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16 December 2008

Legislative Council Secretariat
Legislative Council Building

8 Jackson Road

Central

Hong Kong

(Attn: Miss Erin TSANG)

Dear Miss TSANG,
Measures to Address Gambling-Related Problems

Thank you for your letter of 1 December 2008. We \VQﬁld"
like to provide the following information in response to Members’ .
enquiries. :

Regarding the provision of Ping Wo Fund (“the Fund”) to"
finance the counselling and treatment centres, the annual funding to
Caritas-Hong Kong and the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals is $3.5 million
each, and that to the Zion Social Service and the Hong Kong Federation
of Youth Groups is $1.3 million each. The main considerations for the
funding arrangements include the scale of the centres and the service
output. As stated in our replies of 25 November and 27 November, the
Ping Wo Fund Advisory Committee (“the Committee™) is studying the
study report of Hong Kong Polytechnic University and will make:
recommendations to the Secretary for Home Affairs on the development
of support and preventive measures for problem or pathological gamblers.
On receipt of the Committee’s recommendations, the Secretary for Home.
Affairs will consider the long-term provision of counselling, treatment:



and other support services for problem or pathological gamblers and other -
affected parties, including mode of funding, service operation and the -
amount of funding, etc., in a comprehensive manner, and report to the
Home Affairs Panel of the Legislative Council.

Regarding publicity and education, we have produced various
television and radio announcements of public interest (APls) to
effectively publicise the negative impact of gambling across all sectors of
the community. The new TV APIs first broadcast in September this
year is the winning entry in the open division of the “Do Not Gamble .
API design competition” under the Do Not Gamble” campaign on
campus. In 2004 and 2006, the Ping Wo Fund sponsored the production
of docu-dramas building on real-life experience to promulgate. the
psychological and financial damages that could be caused by problem and
pathological gambling to gamblers from different walks of life. We will,
from time to time, consider commissioning new public education
programmes on the negative impact of gambling. As for the four
counselling and treatment centres financed by the Ping Wo Fund, apart
from providing specialised counselling and treatment services for -
problem or pathological gamblers and their family members, they also
run public education programmes to promote the gambling counselling
hotline service and publicise the negative impact of gambling. '

Regarding the Betting and Lotteries Commission (BLC), it is;a '
statutory body established under the Betting Duty Ordinance (“the:
Ordinance”) (Cap 108). Under section 6D of the Ordinance, the BLC -
shall include not less than 8 persons, who are not public officers.
Among them, at least one person shall be a registered social worker
within the meaning of the Social Workers Registration Ordinance (Cap
505); at least one shall be eligible under the Legislative Counéil
Ordinance (Cap 542) to be registered as an elector for the education’
functional constituency specified in section 20(1)(e) of that Ordinance;-
and at least one shall occupy in any organised religion any office:
associated with the teaching of, the giving of guidance on, or the
promotion of adherence to, the precepts of the religion; or be engaged in. -
the teaching of any theology, philosophy or ethics. When appointing
BLC members, as in the case of appointments to other advisory or
statutory bodies, our consideration is to appoint the most suitable persons
in order to meet the requirements of BLC and the law. We have also
taken into account the candidate’s ability, expertise, experience, integrity
and commitment to public service, as well as the functions and nature of,
BLC. No specific provision has been made under the Ordinance on the.
relationship between members of the BLC and Hong Kong Jockey Club:

2 o




(HKJC).

Agendas of the BLC meetings are available on the website of
the Home Affairs Bureau and BLC meetings are conducted in
closed-door. Major topics discussed at the latest five meetings of BLC
include Police’s efforts in tackling illegal gambling activities; HKIC’s
security and control arrangements in respect of allowing horse owners to
bring their under-aged family members, relatives and friends into the
racecourse; operation of HKJC; and renewal of HKJC’s horse race

betting, football betting and lottery licences.

Yours sincerely,

(Ms Christine WAI)
for Secretary of Home Affairs
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