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Police force truck driver, taxis to pull up and

form a barrier to stop illegal road racers

Human roadblock

‘put public at risk’

clifford Lo and Albert Wong

Police used three taxis, a ruck and a
private car to form a roadblock ona
Kwun Tong flyover in a bid to stop at
least 14 illegal racing cars, causing a
large pile-up early yesterday.

The drivers were stilt in their vehi-
cles when six of the racers ploughed
into the roadblock just before 2am,
leaving eight people injured.

Five road racers were arrested.

After the crash, three of the racing
cars damaged in the collision made
U-tumns and sped off into oncoming
traffic before breaking down at
Laguna City.

But seven or eight other racing
cars zigzagged through the road
block or made U-tumns to escape.

Legislator James To Kun-sun
slammed the police, saying: “This
was a total neglect of civilians’ safety.
They used civilians to create a human
roadblock. v

“In everything the police do, civili-
ans’ safety should always be their
priority. The officer at the scene can-
not have thought of their safety be-
fore he acted like this. They shouldn’t
be creating a roadblock like this, even
with police cars.”

Police said they would review the
operation and determine if changes
should be made to procedures.

A spokeswoman said they had
stopped the road racers to prevent a
“more serious traffic accident”.  ~

Kwun Tong police last night were
still looking for other road racers in-
volved in the incident.

Early yesterday, police received
several complaints about illegal rac-
ing in Cheung Sha Wan and Wong
Tai Sin.

One complainant said more than
20 cars were racing along Ching
Cheung Road, Cheung Sha Wan,
heading towards Wong Tai Sin.

Just before 2am, more than 10
speeding cars were seen coming out
of the Tseung Kwan O Tunnel head-
ing towards Kwun Tong.

A police van was ordered to setup
a roadblock at the Mong Kok-bound
Kwun Tong Bypass near Kwun Tong
Ferry Pier.

Mr To, who contacted three of the
five drivers forced to join the block-
ade, said a policernan not wearing a
reflective jackethad stopped them on
the three-lane highway.

The tuck driver, 26, said a police
van had stopped in front of him and

It's unreasonable our
vehicles were used as
a cushion. My vehicle
is big. If it had been
small it would have
been crushed

A truck driver who was forced to be
part of the roadblock

an officer had ordered him and the
taxis to stop just before the cars
crashed into them.

“It's unreasonable that our vehi-
cles were used as a cushion for the

police,” he said at the scene. “My ve-

hicle is big. If it had been small it
would have been crushed.”

One of the taxi drivers, whose cab
was damaged, was also angry, saying
it was “unreasonable that our vehi-
cles were used as sandbags”.

The front wheel of one of the three
cars that broke down after speeding
away had fallen off. A policeman
stopped its driver but he assaulted
the officer and escaped on foot. An

injured 24-year-old woman was in
the car.

A policeman called to the scene
was injured when he lost control of
his motorcycle and fell on the Kwun
Tong Bypass.

The eight people injured - four
road racers, a taxi driver, two police-
men and the female passenger—were
treated at Queen Elizabeth and Unit-
ed Christian hospitals.

Mr To said the incident had des-
troyed civilians® trust in the police.
“Those drivers, who had nothing to
dowith the ilegal racing, were merely
obeying a police officer,” he said.

Such an operation should not be
conducted in an ad hoc way. “That
officer did not even have hisreflective
jacket on yet. Perhaps he was just in-
structed to stop those racing cars as
soon as possible,” Mr To said.

He called for an immediate inves-
tigation to identify who should be
held responsible. He would stay in
touch with the drivers abouty wheth-
er they should sue for negligence.

Police received 226 complaints
about road racing last year, 497 in
2007 and 351 in 2006, but only 99 of
the cases were confirmed as illegal
road racing. ’
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CITY1I CITY! By Phyllis Tsang and Clifford Lo
FEr 520 words

Police chief apologises for roadblock

Officers' involvement of civilians was error of judgment, says Tang King-shing

The police chief yesterday apologised to drivers who were ordered by officers to form a "human
roadblock" to stop illegal racing cars early on Monday, leading to a pile-up that left six people injured.

In his first public apology since he took office in 2007, Commissioner Tang King-shing said it had been
an error of judgment.

"There was an error of judgment in the operation. I apologise to the citizens, car owners and drivers who
were affected," he said.

He added that police would review their procedures and insisted that public safety was the key element
of police operations.

Police stopped five vehicles - three taxis, a truck and a private car - on the Kwun Tong Bypass at about
2am 1n an effort to stop an illegal race by at least 14 cars, six of which crashed into the roadblock.

Mr Tang condemned those people participating in i1llegal car racing. "This 1s an 1rresponsible act which
could lead to serious traffic accidents," he said.

Drivers of three of the cars that hit the roadblock were detained at the scene.

Three others made U-turns and made off against approaching traffic. They drove down a flyover but the
badly damaged vehicles got no further than Laguna City in Kwun Tong.

Two drivers were arrested there but one assaulted police officers and fled, leaving an injured woman in
the damaged car.

The five arrested men, aged 23 to 30, were released last night on HK$10,000 and must report back to
police at the end of the month.

There had been no further arrests but an investigator said the man who fled had been i1dentified.

An 1nvestigator said it would be difficult to find other racers who sped through the roadblock or made
U-turns to escape because there were no surveillance cameras at nearby tunnels or highways.

http://legcoes.wisenews.net/ses/tool.do? 2009/9/21
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Legisiative Council security panel chairman Lau Kong-wah said police should review their procedure for
tackling 1llegal car racing and the panel would look into this.

Panel deputy chairman James To Kun-sun - who on Monday described the operation as a "human
roadblock" - said one of the taxi drivers involved had already filed a complaint.

He said police were liable for compensation claims as they had neglected civilians' safety.

Chief Superintendent David Ng Ka-sing, head of police public relations, said: "If it 1s proved police need
to take responsibility [for compensation], police will absolutely take the responsibility and we will fully
help them to make claims."

The president of the Taxi Drivers and Owners Association, Ng Kwan-sing, said it might be difficult for
the car owners and drivers to seek compensation from police. "There 1s a grey area on 1nsurance claims
if the car 1s damaged while 1t 1s being lent to the police," he said.

The Independent Police Complaints Council said 1t had asked for information about police practice in
such cases and would look into whether there were any faults or deficiencies that might lead to

complaints.

If any faults were found, the council would make recommendations to the police to rectify them.

Y 1“?}5"77 200907150270101

http://legcoes.wisenews.net/ses/tool.do? 2009/9/21
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