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13. P54 CITY 1] By Clifford Lo and Phyllis Tsang  Suspect dies after officer’s
shot to head

Policeman, under attack with chair, fires twice

A suspected illegal immigrant who attacked a police officer with a wooden chair

died in_hospital last night after the constable shot him in the head at close range.

The officer shot at the middle-aged South Asian man twice after using up his pepper
spray, dropping his baton and falling to the ground during the attack on a hillside in

Ho Man Tin, police said.

The first shot missed but the second hit the man in the head. He was taken to Queen
Elizabeth Hospital, where he died at 6.34pm.

The police officer, attached to the patrol sub-unit of Hung Hom police station,
suffered injuries to his arms and back. He was discharged from hospital after

treatment,

Preliminary investigations had showed the constable was justified in shooting

because his life was in danger and he had exhausted all other possibilities, police

said.

But the shooting brought queries from a human rights leader and a Jegislator about

whether the situation had called for such a level of violence.

Police were called to the scene shortly before 1pm when a woman complained about a
man urinating on the hillside opposite Lok Man Sun Chuen.

The constable, the first officer to arrive, reached the scene by motorcycle at 12.52pm,
ran up the hill alone and stopped the man for an identity check.

The man said he did not have an identity card and attempted to leave.

When the officer tried to intercept him, the man turned around and punched him. The

constable used his pepper spray but the man picked up a wooden chair and attacked
him.

"Qur officer then drew out his baton but he dropped it. He then used his pepper

spray again. The spray was used up, but the man did not stop and continued to
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attack our officer," a police source said.

"He was forced to step back and fell on to the ground when the man kept using
the chair to beat him.

" After the repeated warnings were ignored, the officer sitting on the ground
fired two shots at close range. The first shot missed and the second shot hit the
head of the suspect.”

Police said the consiable had pressed the emergency button on his police

walkie-talkie during the attack.

The deputy Kowloon City district commander, Senior Superintendent Wong

Chun-chin, said he believed opening fire was the only option the officer had after

all other possible force had failed to stop the suspect.

"Further inquiries will be needed to determine whether opening fire was

justified. We require further inquiries,”" he said. "'So far, the circumstances

suggest that the safety of the officer was in jeopardy."

Police said no identity document was found on the man and officers were

investisating whether he had been living on the hillside.

Black rubbish bags, a red sofa and fruit were found scattered on the ground, while

four bags of items, socks, a jacket and a basketball were found hanging on a tree.

Hong Kong Human Rights monitor director Law Yuk-kai said the case was "a bit
strange” as the officer had shot the man in the head, rather than elsewhere on his body.

Lawmaker James To Kun-sun said an officer in such a situation should think of trying
to escape instead of opening fire.

"t is not an action of a coward, but a way to protect himself without using

unnecessary force," Mr To said.

Tony Liu Kit-ming, chairman of the Hong Kong Police Inspectors Association, said
police were trained to shoot at the biggest body mass of an attacker, rather than the
head or limbs.
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14. HLa7 =¥y PO1 By Diana Lee Why shoot him?
PROBE LAUNCHED AFTER COP KILLS UNARMED VAGANT

An investigation is underway to find out why a police constable shot dead an unarmed
homeless man who attacked him with a wooden chair.

The officer arrived to deal with a nuisance complaint about the man, who had been
sleeping rough on a hillside in Ho Man Tin, shortly after 12.30pm yesterday. Police
chiefs say when the constable - who has been in the force for 11 years and works at
Kowloon City station - tried to check the man's identity, he lashed out with his fists
and then with the chair.

"The officer tried to subdue the suspect with pepper spray, but failed," Kowloon
City Deputy District Commander Wong Chun-chin said. "The officer then used

his baton and pepper spray again, but the suspect continued to attack him. The

officer drew his revolver after warning and fired two shots. one of which hit the

man's head."

Police confirmed that no knives or suns were found at the scene in Ma Tau Wai

Service Reservoir Playground at 2 Sheung Wo Street, near Mau Tau Wai
Pumping Station, just opposite Lok Man Sun Chuen in Ho Man Tin. Wong

confirmed that no attempt was made to snatch the officer's gun.

The vagrant, thought to be of South Asian ethnic origin and in his 30s or 40s, has not
been identified because he was carrying no documentation. He died in Queen

Elizabeth Hospital at 6.43pm - six hours after he was shot.

The officer sustained hand and back injuries.

Asked if he thought the officer had exercised professional judgment before
opening fire, Wong said an officer is justified in using his revolver when other

means to subdue the suspect fail and he feels his life, or that of anyone else, is
being threatened. " Of course he wouldn't deliberately shoot [the suspect] in the
head, but in the spur of moment it's difficult to say where the bullet will hit,"
Wong said.

