






  

Number of Full-time Non-Civil Service Contract Staff in Home Affairs Department as at 28.2.2009 

 Headquarters/ 

District Office 

 

 

Job Category  

Head-
quarters

Central 
& 

West- 
ern 

Wan 
Chai Eastern South-

ern 

Yau 
Tsim 
Mong

Sham 
Shui Po

Kow- 
loon 
City

Wong 
Tai Sin

Kwun 
Tong Islands Sai 

Kung Sha Tin Tai Po North Tsuen 
Wan

Kwai 
Tsing

Tuen 
Mun 

Yuen 
Long Total   

Executive Support 8 8 2 4 4 3 15 2 2 2 3 4 2 5 4 4 4 4 4 84 

Liaison 4        1  1   1 1  2   10 

Project 
Coordination 19 2 4 7 3 15 14 10 11 14 7 4 7 7 8 8 7 10 4 161 

Clerical Support 20 2 4 2 1   2 1 2 3 1 1 2 2 3  2 2 50 

Architect 1                   1 

Engineer 2                   2 

Licensing Inspector 11                   11 

Technical Support 2          2 2  1    1 1 9 

Information 
Technology  
Support 

4                   4 

General Support 1   3 1   2   1 2   1 2 1 1  15 

Total 72 12 10 16 9 18 29 16 15 18 17 13 10 16 16 17 14 18 11 347 Note 

 
Note: Of these staff, 175 were engaged by the Home Affairs Department on behalf of the 18 District Councils (DCs) by using not more than 10% of the DCs’ allocation of District 

Council Funds to discharge DC duties all year round and 38 were “occupying” civil service vacancies which would be filled by civil servants in due course.   
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Establishment and Strength of Home Affairs Department as at 28.2.2009 
 

Head- 
quarters

Central 
& 

West-
ern 

Wan 
Chai Eastern South-

ern 

Yau 
Tsim 
Mong

Sham 
Shui Po

Kow-
loon 
City 

Wong 
Tai Sin

Kwun 
Tong Island Sai 

Kung Sha Tin Tai Po North Tsuen 
Wan

Kwai 
Tsing

Tuen 
Mun 

Yuen 
Long Total 

Headquarters 
     /District 

Office 
 
Rank 
 E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S 

Administrative 
Officer Staff 
Grade A  1 1                                             1 1 
Administrative 
Officer Staff 
Grade B 2 2                                             2 2 
Administrative 
Officer Staff 
Grade C 4 3 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 22 18 
Senior 
Administrative 
Officer  2 1       1 0           1 1      1 1       1 0 1 1 1 1 8 5 
Administrative 
Officer  3 5 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1   1 1 1 1   1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1        15 19 
Senior Principal 
Executive 
Officer  1 0   0 1               0 1    0 1                  1 3 
Principal 
Executive 
Officer 0 1                                             0 1 
Chief Executive 
Officer  7 3                                             7 3 
Senior Executive 
Officer  17 16 2 0 2 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 53 46 
Executive 
Officer I  17 18 2 3 2 1 5 4 2 2 3 4 2 2 3 4 3 2 2 3 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 2 2 1 1 52 52 
Executive 
Officer II  11 12 7 5 5 6 6 6 4 4 6 5 5 3 4 4 8 7 7 6 5 5 7 5 7 8 7 4 6 3 6 5 7 5 6 3 7 4 121 100 

Legend E = Establishment S= Strength 
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Head- 
quarters

Central 
& 

West-
ern 

Wan 
Chai Eastern South-

ern 

Yau 
Tsim 
Mong

Sham 
Shui Po

Kow-
loon 
City 

Wong 
Tai Sin

Kwun 
Tong Island Sai 

Kung Sha Tin Tai Po North Tsuen 
Wan

Kwai 
Tsing

Tuen 
Mun 

Yuen 
Long Total 

Headquarters 
     /District 

Office 
 
Rank E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S 
Senior Clerical 
Officer 7 7                                         1 1 8 8 
Clerical Officer 18 17 3 2 3 3 4 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 4 3 3 2 4 3 4 4 3 3 4 3 3 3 4 4 4 4 3 3 5 5 5 5 83 77 
Assistant 
Clerical Officer 60 53 10 11 4 5 8 7 8 8 14 13 10 11 11 12 9 9 11 11 11 10 10 10 10 10 12 11 15 15 8 8 13 13 15 15 17 17 256 249 
Clerical 
Assistant 28 28 5 5 8 9 12 13 13 8 9 11 15 13 11 11 11 11 13 11 6 7 7 11 21 17 12 14 6 6 13 12 21 15 9 9 12 12 232 223 
Office Assistant 8 9           2 0     1 2 3 3 2 1 2 2 2 1 1 1   2 2   1 1 1 1 5 5 30 28 
Confidential 
Assistant  3 3                                             3 3 
Senior Personal 
Secretary  1 1                                             1 1 
Personal 
Secretary I  7 7 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 25 25 
Personal 
Secretary II  11 9 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 29 27 
Supervisor of 
Typing Services 1 1                                              1 1 
Senior Typist     1 1                                           1 1 
Typist  6 5 3 2         0 1           3 3                    12 11 
Telephone 
Operator                          0 1        2 0              2 1 
Chief Official 
Languages 
Officer  1 1                                             1 1 
Senior Official 
Languages 
Officer  4 4                                             4 4 
Official 
Languages 
Officer I  5 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 23 21 

Legend E = Establishment S= Strength 
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Head- 
quarters

Central 
& 

West-
ern 

Wan 
Chai Eastern South-

ern 

Yau 
Tsim 
Mong

Sham 
Shui Po

Kow-
loon 
City 

Wong 
Tai Sin

Kwun 
Tong Island Sai 

Kung Sha Tin Tai Po North Tsuen 
Wan

Kwai 
Tsing

Tuen 
Mun 

Yuen 
Long Total 

Headquarters 
     /District 

Office 
Rank 

 E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S 
Official 
Languages 
Officer II  5 7 0 0                                           5 7 
Senior 
Calligraphist 1 1                                             1 1 
Calligraphist  2 2   2 2 2 2 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 35 35 
Supplies Officer 1 1                                             1 1 
Assistant 
Supplies Officer 1 1                                             1 1 
Supplies 
Supervisor I 3 3                                             3 3 
Supplies 
Supervisor II 6 5                                             6 5 
Supplies 
Assistant  2 2                                             2 2 
Supplies 
Attendant 1 0                                             1 0 
Principal Liaison 
Officer 1 0                                             1 0 
Chief Liaison 
Officer 6 5                                             6 5 
Senior Liaison 
Officer 5 4 2 1 2 2 2 1 1 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 2 1 2 2 2 2 35 25 
Liaison Officer I 14 15 6 5 6 5 7 6 7 5 9 9 9 10 8 6 6 7 9 7 6 5 7 5 8 9 7 5 7 6 7 6 8 8 8 5 8 7 147 131 
Liaison Officer 
II 6 6 14 15 12 13 18 20 12 14 17 18 17 17 16 19 14 13 18 19 9 10 11 13 16 16 11 12 10 13 13 14 17 16 17 20 17 18 265 286 
Housing Officer                                         1 0 2 0     3 0 
Chief Engineer 1 1                                             1 1 
Senior Engineer 2 2                                             2 2 

Legend E = Establishment S= Strength 
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Head- 
quarters

Central 
& 

West-
ern 

Wan 
Chai Eastern South-

ern 

Yau 
Tsim 
Mong

Sham 
Shui Po

Kow-
loon 
City 

Wong 
Tai Sin

Kwun 
Tong Island Sai 

Kung Sha Tin Tai Po North Tsuen 
Wan

Kwai 
Tsing

Tuen 
Mun 

Yuen 
Long Total 

Headquarters 
     /District 

Office 
Rank  

E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S 
Engineer/Assista
nt Engineer 2 2                                             2 2 
Building 
Services 
Engineer 1 1                                             1 1 
Senior Architect 1 1                                             1 1 
Architect 2 2                                             2 2 
Quantity 
Surveyor 1 1                                             1 1 
Chief Technical 
Officer 1 1                                             1 1 
Senior Technical 
Officer 1 1                                             1 1 
Technical 
Officer 2 2                                             2 2 
Senior Inspector 
of Works  3 3                       1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0   1 1 1 1 11 10 
Inspector of 
Works  8 4                       1 2 1 0  1 1 2 1 2 1 2   0 1 3 2 16 16 
Assistant 
Inspector of 
Works  12 13                       4 5 4 4 4 2 4 4 5 5 3 3 2 2 4 3 6 7 48 48 
Works 
Supervisor I  9 5                       5 3 3 4 2 2 3 3 5 4 1 1 1 1 2 3 6 5 37 31 
Works 
Supervisor I 
(Electrical) 1 1                                              1 1 
Works 
Supervisor II    7                       6 3 3 2 1 0 3 3 3 5 3 3 1 2 4 2 5 7 29 34 
Motor Driver 12 12 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 33 32 
Workman I 1 1                                              1 1 
Workman II 11 10 3 3 2 2 1 1 2 1 5 5 5 4 1 1   4 3 2 1 5 5 5 5 7 7 1 1 5 5 2 2 3 3 4 3 68 62 

Legend E = Establishment S= Strength 
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Head- 
quarters

Central 
& 

West-
ern 

Wan 
Chai Eastern South-

ern 

Yau 
Tsim 
Mong

Sham 
Shui Po

Kow-
loon 
City 

Wong 
Tai Sin

Kwun 
Tong Island Sai 

Kung Sha Tin Tai Po North Tsuen 
Wan

Kwai 
Tsing

Tuen 
Mun 

Yuen 
Long Total 

Headquarters 
     /District 

Office 
 
Rank  E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S E S 
Statistical Officer 
(SO) II/Student 
SO  2 2                                             2 2 
Property 
Attendant                                       1 1          1 1 
Chief Building 
Surveyor (BS) 1 1                                             1 1 
Senior BS 2 2                                             2 2 
Building Surveyor 7 6                                             7 6 
Structural 
Engineer  1 1                                             1 1 
Technical Officer 
(Structural) 1 1                                             1 1 
Senior Survey 
Officer  4 4                                             4 4 
Survey Officer  11 11                                             11 11 
Divisional Officer 1 1                                             1 1 
Assistant 
Divisoinal Officer 1 1                                             1 1 
Senior Station 
Officer/Station 
Officer 9 9                                             9 9 
Systems Manager 1 1                                             1 1 
Analyst/ 
Programmer I 2 1                                             2 1 
Analyst/ 
Programmer II 0 1                                             0 1 

Total 393 374 64 59 54 56 73 72 63 54 78 78 78 74 71 72 69 65 82 76 78 74 76 76 94 87 85 81 78 77 78 75 90 80 91 86 112 109 No 
1807 

te 
1725 

Legend E = Establishment S= Strength   
Note: There are 82 vacancies.  Of these vacancies, 38 were being “occupied” by non-civil service contract staff and the vacancies would be filled by civil servants in 
due course. 



   

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB150 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0925 Head: 63 - Home Affairs Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) District Administration  

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 

Regarding visits to buildings with owners’ corporations/mutual aid committees/owners’ 
committees/residents’ organisations, the actual numbers of visits in 2007 and 2008 and 
the estimated number in 2009 are over 40 000.  What are the duration and scope of 
discussion of these visits?  On what occasions do these visits take place?  Are they 
initiated by the visited parties or the Administration?  How is their effectiveness 
evaluated? 
 
Asked by : Hon. SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 
 
Reply : 
 
To promote effective building management and community building, District Office staff 
pay visits to buildings with owners’ corporations, mutual aid committees, owners’ 
committees or other kinds of residents’ organisations.  A wide range of issues,  such as 
operation of the residents’ organisations, statutory requirements under the Building 
Management Ordinance and good practices in building management are discussed during 
the visits.  The duration of visits varies from case to case depending on the number and 
complexity of the issues to be discussed, but would generally take around half an hour to 
several hours.  District Office staff usually take the initiative to conduct the visits but 
may also do so upon invitation by residents’ organisations.  These visits have generally 
met the objective of promoting effective building management. 
 

 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters Mrs Pamela TAN 

Post Title Director of Home Affairs 

Date 19 March 2009 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB151 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0926 Head: 63 - Home Affairs Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) District Administration  

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 
It is stated that the Administration will continue to ensure that public views on important 
issues are reflected for consideration in the policy-making process in 2009-10.  What 
specific measures will be taken to achieve this target? 
 
Asked by : Hon. SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 
 
Reply : 
 
To enhance the communication between the Administration and the District Councils 
(DCs) and ensure that public views on important issues are reflected to the 
Administration, we will continue to -  
 
(a) assist policy bureaux and departments to organise public consultations, including 

consultation with DCs on district and territory-wide issues; 
 
(b) arrange for Heads of Departments with direct interface with the public to attend 

DC meetings on a regular basis; 
 
(c) organise special briefings by Heads of Departments to all DC members to 

facilitate focused discussion on issues of mutual concern; and 
 
(d) collect public views through our district offices’ regular contacts with Area 

Committees, Rural Committees, owners’ corporations and mutual aid committees. 
 

 

Signature  

Name in block letters Mrs Pamela TAN 

Post Title Director of Home Affairs 

Date 17 March 2009 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB152 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0927 Head: 63 - Home Affairs Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Local Environmental Improvements  

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 
Would the Administration please inform this Committee in the case that the annual 
provision of $300 million for district minor works is not fully spent, what would be the 
arrangement of the unspent balance?  Will it be carried forward to the next financial 
year?  If yes, what are the details?  If no, what are the reasons? 
 
 
Asked by : Hon. SHEK Lai-him, Abraham  
 
Reply : 
 
The District Minor Works Programme is funded under a block allocation under the 
Capital Works Reserve Fund.  The funding is approved on an annual basis by the 
Finance Committee for use in a specific financial year.  Similar to other block 
allocations under the Capital Works Reserve Fund, unspent fund cannot be carried 
forward to the following financial year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters Mrs Pamela TAN 

Post Title Director of Home Affairs 

Date 17 March 2009 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB153 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0928 Head: 63 - Home Affairs Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Local Environmental Improvements  

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 
Of the increase in the estimate for 2009-10 of $34.6 million (20.2%), please give a 
breakdown of the increase by factor, including provision for maintenance and 
management of District Minor Works projects, the creation of 12 posts, salary increments 
for existing staff, filling of vacancies in 2008-09, and provision for capital items. 
 
Asked by : Hon. SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 
 
Reply : 
 
The factors leading to the $34.6 million or 20.2% increase in the provision under 
Programme (3) for 2009-10 over the revised estimate for 2008-09 are as follows - 

 
 Item $ million 
1 Increase in provision for maintenance and management 

of District Minor Works projects 
20.0 

2 Increase in personal emoluments including increments 
for existing staff and filling of vacancies in 2008-09 

4.6 

3 Net increase in provision for operating expenses 3.9 
4 Creation of 12 posts 3.9 
5 Increase in provision for capital items 2.2 
 Total 34.6 

 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters Mrs Pamela TAN 

Post Title Director of Home Affairs 

Date 17 March 2009 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB154 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0929 Head: 63 - Home Affairs Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (5) Territory Planning and Development  

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 
The provision for territory planning and development has increased by 5.1% compared to 
2008-09.  Please advise the full year cost of filling vacancies and the expenditure on 
salary increments. 
 
Asked by : Hon. SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 
 
Reply : 
 
We have not set aside dedicated staff establishment for territory planning and 
development.  Staff of Home Affairs Department Headquarters and District Offices 
undertake the work as part of their normal duties.  The increase of $0.9 million or 5.1% 
in the provision for territory planning and development in 2009-10 over the revised 
estimate for 2008-09 is mainly due to the full year cost of filling vacancies in 2008-09 
and the expenditure on salary increments, which is calculated based on the estimated 
percentage of time involved in the work by the staff concerned in collecting public 
feedback on government policies/proposals/projects. 

 
 
 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters Mrs Pamela TAN 

Post Title Director of Home Affairs 

Date 17 March 2009 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB155 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0930 Head: 63 - Home Affairs Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (5) Territory Planning and Development  

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 
With the introduction of major infrastructural projects and development proposals in 
recent years, the workload in gauging local views may have increased.  In this 
connection, would the Administration inform this Committee: 
 
Whether the Home Affairs Department will directly approach area committees or 
perhaps owners’ corporations and mutual aid committees etc to listen to the views of the 
grass-root.  If yes, what proportion of all the views gauged is collected from this 
channel?  If no, what are the reasons? 
 
Asked by : Hon. SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 
 
Reply : 
 
The Home Affairs Department (HAD)’s assessments of the likely reactions of the 
community on infrastructural projects and development proposals are based on views 
collected from local residents by the District Offices (DOs) through consultations with 
owners’ corporations and mutual aid committees.  Views are also collected through 
meetings with District Councils, Rural Committees  and Area Committees.  For major 
infrastructural projects and development proposals, DOs also assist relevant departments 
to hold forums to explain project details to residents, if necessary.   
 
As the mode and scale of consultation will depend on the nature of the infrastructural 
projects and development proposals, it is difficult to provide an estimate on the relative 
proportions of different modes of consultation conducted. 

