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MS PAULINE NG MAN-WAH, SECRETARY GENERAL
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TABLING OF PAPERS
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The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules of
Procedure:
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N Y 108/2009
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N 109/2009

( CEHETREFETHG ) (EZHIH)
N L 110/2009

( (EHEET(RIEFETIFEHTIZEE R K
NEEAEYAEY (BEMBE)AE) . 111/2009
Subsidiary Legislation/Instruments L.N. No.

Air Pollution Control (Volatile Organic Compounds)
(Amendment) Regulation 2009 .............cccveeenneennn. 107/2009
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Prevention and Control of Disease Ordinance (Amendment
of Schedule 2) Notice 2009............cceevvvvveieecnnnnnn. 108/2009
Fixed Penalty (Smoking Offences) Ordinance
(Commencement) NOtICE ......cccuvvveeeeeiiiieeeeeiieeene. 109/2009
Fixed Penalty (Smoking Offences) Regulation
(Commencement) NOtICE .......cccuvveeeeeeniiiieeeeeeee. 110/2009
Fixed Penalty (Smoking Offences) (Specification of
Authorities and Public Officers) Notice
(Commencement) NOtICE .......cccuvveeeieeiciniieeeeeee. 111/2009
H A S
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CEFCFAAHESEZNAF/NAH=+—H
5 955k — [EREGEH 5 F #2007-2008
F6sE  — “OONEONFEFNUFH EHNZUMELTHEH
EH B s s (NS EBRE) + 55 8Mk
Other Papers
No.94 — Report by the Trustee of the Correctional Services
Children's Education Trust for the period from 1st
September 2007 to 31st August 2008
No.95 — Broadcasting Authority Annual Report 2007-2008
No.96 — Report of changes to the approved Estimates of

Expenditure approved during the fourth quarter of 2008-09
Public Finance Ordinance: Section 8
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ORAL ANSWERSTO QUESTIONS
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Developing Mainland Market for Hong Kong Products
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Driving a Motor Vehicle Under Influence of Drugs
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Measuresto Prevent Abuse of Elderly

12 MR ABRAHAM SHEK: President, while children and juveniles under
the age of 18 are protected by the Protection of Children and Juveniles
Ordinance (Cap. ), so far there is no separate legislation protecting the welfare
of elderly people. As most elderly people are financially dependent on their
families, it can be expected that they have become more helpless since the onset
of the financial tsunami. According to the Central Information System on Elder
Abuse Cases (the System), the number of reported abuse cases rose from 528 in
2005 to 612 in 2007 and 647 in 2008. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:

(@ of the number of elderly abuse casesin the past three years in which
assistance had been sought, and the latest figures and details of such
reported cases during the period from January to April 2009,
including the gravity of the abusive acts, whether such acts have
given rise to suicidal tendency among the elderly concerned, and
how such cases were handled,;

(b) of the progress of the Pilot Neighbourhood Active Ageing Project,
and whether the authorities have assessed the Project's effectiveness
in curbing abuse of the elderly and promoting respect for the elderly
in the community; if such an assessment has been conducted, of the
outcome; and
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(©)

whether it intends to study the enactment of legislation against
elderly abuse, and consult this Council, the relevant professions and
members of the community; if so, of the details, if not, the reasons
for that?

SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND WELFARE: President, the objective of
the Government's elderly policy is to enable the elderly to live with dignity and
provide them with the necessary support with a view to enhancing their sense of
belonging and enabling them to enjoy a quality life.

My reply to the question is as follows:

(a)

Based on the information collected by the System of the Social
Welfare Department (SWD), there were 522, 612 and 647 newly
registered elderly abuse cases in 2006, 2007 and 2008 respectively.
The information collected covers the types of elderly abuse but not a
breakdown on whether assistance had been requested or whether
there was any suicidal tendency among the elderly concerned. As
to the period from January to April 2009, the data relating to the
elderly abuse cases are still under processing and not available at the
moment. The following is a breakdown by types of elderly abuse
for the cases in 2008:

Types of elderly abuse Number of new casesin 2008
Physical abuse 363
Psychological abuse 188
Neglect 1
Financial abuse 66
Abandonment 1
Sexual abuse 6
Multiple abuse 22
Total 647

At present, elderly abuse cases are received by reporting officers in
the SWD, Department of Health, Housing Department, Hong Kong
Police Force, Hospital Authority and non-governmental
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(b)

organizations. Upon identification and assessment of the service
needs of the victim in an abuse case, the reporting officer will refer
the case to a Family and Child Protective Service Unit, Integrated
Family Service Centre, Integrated Services Centre, Medical Social
Services Unit, District Elderly Community Centre, Neighbourhood
Elderly Centre and/or relevant government department(s) as
appropriate for follow up.

