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The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules of
Procedure:
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Eastern Harbour Crossing Road Tunnel (Amendment)
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Shipping and Port Control (Amendment) Regulation
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Regulation 2009..........cccoovveeiiiiieiie e 102/2009

Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) (Fees) (Amendment)
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Other Papers

No.92 — The Government Minute in response to the Report No. 51
of the Public Accounts Committee dated February 2009

No.93 — Supplemental Report of the Public Accounts Committee on
Report No. 51 of the Director of Audit on the Results of
Value for Money Audits
(May 2009 - P.A.C. Report No. 5S1A)

Report of the Bills Committee on Road Traffic (Driving-offence Points)
(Amendment) Bill 2009
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The Government Minute in response to the Report No. 51 of the Public
Accounts Committee dated February 2009
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Supplemental Report of the Public Accounts Committee on Report No. 51 of
the Director of Audit on the Results of Value for Money Audits (May 2009 -
P.A.C. Report No. 51A)
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HEEAEBLREHOXL

Promoting Culture of Ethnic Minorities in Hong Kong

6. DR PRISCILLA LEUNG: President, | have received complaints that
while the population of South Asians in Hong Kong has been increasing in recent
years, cinemas rarely show films that fit the taste of the South Asians, and the
Government and non-governmental organizations are not active in promoting
cultural and ethnic diversity among the locals. Non-mainstream films are only
shown at the annual Hong Kong International Film Festival. In this connection,
will the Government inform this Council:

(@) whether South Asian films, for instance, Bollywood (such as Indian)
films, have been shown at any community centres under the Leisure
and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) or the City Hall in the
past five years; if so, of the relevant figures; if not, whether the
authorities will consider showing such films;

(b) of the activities which were organized by the authorities in the past
five years to promote the traditional festivals, culture and habits of
ethnic minorities to Hong Kong people; and

(c) whether the authorities will make reference to "Little India"”, a
successful example in Singapore, and develop a minority hub at the
West Kowloon Cultural District (WKCD) or a landmark minority
town in areas, such as Tsim Sha Tsui, which are highly populated by
ethnic minorities?

SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: President,

(a) Hong Kong is a metropolis which embraces the essence of the
Chinese culture and the diversities of other cultures. Our arts and
cultural activities are free and open, as well as pluralistic and
tolerant. The films, thematic activities and programmes that we
support and present include those from the South Asian region.

So, the answer to part (a) of the question is, in the past five years
(that 1s, from 2004-2005 to 2008-2009), two Indonesian, four
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(b)

(c)

Cambodian, 12 Indian, 15 Thai, 17 Filipino, 18 Singaporean, 19
Malaysian films were shown in the LCSD venues.

In the past five years (that is, from 2004-2005 to 2008-2009),
activities promoting the traditional festivals and culture of ethnic
minorities supported/presented by the Government are listed in
Annex. In addition, the Hong Kong Arts Development Council
provided funding support to a training and exchange workshop for
East Asian drama teachers, a film co-produced by Hong Kong and
Bangladeshi directors and a publication of Hong Kong-based
Nepalese literature.

In line with our policy to encourage wider participation in arts and
cultural activities by all people, the WKCD, like all other cultural
venues, will be staging programmes of rich and diverse content,
produced by people of different cultural background, for the
enjoyment of people locally, regionally and internationally. The
WKCD Authority will soon launch a large-scale public engagement
exercise to canvass views on the development plan and to gauge the
public's expectation and aspiration of the WKCD, for which ideas
and comments are most welcome.

Our city grows organically. The Government has no intention to
develop a town for people of any particular ethnic minority.