 

Signature  

Name in block letters Mrs PAMELA TAN 

Post Title Director of Home Affairs 

Date 17 March 2009 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB156 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1970 Head: 63 - Home Affairs Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Licensing  

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 
Please inform this Committee of the situation of unlicensed bedspace apartments as the 
Administration understood, including the number of apartments, bedspaces, rooms and 
lodgers as well as information on the rentals and building and fire safety conditions.  In 
2009, will there be any resources for a comprehensive survey in order to gain a better 
understanding of the situation of these apartments, to offer appropriate assistance to the 
lodgers and to improve the present high rent levels and poor conditions? 
 
Asked by : Hon. TO Kun-sun, James 
 
Reply :  
 
The Home Affairs Department (HAD) is responsible for administering the Bedspace 
Apartments Ordinance (Cap 447).  The Ordinance provides a licensing regime to 
regulate the building and fire safety of bedspace apartments in which there are 12 or 
more bedspaces each rented for the sleeping accommodation of one person.  Premises 
which fall outside the purview of the Ordinance are regulated as with other general 
private accommodation, and HAD does not have information about these premises. 
 
People who could not afford the rents of private accommodation and are eligible for 
public rental housing may apply to the Housing Authority for public rental housing.  In 
addition, people with genuine and pressing housing needs may seek assistance from the 
Social Welfare Department (SWD).  The assistance may include financial assistance to 
meet rental and removal expenses, referrals for applications for Comprehensive Social 
Security Assistance, arrangement for admission into urban singleton hostels under 
SWD’s purview and referrals  to the Housing Department for admission to public rental 
housing on compassionate grounds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

Signature  

Name in block letters Mrs Pamela TAN 

Post Title Director of Home Affairs 

Date 17 March 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB157 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1971 Head: 63 - Home Affairs Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Licensing  

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question :  
 
Would the Administration please advise the total number of bedspaces and rooms provided by 
the 18 licensed bedspace apartments, the present number of singletons and families residing and 
the total number of lodgers?  Please also state the range of the rents and the average rents. 
  
Asked by : Hon. TO Kun-sun, James 
 
Reply :  
 
As at 31.12.2008, the 18 licensed bedspace apartments provide a total of 979 bedspaces, 
with 790 lodgers. 
 
Two of these licensed apartments are purpose-built singleton hostels managed by non-
government organisations under the Home Affairs Department’s Singleton Hostel 
Programme.  These hostels account for 580 bedspaces, with 488 lodgers.  The monthly 
charges range from $700 to $1,260. 
 
We do not have information on the rents of the other 16 apartments, as they are run by 
private operators and rents are not regulated under the Bedspace Apartments Ordinance. 
 
 

 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters Mrs Pamela TAN 

Post Title Director of Home Affairs 

Date 17 March 2009 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB158 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1972 Head: 63 - Home Affairs Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Licensing  

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 
(a) For the three years from 2006 to 2008, what is the respective number of bedspace 

apartment lodgers and other eligible persons admitted, the number of residents and 
the occupancy rate of singleton hostels? 

(b) For the three years from 2006 to 2008, how many singleton hostel residents had 
moved out because the residing period expired?  And how many moved out after 
successful application for public rental housing? 

 
Asked by : Hon. TO Kun-sun, James 
 
Reply :  
 
(a) The requested information is as follows :- 
 

 Year 
 2006 2007 2008 
Total number of people admitted 407 337 317 
Average total number of lodgers  569 530 515 
Average occupancy rate 
 
(i) Hostels converted from premises of 

individual private buildings 
 

 
 

60% 

 
 

54% 

 
 

47% 

(ii) Purpose-built multi-storey hostels 81% 81% 85% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
(b) The requested information is as follows :- 
 

Year  
2006 2007 2008 

Total number of lodgers moved out due to 
expiry of residing period (Note) 102 101 75 

Total number of lodgers moved out due to 
successful application for public rental 
housing 

59 84 81 

 
 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters Mrs Pamela TAN 

Post Title Director of Home Affairs 

Date 17 March 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
( N o t e )  The operators  of  the s ingleton hostels  would ensure  that  a  lodger  would  not  be rendered 

homeless  due to  expiry of  the resid ing per iod.  



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB159 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1973 Head: 63 - Home Affairs Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Licensing  

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 
The Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2009-10 stated the implementation of the 
Singleton Hostel Programme.  What are the details and resources involved?  Will the 
number of bedspaces be increased?  Will there be rental subsidy to the lodgers or any 
forms of assistance to strengthen the support to the non-profit-making organisations 
operating the hostels in order to lower the rent? 
 
Asked by : Hon. TO Kun-sun, James 
 
Reply : 
 
In 2009-10, the Home Affairs Department’s Singleton Hostel Programme (SHP) mainly 
comprises two singleton hostels, namely the Sunrise House in Sham Shui Po managed by 
the Salvation Army and the High Street House in Sai Ying Pun managed by the 
Neighbourhood Advice-Action Council.  They provide a total of 580 bedspaces and are 
operated on a self-financing basis. 
 
SHP was specifically launched to accommodate those people displaced as a result of the 
implementation of the Bedspace Apartments Ordinance (Cap 447) when it was enacted in 
1994.  As the objective has been achieved, there is no plan to increase the number of 
bedspaces or provide rental subsidy under SHP.  However, people who could not afford 
the rents of private accommodation and are eligible for public rental housing may apply 
to the Housing Authority for public rental housing.  In addition, people with genuine 
and pressing housing needs may seek assistance from the Social Welfare Department 
(SWD).  The assistance may include financial assistance to meet rental and removal 
expenses, referrals for applications for Comprehensive Social Security Assistance, 
arrangement for admission into urban singleton hostels under SWD’s purview and 
referrals to the Housing Department for admission to public rental housing on 
compassionate grounds. 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters Mrs Pamela TAN 

Post Title Director of Home Affairs 

Date 17 March 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB160 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2503 Head: 63 - Home Affairs Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Community Building  

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 
It is stated in the Brief Description under this Programme that the Home Affairs 
Department is responsible for monitoring the provision of services for new arrivals from 
the Mainland to facilitate their integration into the community. However, many new 
arrivals still encounter difficulties in looking after their families and at work due to the 
lack of community support.  In this connection, please inform this Committee of the 
following :  
 
(a) What were the progress, effectiveness and expenditure of the services in 2008-09? 
 
(b) Will the Administration provide additional resources to districts with high 

concentration of new arrivals for setting up new arrivals service centres, and assign 
dedicated officer to deal with such support services? 

 
(c) How many requests for assistance were received by the 18 district offices (DOs) 

from new arrivals (including referrals and follow-up cases)? What proportion of over 
the total requests was received by individual DOs and what was the expenditure 
involved? 

 
Asked by : Hon.WONG Kwok-kin 
 
Reply : 
 
(a) The Home Affairs Department (HAD) has been co-ordinating the services provided 

by various government departments to new arrivals from the Mainland, with a view 
to facilitating their integration into the community.  Insofar as the HAD is 
concerned, we published a handbook on services available to new arrivals, such as 
education, welfare, employment and health care services.  We also engaged non-
government organisations to organise orientation programmes for new arrivals.  
These services have served the purpose of familiarizing new arrivals with the 
situation in Hong Kong.  The expenditure incurred by HAD for these services in 
2008-09 was about $1.8  million, which did not include the costs of direct services 
to new arrivals provided by other government departments concerned. 

 



  

(b) Various government departments, including Social Welfare Department, Labour 
Department and Education Bureau, have provided a wide range of  services for the 
new arrivals from the Mainland upon their arrival in Hong Kong.  These include 
employment assistance, job matching and tailor-made employment briefing sessions, 
induction and initiation programmes for newly-arrived students and a continuum of 
preventive, supportive and therapeutic social welfare services.  The departments 
concerned also allocate resources to strengthen their programmes in districts with 
higher concentration of new arrivals and other disadvantaged groups.  The 
departments concerned have no plan to set up new arrival service centres. 

 
(c) We do not have a breakdown of the requests for assistance received by DOs from the 

new arrivals.  Requests for assistance are not necessarily directed at DOs as HAD is 
the inter-departmental co-ordination and not the provider of direct services for new 
arrivals. 
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Name in block letters Mrs Pamela TAN 
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2504 Head: 63 - Home Affairs Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Local Environmental Improvements  

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 
The Rural Public Works (RPW) programme was introduced in 1999 to provide funding 
for upgrading the infrastructure and improving the living environment of the rural 
community.  The exceptionally heavy rainfall in 2008 caused incidents of landslips and 
flooding in a number of rural areas and brought about damages to the facilities and living 
environment of many villages.  Would the Administration inform this Committee of the 
following: 
 
(a) Is the 10% increase in the estimated expenditure in 2009-10, compared with 2008-

09, the additional provision to cater for the above incidents? 
 
(b)  Apart from the RPW programme, are there any other channels through which 

residents and communities affected by natural disasters may apply for financial 
assistance for restoration of rural facilities? 

 
(c) What are the number and expenditure of minor works projects in various districts 

under the RPW programme in 2008-09? 
                          

 
Asked by : Hon. WONG Kwok-kin 
 
Reply :  
 
(a)    The objective of the RPW programme is to upgrade the infrastructure and 

improve the living environment of rural areas in the New Territories in response 
to local demand.  Projects include a variety of improvement works to basic 
facilities such as footpaths and drainage systems.  As the planning and 
implementation of projects of different nature involve varying time frames, the 
level of expenditure under the programme will also vary from year to year.  The 
estimated expenditure in 2009 is $127 million which represents a 15% increase 
compared with the expenditure in 2008.  This estimated expenditure is derived 
on the basis of the anticipated progress of works under the various projects and is 
not solely or directly  related to works arising from the rainstorms.   

 



  

(b) Apart from the RPW programme, the Local Public Works (Maintenance) vote 
under the control of the Director of Home Affairs is available for carrying out 
maintenance of local public works in rural areas of the New Territories and for 
emergency repairs arising from natural disasters.  District Offices concerned can 
fund urgent repair works to reinstate rural facilities destroyed by natural disasters.  
In 2008, we completed a total of 306 local public works projects and incurred an 
expenditure of $34.3 million.  The projects included maintenance of drainage 
channels, footpaths as well as urgent remedial works to rural facilities.  In 
addition, from 2008-09 onwards, an annual allocation of $300 million is provided 
under the District Minor  Works Programme for the 18 District Councils to 
implement minor district improvement works including projects in rural areas of 
the New Territories. 

 
(c) In 2008, we have completed 103 RPW projects and the expenditure incurred 

under the programme is $110.8 million.  The breakdown of projects and 
expenditure by district is  set out below – 

 

District Actual Expenditure 
($ million) 

No. of Projects Completed 

Islands 18.17 11 
Kwai Tsing 7.49 7 

North 12.36 7 
Sai Kung 16.96 9 
Sha Tin 4.20 5 

Tuen Mun 7.13 8 
Tai Po 16.28 17 

Tsuen Wan 5.27 9 
Yuen Long 17.77 27 

Headquarters 5.20 3 
Total 110.83 103 
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  Question Serial No.

2416 Head: 74 – Information Services Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Public Relations Outside Hong Kong 

Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

The Information Services Department noted that the number of visiting journalists and film 
crews assisted in 2008 was substantially increased to 615 because of a large number of 
overseas/Mainland media corps who came to cover the 2008 Olympic and Paralympic Equestrian 
Events.  However, the estimated number for 2009 is 265.  Since the East Asian Games will be 
held in Hong Kong in 2009 and it is anticipated that media from at least nine countries will come 
to the territory to cover the event, what are the reasons for estimating the figure at 265, which is 
even lower than 291 for 2007. 
 

Asked by: Hon. CHAN Tanya 

Reply: 

Nearly 300 journalists visited Hong Kong in 2007 (which marked the 10th anniversary of Hong 
Kong’s reunification with the Mainland) to report on Hong Kong and to cover the celebration 
events.  The number of visiting journalists in 2007 more than doubled that in an ordinary year 
(around 130).   
 
For 2008, over 600 overseas and Mainland journalists visited Hong Kong to cover the Beijing 
Olympic and Paralympic Equestrian Events with 42 and 28 countries/regions respectively 
competing.   
 
As for 2009, nine countries/ regions will compete in the East Asian Games (EAG) to be held in 
December.  Given the smaller number of competing countries/regions, we expect that the 
overseas and Mainland journalists visiting Hong Kong to cover the EAG will be fewer than those 
in 2007 and 2008, but will still be more than those in an ordinary year.  

 

Signature  

Name in block letters Mrs Betty FUNG 

Post Title Director of Information Services 

Date 18.3.2009 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB163 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2417 Head: 74 – Information Services Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Public Relations Outside Hong Kong 

Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

The Information Services Department noted that the staging of the 2009 East Asian Games in 
December 2009 will provide an excellent opportunity to promote Hong Kong’s credentials as 
one of Asia’s major sporting event locations. What are the details of the publicity programmes 
and expenditure involved? 
 

Asked by: Hon. CHAN Tanya 

Reply: 

The Information Services Department (ISD) works closely with the Leisure and Cultural 
Services Department (LCSD), the 2009 East Asian Games (Hong Kong) Limited and the Hong 
Kong Economic and Trade Offices (ETOs) in the Mainland and overseas to promote the 2009 
East Asian Games (EAG) through a variety of publicity programmes.  We will promote the city 
as one of Asia’s major sporting event locations through different channels, including broadcast of 
promotional videos and a theme song; placement of supplements in media, leaflets, press 
releases, exhibitions and other promotional activities as well as sponsoring journalists to visit 
Hong Kong.   
 
The expenditure for promoting EAG will be largely funded by LCSD. Expenditure incurred by 
ISD and the ETOs in supporting the publicity activities will be met by their respective existing 
resources.  In 2009-10, ISD will allocate about $3 million for promotion of EAG outside Hong 
Kong.  This is on top of what ISD will spend on promoting EAG locally and that to be spent by 
other departments and agencies on EAG publicity.  
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Name in block letters Mrs Betty FUNG 

Post Title Director of Information Services

Date 18.3.2009 
 

 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB164 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2067 Head: 74 – Information Services Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (5) Publishing 

Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

For the financial year 2009-10, what are the estimated numbers of annual reports to be published 
by various government departments, the estimated quantity of paper required and the expenditure 
involved?  If these figures are not readily available, please compile the statistics as soon as 
possible. 

Is there any plan to reduce the expenditure and the quantity of paper involved in this respect?  
Will consideration be given to publishing the annual reports on the Internet or in the format of 
CD-ROMs? 

 

Asked by: Hon. TSE Wai-chun, Paul 

Reply: 

In line with the e-Government policy, government bureaux and departments are reminded 
regularly to produce electronic version of annual departmental reports instead of hard copies.  
In 2009-10, less than 30% of all government bureaux/departments/agencies will produce print 
annual reports, while others will produce electronic reports for uploading onto departmental 
websites and/or CD-ROMs only.   

For the departments/agencies which will print annual reports in 2009-10, it is estimated that 
about 31 000 copies will be printed.  The number of pages of the annual departmental reports 
ranges from 40 to 160 pages; and the estimated printing cost ranges from $4,000 to $500,000 for 
each department.  The cost will be absorbed by the individual departments.  

We will continue to encourage departments to produce electronic copies as far as practicable. 

Signature  

Name in block letters Mrs Betty FUNG 

Post Title Director of Information Services

Date 18.3.2009 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB165 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0671 Head: 74 – Information Services Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Public Relations Outside Hong Kong 

Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question:  

It is mentioned in paragraph 71 of the Budget Speech that the updated Brand Hong Kong will be 
promoted.  What are the details and the expenditure involved? 

Asked by: Hon. WONG Ting-kwong 

Reply: 

In the 2007-08 Policy Address, the Chief Executive invited the Financial Secretary to formulate 
strategies to revitalise Brand Hong Kong (BrandHK) and to step up publicity efforts highlighting 
Hong Kong as Asia’s world city.  To this end, the Information Services Department initiated a 
review of BrandHK last year.  Through public opinion surveys, consultation sessions, focus 
group discussions, a dedicated website and various public engagement programmes, we have 
reached out to various sectors and the general community to tap their views and aspirations on 
the core values of BrandHK and the city’s future competitive positioning. 

We are now collating and analysing the views collected through various channels with a view to 
incorporating new elements into BrandHK and revising the marketing strategy.  We expect to 
complete the exercise by the end of 2009.  We plan to promote the updated BrandHK and Hong 
Kong’s image as a world city to the international and Mainland audience during the World 
Exposition 2010 Shanghai China. 

As regards expenditure, we have spent about $3.3 million on engaging professional services in, 
among others, conducting public opinion surveys, setting up a dedicated website and conducting 
various public engagement programmes.    

Signature  

Name in block letters Mrs Betty FUNG 

Post Title Director of Information Services

Date 18.3.2009 
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2922 Head: 74 – Information Services Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (5) Publishing 

Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 

Question: 

What is the amount of public money involved in producing a budget consultation comic book for 
the 2009-10 Budget? To my knowledge, members of the public who have read it gave adverse 
comments on it. How does the Financial Secretary assess the cost effectiveness of publishing the 
comic book? 

Asked by: Hon. WONG Yuk-man 

Reply: 

To enhance young people’s understanding and participation in the budget process, the Financial 
Secretary adopted new and creative measures for the 2009-10 Budget consultation. These 
include a comic book “Tomorrow – Future for Today”. 

The comic book was produced by a renowned local cartoonist, with the key message that “future 
success is built on today’s decisions”. A total of 30 000 copies were produced at the cost of 
$337,000 (including design, illustration, printing and delivery costs) and distributed primarily at 
secondary schools. 

