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CHIEF SECRETARY
FOR ADMINISTRATION'S OFFICE

Government of the Hong Kong

TEAR LR
BB AR TR AT
B8] & ko E

Special Administrative Region
of the People’s Republic of Chiaa

{Translation)

Our Ref. : CSO 8/2/5/2006/7-11(4)
Your Ref. : CB2/HYK/G(08-09)

19 December 2008

Miss Ivy Leong

Legislative Council Secretariat
Legislative Council
Legislative Council Building

8 Jackson Road, Central

Hong Kong

Dear Miss Leong,
- Thank you for your letter of 1 December 2008 to the Chief
Secretary for Administration, conveying Members’ concern on the rural

development and progress of various planning and engineering studies of
the New Territories.

Rural Development

The Government attaches great importance to enhancing the
infrastructure and facilities in the rural areas so as to improve the living
environment. After the completion of the Rural Planning and
Improvement Strategy Programme, the Administration continued to plan
and carry out improvement works in the rural areas in the New Territories,
including many major works projects, such as construction of the Yuen




Long Bypass Floodway, reconstruction and improvement works of the
eastern section of Tuen Mun Road.

In addition, the Home Affairs Department (HAD) introduced .the
Rural Public Works (RPW) Programme to improve the living environment
and infrastructure of rural areas. Since the rolling out of the RPW
Programme in 1999, the Government has completed more than 1 230 RPW
projects with a total cost of about $1 billion. The types of works include
construction/improvement of footpaths, access roads, drainage facilities,
rain shelters and pavilions, etc.

HAD has also taken forward the recommendation of the District
Council Review to set up a dedicated capital works block vote entitled
- “District Minor Works Programme”. The Programme has been fully
rolled out in the 18 districts in 2008 with a provision of $300 million for
2008-09. Under the Programme, District Councils may decide on the
minor works projects to be implemented in their respective distriéts,
including minor works projects in rural areas.

In view of the effectiveness of the RPW Programme and the
implementation of the District.Minor Works Programme, we would not
consider relaunching the Rural Planning and Improvement Strtegy
Programme at this stage.

Progress of various planning studies in the New Territories

(i)  New Development Areas Planning and Engineering Studies

The overall objective of the Planning and Engineering Studies for
the New Development Areas is to establish planning and development
frameworks for the Kwu Tung North, Fanling North and Ping Che/Ta Kwu
Ling as well as the Hung Shui Kiu New Development Areas to meet
long-term housing, social, economic and environmental needs, and to
formulate implementation timetables.




Planning Department and Civil Engineering and Development
Department (CEDD) jointly commissioned consultants to undertake the
“North East New Territories New Development Areas Planning and
Engineering Study” (NENT NDAs Study) in June 2008. The Study will
take about 30 months. The scope of the Study includes preparation of the
Recommended Outline Development Plan, Recommended Layout Plan
and preliminary design of engineering works, as well as a comprehensive
set of planning, engineering, environmental assessments to confirm the

feasibility of the proposals. The first population intake is scheduled for
2019,

The NENT NDAs Study includes a three-stage public engagement
exercise. Stage One Public Engagement Exercise is to engage the public
in discussions of key issues relating to the development of the NDAs.
Stages Two and Three of the Exercise will engage the public on the
Preliminary and Recommended Outline Development Plans respectively.

The Stage One Public Engagement Exercise has commenced since
mid-November and will run through to end December this year. We
already consulted the Town Planning Board and the Panel on Development
- of the Legislative Council on 14 and 25 November 2008 respectively. We
will also brief the Heung Yee Kuk and North District Council and hold a
community workshop in Luen Wo Hui Community Hall in Fanling in
December 2008.

The planning and engineering study for the Hung Shui Kiu New
Development Area is under preparation and will commence in due course.

(i) Land Use Planning for the Closed Area
In order to formulate a planning framework to guide the

conservation and development of the areas to be released from the Frontier
Closed Area, the ongoing Study aims to provide a framework for




preparation of statutory town plans before the new FCA boundary comes
into effect.

Based on the public views received in the Stage One Community
Engagement Exercise, the proposals in the Draft Concept Plan are
currently being refined and further developed. More detailed technical
assessments will be undertaken with a view to formulating a Draft
Development Plan for the Stage Two Community Engagement Exercise,
tentatively to be conducted during mid-2009. The Study is scheduled to
complete within 2009,

(iii) Plapning and Engineering Study on Development of Lok Ma
Chau Loop

Regarding the development of Lok Ma Chau Loop, Hong Kong
(HK) and Shenzhen (SZ) Governments signed a cooperation agreement on
13 November 2008 and agreed to carry out, on the basis of Joint study and
development, an integrated planning and engineering study to explore the
feasibility of developing the Loop to the mutual benefit of both sides.
The consultant selection procedures for the Study started on
I December 2008. 1It.is estimated that the Study will commence in
mid-2009 and take about 30 months to complete by end 2011.

- (iv) Planning Study on Liantang/Heung Yuen Wai Boundary Control
Point and its Associated Connecting Road in Hong Kong

The Planning Study on Liantang/Heung Yuen Wai Boundary
Control Point and its Associated Connecting Road in Hong Kong aims to
explore the relevant. planning, traffic, environmental and engineering
issues of developing the propbsed new boundary control point (BCP) in
Hong Kong territory, including the land requirements and its connecting
road, so as to meet future development and demand of cross-boundary
traffic.