Annex

South Asian Cultural Programmes/Activities Supported/Presented

by the Government from 2004-2005 to 2008-2009

Year

No. of

Country Programme/Activity Activity

2004-2005

The Philippines Culture in Motion'" 1

Thailand and Sri Lanka Asia Ethnic Cultural Performances® 1

Singapore "Chamber Opera Opiume" — Music 2

performance by Checkpoint Theatre*
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o No. of
Year Country Programme/Activity .
Activity
Pakistan Culture in Motion"” 1
2005-2006 |Indonesia Culture in Motion"” 1
India and Indonesia Asia Ethnic Cultural Performances'” 1
Thailand Culture in Motion" 1
India Culture in Motion"” 1
India "Vamaa-The Feminine" — Dance 2
2006-2007 performance by Sri Shakti Academy*
Nepal Cultural in Motion'” 1
Singapore "Geisha" — Theatre programme by 2
TheatreWorks*
Multicultural Culture in Motion"” 1
India "BhuKham — Circus of Earth and Sky" — 3
Dance performance by Daksha and Sheth
2007-2008
Dance Company*
India "Tao of the Heart" — Dance performance 2
by Sri Shakti Academy*
India and Indonesia Asia Ethnic Cultural Performances®
Thailand (and France) "About Khon" — Dance performance by 2
Pichet Klunchun (Thailand), Pichet
Klunchun Dance Company (Thailand) and
2008-2009 Jerome Bel (France)*
Thailand "Analysing Khon" — Dance-related 1
workshop by Pichet Klunchun*
Vietnam (and France) "Fragile Beauty" — Music performance by 1
Huong Thanh & Nguyen Le Septet*
Notes:

(1)  Culture in Motion is a series of thematic Sunday cultural programmes organized since 2005, in which
ethnic communities are invited to showcase their culture through dances, songs, games, photographic and
art exhibits.

(2)  These performances are organized in collaboration with Consulates of South Asian countries in Hong
Kong. Nationals of those countries residing in Hong Kong or organizations are invited to present cultural
performances that are representative of their national character, including dance, music and traditional
costumes.

* Fee-charging programmes
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DR PRISCILLA LEUNG: May I refer to the second paragraph of part (c) of the
main reply. Can you tell us why when the city grows organically, the
Government has no intention to build up a minority landmark town to flourish
different minority cultures such as food, music, and movie culture, to recognize
their contribution in Hong Kong? Are you aware of the fact that, now in Hong
Kong, to watch a minority film, the cost can be three times more than a local
movie, which is really high for an ordinary citizen to afford? How do you solve
these difficulties for the minority?

SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: President, I fail to see how a film is in
any way tied to whether we have a particular concentration of ethnic minorities in
a district, I would avoid calling it a ghetto. But in Hong Kong, we always live in
racial harmony and people of different ethnic origins can always live
harmoniously together in any part of our city.
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DR PRISCILLA LEUNG: President, in order to eliminate the chance of racial
tension, will the Government consider recruiting more policemen with ethnic
minority background to avoid the recurrence of the Limbu incident?

SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: President, I think that the question is
beyond the question raised today, so I am in no way to answer that.

"

R RESRE  FNE ZHEMITCER AR EREHE LRFR

DR PRISCILLA LEUNG: In fact, the question has been raised for the
frustration of the long-term expensive cost of entertainment in Hong Kong, and
when | discussed with different minority groups, some practical solutions have
been suggested to avoid certain kinds of tragedies from occurring, and so | tried
to relate that. But if Mr TSANG doesn't feel comfortable, it is OK.
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HERENRRETTEE
Regulation of Nicotine Contents of Cigarettes
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 19 were present, five were in favour of the amendment, 11 against
it and three abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 27 were present, 18 were in favour of the
amendment, one against it and seven abstained. Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, he therefore
declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mr CHAN Kam-lam rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 19 were present, 13 were in favour of the amendment, two against
it and four abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 28 were present, 14 were in favour of the
amendment, two against it and 11 abstained. Since the question was not agreed
by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, he therefore
declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mr CHAN Kam-lam rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 19 were present, eight were in favour of the amendment, nine
against it and two abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 28 were present, 25 were in favour of the
amendment and two against it. Since the question was not agreed by a majority
of each of the two groups of Members present, he therefore declared that the
amendment was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 18 were present, eight were in favour of the amendment, six
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against it and four abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 28 were present, 26 were in favour of the
amendment and one abstained. Since the question was not agreed by a majority
of each of the two groups of Members present, he therefore declared that the
amendment was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 19 were present, seven were in favour of the amendment, three
against it and nine abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 28 were present, 23 were in favour of the
amendment, two against it and two abstained. Since the question was not agreed
by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, he therefore
declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mr Tommy CHEUNG rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 19 were present, five were in favour of the amendment, eight
against it and six abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 28 were present, 19 were in favour of the
amendment, one against it and seven abstained. Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, he therefore
declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mr Tommy CHEUNG rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 19 were present, seven were in favour of the amendment, eight
against it and four abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 28 were present, 24 were in favour of the
amendment, one against it and two abstained. Since the question was not agreed
by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, he therefore
declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mr IP Kwok-him rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 19 were present, four were in favour of the amendment, nine
against it and six abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 28 were present, 18 were in favour of the
amendment and nine abstained. Since the question was not agreed by a majority
of each of the two groups of Members present, he therefore declared that the
amendment was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 19 were present, 11 were in favour of the motion, one against it
and seven abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 28 were present, 26 were in favour of the
motion and one abstained. Since the question was agreed by a majority of each
of the two groups of Members present, he therefore declared that the motion was
passed.
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"That Hong Kong has a professional and established testing and certification
industry which brings substantial benefits to our economy and helps
safeguard the interests of consumers both locally and overseas; in this
connection, this Council urges the Government to grasp the market
opportunities and draw up a comprehensive plan to facilitate the growth of
this industry by:

(a) outsourcing more government testing services to private laboratories;

(b) promoting the service of the industry in the Mainland and in the
region;

(c) strengthening the local accreditation system to enable the industry to
engage in a wider range of testing services;

(d) reinforcing the reputation of the industry by concluding more mutual
recognition agreements overseas; and

(e) widening the scope of food testing in the interests of consumers. "
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"To add "recently the Task Force on Economic Challenges has identified the
testing and certification industry as one of the six economic areas where
Hong Kong has enormous potential for development and considered that
this industry could benefit Hong Kong's economy in the medium and long
term; moreover," after "That"; to add "striving to further relax the
restrictions on the industry to establish businesses in the Mainland under
the Mainland and Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement
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and" after "(b)"; to delete "; and" after "agreements overseas" and substitute
with "so as to enhance international confidence in export products
manufactured in Hong Kong and the Mainland;"; and to add "; (f)
introducing tax incentives and other encouragement policies to enhance the
development of the industry; and (g) discussing with local institutes and
organizations to encourage them to provide more
testing-and-certification-related training programmes to ease the shortage
of specialists in the industry" immediately before the full stop."
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FERBREMKERFARECENEZTHENE-—SEBERFANT :

"To add "; and (h) allocating more resources to the Hong Kong Accreditation
Service for providing new accreditation service for food manufacturing
process and establishing a certification system for organic food to facilitate
consumers to recognize such products" immediately before the full stop."
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Adjourned accordingly at twenty-eight minutes to Nine o'clock.
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Appendix |
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Administrative Assistant to Financial Secretary to Ms
Audrey EU's supplementary question to Question 3

As regards the appointment of the Monetary Authority, section 5A(1) of the
Exchange Fund Ordinance provides the Financial Secretary with clear powers and
responsibilities to appoint the Monetary Authority and draw up the terms of
appointment. In appointing the Monetary Authority, the Financial Secretary will
act in a fair and impartial manner according to law, and will ensure that the
appointee is fit and proper and that the appointment is in the best interests of
Hong Kong. To our knowledge, open recruitment of governors of central banks
is currently not a common international practice.

The matter concerned was discussed at the special meeting of the
Legislative Council Panel on Financial Affairs held on 18 June 2009. A
background paper is available at the following link: <http://www.legco.gov.
hk/yr08-09/english/panels/fa/papers/fa0618cb1-1922-e.pdf>.
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Appendix 11
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for Home Affairs to Mr LEUNG
Kwok-hung's supplementary question to Question 6

As regards the proportion of staff members who are ethnic minorities in the Race
Relations Unit under the purview of the Constitutional and Mainland Affairs
Bureau, as advised by the Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Bureau, the
proportion of staff members of the Unit who are ethnic minorities is 20% (one out
of five). Staff of the Unit has been maintaining close communication with
organizations and individuals of the ethnic minority communities, and has
established liaison networks and working relations with them.