By the Budget Day in 2009, the Financial Secretary’s Office has received some 6 750 
submissions on the Budget, as compared to 1 005 submissions received in 2008.  The nearly 
six-fold increase in submissions received indicates that the new and creative approach adopted 
this year has helped generate greater public interest and response in the budget consultation 
process.   

 

Signature  

Name in block letters Mrs Betty FUNG 

Post Title Director of Information Services 

Date 18.3.2009 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB167 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2923 Head: 74 – Information Services Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Local Public Relations and Public Information 

Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 

Question:  

The Financial Secretary has produced a set of Announcements in the Public Interest calling on 
the public to give their views on the 2009-10 Budget. How much public money has been spent 
on this? 

Asked by: Hon. WONG Yuk-man 

 

Reply: 

As with previous years, the Financial Secretary launched a public consultation exercise to solicit 
the community’s views on the 2009-10 Budget. For this purpose, the Government has 
commissioned the production of a set of TV and Radio Announcements in the Public Interest at 
the cost of $400,000. The expenditure is on par with that spent in previous years on budget 
consultation publicity. 
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Name in block letters Mrs Betty FUNG 

Post Title Director of Information Services 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB168 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2924 Head: 74 – Information Services Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Public Opinion 

Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 

Question: 

The media always quote from “informed sources” of the Government.  Will the Government 
inform whether public money has been involved when “informed sources” disclose information 
to the media?  If yes, what were the amount involved, the approving authority and the criteria of 
approval? 

Asked by: Hon. WONG Yuk-man 

Reply: 

We note that “informed sources” are quoted in media reports from time to time.  However, such 
“informed sources” are never identified as the media always uphold their professional ethics of 
protecting sources and refraining from disclosing their identities.  It is therefore not possible to 
ascertain the identity of “informed sources”.  As far as Information Services Department is 
concerned, no government expenditure is incurred in this regard.  

 

 

Signature  
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB169 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0332 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme:  

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

To meet the requirements of the Race Discrimination Ordinance and the needs of the 
ethnic minorities, how much financial provision and manpower will the Legal Aid 
Department allocate for language support for 2009-10?  Of these resources allocated, 
how much financial provision and manpower will be devoted to the provision of 
information translation and simultaneous interpretation services? 

Asked by: Hon. HO Sau-lan, Cyd 

Reply: 

As the Department provides translation and interpretation services as part and parcel of 
the legal aid work for which resources are allocated to the Department annually, there is 
no need for special provision to meet the requirements of the Race Discrimination 
Ordinance. 
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Name in block letters Benjamin CHEUNG 

Post Title Director of Legal Aid  

Date 18.3.2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB170 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0409 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Processing of Legal Aid Applications 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

In the past three years, i.e. 2006, 2007 and 2008, did the Legal Aid Department receive 
any inquiries on defamation and reject applications relating to such cases on grounds that 
they do not fall within the scope of legal aid?  If yes, what is the total number of such 
cases? 

Asked by: Hon. LAU Kong-wah 

Reply: 

The figures required are as follows: 

Year No. of 
Enquiries 

No. of Refusals on 
ground of excepted 

proceedings 
2006 41 4 
2007 14 2 
2008 14 1 
Total 69 7 
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Name in block letters Benjamin CHEUNG 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB171 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0410 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Litigation Services 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

The number of criminal cases assigned to private practitioners in 2008 is much less than 
that in 2007.  What are the reasons?  Besides, the corresponding number in 2009 is 
maintained at a similar level as in 2008, i.e. the number of cases is also much less than 
that in 2007.  What are the reasons? 

Asked by: Hon. LAU Kong-wah 

Reply: 

The number of criminal cases assigned to private legal practitioners in 2008 has dropped 
because of a decrease in the number of legal aid applications received and a 
corresponding decrease in the number of legal aid certificates granted in 2008 as 
compared with those in 2007.  The estimated figure for 2009 is based on the number of 
applications received and certificates granted in 2008. 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB172 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0411 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Litigation Services 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question:  

The estimated provision under this Programme for 2009-10 is approximately 10% higher 
than that of 2008-09 due to the payment of costs arising from lengthy trials and high costs 
cases.  Please inform the Committee of the main types of these cases and whether they 
are handled by private legal practitioners or counsel of the Legal Aid Department? 

Asked by: Hon. LAU Kong-wah 

Reply: 

The main types of lengthy trials and high costs cases which we estimate to have payment 
due in 2009-10 are criminal cases, personal injuries, medical negligence, and traffic 
accident claims.  These cases are handled by private legal practitioners except for one 
medical negligence claim that is handled by the Civil Litigation Section of the 
Department. 

 

 

Signature  
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB173 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0412 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Support Services 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question: 

With regard to the expenditure on public education, please give an account of the 
expenditure for each category of educational activities held in 2008 and the total amount 
involved.  Among the activities held, were there any educational activities that 
encouraged the public to resolve disputes through non-litigation means such as mediation 
instead of relying on legal aid so that financial pressure on legal aid could be reduced? 

Asked by: Hon. LAU Kong-wah 

Reply: 

For the financial year of 2008-09 (up to February 2009), the Department has spent about 
$542,000 in the promotion of public awareness and understanding of legal aid services 
through various activities and programmes such as: 

(i) giving talks to educational institutes, students and non government organisations; 
(ii) participating in events such as the Law Week organised by the Law Society and 

Seminar on Legal Aid arranged by the Legal Aid Services Council; 
(iii) publishing and distributing of information leaflets, newsletters, annual reports and 

posters about the services of the Department; and 
(iv) maintaining and updating the department’s website as a source of online 

information for the public. 
 

There is no further breakdown of expenditure for the different types of activities and 
programmes. 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB174 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0413 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Support Services 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

With reference to the work of assessing costs of assigned solicitors and counsel, please 
provide the following information for the years 2004-05 to 2008-09: 

(a) How many internal meeting(s) had been conducted? 

(b) How many meeting(s) had been conducted with the two legal professional bodies 
respectively? 

(c) What are the ranks of the officials who attended the meeting? 

(d) Whether the Department had commissioned consultant or conducted internally any 
study or public opinion survey? 

Asked by: Hon. LAU Kong-wah 

Reply: 

Costs assessment in individual legal aid cases pursuant to the Legal Aid (Scale of Fees) 
Regulations, Cap. 91C and the relevant rules of the courts is carried out by a dedicated 
team of costing clerks under the supervision of an Assistant Principal Legal Aid Officer.  
It is not necessary to meet with the two legal professional bodies and commission 
consultants for the work. 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB175 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1327 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Processing of Legal Aid Applications 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question: 

Based on the amount of the financial resources of the applicants, please provide the number of 
applications made under the Ordinary Legal Aid Scheme and the Supplementary Legal Aid 
Scheme in the past three years (i.e. from 2006 to 2008), including successful applicants who met 
the financial eligibility criterion and those refused on means: 

 
Financial resources of the applicants 

under the Ordinary Legal Aid Scheme
(Number of applicants) 

Financial resources of the applicants under the 
Supplementary Legal Aid Scheme 

(Number of applicants) 

Year/Amount $165,700 
or below 

$165,701- 
$200,000 

$200,001-  
$463,000 

$463,000 
or below 

$463,001- 
$600,000 

$600,001- 
$1,000,000 

Over 
$1,000,000

2006        

2007        

2008        

 
Asked by: Hon. LAU Kong-wah 

Reply: 

The information requested is as follows: 

Year 
Financial resources of the applicants 

under the Ordinary Legal Aid Scheme
(Number of applicants) 

Financial resources of the applicants under the 
Supplementary Legal Aid Scheme 

(Number of applicants) 
Financial 

eligibility limit 
2006 (1/1-15/6) 

$155,800 

<=$155,800 $155,801 - 
$200,000

$200,001 - 
$432,900 <=$432,900 $432,901 - 

$600,000
$600,001 - 
$1,000,000 >$1,000,000

 4 656 94 205 49 1 0 0 

Financial 
eligibility limit 

2006 
(16/6-31/12) 

$158,300 

<=$158,300 $158,301 - 
$200,000

$200,001 - 
$439,800 <=$439,800 $439,801 - 

$600,000
$600,001 - 
$1,000,000 >$1,000,000

 9 939 134 296 81 1 0 0 

Total 14 595 228 501 130 2 0 0 

        



  

Year 
Financial resources of applicants under 

the Ordinary Legal Aid Scheme 
(Number of applicants) 

Financial resources of the applicants under the 
Supplementary Legal Aid Scheme 

(Number of applicants) 
Financial 

eligibility limit 
2007 (1/1-14/6) 

$158,300 

<=$158,300 $158,301 - 
$200,000

$200,001 - 
$439,800 <=$439,800 $439,801 - 

$600,000
$600,001 - 
$1,000,000 >$1,000,000

 5 564 114 243 45 3 0 0 

Financial 
eligibility limit 

2007 
(15/6-13/12) 

$162,300 

<=$162,300 $162,301 - 
$200,000

$200,001 
- $450,800 <=$450,800 $450,801 - 

$600,000
$600,001 - 
$1,000,000 >$1,000,000

 6 870 115 271 65 2 0 0 
Financial 

eligibility limit 
2007 

(14/12-31/12) 
$165,700 

<=$165,700 $165,701 - 
$200,000

$200,001 
- $460,300 <=$460,300 $460,301 - 

$600,000
$600,001 - 
$1,000,000 >$1,000,000

 1 450 7 16 18 0 0 0 

Total 13 884 236 530 128 5 0 0 

        

Year 
Financial resources of the applicants 

under the Ordinary Legal Aid Scheme
(Number of applicants) 

Financial resources of the applicants under the 
Supplementary Legal Aid Scheme 

(Number of applicants) 
Financial 

eligibility limit 
2008 

$165,700 

<=$16
5,700

$165,701 - 
$200,000 

$200,001 - 
$463,000

<=$463,
000 

$463,001 
- 

$600,000

$600,001 
- 

$1,000,0
00 

>$1,000,000 

Total 13 
437 215 555 141 0 1 1 
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1801 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Processing of Legal Aid Applications 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 

Question: 

In 2008, how many legal aid applications were related to insolvency matters? How many 
of the applicants did not pass the means test? 

Asked by: Hon. LEE Cheuk-yan 

Reply: 

In 2008, there were 327 legal aid applications relating to insolvency matters, out of which 
seven applicants did not pass the means test.  These applicants were the employees of 
seven different insolvent employers. 
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  Question Serial No.

2709 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Processing of Legal Aid Applications 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question: 

Although an applicant’s financial resources may exceed the prescribed financial eligibility limit, 
the Director may grant legal aid if “a breach of the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance” or “an 
inconsistency with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights” is an issue, or in a 
criminal case if “the Director is satisfied that it is desirable in the interests of justice to do so”.  
Please provide the number of such cases in 2008.  Has the Director ever granted legal aid to 
applicants whose financial resources exceeded the financial eligibility limit under circumstances 
other than those mentioned above?  If yes, please provide the number of cases granted and the 
nature of such cases.  Moreover, will the Government actively consider relaxing the financial 
eligibility limit gradually, so that more people will have access to legal aid in critical times? 

Asked by: Hon. LEUNG Mei-fun, Priscilla 

Reply: 

For civil cases involving “a breach of the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance” or “an 
inconsistency with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights” is an issue, the 
information requested is as follows: 

 2008 

(i) No. of cases where DLA’s discretion is exercised 2* 

(ii) No. of certificates granted 1 

* In one case, the applicant did not take up the offer after he was offered legal aid. The offer 
therefore lapsed. 

 

For criminal cases in which legal aid has been granted where “the Director was satisfied that it 
was desirable in the interests of justice to do so”, the information requested is as follows: 

 2008 

(i) No. of cases where DLA’s discretion is exercised 29 

(ii) No. of certificates granted 17 



  

 

 

The Director has not granted legal aid to applicants whose financial resources exceeded the 
financial eligibility limit save in the circumstances mentioned above. 

The Administration is considering the proposal to relax the financial eligibility limit for legal aid 
applicants in the context of the five-yearly review of the criteria for assessing the financial 
eligibility of legal aid applicants. 
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Name in block letters Benjamin CHEUNG 

Post Title Director of Legal Aid 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB178 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2861 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Processing of Legal Aid Applications 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

(a) In the past two years, i.e. 2007 and 2008, how many applications received by the Legal Aid 
Department were related to claims for damages for negligence arising from injury at work or work-
related injury? Please provide a breakdown of the applications which have been accepted and refused? 

(b) For applications refused, please provide a breakdown of the refusals by reasons. 

(c) For applications refused on merits, how many applicants of such cases appealed to the Registrar of 
the High Court and how many of them were allowed? 

Asked by: Hon. LEUNG Yiu-chung 

Reply : 

(a) and (b)  

The number of legal aid applications received in respect of negligence claims arising from injury at work 
or work-related injury, the number of applications accepted and refused; and the reasons for the refusals, 
are as follows: 

 2007 2008 

Applications received 1515 1673 

Applications accepted 874 981 

Refusal  510  462 

- on Means 124  132  

- on Merits 369  311  

- on Means and Merits 17  19  

 



  

 

(c) 

The number of appeals on merits and their outcome are as follows: 

 2007 2008 

Appeal on Merits 115 72 

- Allowed 3  1  

- Dismissed 85  46  

- Adjourned 1*  8  

- Withdrawn 26#  8  

- Pending hearing 0  9  

 
* Legal aid was granted following adjournment 
# Legal aid was granted in three of the cases following withdrawal 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB179 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1111 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Litigation Services 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

In respect of criminal legal aid provided by the Legal Aid Department in 2008-09: 
(a) What is the amount of criminal legal aid costs? 
(b) Of the said amount, how much was incurred in cases assigned to lawyers in 

private practice? 
(c) What is the amount earmarked for the anticipated increase in criminal legal aid 

fees? 
 

Asked by: Hon. NG Margaret 
 

Reply: 
(a) The amount spent on criminal legal aid costs for 2008-09 (as at the end of 

February 2009) is $75.58 million. 
(b) Of the said amount, a total sum of $73.82 million is for payment of costs of 

assigned lawyers. 
(c) No provision was set aside in 2008-09 for increase in criminal legal aid fees. 
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Name in block letters Benjamin CHEUNG 

Post Title Director of Legal Aid 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB180 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1112 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Litigation Services 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

In respect of civil legal aid provided by the Legal Aid Department in 2008-09: 

(a) What is the amount of costs for civil legal aid cases? 

(b) Of the said amount, how much legal fees was incurred in cases assigned out to 
private legal practitioners? 

Asked by: Hon. NG Margaret 

Reply: 

(a) The amount of costs incurred for civil legal aid cases for 2008-09 up to 28 
February 2009 is $314.26 million. 

(b) Of the amount mentioned in (a), $302.96 million was incurred in cases assigned 
out to private legal practitioners. 
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Name in block letters Benjamin CHEUNG 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB181 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1113 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Official Solicitor’s Office 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
 

Question: 
Regarding the strengthening of communication with other government departments, non-
government organisations and legal practitioners by the Official Solicitor’s Office: 
(a) How much resources were spent in this respect and what were the details of the 

work and its effectiveness in 2008-09? 
(b) How much resources are expected to spend in this respect in 2009-10? 
(c) Are the details of the work and target effectiveness for 2009-10 expected to be 

different from that for 2008-09?  If yes, what are the reasons?  If no, what are 
the reasons? 

 

Asked by: Hon. NG Margaret 

Reply: 
(a) In addition to promoting the work of the Official Solicitor’s Office (OSO) 

through telephone hotline and webpage, OSO has participated in conferences and 
seminars to speak on the role of the Official Solicitor, issues related to financial 
management for mentally incapacitated person and the Mental Health Ordinance. 

  No breakdown of resources was available as the cost of the above was provided 
for out of the annual provision for the OSO. 

  The OSO has reached out to a wide audience including judges, lawyers and social 
workers through participation in the above activities and enhanced 
communication with other parties. 

(b) No breakdown of resources is available for the reasons as explained in (a) above. 
(c) OSO will continue to use the same means in 2009-10 as those employed in 2008-

09 since they have proven to be effective means of strengthening communication 
with other government departments, non-government organisations and legal 
practitioners. 
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Name in block letters Benjamin CHEUNG 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB182 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1114 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: All Programmes 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

With respect to the financial and staffing provision of the Legal Aid Department, how 
much of the financial provision for 2009-10 is allocated to legal costs (including the 
expenditure on the appointment of solicitors and the payment of litigation costs)?  What 
are the changes (increase/decrease) of such costs when compared with those in 2007-08 
and 2008-09?  What are the reasons for the changes? 

Asked by: Hon. NG Margaret 

Reply: 

The provision for legal aid costs for the year 2007-08, 2008-09 and 2009-10 is $504.4 
million, $528.0 million and $516.1 million respectively.  The provision for legal aid 
costs is based on past expenditure pattern as well as the estimated costs for lengthy trials 
and high costs cases. 
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Name in block letters Benjamin CHEUNG 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB183 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1115 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
000 Operational expenses  

 
Programme:  

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

Regarding the financial and staffing provision of the Legal Aid Department, please 
provide information on 

(a) the number of staff with/without legal qualification; 

(b) the wastage of staff with legal qualification in 2008, the reasons for their departure, 
their seniority and the recruitment of new officers. 

Asked by: Hon. NG Margaret 

Reply:  

(a) As at 1.3.2009, the Legal Aid Department has 71 legally qualified staff and 456 
other general grades and departmental support staff. 