The officer had pressed his emergency button for backup.
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Kowloon City district councillor Yang Wing-kit said he had received five complaints
since January about a homeless man causing a nuisance by yelling and changing his
clothes in public. "Yet we never heard anything about the man being violent or

displaying obscene behavior," Yang said.

Tony Liu Kit-ming, chairman of the Police Inspectors' Association, said a bottle

of OC Foam, or pepper spray, which can be used about 10 times, may be unable

to subdue a suspect. "If the suspect is drunk, has psychiatric problems and is

extremely agitated, the spray may not have anv effect," Liu said.

James To Kun-sun, Legislative Council security pane! vice chairman, said the police

officer could have avoided drawing his revolver.

"[f the suspect is not a fugitive there is no need to rush to subdue him when it's a
one-on-one situation. He doesn't have to subdue the suspect on his own,"To said. "He

could consider moving away from the attack and waiting for support."
Death prophecy
A note found at the scene appears to be a mix of Nepalese and a dialect - possibly

Gurung - one interpretation being: "If somebody dies, the family must stay home and
fast."
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1. The Standard Cop-shooting victim was "born and raised in HK' By Diana Lee

Police say the homeless man who was shot in the head by an officer and died on
Tuesday was a_Hong Kong-born south Asian who grew up here and "should"

have understood Cantonese.

But they did not explain what makes them think that the man - who attacked the
officer with a chair and ignored several warnings to stop before he was shot - was

born and raised here.
Mobile phone video footage of the incident, obtained by The Standard's sister paper
Sing Tao Daily, appears to show the police constable issue three warnings - in

Cantonese - for the man to stop and that he was going to shoot.

Police Public Relations Branch Chief Superintendent Ng Ka-sing told an RTHK

phone-in program that initial investigations suggest the man was in his 30s or 40s.

"We also believe he was Hong Kong-born, and grew up in Hong Kong. When the

revolver was drawn, and with the body language [of the officer], the other party

should have understood he was being warned," Ng said.

Sources said the deceased was Nepalese, but investigations are continuing into his
identity and why he was sleeping rough on the Ho Man Tin hillside where he was

shot.

Ng said officers are trained to hit a body's "T-zone" - below the head and above the

legs - if opening fire. But, in the spur of the moment, it is difficult to hit a designated
area.

An autopsy will be performed today. The Coroner's Court can decide to hold an

inquest when a death occurs in the course of a police officer discharging his duty.

Investigations continued yesterday on the hillside opposite Lok Man Sun Chuen,
where the shooting occurred. Officers failed to find the bullet casing from the second

shot. Inquiries were also made with people living in the nearby Lok Man Sun Chuen
public estate.
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Hong Kong Human Rights Monitor exccutive director Law Yuk- kai said he
wondered if the death could have been avoided had the police officer known how to
deal with ethnic minorities who do not understand Cantonese. "If the deceased had no
family, it's difficult to lodge a complaint to the Independent Police Complaints
Commission, even if a concerned group is convinced there are suspicious

circumstances,” Law said.
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2. South China Morning Post CITY3 By Phyllis Tsang and Clifford Lo
Language barrier 'factor in Nepali's death’

A Nepali shot dead by a policeman might not have understood the warnings shouted

at him in Cantonese, ethnic-minority and human rights concern groups said yesterday.

They questioned the level of cultural sensitivity shown by the officer and hoped the

coming inquest would answer their questions.

Police said yesterday that the 31-year-old victim was Nepali-born and living in Hong
Kong, not an illegal immigrant as they had suspected on Tuesday. He was shot that
day while attacking the policeman with a chair on a hillside in Ho Man Tin.

Fermi Wong Wai-fun, campaign director of Unison Hong Kong, a non-governmental
organisation that represents minorities' interests; expressed regret about the tragedy

and questioned the policeman's justification for opening fire.
"The South Asian man was not holding a hostage; it doesn't make sense for a police
officer to open fire in reacting to an attack with a wooden chair, as he had the

alternative of waiting for reinforcements," Ms Wong said.

The man died after being shot in the head at close range. A police source said the

man had a criminal record, including several woundings and serious assaults.

A resident of Lok Man Sun Chueﬁ, which overlooks the shooting site, caught the

incident on video and the clip was uploaded to the internet yesterday.

The one-minute video records the policeman's warning as he shouts: "Drop your

weapon, drop your weapon. [ am police, don't move, otherwise 1 will open fire. Don't

force me to do it." All the warnings were given in Cantonese.

Ten seconds after the warnings began, two gunshots rang out. The video image is in
low resolution, but the sound is clear.

The chief superintendent of the Police Public Relations Bureau, David Ng
Ka-sing, said vesterday that the police were handling the case carefully.

"The man wasn't treated any differently because of his nationality."
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Ms Wong said the Nepali might not have understood Cantonese, and perhaps became
emotional when the policeman kept shouting at him.

