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MEMO
To ;. CCS(I1
From : CCS(3)3
Ref : CB(3)/PAC/R51

Date : 20 February 2009

Public Accounts Committee Report No. 51
"Reduction and recovery of municipal solid waste"

PAC Report No. 51 was tabled in the Council on 18 February 2009.
One of the chapters in the Report concerns the "Reduction and recovery of
municipal solid waste".

2. In examining the above subject, the Committee notes that Part II of
the Waste Disposal Ordinance (Cap. 354) provides a statutory framework for
the preparation of waste disposal plans ("WDPs") by the Administration to set
out the arrangements for the collection and disposal of solid and semi-solid
wastes and all existing and proposed waste disposal sites. The then Secretary
for the Environment stated at the moving of the second reading of the Waste
Disposal Bill 1979 that the WDP "will form the policy framework in which
waste management will be carried out". In 1989, the Administration
published a WDP ("1989 WDP") which included a strategy for the disposal of
MSW through the provision of landfills and a network of refuse transfer
stations.

3. However, PAC finds that the Administration only used non-statutory
means, i.c. the Waste Reduction Framework Plan in 1998 and A Policy
Framework for the Management of Municipal Solid Waste (2005-2014), to set
out its policy framework on certain aspects of waste disposal, despite the
statutory WDP-making process stipulated in Part II of the Waste Disposal
Ordinance. Moreover, no revision has apparently been made to the 1989
WDP, nor a new WDP made, in spite of the Waste Reduction Framework Plan
in 1998 and the 2005 Policy Framework, almost 20 years after the 1989 WDP
was made.

4. In view of the above, PAC has urged the Secretary for the
Environment to conduct a review on the Administration's practice of using
non-statutory means instead of a statutory WDP to set out its policy on waste
disposal since the 1989 WDP, and report the results of the review to the
Environmental Affairs Panel.



5. PAC has also directed that the Environmental Affairs Panel be
informed of its observations and recommendation on the matter.

6. Please find enclosed an extract of the PAC Report, with the relevant
parts sidelined, for your necessary actions.

(Ms Miranda HON)
CCS(3)3
Encl.
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