(b) The wastage of legally qualified staff, the seniority and the reasons for their 
departure are set out in the table below: 

Rank Length of 
service 

Reason for leaving the 
service 

Deputy Director of Legal Aid 35 years Retirement 

Senior Legal Aid Counsel 26 years 3 
months 

Retirement 

Assistant Principal Legal Aid 
Counsel 

21 years 2 
months 

Retirement 

Senior Legal Aid Counsel 19 years 8 
months 

Resignation 

Legal Aid Counsel 12 years Resignation 

Legal Aid Counsel 11 years 3 
months 

Resignation 

Legal Aid Counsel 9 years 3 months Deceased 



  

 
 The Department conducted two recruitment exercises for Legal Aid Counsel in 2008. 
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Name in block letters Benjamin CHEUNG 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB184 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1116 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Processing of Legal Aid Applications 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question: 

Regarding civil legal aid cases in 2007 and 2008: 

(a) There was an increase in the number of enquires but a decrease in the number of 
applications in both years.  What were the reasons? 

(b) There was a decrease in the number of legal aid certificates granted in both years.  What 
were the reasons?  Is it attributed to a change in the criteria for granting legal aid? 

Asked by: Hon. NG Margaret 

Reply: 

(a) The number of enquiries made and applications received for civil legal aid for 2007 and 
2008 is as follows: 

 2007 2008 

Enquiries 38 859 39 034 

Applications 15 598 15 314 

Ratio of applications against enquiries 
received 40% 39% 

 
The figures shown above indicate that although there was a slight increase in the number of 
enquiries and a decrease in the number of applications received in 2008, the change in the ratio 
of the number of applications against the number of enquiries received is minimal. 

(b) The number of applications processed and the legal aid certificates granted for 2007 and 
2008 is as follows: 

 2007 2008 

Applications processed 15 752 15 089 

Legal aid certificates issued 7 937 7 513 

Ratio of certificates granted against 
applications processed 

50% 50% 



  

 

The decrease in the number of certificates granted is due to the reduction in the number of 
applications made and is not attributable to any change in the criteria for granting legal aid. As 
shown in the above table, although the number of certificates granted in 2008 is lower than that 
in 2007, the ratio of the number of certificates granted against the number of applications 
processed in 2008 is the same as that in 2007. 
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Name in block letters Benjamin CHEUNG 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB185 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1117 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Litigation Services 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

With regard to the financial provision for 2009-10: 

(a) What is the estimated provision for the salary of the staff of the Legal Aid Department 
and other administrative expenses? 

(b) What is the estimated provision for legal cost? 

Asked by: Hon. NG Margaret 

Reply: 

The estimated provision for 2009-10 is as follows: 

 $’000 

Salary 216,557

Allowances 1,710

Personnel Related Expenses 954

Departmental Expenses 17,130

Legal Aid Costs 516,131

Total estimated provision for Legal Aid 
Department for 2009-10 752,482
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Name in block letters Benjamin CHEUNG 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB186 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2087 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Litigation Services 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question: 

Regarding criminal cases assigned to practitioners in private practice, please provide the number of cases 
handled by them at different levels of court, the percentage of these cases in relation to all criminal cases; 
and the percentage of such cases as compared with that of non-legal aid cases with representation. 

Asked by: Hon. NG Margaret 

Reply: 

The number of criminal legal aid cases handled by practitioners in private practice at different levels of 
court and the percentage of these cases in relation to all criminal legal aid cases for 2008 are set out as 
follows: 

 No. of Assigned-out Cases Percentage (%) 

Committal Proceedings 2 0.6 

District Court Trials 1 252 100 

Court of First Instance Trials 239 71.8 

Magistrate’s Court Appeals 60 56.6 

District Court Appeals 72 78.3 

Court of First Instance Appeals 41 87.2 

Appeals in Court of Final Appeal 23 100 

Applications for Review of Sentence 4 100 

Total 1 693 76.8 
 
The Department does not have any data in relation to legal representation in non-legal aid cases. 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB187 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2088 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Litigation Services 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 

Question: 

Regarding in-house litigation: 

(a) On what basis would cases be assigned in-house? 

(b) What is the caseload of each in-house lawyer on average? 

(c) Of the lawyers responsible for handling such cases, how many are legally 
qualified? How many are not? 

 

Asked by: Hon. NG Margaret 

Reply: 

(a) For civil cases, except for public law cases which are all assigned out and 
insolvency cases which are all handled in-house, the Department takes into 
account the following factors in considering whether a case is assigned in-house: 

(i) whether parties to proceedings are both legally aided; 

(ii) whether a conflict of interest arises or is likely to arise; 

(iii) whether the aided person was already represented by a private practitioner before 
he grant of legal aid; 

(iv) whether the case is connected to other cases which have been handled in-house; and 

(v) whether the capacity and workload of the Litigation Division permit new cases to 
be taken up. 

 

 



  

 

For criminal cases, all District Court trial cases are assigned out.  The Department takes 
into account the following factors in determining if a Court of First Instance or appeal 
case is assigned out: 

(i) whether the capacity and workload of the Criminal Litigation Section permit new 
cases to be taken up; 

(ii) whether the aided person was already represented by a private practitioner before 
the grant of legal aid; and 

(iii) whether the case involves multi-defendants where a conflict of interest arises or 
likely to arise that necessitates separate representation. 

 

(b) The average caseload of a lawyer engaged in personal injuries, matrimonial, 
insolvency and criminal litigation work based on the number of in-house 
assignments in 2008 is as follows: 

 
Types of Litigation Average 

Caseload 

Personal Injuries Litigation 36 cases 

Matrimonial / Insolvency Litigation 151cases 

Criminal Litigation 64 cases 

 

(c) All the lawyers undertaking litigation work are legally qualified. 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB188 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2089 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Litigation Services 

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

Regarding damages/costs recovered from civil cases, please 

(a) provide information on damages/costs recovered as a percentage of damages/costs 
awarded in 2007 and 2008. 

(b)  give the reasons for the failure to recover the damages/costs awarded. 

 

Asked by: Hon. NG Margaret 

Reply: 

(a) The Department did not capture any data specifically on the damages/costs 
awarded and is therefore unable to provide the information requested. 

(b) Impecuniosity of and the failure to locate the judgment debtors are the main 
reasons that account for the non-recovery of the damages/costs awarded. 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB189 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2541 Head: 94 Legal Aid Department Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme:  

Controlling Officer: Director of Legal Aid 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

Regarding the financial provision of the Legal Aid Department for 2009-10, please 
advise on: 

(a) the ratio of the financial provision of the Legal Aid Department to the total 
financial provision of the Home Affairs Bureau. 

(b) the provision earmarked for legal costs on criminal cases.  What are the changes 
in amount (increase/decrease) of such costs when compared with that for 2008-09 
and the percentage of changes? 

Asked by: Hon. NG Margaret 

Reply: 

(a) The provision for Legal Aid Department in 2009-10 constitutes 7.8% of the total 
provision of Home Affairs Bureau. 

(b) The provision earmarked for Legal Aid Costs for 2009-10 is $516.13 million.  
This represents a decrease of 2% compared with the 2008-09 original estimates 
and an increase of 13.4% when compared with the 2008-09 revised estimates.  
Allocation of the provision for legal aid costs is done holistically based on past 
actual expenditure pattern and estimated costs for lengthy trials and high costs 
cases. 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB190 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1256 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Does the Administration have any specific plans to promote the utilisation of existing 
sports facilities?  For outdoor venues such as tennis courts, it is more difficult to convert 
them for multi-purpose use to enhance utilisation.  Does the Adminstration have any 
other measures to achieve the above target? 
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Hak-kan 
 
Reply : 
To promote utilisation of its sports facilities particularly during non-peak hours, the 
Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) will continue to encourage schools, 
subvented non-government organisations, national sports associations and district sports 
associations to use specific sports facilities free of charge during non-peak hours (i.e. 
from opening time to 5 p.m. on weekdays between September and June in the following 
year) under the Free Use Scheme.  LCSD will also continue to encourage different 
organisations such as local community groups to use sports facilities and work in 
partnership with sports organisations to promote the use of the facilities.  In addition, 
LCSD will continue to explore the feasibility of converting less popular facilities into 
other uses to meet the changing community demand.  For example, the Department has 
converted the less popular tennis courts at Shing Mun Valley Park into a 5-a-side mini 
soccer pitch cum archery practice range.  LCSD will consider any suggestions that will 
help enhance the utilisation of its leisure facilities.  
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB191 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1257 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
The number of plants estimated to be provided in 2009 is more than 3 420 000, the same 
as 2008.  Please explain the reasons for not increasing the number of plants.  Please 
also set out in tabular form the number of those plants to be planted in the 18 districts and 
the species involved.   
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Hak-kan  
 
Reply : 
The estimate is worked out based mainly on the number of plants for the improvement 
and beautification programmes that the Leisure and Cultural Services Department 
(LCSD) carried out in 2008.  There will be an overall increase in the number of plants at 
new project sites, and that number is not included in our estimate as they are to be 
provided by the relevant works departments. 
The projection on the distribution of the plants that LCSD will provide in the 
Department’s improvement and beautification programmes in the 18 districts for 2009 is 
set out below – 

 

District Tree Shrub Annual Total 

Central & Western    100  135 000  73 000 208 100

Wan Chai   150  44 000  22 000 66 150

Eastern    150  157 000  51 000 208 150

Southern   100  57 000  14 000 71 100

Sham Shui Po    500  99 000  9 000 108 500

Yau Tsim Mong    800  169 000  38 000 207 800

Kowloon City    100  117 000  25 000 142 100

Wong Tai Sin   100  395 000  33 000  428 100



  

District Tree Shrub Annual Total 

Kwun Tong    100  109 000  8 000 117 100

Islands    100  158 000  5 000  163 100

Tuen Mun    400  97 000  25 000 122 400

Yuen Long    900  269 000 15 000  284 900

Kwai Tsing   400  149 000  21 000  170 400

Tsuen Wan   1 200  159 000 11 000 171 200

North    500  183 000  35 000  218 500

Tai Po    200  105 000  17 000  122 200

Sha Tin  4 000  294 000  75 000  373 000

Sai Kung    200  214 000  23 000 237 200

Total   10 000 2 910 000  500 000 3 420 000
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB192 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1258 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Will the Administration inform this Committee of the total number of vacant government 
sites where greening work has not been carried out?  What percentage do they account 
for out of the total number of vacant government sites?  What are the details of 
intensifying the above greening work?  What is the expenditure involved? 
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Hak-kan 
 
Reply : 
Vacant government sites are under the management of the Lands Department.  To 
enhance city greenery, the Leisure and Cultural Services Department has since 2002 
beautified a total of 83 sites of about 25 hectares in total.  The total cost incurred was 
about $17.7 million. 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB193 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1259 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Given that members of the public often threw litter into some planters placed on 
footbridges in the past, will the Administration enhance co-operation among various 
departments to tackle the problem?   Moreover, have any resources been earmarked for 
improving the design of these planters and reviewing the locations where they should be 
placed? 
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Hak-kan  
 
Reply : 
The Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) is responsible for horticultural 
maintenance of some of the planters on government footbridges while the Food and 
Environmental Hygiene Department is responsible for picking up and disposing of litter 
found in the planters.  The two departments maintain contact to ensure that the planters 
are properly managed.  LCSD reviews from time to time the locations of the planters 
and will place them at suitable points along the footbridges.  The Department is also 
open to suggestions from District Councils and members of the public as to where the 
planters should be placed. 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB194 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1260 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the work of planting more flowering plants to tie in with the staging of the 
East Asian Games, what is the expenditure involved?  How will the selection of plant 
species tie in with the theme of the Games?  At what key locations will these plants be 
planted? 
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Hak-kan 
 
Reply : 
We will work together with the 18 District Councils to promote the Hong Kong 2009 
East Asian Games (EAG) at their respective districts including planting of more 
flowering plants under the theme of “Green EAG”.  Priority will be accorded to EAG 
competition venues and their vicinity. District Councils can use their District Minor 
Works Block Vote to fund the planting.  There is no specific requirement for the plant 
species, and any plants should help to beautify the environment in line with the theme of 
“Green EAG”.   
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB195 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1261 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question : 
According to the Administration, provision for this Programme for 2009-10 is higher 
than that for 2008-09 due to the increased provision for the net increase of 29 posts as 
well as preservation and protection of old and valuable trees.  In this connection, will 
the Administration inform this Committee: 
 
What are the main duties of these 29 new posts?  What is the additional expenditure 
involved? 
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Hak-kan 
 
Reply : 
The net increase of 29 posts under the Programme (2) Horticulture and Amenities is to 
cater for the operation of new facilities and services.  These posts include the Leisure 
Services Manager, Amenities Assistant, Artisan, Clerical Assistant and Workman grades.  
They are to provide horticulture and amenities as well as general support services in the 
Department.  The estimated salary provision for the 29 posts is $5.56 million per annum. 
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1262 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
What is the expenditure involved in the plan to open the “Jockey Club Environmental 
Conservation Gallery” at the Hong Kong Science Museum?   Will the expenditure be 
borne by the Government or the Hong Kong Jockey Club?  What will be the theme(s) of 
and the content(s) of the exhibition(s) to be held in the Gallery?  When is the Gallery 
expected to be opened to the public? 
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Hak-kan 
 
Reply :  
The estimated cost for setting up the Jockey Club Environmental Conservation Gallery is 
$15 million, to be funded by the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust.  
 
The exhibition at the Gallery aims at communicating the importance of environmental 
conservation to the community at large and promoting a better understanding of the 
global environment and the delicate balance between nature and human.  It will contain 
more than 30 interactive exhibits covering various topics on environmental protection 
using Hong Kong as an example, and explain how people may live an environmental 
friendly lifestyle. 
 
The Gallery is expected to be ready for opening to the public around late 2009. 

 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services

Date 19 March 2009 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB197 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1263 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (5) Public Libraries s 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
How many libraries are currently under renovation or planned to be renovated in 2009-10?  
What is the expenditure involved?  As for the seven libraries which have completed 
renovation in 2008, what new facilities have been added?  Is there any increase in their 
utilisation rate? 
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Hak-kan 
 
Reply : 
As at present, no public library is under renovation.  In 2009-10, no renovation is being 
planned for any public library. 
 
With the redesigning of the library layout and the use of tailor-made furniture, the 
renovated libraries offer the public an enhanced reading environment.  Apart from 
adding more desks and seats, new facilities, such as multimedia equipment and Computer 
and Information Centres, have also been added to the renovated libraries. Some of the 
renovated libraries have resumed full service for just a few months, and with the new 
facilities and active promotional activities being organised, the Department envisages 
that the utilisation will increase. 
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1264 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (5) Public Libraries 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
The target of registered borrowers for 2009 has been revised upward from 3 650 000 to 
3 770 000.  What are the reasons?  What are the specific measures to encourage 
members of the public to register as borrowers?  What is the expenditure involved? 
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Hak-kan 
 
Reply : 
Taking into consideration the growth trend on readers’ registration for the past years and 
the prevailing population profile, a target growth of about 120 000  new registered 
readers is projected for 2009. 
 
The Department organises a series of promotional activities to encourage the public to 
register for library cards.  In each academic year, the Department collaborates with the 
Education Bureau to implement a “Library Cards for All School Children Scheme” 
through which library cards are issued to Primary One students by bulk registration.  In 
January 2009, the libraries launched a “Reader Registration Campaign” to promote 
registration of readers.  The expenditure for this campaign was about $43,000.  
Moreover, participants of the regular library programmes, such as library visits, subject 
talks, user education sessions and the various reading activities, will be encouraged to 
register for library cards.  

 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services

Date 19 March 2009 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB199 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1265 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (5) Public Libraries 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question :  
Of the over 59 370 000 items of library materials borrowed in 2008, how many were 
borrowed from mobile libraries?  What percentage did they account for?  Does the 
Administration have any plans to increase or reduce the number of mobile libraries so as 
to match service demand? 
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Hak-kan 
 
Reply : 
In 2008, about 1 180 000 items of library materials were borrowed from the mobile 
libraries, representing about 2% of the overall quantity borrowed from the public library 
system.  The Department currently has no plan to change the existing number of mobile 
libraries. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services

Date 18 March 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB200 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2799 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
000 Operational expenses  

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Under this Programme, the Department did not mention any detail regarding the 
preservation of trees.  Regarding the work on tree preservation, will the Government 
inform this Committee: 
a) Has the Department drawn up any guidelines at present for the preservation, 

maintenance and restoration of trees, and for the maintenance of the health of trees?  
If yes, will resources be allocated in 2009-10 to review the guidelines?  If there are 
no such guidelines, will the Department allocate resources in 2009-10 for drawing up 
the relevant guidelines? 

b) In 2009-10, will the Department allocate more resources for enhancing the 
preservation of trees in the facilities managed by the Department, and for protecting 
trees of historical interest as far as possible?  If yes, what are the details of the 
relevant work and the estimated expenditure involved? 