"The police officer was slightly injured,” Ms Wong said. "It doesn't look like his life
was in danger, which would have justified the shooting."

She wondered whether the officer's decision to shoot was faulty.

In a case in Britain, a Chinese person who did not understand English was shot by

police during a stop-and-search on a road, Ms Wong said.
The director of Hong Kong Human Rights Monitor, Law Yuk-kai, suggested that
police improve their cultural sensitivity, especially in handling cases involving

members of ethnic minorities.

Tonv Liu Kit-ming, chairman of the Hong Kong Police Inspectors' Association,

said the video clip showed that the officer tried his best to warn the suspect and

set away, but the wooded terrain made it difficult for him to move easilv. Mr Liu

said he was sure the policeman did not want to kill anvone. Officers' cultural

sensitivities could be improved, he said.

Kowloon City district councillor Kitson Yang Wing-kit said the Nepali had been
living on the hillside for about six months, and Mr Yang had received nuisance and

noise complaints about him.

A police spokesman said a postmortem examination would be conducted today. The

officer in the case is on sick leave over his injuries.
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(2) .The Standard P22 Trained to be fair

I refer to the letter ""Questions over shooting™ (The Standard, March 20) from Ashok
Limbu.

Our police officers are trained to be fair and impartial in carrying out their
duties and dealing with all members of the community irrespective of

background or race. To protect the safety of both the public and police officers,
the police have strict guidelines in place on the use of force and firearms. Each

and every case involving the use of force is investigated thoroughly and

impartially and all our officers receive regular training in the use of firearms,

which includes situational training as to what levels of force may be used in

different circumstances.

With regard to the police open fire case in Hung Hom on March 17, the case is under

active investigation. Please rest assured that the investigation is being conducted

in a fair and impartial manner and a detailed report on the circumstances of the

case will be submitted to the coroner in accordance with Section 9 of the Coroners

Ordinance, Cap 504 of the Laws of Hong kong.

David Ng Ka-sing,
chief superintendent,
Police Public Relations Branch
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(1) EHEER4 CITY4 By Phyllis Tsang
Minority activists ask forensic expert for shooting inquest help

A forensic evidence specialist has been invited to help ethnic minority activists

prepare for the inquest into the death of a Nepali man killed by a police constable last
week. |

Fermi Wong Wai-fun, campaign director of Unison Hong Kong for Ethnic Equality,
said the independent expert would give an objective opinion directly related to the
legitimacy of the shooting.

The gunshot wound and how the victim was shot in the case is important evidence,
said Ms Wong, who has received threatening e-mails since questioning whether the
policeman showed sufficient cultural sensitivity in dealing with the man he killed, Dil
Bahadur Limbu, 31.

Police yesterday contacted Ms Wong about the threats, the first the NGO has received

after commenting on minorities issues.

Tn most inquests involving gunshots, government forensic and ballistics experts
provide specialist reports to the Coroner's Court.

Whether a forensic report provided by the victim's side is accepted as evidence

depends on the coroner.

Limbu's elder brother, who is in the British army, arrived from Cambridge to identify
the body.

Lawmaker James To Kun-sun asked Commissioner of Police Tang King-shing in

the Legislative Council whether any officers had been involved in leaking the

dead man's criminal record after the shooting, an act that could have been an

attempt to smear the victim.

Mr Tang said if obvious problems were found regarding the leak, police would

conduct a fair investigation.
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More than 20 ethnic minority groups will protest on Sunday to urge police to conduct
a fair investigation into the death.

Ms Wong expected around 500 people to join the protest at police headquarters.

The shooting happened on March 17 after a woman complained about a man urinating

on a hillside in Ho Man Tin, where Limbu was thought to be living.

The constable went up to the hill to investigate but was punched and hit with a
wooden chair when he tried to conduct an identity check.

The officer shot at Limbu twice, hitting him in the head once, after using his pepper
spray and dropping his baton.

Ms Wong said the language barrier was a possible factor in the shooting. A witness’

video showed the constable shouting warnings to Limbu in Cantonese, which he
might not have understood.
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(1) FEEERE SR 12009-03-27 CITY1 By Phyllis Tsang and Peter So
Brother appeals for fair probe of police shooting

Relative arrives from Britain to identify body of victim

The story of a depressed and lonely man who had difficulty fitting into Hong Kong
even among his own community emerged yesterday after the brother of the Nepali

shot dead by a policeman last week arrived to find out the truth about the man's death.

Ram Limbu, who serves in the British Army and lives in Cambridge, went to the
Kwai Chung public mortuary yesterday to identify the body of his brother, Dil
Bahadur Limbu, 31.