The Study was completed in mid-2008. At the second meeting
of the HK-SZ Joint Task Force on Boundary District Development on
18 September 2008, both sides agreed to proceed to construct the new BCP.
The BCP development on Hong Kong side includes a new trunk road
(10km in length) linking up with the Fanling Highway. It will also
provide convenient access to the proposed Ping Che/Ta Kwu Ling NDA
and thus enhance the future development and improve the overall transport
network in New Territories East.

CEDD sought approval from the Finance Committee on
3 December 2008 to commission an investigation and preliminary design
study for the BCP and its connecting road. The study is planned to start
in April 2009 for completion in end 2011. It is anticipated that the new
BCP will commence eperation in 2018.

(v) Study on Enhancement of the Lau Fau Shan Rural Township
and Surrounding Areas

Planning Department plans to commence the Study on the
- Enhancement of the Lau Fau Shan Rural Township and Surrounding Areas
in early 2009 and expects it to complete in late 2010. The main objective
of this study is to realize the tourism and recreational potential of Lau Fau
Shan rural town and its surrounding areas by devising improvement
projects and conceptual schemes that are compatible with its existing
natural and cultural environment.

(vi) Study on Enhancement of the Sha Tau Kok Rural Township and
Surrounding Areas

The Study on the Enhancement of the Sha Tau Kok Rural
Township and Surrounding Areas will commence in early 2009 and is
expected to complete in end 2010. The Study aims to instigate rural
upgrading and enhancement measures to revitalize the rural township.
The Study will formulate an integrated area improvement plan to enhance
the environment of Sha Tau Kok Town and its surrounding areas.




The Administration will continue to keep under review the
development of rural areas and the New Territories and closely liaise with
respective District Councils and relevant personalities. We will also
review the current planning and development strategies as and when

appropriate so as to improve the environment and infrastructure of these
areas.

Yours sincerely,

( Ms Vivian Sum )
. Administrative Assistant to
the Chief Secretary for Administration

c.c. Secretary for Development
Secretary for Home Affairs
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12 December 2008
Sécretary General

Legislative Council Secretariat
Legislative Council Building

8 Jackson Road

Central, Hong Kong

(Attn: Miss Ivy Leong)

" Dear Miss Leong,

Meétixig between Legislative Councillors and Héung Yee Kuk
Members to be held on 8 January 2009

Improvement to the Policy on
Minor Works in Rural Areas in the New Territories

Thank you for your letter of 1 December 2008.

To upgrade the infrastructure and improve the living
environment of the rural areas in the New Territories, the Home Affairs
Department (HAD) introduced the “Rural Public Wotks (RPW)
Programme” in 1999, with a view to meeting local needs by addressing
the issues concerned promptly and flexibly. The types of works
projects under this Programme include construction/improvement of
footpaths, drainage facilities and vehicular access, etc. In addition,
HAD has taken forward the recommendation of the District Council
Review to set up the “District Minor Works (DMW) Programme”,
which was rolled to all 18 districts starting 2008. The Programme
aims to improve local facilities, living environment and hygiemc
conditions through implementation of minor works projects in the 18
districts in Hong Kong.

12-DEC-2888 14:22 HAD
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As a usual practice, before implementing the rural or
district minor works projects, District Offices (DOs) will consult the
respective District Lands Offices as to whether the proposed works sites
would involve private lands. Information of the affected land owners
will also be sought from the Land Registry when necessary, DOs
would secure the private land owners’ consent with the assistance of the
Rural Committees / District Council (DC) members / Village
Representatives as appropriate before commencement of the works.

Unlike those in the rural areas in the New Territories, for
DMW projects in the urban area/new towns, the private lands involved,
if any, are generally the common area of private housing estates. In
principle, the DMW Programme should not be used for projects
intended solely for the benefit of an individual or a small group.
However, if 2 DC considers that a particular minor works project will

P.B5/86

benefit the general public in the neighbourhood and endorses its '

implementation, the Administration will have to secure the relevant
Owners’ Incorporation’s consent before carrying out the works on the
private land.

Prior to the launch of the RPW Programme, the
Administration had reviewed the problems encountered in implementing
the minor works projects under the Rural Planning and Improvement
Strategy (RPIS) Programme, and noted that progress of projects

involving land resumption was usually slow. It was because long -

processing time was required to resolve land title problems and

© objections before the commencement of the projects; and land:

resumption involved complicated statutory procedures which would
substantially lengthen the time required for implementing the minor
works projects. This is not in line with the objective of the RPW
Programme. Therefore, projects involving land resumption are not
appropriate to be included in the RPW Programme. For the same

reason, the DMW Programme does not normally cover projects
nvolving land resumption.

Under the existing mechanism, most of the works projects
proposed by the locals have been taken forward successfully to improve
the rural environment, save for some projects which were not proceeded
with or needed to be revised due to the absence of land owners’ consent.
To facilitate the implementation of RPW projects involving private land,
we would review the existing arrangement from time to time, including
ways to encourage owners of affected private land in rural areas to allow

1422 HAD
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works to be camied out on their land. Depending on the circumstances
of individual projects, in cases where the consent of land owners cannot

be obtained, we would revise the project scope as far as possible so as to
facilitate implementation.

Since the introduction of the RPW Programme in 1999,
HAD has completed more than 1 230 RPW projects with a total cost of
about $1 billion. The living environment and infrastructure of rural
areas have been basically improved under this Programme.

We are of the view that the existing arrangement of HAD
minor works programmes allows projects to be implemented promptly

and flexibly. Therefore, we do not intend to include projects that
involve land resumption in our minor works programmes.

Yours sincerely,

56 g

P.B6-86

(Andrew Tsang)
for Director of Home Affairs
c.c. Secretary for Develdb‘ment
Director of Planning
14122 LD TOTAL P.B6
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