 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Tanya 
 
Reply :  

a) The Leisure and Cultural Services Department has issued guidelines, including those 
on tree preservation and maintenance, to its staff for reference and compliance.  It is 
an established practice that the Department reviews and updates the guidelines from 
time to time, and no additional resources are required for this work. 

b) In 2009-10, an additional $11 million is allocated to the Department for increasing the 
frequency of inspection of old and valuable trees.   
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2800 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
000 Operational expenses  
 

Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question : 
The Department has indicated that it would make every effort to enhance utilisation of 
various sports and recreational venues and that it would also improve the existing venue 
booking and hiring arrangements.  Specifically, what measures will be adopted by the 
Department to achieve the above targets?  What are the relevant detailed work plans and 
what is the estimated expenditure for 2009-10? 
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Tanya 
 
Reply : 
To promote utilisation of its sports facilities particularly during non-peak hours, the 
Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) will continue to encourage schools, 
subvented non-government organisations, national sports associations and district sports 
associations to use specific sports facilities free of charge during non-peak hours (i.e. 
from opening time to 5 p.m. on weekdays between September and June in the following 
year) under the Free Use Scheme.  LCSD will continue to encourage different 
organisations such as local community groups to use sports facilities and work in 
partnership with sports organisations to promote the use of the facilities.  This is on-
going work of LCSD and will be done using the Department’s existing resources. 
 
Regarding the enhancement of the Leisure Link Computerised Booking System, a study 
will be conducted in 2009-10 to identify the shortfalls and the areas for improvement.  
The study will make recommendations on the improvements that should be considered 
and their estimated cost.   
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2801 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
000 Operational expenses  

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
To support the work of different national sports associations and district sports 
organisations in developing and promoting sports activities, will the Department consider 
facilitating them in terms of allocation of resources and the hiring of venues?  If so, 
what are the details of the relevant arrangements and resources allocated?  If no, what 
are the reasons? 
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Tanya 
 
Reply : 
To support the development of sports in Hong Kong, the Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department (LCSD) administers a Sports Subvention Scheme which provides subvention 
to the national sports associations (NSAs) and sports organisations to promote and 
develop their respective sports.  The subvention is to be used for their personnel, office 
and programme expenses.  The programme expenses include the expenditure incurred 
for participation in international sports events, squad training, organisation of School 
Sports Programmes, training programmes and local competitions, training of officials 
and attendance at overseas meetings.  In 2009-10, LCSD will provide subvention of 
about $182.6 million to NSAs and sports organisations to organise around 10 280 sports 
programmes for more than 710 000 participants. 
 
Moreover, LCSD makes arrangements for NSAs and district sports associations to book 
recreation and sports facilities up to twelve months in advance for their organisation of 
local international events, championships, leagues and training events.   
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2802 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
000 Operational expenses  

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question : 
The Department has indicated that it will support the preparatory work for the East Asian 
Games.  In this connection, what are the details of the estimated expenditure for the 
work plans and various activities to be organised by the Department in 2009-10?  
Regarding the preparatory work for the East Asian Games, has the Department set any 
performance indicators?  If so, what are the details of the indicators?  If no, what are 
the reasons? 
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Tanya 
 
Reply : 
Together with the 2009 East Asian Games Company, we have been organising a series of 
promotional activities for 2009 East Asian Games (EAG), including promotion through 
large-scale exhibitions and activities.  The major promotional activities from March 
2009 include the 2009 Hong Kong Flower Show, 2nd Hong Kong Games, Fitness for All 
Day, 200-day Countdown Ceremony and EAG Torch Relay cum 100-day Countdown 
Ceremony.  The Department will also join hands with the 18 District Councils to 
organise community activities under the three themes of “Green EAG”, “Cultural EAG” 
and “Energetic EAG” to encourage public participation at the district level.  Broadcast 
of the EAG Announcement of Public Interest on TV and radio stations, and display of 
banners and bunting at major shopping malls, public roads, government offices and 
venues will also be rolled out.  We have earmarked about $42 million in 2009-10 for the 
Department to assist in the promotion of the 2009 EAG.  Our target is to promote the 
EAG messages across the community as widely as possible. 
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2803 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
000 Operational expenses  

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
The 2nd Hong Kong Games will be held in the 2009-10 financial year.  Regarding the 
preparatory work and the staging of the Games, has the Department formulated any 
detailed work plans?  If so, what are the details of the plans and what is the estimated 
expenditure?  Will the Department launch any special promotion activities to attract 
more members of the public to participate in the Games?  If so, what are the details and 
what is the estimated expenditure? 
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Tanya 
 
Reply : 
The Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD), in collaboration with the Sports 
Commission, the Community Sports Committee, the 18 District Councils (DCs), the 
Sports Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China and national sports 
associations of the selected sports, will organise the 2nd Hong Kong Games (the Games) 
from 9 to 31 May 2009.  To prepare for the Games, the 2nd Hong Kong Games 
Organising Committee (OC) was formed in February 2008 to oversee the preparation and 
organisation of the Games.  The detailed work plan for staging the Games is as 
follows – 

 

March - June 2008 Work out the proposal on competition events, 
eligibility requirements for athletes, selection 
mechanism of 18 districts’ athletes, publicity and 
sponsorship plan, etc. 

July 2008 – 
February 2009 

Selection of district athletes by 18 DCs 

February - May 
2009 

Launching of various publicity and community 
involvement programmes 

28 February 2009 Launching Ceremony  

March - April 2009 Elite Athletes’ Demonstration and Exchange 



  

Programmes for the six Games’ sports 

Mid April – early 
May 2009 

Preliminary rounds competitions of racquet/ball games 
events 

9 May 2009 Opening Ceremony  

9 – 31 May 2009 Final rounds of all competitions 

31 May 2009 Closing cum Prize Presentation Ceremony  

 
The estimated expenditure for the Games is around $10 million covering the expenses for 
the organisation of competition events, publicity and community involvement 
programmes as well as financial support to the 18 DCs.   
 
To encourage the public’s support and active participation in the Games, the Department 
launched a series of community involvement programmes with an estimated expenditure 
of about $2.5 million.  These activities include the “Elite Athletes’ Demonstration and 
Exchange Programmes” for the six sports, Voting for “My Favourite Sporty District”, 
Guess the “Overall Champion of the 2nd Hong Kong Games”, “Cheering Team 
Competition for 18 Districts” and the “Dynamic Moments Photo Contest”.  To enhance 
the Hong Kong Games atmosphere in the community, banners, posters and lamppost 
bunting have been put up to dress up the city.  A dedicated webpage has been set up and 
promotional videos of the Games are being broadcast at LCSD venues as well as on 
buses and trains.  The preparatory work for the Games is on schedule and good progress 
is being made.  
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2944 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
The Department has indicated that it would support the budding and young artists as well 
as small to medium scale performing arts groups by offering them more performance 
opportunities. In 2009-10, in which aspect(s) will the Department enhance its resource 
allocation, and what are the details of the specific work plans? Will the relevant support 
focus more on certain areas of performing arts? If so, what are the relevant details? 
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Tanya 
 
Reply : 
The Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) has been supporting  small and 
medium scale performing arts groups through  presenting and sponsoring their 
productions with artist fees, venue provision and ticketing services.  In 2009-10, LCSD 
will enhance the support to young artists and small to medium scale performing arts 
groups through offering them more performing opportunities in the following ways - 
 
(a) Use of performing arts venues not managed by LCSD 
LCSD has been actively exploring more performance venues other than those  managed 
by the Department with the objective of supporting the growth and development of local 
artists in the community.  In 2009-10, programmes will be staged at venues such as 
HKICC Lee Shau Kee School of Creativity, auditorium at different universities, Cattle 
Depot, Nan Lian Garden, Tin Ching Community Hall in Tin Shui Wai, Shek Kip Mei 
Jockey Club Creative Arts Centre and various historical sites.   
 
 
(b) Development of the arts in the community 
A budget of about $3.2 million has been earmarked in 2009-10 for taking forward the 
following new initiatives for enhancement of the arts in the community to provide 
additional performing opportunities to young artists and small and medium scale arts 
groups: 
 
 
 



  

 
(i) enabling students to perform for the community in venues of voluntary agencies 
located in their schools’ neighbourhood, such as hospitals and elderly centres; 
(ii) arousing the interest of the general public, especially children, in Cantonese opera 
through a series of programmes comprising performances and  interactive/educational 
activities, and a Cantonese opera animateur project under the “School Arts Animateur 
Scheme”; 
(iii) organising community arts festivals/events in partnership with the District 
Councils, educational institutions and district organisations to encourage more 
community participation in the arts while offering budding artists platforms for artistic 
creation and interaction with members of the public; and 
(iv) organising thematic entertainment events tailor-made for specific sectors of the 
community (e.g. in Tseung Kwan O, Tung Chung and Sham Shui Po) to enrich their 
cultural life. 
 
(c) Venue Partnership Scheme 
Under the Venue Partnership Scheme, a total of 25 small and medium scale performing 
arts groups are selected as Venue Partners.   They are provided with free venue and 
funding support to organise programmes and audience building activities in their 
partnering venues for three years from 2009-10 to 2011-12.  In 2009-10, a provision of 
$10 million has been earmarked for funding their activities.  
 
The above support will cover various art forms to provide a good mix of programmes for 
the community.  
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2945 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 

The Department has indicated that a series of related cultural and arts activities will be organised 
to tie in with the East Asian Games (the Games).  What are the details of these activities and 
the estimated expenditure?  In parallel, how will these activities tie in with the promotion and 
publicity of the Games?  In what ways will these cultural activities attract more local people 
and overseas visitors to participate in the Games as the Department expects?  
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Tanya 
 
Reply : 

During the 2009 East Asian Games (EAG), the Leisure and Cultural Services Department 
(LCSD) will organise a number of cultural programmes featuring performing groups from the 
participating countries/regions to echo the theme of “Cultural EAG”. 
 
The “Cultural Extravaganza” at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre Piazza will be the major 
attraction.  The theme of this free admission outdoor carnival will be on percussion music, with 
musicians coming from the various participating countries/regions.  Apart from stage 
performances, there will be parades and participatory activities such as games stalls and folk 
arts, as well as crafts-making demonstrations so as to create a festive ambience exhibiting the 
cultural diversity of the East Asian regions.  Indoor performances including Asian percussion 
concerts, opera, ethnic dance and a theatre series on the theme of sports will be staged at the 
Hong Kong Cultural Centre and other LCSD performing arts venues during the Games’ period.  
About $4.5 million has been earmarked for organising the cultural programmes. 
 
With publicity to be launched in synergy with the Games, the presentation of these cultural 
activities will enhance Hong Kong’s image as an international city with a cultural environment 
grounded in Chinese culture but pluralistic and open to the world.  The variety of cultural 
programmes showcasing the diverse arts and culture of the East Asian region will appeal to 
participants of the Games, tourists and local citizens alike. 
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2946 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Many audiences of the arts and cultural programmes bought their tickets through the Urban 
Ticketing System (URBTIX).  Will the Department allocate resources to improve and 
enhance the services of URBTIX in 2009-10?  If it will, what are the relevant work plans 
and what is the estimated expenditure?  If not, what are the reasons? 
 
Asked by : Hon. CHAN Tanya 
 
Reply :  
The Department will continue enhancing the URBTIX system to better serve the changing 
needs of event presenters and ticket buyers. The following system enhancements are to be 
introduced/ being planned for 2009-10: 
(a) extension of the advance ticket sale service to three to six months for events 
organised by major arts groups; 
(b) provision of seasonal subscription sale for major arts groups; 
(c) extension of URBTIX services to non-Leisure and Cultural Services Department 
venues such as the HKICC Lee Shau Kee School of Creativity and the Hong Kong 
Centre for Youth Development; 
(d) improvement of ticket delivery by using ticket dispensing machines at venues; and 
(e) provision of customer information to programme presenters to facilitate e-
marketing. 
 
The Cityline, contractor for the URBTIX backend service and owner of the hardware and 
application software, will bear the system development costs for the enhancements. The cost 
to the Department for implementing the improved services in 2009-10 is about $500,000. 
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0022 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
a. Given the disturbance caused by the financial tsunami, how much provision will be 

allocated for the improvement of horticulture and amenities in 2009-10?  How 
many new posts will be involved and how long will those posts last? 

 
b. What are the specific work and scopes of work of the above new posts?  Will the 

Administration, taking into account the socio-economic environment and the actual 
situation, earmark resources for the extension of the above posts and types of work 
whenever necessary?  If yes, what is the amount of provision involved? 

 
Asked by : Hon. CHEUNG Hok-ming 
 
Reply : 
The Leisure and Cultural Services Department has budgeted $112 million for the 
improvement of horticulture and amenities in 2009-10.  The net increase of 29 civil 
service posts under the Programme (2) Horticulture and Amenities is to cater for job 
needs for new facilities/services. These posts include Leisure Services Manager, 
Amenities Assistant, Artisan, Clerical Assistant and Workman grades. They are to 
provide horticulture and amenities as well as general support services in the Department.  
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0023 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
a. In the 2009-10 estimate, how much resources are earmarked for the organisation of 
the 2009 East Asian Games? 

b. Will the estimated provision earmarked by the Hong Kong Government for the 2009 
East Asian Games be sufficient to meet the expenditure of the Games?  If not, what 
measures will be taken by the Administration to ensure that there will be sufficient 
resources for staging the Games smoothly? 

Asked by : Hon. CHEUNG Hok-ming  
 
Reply : 
a. In the 2009-10 estimate, we have earmarked about $42 million for the Department to 
assist in  the organisation of the 2009 East Asian Games.  Also, a provision of $58.3 
million is reserved under the approved item of the Operating Account  General Non-
recurrent item to serve the cash flow of the 2009 East Asian Games Company for the 
year for the organisation of the Games. 
 
b. With the estimated provision earmarked, together with the sponsorship obtained and 
the anticipated income to be generated by the 2009 East Asian Games Company, it is 
expected that there will be sufficient resources to meet the expenditure for and to ensure 
the smooth staging of the Games. 
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0024 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 
In this year’s estimate, how much resources will be allocated for encouraging members 
of the public to take part in recreation and sports activities?  What are the details of such 
recreation and sports activities? 
 
Asked by : Hon. CHEUNG Hok-ming  
 
Reply : 
 
With the objective of developing a sporting culture in Hong Kong and encouraging more 
people from all walks of life to take part in regular physical activities, the Leisure and 
Cultural Services Department (LCSD) organises a wide variety of recreation and sports 
activities at the community level.  In addition, LCSD also organises territory-wide 
programmes and major events including School Sports Programme, the 2009 East Asian 
Games promotional programmes, Healthy Exercise for All Campaign, the 2nd Hong 
Kong Games, etc.  In 2009-10, around 35 390 programmes will be organised for some 2 
060 000 participants at an estimated cost of $125.7 million.   
 
LCSD also grants subventions to national sports associations (NSAs) and sports 
organisations (SOs) for participating in international sports events, organising sports 
training and development programmes as well as sports competitions.  In 2009-10, 
LCSD will provide subvention of about $182.6 million to NSAs and SOs for organising 
around 10 280 sports programmes for more than 710 000 participants.  
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0025 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 
In the years 2006-07, 2007-08 and 2008-09, how much resources were   allocated by 
the Government as expenditures to encourage public participation in recreation and 
sports activities?  Has any review been conducted to assess the effectiveness?  If so, 
please provide the details. 
 

 
Asked by : Hon. CHEUNG Hok-ming  
 
 
Reply : 
 
With the objective of developing a sporting culture in Hong Kong and encouraging more 
people from all walks of life to take part in regular physical activity, the Leisure and 
Cultural Services Department organises a wide variety of recreation and sports activities 
for the community.  The expenditure, number of programmes organised and number of 
participants for these recreation and sports activities in 2006-07, 2007-08 and 2008-09 
are summarised as follows -  
 

Year Expenditure ($ 
million) 

No. of 
Programmes 

No. of 
Participants 

2006-07 99.00 28 700 1 802 000 
2007-08 107.00 33 500 1 816 000 
2008-09 

(Estimate) 
153.50 34 500 2 288 000 

 
LCSD also grants subventions to national sports associations (NSAs) and sports 
organisations for participating in international sports events, organising sports training 
and development programmes as well as sports competitions.  From 2007-08, an 
additional $30 million was allocated to NSAs for promotion of community participation 
in sport and enhancement of the School Sports Programme.  The expenditure, number 
of programmes subvented and number of participants in 2006-07, 2007-08 and 2008-09 
are summarised as follows - 



  

 
 

Year Expenditure ($ 
million) 

No. of 
Programmes 

No. of 
Participants 

2006-07 148.00 8 100 651 500 
2007-08 178.00 9 000 656 000 
2008-09 

(Estimate) 
185.00 10 300 715 000 

 
The significant increase in the number of programmes and number of participants is an 
indication of the effectiveness of the relevant programmes. 
 
 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services

Date 19 March 2009 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB212 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1351 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
In 2009-10, what measures will be taken by the Administration to enhance utilisation of 
existing sports facilities?  What is the estimated provision required?  What are the 
current utilisation rates?  What facilities have higher utilisation rate?  And what 
facilities have lower utilisation rate?  What are the reasons? 
 
Asked by : Hon. FOK Tsun-ting, Timothy 
 
Reply : 
To promote utilisation of its sports facilities particularly during non-peak hours, the 
Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) will continue to encourage schools, 
subvented non-government organisations, national sports associations and district sports 
associations to use specific sports facilities free of charge during non-peak hours (i.e. 
from opening time to 5 p.m. on weekdays between September and June in the following 
year) under the Free Use Scheme.  LCSD will continue to encourage different 
organisations such as local community groups to use sports facilities and work in 
partnership with sports organisations to promote the use of the facilities.  This is on-
going work of LCSD and will be done using the Department’s existing resources.  
 