The Labour and Welfare Bureau and Elderly Commission (EC) have
jointly launched the Neighbourhood Active Ageing Project (NAAP)
since early 2008. With the elderly playing a leading role, the
NAAP seeks to establish neighbourhood support networks and
enable the elderly to become a new driving force in the community.
Through cross-sectoral collaboration, the NAAP mobilizes different
organizations and individuals to promote active ageing and caring
and respect for the elderly.

There are a total of 75 district projects organized/to be organized
under the NAAP. Among them, the projects under Pilot NAAP —
Caring for Elders launched in September 2008 aim specifically to
promote the prevention of elderly abuse in the community through
education, prevention and support, and to foster intergenerational
integration and harmonious family life.

The Labour and Welfare Bureau and EC will monitor the delivery
and effectiveness of the NAAP through different channels, including
meetings with stakeholders (for example, elders, volunteers and
participating organizations).  Participating organizations of the
NAAP are also required to submit reports setting out, among others,
an evaluation of the district projects. When we have received these
evaluation reports, we will conduct a review of the NAAP in due
course.

On criminal protection, victims of elderly abuse cases are protected
by legislation for criminal offences (including the Crimes Ordinance
(Cap. ), the Offences Against the Person Ordinance (Cap. ) and the
Theft Ordinance (Cap. )). On civil protection, the Domestic
Violence Ordinance (DVO) (Cap. ) provides protection to a range of
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domestic violence victims in specific relationships. Under the
DVO, the abused elders may apply to the Court for an injunction
order against molestation by their spouses, children or other relatives
as specified in the Ordinance. We do not see a need to enact a
dedicated legislation against elderly abuse. We will, however,
focus on enhancing public awareness of the problem of elderly abuse
and on the formulation of prevention and intervention strategies.
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BILLS
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 22 were present, three were in favour of the amendment, 13
against it and six abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 29 were present, 19 were in favour of the
amendment and nine against it. Since the question was not agreed by a majority
of each of the two groups of Members present, he therefore declared that the
amendment was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 22 were present, four were in favour of the amendment, seven
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against it and 11 abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 29 were present, 19 were in favour of the
amendment and nine against it.  Since the question was not agreed by a majority
of each of the two groups of Members present, he therefore declared that the
amendment was negatived.

ER - ARCEE - (FA]DIEEMNE LR -
fA&R{CEE: EF  RPFEBEFTEANFEEERPROSUATFES - L0
Afeid P RBUFRER (ZF/VERE) 8RR -
AR CHSHHABERDOT ¢
“EEEAS R ES WRFPFRBUFER (F/AEE) BEA

KM e A B B R W B R A AN DA RSP O
TUERGEME I HE g™ - 7

FRRREASMUREHNAFERZER  WRCEEAFTEANERERE
B ELsE - TLOUEE -

ERE REERS RN Bl fFREEE - (TRERR - BREIFERT -
(EEET)

TR NHAEET -
EEHET)

MR HEELITTE R K/FER -
Mr Albert HO rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 21 were present, three were in favour of the amendment, 13
against it and five abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 29 were present, 19 were in favour of the
amendment and nine against it. Since the question was not agreed by a majority
of each of the two groups of Members present, he therefore declared that the
amendment was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 21 were present, three were in favour of the amendment, 11
against it and seven abstained; while among the Members returned by
geographical constituencies through direct elections, 29 were present, 19 were in
favour of the amendment and nine against it. Since the question was not agreed
by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, he therefore
declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mr IP Kwok-him rose to claim a division
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 22 were present, four were in favour of the motion, seven against
it and 11 abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 29 were present, 19 were in favour of the
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motion and nine against it. Since the question was not agreed by a majority of
each of the two groups of Members present, he therefore declared that the motion
was negatived.
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