"] just want to know what happened and what's going on, I am not feeling well and

am very upset," Mr Limbu, who arrived from Britain on Tuesday, said.
He is scheduled to stay for four weeks to find out what happened to his brother, who
died on Tuesday last week after being shot in the head by a constable on the Ho Man

Tin hillside where he had been living.

As the Limbu family is being helped by a lawyer, Ram Lumbu did not want to say
much about his brother's death yesterday.

He said he was not sure why his brother had been living on the hillside, nor whether

he could speak Cantonese. He perscnally did not speak it even though, like his brother,

he had grown up in Hong Kong.
An ethnic minorities rights group has questioned why the policeman shouted
warnings to Dil in Cantonese instead of English before shooting him after Dil

attacked him with a chair during an identity check.

Sons of a Nepali soldier in Hong Kong, Ram and Dil were born in the city and grew
up in the Yau Ma Tei and Sham Shui Po districts.

Ram began his service in the British Army three years ago and left Hong Kong to live
in Britain with his parents.
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With a wife and seven-year-old daughter in Dharan, Nepal, Dil stayed in Hong Kong
and worked as a construction worker, said the chairman of the Nepalese Community
Club, Surendra Limbu, who is friend of the Limbu brothers.

"Dil was a quiet man, used to living alone and quite isolated himself from the

Nepalese community in the city," Surendra Limbu said.
He described Dil as a sad and depressed man, who stayed in Hong Kong despite his
daughter in Nepal missing him very much. "Dil was sick and very weak even though

he looked big and was described as a big guy by others," Surendra Limbu said.

Dil had finished high school in Nepal but had become mentally impaired in recent
years, the friend said.

Of the death, he said: "We just want to know the truth about anybody responsible for
this, not about compensation."

In an urgent meeting on Tuesday, representatives of several ethnic minorities

sroups called on the police to conduct a fair and just investigation of the shooting

case.

"All the facts related to the incident should be brought to the court," the spokesman

for Non-Resident Nepali Association's Asia-Pacific regional coalition, Ganesh Jjam,
said. "The police should apologise to the victim's family if the inquest finds out the

case is an unlawful killing."

The investigation report would be submitted to the coroner within six weeks of

the shooting, police said vesterday.

Meanwhile the force is pressing on with a review of practices in handling ethnic

minority 1Ssues.

Assistant Commissioner William Tang How-kong, chairman of the force's

working sroup on non-ethnic-Chinese, said the shooting was an unfortunate

incident,

All police were required to take a course on policing ethnic minorities with a
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focus on_possible language barriers.

"Officers are encouraged to speak more slowly and clearly to non-ethnic-Chinese

citizens," he said.

Work with ethnic minorities was expected to pose more challenges in the future

because increasing numbers of different nationalities were coming to the city to

work, he said.

About 500 members of ethnic minorities will take part in a march to the government

headquarters in Central on Sunday to call for a fair investigation into the shooting.

Civic Party West Kowloon branch chairwoman Claudia Mo Man-ching will submit a
petition with 700 signatures from Nepalis to police today with a similar request.
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(10) The Standard Tuesday, March 31, 2009
Police promise impartial inquiry on fatal shooting Adele Wong

Ethnic community fears that an investigation into the shooting dead of a homeless
Nepalese man by a police officer would be biased have been rejected by the force.

The top police public relations official vesterday promised that the investigation

will be "entirely unbiased."”

Hong Kong-born Dil Bahadur Limbu, 31, was shot in the bead by an officer who
responded - alone - to a complaint in Ho Man Tin park on March 17.

The officer fired two shots after Limbu allegedly attacked him with a wooden chair.
The second shot hit the Nepalese man 1n the head.

Limbu's death prompted a massive protest on Sunday, with demonstrators demanding

a fair and transparent inquiry and criticizing the police version of the incident.

But Police Public Relations Branch Chief Superintendent Ng Ka-sing told RTHK
that the force puts great importance on the investigation of any open- fire

incident, while promising transparency and fairness in Limbu's case.

He also dismissed worries that a police investigation of one of its officers would

not be entirely free of bias.

Ng added that experts will be summoned to testify before the coroner's court

tasked to rule on the cause of Limbu's death.

He reiterated that the force continuously strives to maintain good relations with

ethnic minority groups, including Nepalese.

Earlier, police claimed that Limbu was warned several times to stop his alleged
assault before he was shot.

But concerns were raised by protesters on Sunday that Limbu did not understand the

warnings, believed to have been given in Cantonese.

Limbu's older brother, Ram Kumar Limbu, who is based in the UK, filed an official

65




complaint with the police on March 26.

Limbu's widow, Mina Rai, and six- year-old daughter Tanchhoma are expected to fly
from Nepal to Hong Kong as early today.

The Hong Kong Nepalese Federation, one of the organizers of Sunday's protest, could

not be reached for its reaction to Ng's comments.
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