The usage of leisure facilities ranged from 60% (squash courts) to 100% (natural turf 
pitches) in 2008.  The high usage of turf pitches was attributable to the popularity of 
football in the community, while the comparatively lower usage of squash courts was 
mainly due to the declining popularity of the sport of squash in recent years. 
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0261 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (5) Public Libraries 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 

Please provide the proportion of books in simplified characters in the library stock in 2007 and 
2008.  What are the major considerations for adding different types of books to the library 
stock?  Will the book stock in simplified characters be increased in 2009?  If so, please 
provide the number of books to be increased and their percentage against the total number of 
books to be added. 
 
Asked by : Hon. HO Chung-tai, Raymond 
 

Reply : 

The proportion of books in simplified Chinese characters acquired in 2007 and 2008 is about 
13% of the total number of Chinese books acquired in the respective years. 

The Hong Kong Public Libraries (HKPL) follow the principles laid down in the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization Public Library Manifesto in acquiring library 
materials for the building up and continued development of a balanced and diversified library 
collection to meet the community’s needs.  The reading needs and interest of the community are 
assessed by making reference to the statistics on library usage, demographic data of individual 
districts, suggestions submitted by readers and professional organisations, as well as the views 
collected from focus groups.  

The quantity of books in simplified Chinese characters to be acquired is dependent on the 
publishing trend and the availability of suitable titles to fill the subject gaps.  In 2009, HKPL 
plans to add about 80 000 copies of books in simplified Chinese characters, which is about 13% 
of the total new Chinese books to be acquired.  
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0262 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (5) Public Libraries 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Public libraries are generally installed with computer equipment for public use.  What 
are the factors determining the quantity of computer equipment installed for public use in 
each library?  Are there different deciding factors applying to public libraries remotely 
located, such as those on the outlying islands? 
 
Asked by : Hon. HO Chung-tai, Raymond 
 
Reply : 
The Department provides various types of computer facilities in public libraries for users 
to access the Internet and the electronic information resources provided by the libraries. 
 
Depending on the scale of the library and its scope of library services, suitable types and 
numbers of computer workstations are provided.  For the more spacious major and 
district libraries, a greater number of computer workstations are usually provided.  For 
the small libraries, due to physical constraints and the need to maintain a balanced supply 
of books and other library facilities, fewer computer workstations are provided.  This 
arrangement applies to all public libraries in the territory, including those on the outlying 
islands. 
 
Currently, all the 66 static libraries are provided with computer workstations with 
Internet access.  Moreover, the public can also enjoy free wireless Internet access inside 
the libraries through the Government Wi-Fi Programme. 
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0273 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
000 Operational expenses  

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts  

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
It is mentioned under Matters Requiring Special Attention that the Administration will 
“organise a series of cultural and ethnic programmes …during the 2009 East Asian 
Games …”.  Would the Administration please state the relevant details and the 
expenditure involved? 
 
Asked by : Hon. HO Chung-tai, Raymond 
 
Reply : 
During the 2009 East Asian Games (EAG), the Leisure and Cultural Services Department 
(LCSD) will organise a number of cultural programmes featuring performing groups from 
the participating countries/regions to echo the theme of “Cultural EAG”. 
 
The “Cultural Extravaganza” at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre Piazza will be the major 
attraction.  The theme of this free admission outdoor carnival will be on percussion music, 
with musicians coming from the various participating countries/regions.  Apart from stage 
performances, there will be parades and participatory activities such as games stalls and folk 
arts as well as crafts-making demonstrations so as to create a festive ambience exhibiting the 
cultural diversity of the East Asian regions.  Indoor performances including Asian 
percussion concerts, opera, ethnic dance and a theatre series on the theme of sports will be 
staged at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre and other LCSD performing arts venues during the 
Games’ period.  About $4.5 million has been earmarked for organising the cultural 
programmes. 
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0033 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title):  
 

 
Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
 

Question :  

Please inform this Committee of the respective expenditures of each museum under the Leisure and 
Cultural Services Department in the years 2006-07, 2007-08 and 2008-09 and the estimated 
provision for 2009-10; and provide a detailed breakdown of the respective percentages the 
following items account for out of the total expenditures of each museum: 
i. acquisition of museum collections; 
ii. storage and conservation of museum collections; 
iii. relevant researches on museum collections; and 
iv. public promotion and education. 
 
Asked by : Hon. HO Sau-lan, Cyd  
 
Reply : 

The overall expenditure of the museums and Hong Kong Film Archive under the Leisure and 
Cultural Services Department for the years from 2006-07 to 2009-10 and the percentage of three of 
the specified items against the overall expenditure of the respective museum are summarised in the 
first table below.  As the conservation of museum collections had been centralised since 2000 to 
enhance cost effectiveness and specialisation, the costs involved are presented in a separate table. 
 

Financial Year 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 
Note 1 

2009-10 
Note 2 

Hong Kong Museum of Art (including one branch museum) 
Overall expenditure ($’000) 73,718 81,359 66,681 72,267 
i Acquisition of museum collections 5.0% 2.4% 1.7% 1.0% 
ii Relevant researches on museum 

collectionsNote 3 
0% 0% 0% 0% 

iii Public promotion and education 1.2% 1.3% 1.8% 1.6% 

Hong Kong Museum of History (including five branch museums) 
Overall expenditure ($’000) 85,925 91,167 82,554 86,490 
i Acquisition of museum collections 0.2% 0.07% 0.03% 0% 
ii Relevant researches on museum 

collectionsNote 3 
0.4% 0.3% 0.1% 0% 



  

Financial Year 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 
Note 1 

2009-10 
Note 2 

iii Public promotion and education 1.4% 1.2% 3.1% 1.6% 

Hong Kong Heritage Museum (including three branch museums) 
Overall expenditure ($’000) 80,476 85,617 88,599 91,340 
i Acquisition of museum collections 1.7% 7.8% 4.0% 0.8% 
ii Relevant researches on museum 

collectionsNote 3 
0.2% 0% 0% 0.2% 

iii Public promotion and education 2.7% 2.7% 2.9% 4.2% 

Hong Kong Science Museum 
Overall expenditure ($’000) 63,720 64,060 61,360 65,000 
i Acquisition of museum collections Note 4 0% 0% 0% 0% 

ii Relevant researches on museum 
collectionsNote 3 

0% 0% 0% 0% 

iii Public promotion and education 0.6% 1.9% 0.6% 0.7% 

Hong Kong Space Museum 
Overall expenditure ($’000) 36,831 39,494 36,348 39,257 
i Acquisition of museum collections Note 4 0% 0% 0% 0% 

ii Relevant researches on museum 
collectionsNote 3 

0% 0% 0% 0% 

iii Public promotion and education 1.0% 1.5% 1.0% 1.7% 

Hong Kong Film Archive 
Overall expenditure ($’000) 35,928 39,163 39,500 41,500 
i Acquisition of museum collections 0.9% 0.9% 0.9% 0.8% 
ii Relevant researches on museum 

collections 
7.5% 7.0% 7.2% 7.1% 

iii Public promotion and education 10.9% 10.6% 10.9% 10.4% 
 
The percentage of the costs for conservation of museum collections against the total expenditure 
of museums and the Hong Kong Film Archive are detailed below – 
 

 
Note 1: Projected figures 
Note 2: Estimates 
Note 3: The percentage on research work is relatively low because many researches on the collections 

were done in house by curatorial staff members in the context of exhibitions and related 
publication projects, which did not incur extra expenditure. 

Note 4: Since the Hong Kong Science Museum and Hong Kong Space Museum are not collection-based 
museums, and that almost all of their collections are acquired through donations, the expenditure 
on acquisition of artefacts is therefore low. 

 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 
N o t e  1  

2009-10 
N o t e  2  

Total expenditure of museums and Hong Kong 
Film Archive ($’000) 

376,59
8 

400,86
0 

375,042 395,854 

Percentage of the costs of conservation of 
museum collections against the total 
expenditure 

5.3% 5.2% 5.3% 5.3% 
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1606 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title):  
 

 
Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
 

Question : 
Regarding the planning of museum services, what new museum services has the 
Government planned for 2009-10?  What is the expenditure involved? 
 
Asked by : Hon. IP Kwok-him 
 
Reply :  
A summary of the new services to be provided in the museums in 2009-10 is set out 
below - 

 

New museum services 
Estimated 

expenditure 
($’000) 

A. Provision of new facilities  

(i) Opening of the Jockey Club Environmental Conservation 
Gallery at Hong Kong Science Museum 

15,000 Note 

(ii) Opening of the “Astropark” (天文公園) in Sai Kung, an 
outreach project of Hong Kong Space Museum to provide 
stargazing facilities at a theme park for public enjoyment  

3,000 

B. Upgrading of existing facilities 

 Renovation of Space Theatre of Hong Kong Space Museum to 
upgrade the facilities by installing a new digital planetarium 
system and seats with a multi-language and interactive system 
and a 3D full dome projection system 

38,000 

C. Provision of new visitor services 

 Provision of new guided tour services with sign language for 
visitors with special needs at Hong Kong Museum of Art 

5 



  

New museum services 
Estimated 

expenditure 
($’000) 

D. Enhanced partnership with community organisations 

Introduction of new programmes in collaboration with various community 
organisations to broaden community involvement in museum services.  New 
programmes to be implemented include: 

(i) “Igniting Love and Care” - a charity project for quake-affected 
children in Sichuan to be organised jointly by Hong Kong 
Heritage Museum, United Nations Children’s Fund and Chow 
Tai Fook 

140 

(ii) “The Polar Crisis – Global Warming” exhibition to be 
organised jointly by Hong Kong Science Museum and Polar 
Museum Foundation 

600 

(iii) “Hong Kong Geology 360” exhibition to be jointly presented 
by Hong Kong Science Museum, The University of Hong 
Kong, Geological Society of Hong Kong and Civil Engineering 
and Development Department 

45 

 
 

Note: The project cost of $15 million is funded by the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust. 
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1607 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title):  
 

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
In 2009-10, the Government will support the Sports Commission/Community Sports 
Committee and District Councils to organise the 2nd Hong Kong Games in 
2009.  What is the expenditure involved and the current progress? 
 
Asked by : Hon. IP Kwok-him 
 
Reply : 
The Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD), in collaboration with the Sports 
Commission, the Community Sports Committee, the 18 District Councils (DCs), the 
Sports Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China and the national sports 
associations of the selected sports will organise the 2nd Hong Kong Games (the Games) 
from 9 to 31 May 2009.  The estimated expenditure for the Games is around $10 
million covering the expenses for the organisation of competition events, publicity and 
community involvement programmes as well as financial support to the 18 DCs.   
 
Preparation for the Games has started with the formation of the 2nd Hong Kong Games 
Organising Committee (OC) in February 2008 and good progress is being made.  The 
18 DCs have completed the open selection exercise to select athletes for their respective 
districts to compete in the Games.  Over 2 000 athletes from the 18 districts will 
compete in six sports, namely athletics, badminton, basketball, table tennis, tennis and 
swimming of the Games.  The Games’ Launching Ceremony was held on 28 February 
2009 at Kowloon Park to announce the competition events and related activities to the 
public.  The opening ceremony of the Games will be held on 9 May 2009 at the soon-to-
be-completed Tseung Kwan O Sports Ground and the closing cum prize presentation 
ceremony will be held on 31 May 2009 at the Kowloon Park Sports Centre.   
 
To encourage the public’s support and active participation in the Games, the Department 
has launched a series of community involvement programmes.  These activities include 
the “Elite Athletes’ Demonstration and Exchange Programmes” for the six sports, Voting 
for “My Favourite Sporty District”, Guess the “Overall Champion of the 2nd Hong Kong 
Games”, “Cheering Team Competition for 18 Districts” and the “Dynamic Moments 
Photo Contest”.  To enhance the Hong Kong Games atmosphere in the community, 
banners, posters and lamppost bunting have been put up to dress up the city.  A 



  

dedicated webpage has been set up and promotional videos of the Games are being 
broadcast at LCSD venues as well as on buses and trains.  The Department will 
continue to provide full support to the OC in overseeing and monitoring the preparation 
of the Games to make the Games a success. 
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1608 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title):  
 

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding “organise more programmes for special target groups, including elderly 
persons and persons with disabilities”, please inform this Committee of the specific 
activities to be held in 2009-10 and the expenditure of each activity.   
 
Asked by : Hon. IP Kwok-him 
 
Reply : 
With  the objective of promoting Sport for All and to encourage people of all age 
groups and different abilities to live an active and healthy life, the Leisure and Cultural 
Services Department organises a wide range of recreation and sports activities for 
different target groups including elderly persons and persons with disabilities.  
Programmes specially organised include fitness, dancing, swimming, lawn bowl, table 
tennis, day camp, excursion, gateball and golf activities.  Outreaching programmes are 
also organised for the elderly and persons with disabilities at elderly centres and 
rehabilitation centres respectively.  In 2009-10, the Department has set aside around $10 
million to organise 4 800 free programmes for 457 000 participants from these two target 
groups.  Moreover, elderly persons, persons with disabilities and their minders may 
enjoy a 50% concessionary rate for enrolment into regular recreation and sports 
programmes.  Details of the programmes to be organised for these groups in 2009-10 
are as follows: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Elderly Persons Persons with 

Disabilities 
Total 

Number of 
Programmes 

3 660 1 140 4 800 

Number of 
Participants 

390 000 67 000 457 000 

Expenditure 
($ million) 

6.70 3.30 10.00 
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1609 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title):  
 

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the organisation and enhancement of the Community Garden Programme in 
all 18 districts, please inform this Committee of the number of participants in 2008.  
And will the Government increase the number of participants in the Programme and the 
size of the gardens in 2009-10 in order to encourage greater community participation at 
the neighbourhood level?  What will be the relevant expenditure? 
 
Asked by : Hon. IP Kwok-him 
 
Reply : 
The Community Garden Programme (the Programme) aims at encouraging the public to 
participate in greening activities at the neighbourhood level and to apply greening in their 
daily life.  Over 9 000 persons participated in the programme in 2008. 
 
In 2009-10, another community garden in Sau Mau Ping of Kwun Tong District will be 
completed with an increase of 200 square metres for use by about 1 000 participants each 
year.  The annual recurrent expenditure for each community garden programme is about 
$50,000. 
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1610 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title):  
 

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question :   
Regarding the intensification of greening work for vacant government sites, will the 
Administration inform this Committee of the details of the relevant work, the number of 
vacant sites involved, and the details of the expenditure involved?  
 
Asked by : Hon. IP Kwok-him 
 
Reply : 
The Leisure and Cultural Services Department has liaised with the other relevant 
government departments over carrying out planting work at vacant government sites.  
From 2002 to 2008, a total of 83 sites with about 25 hectares were beautified with 
planting.  A total of 1 270 000 trees/shrubs were planted at a total cost of about 
$17.7  million.  The Department plans to beautify another five sites in 2009-10. 
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1611 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title):  
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the organisation of a series of cultural and ethnic programmes during the 2009 
East Asian Games, will the Administration inform this Committee of the details of the 
relevant programmes as well as the expenditure items and their detailed breakdowns? 
 
Asked by : Hon. IP Kwok-him 
 
Reply : 
During the 2009 East Asian Games (EAG), the Leisure and Cultural Services Department 
(LCSD) will organise a number of cultural programmes featuring performing groups 
from the participating countries/regions to echo the theme of “Cultural EAG”. 
 
The “Cultural Extravaganza” at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre Piazza will be the major 
attraction.  The theme of this free admission outdoor carnival will be on percussion 
music, with musicians coming from the various participating countries/regions.  Apart 
from stage performances, there will be parades and participatory activities such as games 
stalls and folk arts as well as crafts-making demonstrations so as to create a festive 
ambience exhibiting the cultural diversity of the East Asian regions.  Indoor 
performances including Asian percussion concerts, opera, ethnic dance and a theatre 
series on the theme of sports will be staged at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre and other 
LCSD performing arts venues during the Games’ period.  About $4.5 million has been 
earmarked for organising the cultural programmes, including $1.2 million for the outdoor 
“Cultural Extravaganza” and $3.3 million for indoor performances. 
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2659 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title):  
 

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
As mentioned in Matters Requiring Special Attention under this Programme, the 
Administration will make reference to the study on “Sport for All” for formulation of 
strategies to further promote community sports in 2009-10.  Will the Administration 
inform this Committee of the substantive measures to promote “Sport for All” under this 
Programme in 2009-10?  If there are such measures, what is the estimated expenditure? 
 
Asked by : Hon. IP Wai-ming 
 
Reply : 
To encourage people from all walks of life to take part in physical activities regularly and 
to promote the culture of Sport for All, the Leisure and Cultural Services Department 
(LCSD) is committed to providing diversified community sport services for the public to 
participate in recreation and sports activities.  
 
To assess the effectiveness of the efforts being put into promoting Sport for All, LCSD 
has conducted a household survey to study the participation patterns of Hong Kong 
people in physical activities.  The survey was completed in December 2008 with over 
5 000 respondents successfully interviewed.  A task force has been formed under the 
Community Sports Committee to follow up the recommendations of the study and 
strategies will be formulated for further promotion of Sport for All.  A concrete action 
plan will be mapped out at a later stage. 
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2660 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title):  
 

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
The free admission scheme for cultural and recreational facilities offered to the public by 
the Government in 2008 was well received by the community in general.  Has the 
Government reviewed the effectiveness of the scheme?  Will free admission to the 
relevant facilities be offered to the public again in 2009-10 to tie in with the East Asian 
Games? 
 
