon FUNG

I

write on behalf of the Hong Kong Psychogeriatric Association. The

Association is formed by professionals working in the field of Mental Health for
the Elderly and includes doctors, nurses, social workers and the like.

We understand that your Committee is debating on issues relating to residential
services for the elderly particularly concerning service quality of Private Old Age
Homes. This is an area of great interest to our Association and therefore we
would like to express our views.

l.

There is a recent news (see attached) about an elderly man suspected to be
suffering from mental illness hurting a female resident in the same Private Old
Age Home. The injured soon died. This is most tragic and unfortunate.

This is, however, not an isolated incident. The Association has a rough
estimate that up to 20,000 elderly residing in Private Old Age Homes are
suffering from various degree of mental problem. A significant proportion of
these would need professional help.

The Government has moved wisely in its latest budget by creating a limited
outreach service to Private Old Age Home. This would help about 10% of the
500 plus Private Old Age Homes. The Association applauds this move but
thinks that the Government should go much further by providing this service

to ALL Private Old Age Homes in the next one to two years.
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4. This would then allow timely professional help to all residents in Private
Home with mental disorders or behavioural problem. This would also mean
the residents can get the help in a non-stigmatising way.

5. In due course, the Association hopes that restraint to resident with behavioural
problem and improper use of sedative medications in Private Homes will be
decreased or stopped.

6. The Association believes that manpower planning and staff training are also
vital to improving the quality of Private Old Age Home.

7. The Association is most happy to assist the Committee further if needed. We
would also be grateful if a representative from the Association is able to attend
your Committee Meeting.

Yours faithfully

AARYR

Dr. LI Siu-wah
President
The Hong Kong Psychogeriatric Association
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