Asked by : Hon. IP Wai-ming 
 
Reply : 
The Free Admission Scheme in 2008 was to celebrate China hosting the Beijing 2008 
Olympic and Paralympic Games.  An evaluation is being conducted.  The Leisure and 
Cultural Services Department will organise a series of programmes to promote sports and 
the 2009 East Asian Games this year.  At present, it has no plan to launch another free 
admission scheme in 2009. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services

Date 19 March 2009 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB225 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0135 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 
Regarding the cultural facilities provided by the Administration, please provide the 
following information: 
How many performance venues are currently managed by the Administration?  Please 
list by activity type (e.g. performance, exhibition, conference, talk etc.) the number of 
performing facilities in each of those venues. 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 
 
The Leisure and Cultural Services Department currently manages 15 performance  
venues.  The number of facilities with breakdown by activity type (e.g. performance, 
exhibition, conference, talk, etc) in each of them is as follows - 

 
 Performance Venues Activity Type Number of Facilities

1. Hong Kong Cultural Centre Performance 3 
  Exhibition 1 
  Rehearsal/Practice 11 
  Conference/Talk 2 
2. Hong Kong City Hall Performance 3  
  Exhibition 2 
  Conference/Talk 2 
3. Sai Wan Ho Civic Centre Performance 2 
  Rehearsal/Practice 4 

4. Sheung Wan Civic Centre Performance 1 
  Exhibition 1 
  Rehearsal/Practice 6 
  Conference/Talk 1 
 
 
 



  

 
 Performance Venues Activity Type Number of 

Facilities 
5. Ngau Chi Wan Civic Centre Performance 2 
  Rehearsal/Practice 4 
  Conference/Talk 1 
6. Ko Shan Theatre Performance 1 
  Rehearsal/Practice 2 
  Conference/Talk 1 
7. Sha Tin Town Hall Performance 2 
  Exhibition 1 
  Rehearsal/Practice 5 
  Conference/Talk 3 
8. Tuen Mun Town Hall Performance 2 
  Exhibition 1 
  Rehearsal/Practice 5 
  Conference/Talk 3 

9. Kwai Tsing Theatre Performance 1 
  Performance /Exhibition 1 
  Rehearsal/Practice 2 
  Conference/Talk 1 
10. Tsuen Wan Town Hall Performance 2 
  Exhibition 1 
  Conference/Talk 2 
11. Yuen Long Theatre Performance 1 
  Exhibition 1 
  Rehearsal/Practice 3 
  Conference/Talk 1 
12. North District Town Hall Performance 1 
  Rehearsal/Practice 2 
13. Tai Po Civic Centre Performance 1 
  Rehearsal/Practice 2 
14. Hong Kong Coliseum Performance 1 

15. Queen Elizabeth Stadium Performance 1 
  Rehearsal/Practice 1 
  Conference/Talk 3 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services

Date 17 March 2009 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB226 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0136 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 

Regarding the cultural facilities provided by the Administration, please provide the following 
information: 

In the past five years, i.e. from 2004 to 2008, what was the number of arts and cultural 
programmes held at each performance venue respectively?  Please list by programme type (e.g. 
music, drama, film, etc.) the number of programmes held at each venue and the expenditure 
involved. 

Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 

Reply : 

The number of the arts and cultural programmes held at each of the 15 performance venues 
managed by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) in the past five years from 
2004-05 to 2008-09, with breakdown by programme type, is set out in the Annex.  These 
programmes include presentations by both the LCSD and outside hirers of the venues.  For the 
former, the expenditure incurred for the programmes held at the 15 performance venues of the 
LCSD is as follows - 

 

2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 
(Note 1) 

2008-09 
(estimate)  
(Notes 1 & 

2) 

$99,883,078 $101,088,793 $101,675,03
3 

$96,492,034 $92,593,150 

 

Note 1 : Expenditures in 2004-05 to 2006-07 include presentations of arts groups which were 
Hong Kong Arts Development Council’s three-year grantees.  Decrease in 
programme expenditure in 2007-08 and 2008-09 is due to transfer of such funding 
support for these groups to Home Affairs Bureau since 2007-08.  

Note 2 : Decrease in programme expenditure in 2008-09 is also due to deployment of more 
resources to organise programmes at non-LCSD venues. 

 
 
 
 



  

 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services

Date 19 March 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Cultural Programmes at Performance Venues Managed by the LCSD 
 

Number of presentations/screenings 

 Venue/Type of event 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 
2008-09 

(estimate) 
1. Hong Kong City Hall      
  Concerts and recitals  152 312 312 266 320 
  Operas 51 70 90 93 92 
  Plays 65 103 120 104 133 
  Ballet and dance 28 15 28 32 41 
  Film shows 103 25 98 123 84 
  Others  β 218 148 83 59 80 

2. Hong Kong Cultural Centre      
  Concerts and recitals  360 240 281 245 281 
  Operas 100 153 84 97 93 
  Plays 188 249 246 290 249 
  Ballet and dance 91 99 78 78 73 
  Film shows 78 13 67 80 25 
  Others  β   83 128 103 101 84 

3. Hong Kong Coliseum #      
  Cultural  0 0 0 2 0 
  Entertainment 155 163 119 163 47 
  Sports 5 3 10 4 3 
  Others  β   30 22 28 10 8 

4. Queen Elizabeth Stadium*      
  Cultural  22 31 41 41 33 
  Entertainment 30 37 39 28 12 
  Sports 21 44 56 40 37 
  Others  β 186 164 167 89 98 

5. Tai Po Civic Centre      
  Concerts and recitals  8 16 9 16 9 
  Operas 48 32 57 75 29 
  Plays 48 9 7 7 11 
  Ballet and dance 3 9 16 6 9 
  Film shows 0 2 1 5 1 
  Others  β 300 238 257 206 189 

6. North District Town Hall      
  Concerts and recitals  8 24 10 19 10 
  Operas 34 99 37 41 33 
  Plays 9 3 29 16 19 
  Ballet and dance 4 2 2 2 8 
  Film shows 0 0 0 1 0 
  Others  β 119 130 128 134 155 

7. Sha Tin Town Hall      
  Concerts and recitals  200 208 267 281 154 
  Operas 96 111 87 122 129 
  Plays 95 58 71 101 107 
  Ballet and dance 34 36 38 39 37 
  Film shows 0 0 0 1 0 
  Others  β 249 245 255 194 259 

8. Tsuen Wan Town Hall      
  Concerts and recitals  119 121 207 180 195 
  Operas 35 50 49 45 50 
  Plays 14 53 47 43 46 
  Ballet and dance 12 7 34 41 38 
  Film shows 3 4 0 3 2 
  Others  β 113 241 265 278 274 

9. Tuen Mun Town Hall      
  Concerts and recitals  162 166 107 111 95 
  Operas 63 70 75 97 105 
  Plays 24 34 42 30 30 
  Ballet and dance 36 34 30 28 63 
  Film shows 0 0 0 0 0 
  Others  β 313 343 335 325 357 

β Other events include variety shows, pop concerts, acrobatic shows, lectures, conferences, speech days and gatherings. 
# Hong Kong Coliseum was closed from July to December 2008 for major renovation. 
* Queen Elizabeth Stadium was closed from January to June 2008 for major renovation. 



  

Cultural Programmes at Performance Venues Managed by the LCSD 
 

Number of presentations/screenings 

 Venue/Type of event 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 
(estimate) 

10. Ko Shan Theatre      
  Concerts and recitals  3 9 4 2 4 
  Operas 181 239 244 259 280 
  Plays 2 7 8 0 10 
  Ballet and dance 49 40 39 36 38 
  Film shows 0 0 0 0 0 
  Others  β 85 61 58 41 38 

11. Kwai Tsing Theatre      
  Concerts and recitals  31 23 47 49 51 
  Operas 100 96 117 83 103 
  Plays 47 47 38 26 119 
  Ballet and dance 37 22 27 14 51 
  Film shows 44 9 27 25 0 
  Others  β 87 83 51 81 103 

12. Yuen Long Theatre      
  Concerts and recitals  28 18 39 34 34 
  Operas 37 38 40 45 33 
  Plays 8 19 14 16 19 
  Ballet and dance 26 37 31 23 34 
  Film shows 14 5 2 5 0 
  Others  β 111 120 112 112 117 

13. Sai Wan Ho Civic Centre※      
  Concerts and recitals  49 65 53 68 55 
  Operas 128 142 136 105 102 
  Plays 54 40 41 64 60 
  Ballet and dance 14 22 26 28 13 
  Film shows 1 1 1 1 1 
  Others  β 85 90 111 69 61 

14. Sheung Wan Civic Centre @      
  Concerts and recitals  11 68 60 111 102 
  Operas 8 12 45 52 51 
  Plays 9 57 92 72 74 
  Ballet and dance 6 24 17 41 33 
  Film shows 0 0 0 2 0 
  Others  β 40 146 270 192 341 

15. Ngau Chi Wan Civic Centre      
  Concerts and recitals  37 35 25 33 24 
  Operas 67 50 49 47 38 
  Plays 103 54 96 74 106 
  Ballet and dance 11 28 18 29 15 
  Film shows 0 2 0 0 0 
  Others  β 85 107 104 117 121 

β  Other events include variety shows, pop concerts, acrobatic shows, lectures, conferences, speech days and 
gatherings. 

※ The Theatre of Sai Wan Ho Civic Centre was closed in January 2009 for renovation.   
@ Sheung Wan Civic Centre was closed from April 2004 to November 2005 for major renovation.   
 
 
 



  

 

 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB227 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0137 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 
Regarding the cultural facilities provided by the Administration, please provide the 
following information: 
In the past five years, i.e. from 2004 to 2008, what was the expenditure incurred by each 
performance venue under the Administration?  What were the expenses on manpower, 
facility maintenance, support of arts and culture, education and promotion of each venue?  
What percentage did each of these expenses account for out of the total expenditure of 
each venue? 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 
 
The expenditure incurred by the 15 performance venues managed by the Leisure and 
Cultural Services Department (LCSD) including staff, operating, electricity, cleansing 
and security, as well as venue promotional activities costs, with percentage share of these 
expenses out of the total expenditure from 2004-05 to 2008-09 is detailed in the Annex.   

 
 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services

Date 19 March 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 

 
 

Expenditure for 15 LCSD Performance Venues (2004-05 to 2008-09) 
 

  

Hong Kong 
Coliseum 
($’000) 

Queen 
Elizabeth 
Stadium 
($’000) 

Hong Kong 
Cultural 
Centre 
($’000) 

Hong Kong 
City Hall 
($’000) 

Ko Shan 
Theatre 
($’000) 

          
2004-05          

Total Expenditure β 36,273 30,478 81,603 42,823 14,307 
           
1. Salaries  11,970  11,599 25,893  13,004 4,096 

(% of Total Expenditure) (33.0%) (38.1%) (31.7%) (30.4%) (28.6%) 

2. Operating Cost* 16,474  12,125  35,443 19,719  7,355 
(% of Total Expenditure) (45.4%) (39.8%) (43.4%) (46.0%) (51.4%) 

3.  Electricity, Cleansing and 
Security  

7,709  6,656 18,274 10,021 2,731 

(% of Total Expenditure) (21.3%) (21.8%) (22.4%) (23.4%) (19.1%) 

4. Promotional Activities#        120  98  1,993  79 125 
(% of Total Expenditure) (0.3%) (0.3%) (2.5%) (0.2%) (0.9%) 

            
2005-06          

Total Expenditure β 42,056 32,642 84,183 44,593 13,266 
           
1. Salaries  11,392 11,138 24,878 12,413 3,962 

(% of Total Expenditure) (27.1%) (34.1%) (29.6%) (27.8%) (29.9%) 

2. Operating Cost* 22,221 14,126  38,570 21,554 6,371 
(% of Total Expenditure) (52.8%) (43.3%) (45.8%) (48.3%) (48.0%) 

3. Electricity, Cleansing and 
Security  

8,384 7,330 19,051 10,552 2,827 

(% of Total Expenditure) (19.9%) (22.5%) (22.6%) (23.7%) (21.3%) 

4. Promotional Activities#        59 48 1,684 74 106 
(% of Total Expenditure) (0.2%) (0.1%) (2.0%) (0.2%) (0.8%) 

            
2006-07          

Total Expenditure β 37,945 31,747 85,750 44,658 12,361 
           
1. Salaries  10,763 10,709 23,774 12,720 3,748 

(% of Total Expenditure) (28.4%) (33.7%) (27.7%) (28.5%) (30.3%) 

2. Operating Cost* 18,748 13,204 38,911 19,937 5,620 
(% of Total Expenditure) (49.4%) (41.6%) (45.4%) (44.6%) (45.5%) 

3. Electricity, Cleansing and 
Security  

8,373 7,784 21,293 11,889 2,879 

(% of Total Expenditure) (22.0%) (24.5%) (24.8%) (26.6%) (23.3%) 

4. Promotional Activities#        61 50 1,772  112 114 



  

  

Hong Kong 
Coliseum 
($’000) 

Queen 
Elizabeth 
Stadium 
($’000) 

Hong Kong 
Cultural 
Centre 
($’000) 

Hong Kong 
City Hall 
($’000) 

Ko Shan 
Theatre 
($’000) 

(% of Total Expenditure) (0.2%) (0.2%) (2.1%) (0.3%) (0.9%) 
            
2007-08          

Total Expenditure β 37,696  28,129  88,906 46,089 12,715 
           
1. Salaries  10,645  10,345 24,637 13,543 3,578 

(% of Total Expenditure) (28.2%) (36.8%) (27.7%) (29.4%) (28.1%) 

2. Operating Cost* 17,358 10,656  40,986  20,674  6,100  
(% of Total Expenditure) (46.1%) (37.9%) (46.1%) (44.8%) (48.0%) 

3. Electricity, Cleansing and 
Security  

9,577 7,033 21,748 11,800 2,922  

(% of Total Expenditure) (25.4%) (25.0%) (24.5%) (25.6%) (23.0%) 

4. Promotional Activities#         116  95 1,535 72 115 
(% of Total Expenditure) (0.3%) (0.3%) (1.7%) (0.2%) (0.9%) 

            
2008-09 (Estimate)          

Total Expenditure β 26,065 29,026 91,614 48,554  12,800  
           
1. Salaries  10,608 10,657 27,392 14,944 4,050  

(% of Total Expenditure) (40.7%) (36.7%) (29.9%) (30.8%) (31.7%) 

2. Operating Cost* 9,385 11,950  41,256  21,334 5,892  
(% of Total Expenditure) (36.0%) (41.2%) (45.0%) (43.9%) (46.0%) 

3. Electricity, Cleansing and 
Security  

5,974 6,338  22,187 12,199  2,767 

(% of Total Expenditure) (22.9%) (21.8%) (24.2%) (25.1%) (21.6%) 

4. Promotional Activities#        98  81 779 77 91 
(% of Total Expenditure) (0.4%) (0.3%) (0.9%) (0.2%) (0.7%) 

β  Only direct expenditure of the venues is included. 
* Including technical and specialist services, maintenance and contract services. No programme costs are 

included as programmes are centrally co-ordinated by programme offices which are outside the 
establishment of the venues. 

#  Including venue publicity and foyer promotional activities costs. 



  

Expenditure for 15 LCSD Performance Venues (2004-05 to 2008-09) 
 

  

Ngau Chi 
Wan Civic 

Centre 
($’000) 

Sai Wan Ho 
Civic Centre 

($’000) 

Sheung Wan 
Civic Centre

($’000) 

Sha Tin Town 
Hall 

($’000) 

North District 
Town Hall 

($’000) 
          
2004-05          

Total Expenditure β 14,722 15,585  12,599  35,400  5,738 
           
1. Salaries  5,436 4,498  3,205  11,801 2,225 

(% of Total Expenditure) (36.9%) (28.9%) (25.4%) (33.3%) (38.8%) 

2. Operating Cost* 7,128 8,080 7,304  15,417  2,663 
(% of Total Expenditure) (48.4%) (51.8%) (58.0%) (43.6%) (46.4%) 

3. Electricity, Cleansing and 
Security  

1,340 2,928 1,994 7,729 701 

(% of Total Expenditure) (9.1%) (18.8%) (15.8%) (21.8%) (12.2%) 

4. Promotional Activities#        818 79 96 453 149 
(% of Total Expenditure) (5.6%) (0.5%) (0.8%) (1.3%) (2.6%) 

            
2005-06          

Total Expenditure β 13,390  14,829  13,784 36,125  6,127 
           
1. Salaries  4,747  4,090 4,251 12,183 2,337 

(% of Total Expenditure) (35.5%) (27.6%) (30.9%) (33.7%) (38.2%) 

2. Operating Cost* 6,435  7,401  7,461  15,296  2,759 
(% of Total Expenditure) (48.1%) (49.9%) (54.1%) (42.3%) (45.0%) 

3. Electricity, Cleansing and 
Security  

1,491 3,255 2,000  8,043 754  

(% of Total Expenditure) (11.1%) (21.9%) (14.5%) (22.3%) (12.3%) 

4. Promotional Activities#        717 83  72 603 277 
(% of Total Expenditure) (5.3%) (0.6%) (0.5%) (1.7%) (4.5%) 

            
2006-07          

Total Expenditure β 13,139  14,288 14,111 34,706 6,109 
           
1. Salaries  4,567 3,600 4,318 11,402 2,228 

(% of Total Expenditure) (34.8%) (25.2%) (30.6%) (32.9%) (36.5%) 

2. Operating Cost* 6,349  7,385 7,258 14,902 2,851 
(% of Total Expenditure) (48.3%) (51.7%) (51.4%) (42.9%) (46.6%) 

3. Electricity, Cleansing and 
Security  

1,586 3,203 2,074 7,927 781 

(% of Total Expenditure) (12.1%) (22.4%) (14.7%) (22.8%) (12.8%) 

4. Promotional Activities#        637  100 461 475 249 
(% of Total Expenditure) (4.8%) (0.7%) (3.3%) (1.4%) (4.1%) 

            



  

  

Ngau Chi 
Wan Civic 

Centre 
($’000) 

Sai Wan Ho 
Civic Centre 

($’000) 

Sheung Wan 
Civic Centre

($’000) 

Sha Tin Town 
Hall 

($’000) 

North District 
Town Hall 

($’000) 

2007-08          

Total Expenditure β 14,314  15,587 15,216 34,874 6,107 
           

1. Salaries  4,520  3,757 4,394 11,135  2,224  
(% of Total Expenditure) (31.6%) (24.1%) (28.9%) (31.9%) (36.4%) 

2. Operating Cost* 7,812 8,597 8,129  15,105 2,976  
(% of Total Expenditure) (54.6%) (55.2%) (53.4%) (43.3%) (48.8%) 

3. Electricity, Cleansing and  
Security 

1,611  3,152  2,355  8,227 813 

(% of Total Expenditure) (11.2%) (20.2%) (15.5%) (23.6%) (13.3%) 

4. Promotional Activities#        371 81 338 407 94 
(% of Total Expenditure) (2.6%) (0.5%) (2.2%) (1.2%) (1.5%) 

            

2008-09 (Estimate)          

Total Expenditure β 16,242 16,394 14,867 36,289 6,433 
          
1. Salaries  5,246 4,073  3,660  10,730  2,184  

(% of Total Expenditure) (32.3%) (24.9%) (24.6%) (29.6%) (34.0%) 

2. Operating Cost* 8,165 8,515 8,137  15,581 2,993 
(% of Total Expenditure) (50.3%) (51.9%) (54.7%) (42.9%) (46.5%) 

3. Electricity, Cleansing and 
Security  

1,583  3,168 2,180  8,750  875  

(% of Total Expenditure) (9.7%) (19.3%) (14.7%) (24.1%) (13.6%) 

4. Promotional Activities#        1,248 638  890  1,228  381 
(% of Total Expenditure) (7.7%) (3.9%) (6.0%) (3.4%) (5.9%) 

β  Only direct expenditure of the venues is included. 
* Including technical and specialist services, maintenance and contract services.  No programme costs 

are included as programmes are centrally co-ordinated by programme offices which are outside the 
establishment of the venues. 

# Including venue publicity and foyer promotional activities costs. 



  

Expenditure for 15 LCSD Performance Venues (2004-05 to 2008-09) 
 

  Tai Po Civic 
Centre 
($’000) 

Kwai Tsing 
Theatre 
($’000) 

Tsuen Wan 
Town Hall 

($’000) 

Tuen Mun 
Town Hall 

($’000) 

Yuen Long 
Theatre 
($’000) 

          
2004-05          

Total Expenditure β 6,447  30,621 24,179 32,867 26,588  
           
1. Salaries  2,225 6,954 7,243 12,407 5,786 

(% of Total Expenditure) (34.5%) (22.7%) (30.0%) (37.7%) (21.7%) 

2. Operating Cost* 3,020 18,126 13,769 14,820  15,439 
(% of Total Expenditure) (46.8%) (59.2%) (56.9%) (45.1%) (58.1%) 

3. Electricity, Cleansing and 
Security  

1,134 5,123 2,747 4,999 4,865 

(% of Total Expenditure) (17.6%) (16.7%) (11.4%) (15.2%) (18.3%) 

4. Promotional Activities#      68 418 420 641 498 
(% of Total Expenditure) (1.1%) (1.4%) (1.7%) (2.0%) (1.9%) 

            
2005-06          

Total Expenditure β 6,515 31,416 25,886 31,011 26,894 
           
1. Salaries  2,337 7,878 8,009 11,733 5,674 

(% of Total Expenditure) (35.9%) (25.1%) (30.9%) (37.8%) (21.1%) 

2. Operating Cost* 3,036 18,131 14,209 13,750 15,191 
(% of Total Expenditure) (46.6%) (57.7%) (54.9%) (44.3%) (56.5%) 

3. Electricity, Cleansing and 
Security  

1,058 4,951 3,345 5,163 5,019 

(% of Total Expenditure) (16.2%) (15.8%) (12.9%) (16.7%) (18.7%) 

4. Promotional Activities#      84 456 323 365 1,010 
(% of Total Expenditure) (1.3%) (1.4%) (1.3%) (1.2%) (3.7%) 

            
2006-07          

Total Expenditure β 6,631 33,402 28,202 31,256 25,656 
           
1. Salaries  2,228 8,151 8,706 11,157 5,523 

(% of Total Expenditure) (33.6%) (24.4%) (30.9%) (35.7%) (21.5%) 

2. Operating Cost* 3,230 19,826 15,037 14,113 14,487 
(% of Total Expenditure) (48.7%) (59.4%) (53.3%) (45.2%) (56.5%) 

3. Electricity, Cleansing and 
Security 

1,104 5,023 3,684 5,016 4,920 

(% of Total Expenditure) (16.7%) (15.0%) (13.1%) (16.0%) (19.2%) 

4. Promotional Activities#      69 402 775 970 726 
(% of Total Expenditure) (1.0%) (1.2%) (2.7%) (3.1%) (2.8%) 

            



  

  Tai Po Civic 
Centre 
($’000) 

Kwai Tsing 
Theatre 
($’000) 

Tsuen Wan 
Town Hall 

($’000) 

Tuen Mun 
Town Hall 

($’000) 

Yuen Long 
Theatre 
($’000) 

2007-08          

Total Expenditure β 6,764 34,183 28,318 32,496 25,806 
           
1. Salaries  2,224 8,474 9,432 11,820 5,741 

(% of Total Expenditure) (32.9%) (24.8%) (33.3%) (36.4%) (22.3%) 

2. Operating Cost* 3,402 20,554 14,845 15,340 14,715 
(% of Total Expenditure) (50.3%) (60.1%) (52.4%) (47.2%) (57.0%) 

3. Electricity, Cleansing and 
Security 

1,043 4,938 3,741 4,835 4,926 

(% of Total Expenditure) (15.4%) (14.5%) (13.2%) (14.9%) (19.1%) 

4. Promotional Activities#      95 217 300 501 424 
(% of Total Expenditure) (1.4%) (0.6%) (1.1%) (1.5%) (1.6%) 

            
2008-09 (Estimate)          

Total Expenditure β 6,625 34,915 28,492 33,974 26,417 
           
1. Salaries  2,184 8,467 8,978 12,995 6,702 

(% of Total Expenditure) (33.0%) (24.3%) (31.5%) (38.3%) (25.4%) 

2. Operating Cost* 3,259 20,582 15,163 14,178 14,006 
(% of Total Expenditure) (49.2%) (58.9%) (53.2%) (41.7%) (53.0%) 

3. Electricity, Cleansing and 
Security  

1,095 5,532 4,017 5,620 5,265 

(% of Total Expenditure) (16.5%) (15.8%) (14.1%) (16.5%) (19.9%) 

4. Promotional Activities#      87 334 334 1,181 444 
(% of Total Expenditure) (1.3%) (1.0%) (1.2%) (3.5%) (1.7%) 

β Only direct expenditure of the venues is included. 
* Including technical and specialist services, maintenance and contract services. No programme costs are 

included as programmes are centrally co-ordinated by programme offices which are outside the 
establishment of the venues. 

# Including venue publicity and foyer promotional activities costs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB228 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0138 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the Venue Partnership Scheme, please provide the following information: 
 
The Venue Partnership Scheme was launched in mid-2007.  Please list all the venues 
participating in the Scheme since it was launched and their corresponding Venue 
Partners, and the dates when each Venue Partner started operation. 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 
The three-year pilot Venue Partnership Scheme will be implemented from April 2009 to 
March 2012.  Under the Scheme, 18 Venue Partners including individual groups, joint 
groups and consortia are engaged in organising performing arts activities of varied art 
forms at ten Leisure and Cultural Services Department performing arts venues.   
 
To facilitate smooth implementation of the Scheme, many Venue Partners started 
organising activities since the second quarter of 2008 at the respective partnering venues. 
The list of Venue Partners and the dates of their soft launch activities are given in the 
Annex.  The Yuen Long Theatre does not have a Venue Partner and selection work is 
underway.  

 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services

Date 19 March 2009 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
Annex to Reply Serial No. HAB228 

 
Venue Partnership Scheme (2009 – 2012) 

List of Venue Partners and Date of Commencement of Activities 
 

Venue  Venue Partners Date of Commencement 
of Activities 

Hong Kong Sinfonietta 
 

April 2008 (1) Hong Kong City 
Hall 
 Hong Kong Repertory Theatre 

 
April 2008 

Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra 
 

April 2008 

Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra 
 

April 2008 

Hong Kong Ballet 
 

April 2008 

(2) Hong Kong 
Cultural Centre 
 

Zuni Icosahedron 
 

April 2008 

Chung Ying Theatre Company 
 

August 2008 (3) Kwai Tsing Theatre
 

W Theatre and Windmill Grass Theatre 
 

May 2009 

Whole Theatre 
 

August 2008 (4) Ngau Chi Wan 
Civic Centre  

E-Side Dance Company 
 

September 2008 

(5) North District 
Town Hall 
 

Harmonic Theatre 
 

September 2008 

(6) Sai Wan Ho Civic 
Centre 
 

The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection 
 

December 2008 

The Cantonese Opera Advancement Association 
 

October 2008 (7) Sha Tin Town Hall 
 

Hong Kong Children’s Arts Alliance 
 

September 2008 

(8) Sheung Wan Civic 
Centre 
 

Perry Chiu Experimental Theatre 
 

September 2008 

Hong Kong Dance Company 
 

August 2008 (9) Tsuen Wan Town 
Hall 
 Ming Ri Institute for Arts Education 

 
February 2009 

(10) Tuen Mun Town 
Hall 

Spring-Time Chinese Opera and Hon Fung 
Creative Chinese Opera 

September 2008 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB229 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0139 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 

Regarding the Venue Partnership Scheme, please provide the following information:  

A breakdown of the various forms of support provided by the venues to each of their Venue 
Partners and the expenditure involved in each form of support.  

 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 

Support to Venue Partners at the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) venues is 
given in various forms including  priority use of venues, provision of free work stations as well 
as enhanced publicity arrangements such as the use of display areas and banner sites.  

Apart from the above administrative and promotion support, Venue Partners are offered 
production fees to organise activities.  For those Venue Partners who are receiving annual 
subvention from the Home Affairs Bureau, funding is allocated by the Bureau for additional 
Venue Partnership Scheme-related activities, staff cost and venue charges.  For the other Venue 
Partners, the LCSD provides each with an annual programme fee at a ceiling of $1 million for 
related production, staff and administrative costs, in addition to the free use of the venue 
facilities and ticketing services. 

The breakdown of expenditure (actual and notional, as applicable) arisen from the above-
mentioned forms of support to each Venue Partner administered through the Bureau and the 
Department is given in the Annex.   

 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services

Date 17 March 2009 
 
 
 
 



  

 
Venue Partnership Scheme (VPS) - Level of Support to Venue Partners 

 
 

(A) Venue Partners Receiving Home Affairs Bureau's Annual Subvention 
 

 2008-09 

 
Venue Venue Partners Hire Charges in 

using LCSD Venues
($) 

Additional VPS-
related Activities 

and Staff Cost 
($) 

 
Total Funding

($) 

Hong Kong Sinfonietta 132,883  1,000,000  1,132,883 1 Hong Kong 
City Hall 

Hong Kong Repertory 
Theatre 8,190  1,000,000  1,008,190 

Hong Kong Philharmonic 
Orchestra 275,480  1,000,000  1,275,480 

Hong Kong Chinese 
Orchestra 474,809  1,000,000  1,474,809 

Hong Kong Ballet 875,175  1,000,000  1,875,175 

2 Hong Kong 
Cultural Centre 

Zuni Icosahedron 558,506  1,000,000  1,558,506 

3 Kwai Tsing 
Theatre 

Chung Ying Theatre 
Company 697,318  1,000,000  1,697,318 

4 Tsuen Wan 
Town Hall Hong Kong Dance Company 303,012  1,000,000  1,303,012 

 Grand Total:  3,325,373  8,000,000  11,325,373 

 



  

 
(B) Venue Partners Not Receiving Home Affairs Bureau's Annual Subvention 
 

 2008-09 

 Venue Venue Partners Notional 
Hire 

Charges ($)
[Remarks] 

Notional 
 URBTIX 
Charges 

($) 

Programme 
Fee 
($) 

Total 
Expenditure

(Actual + 
Notional) 

 ($) 

1 Whole Theatre 464,772 52,220  750,000  1,266,992 

 

Ngau Chi Wan Civic 
Centre 

E-Side Dance Company 240,995 8,174  450,000  699,169  

2 Kwai Tsing Theatre W Theatre and Windmill 
Grass Theatre 0  0  0  0  

3 Tsuen Wan Town Hall Ming Ri Institute for Arts 
Education 139,440 0  181,900  321,340  

4 
 

The Cantonese Opera 
Advancement Association 276,580 44,804  96,000  417,384  

 

Sha Tin Town Hall 

Hong Kong Children's 
Arts Alliance 172,050 13,795  730,000  915,845  

5 North District Town 
Hall 

Harmonic Theatre 
239,520 14,090  700,000  953,610  

6 
 

Tuen Mun Town Hall Spring-Time Chinese 
Opera and Hon Fung 
Creative Chinese Opera 

1,038,920 54,000  900,000  1,992,920 

7 Sheung Wan Civic 
Centre 

Perry Chiu Experimental 
Theatre 307,860 44,260  565,000  917,120  

8 
 

Sai Wan Ho Civic 
Centre 

The Absolutely Fabulous 
Theatre Connection 138,535 18,502  628,000  785,037  

 Grand Total:  3,018,672 249,845  5,000,900  8,269,417 

 
Remarks: Notional hire charge denotes charges incurred by the Venue Partner from free use of hiring units 

at the partnering venue and the ancillary facilities therein. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB230 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0140 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
 

Question : 
Regarding the Venue Partnership Scheme, please provide the following information: 
 
How many activities have been organised by each venue and its Venue Partner(s) since 
mid-2007?  Please give a breakdown of the number of activities co-organised by each 
venue and its Venue Partner(s) by the types of activities (e.g. performance, exhibition, 
publication, educational activity, community or promotion programme), the number of 
audience outreached by these activities and the average cost for each member of the 
audience of each activity. 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 
During the soft launch period of the Venue Partnership Scheme (VPS) from April 2008 
to March 2009, the 18 Venue Partners have presented in their partnering venues a total of 
346 stage performances and 209 educational, promotional and audience building 
activities with a total attendance of about 371 000.  Details of the level of activities and 
the total audience size of these Venue Partners at individual venues are given in the 
Annex. 

 
 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services

Date 19 March 2009 
 
 
 
 



  

 
Venue Partnership Scheme (VPS) - Level of Activities, Attendance Record and 

Average Cost Per Audience (2008-09) 
 
 

(A) Venue Partners Receiving Home Affairs Bureau's Annual Subvention [Note] 
 

2008-09 

Venue Venue Partners No. of Paid 
Stage 

Performances

No. of Educational / 
Promotional / 

Audience Building 
Activities 

(Paid or Free) 

Total No. of 
Performances

/Activities 

Total 
Attendance

 Hong Kong Philharmonic 

 Orchestra 
60 41 101 114 614 

 Hong Kong Chinese 
Orchestra 29 4 33 32 824  

 Hong Kong Ballet 21 16 37 75 911  

1 Hong Kong 
Cultural Centre 

 Zuni Icosahedron 21 4 25 35 117  

 Hong Kong Sinfonietta 21 0 21 22 133  
2 Hong Kong City 

Hall  Hong Kong Repertory 
Theatre 29 25 54 9 780  

3 Kwai Tsing 
Theatre 

 Chung Ying Theatre 
Company 25 10 35 18 832  

4 Tsuen Wan Town 
Hall  Hong Kong Dance Company 2 5 7 6 599  

 (A) Sub-total: 208 105 313 315 810 

Note 
It is not feasible to derive the average cost per audience for VPS activities of the Venue Partners 
under Category (A) since their annual subvention also covers activities originally planned at the 
partnering venues with no specific itemised breakdown by venue. 



  

 
(B) Venue Partners Not Receiving Home Affairs Bureau's Annual Subvention 

 
2008-09 

Venue Venue Partners No. of Paid 
Stage 

Performances

No. of 
Educational / 
Promotional / 

Audience 
Building 
Activities 

(Paid or Free)

Total No. of 
Performances

/Activities

Total Cost 

(Programme 
Fee & Notional 

Hire/Ticketing 

Charges) 

($) 

Total 

Attendance

Average 
Cost Per 
Audience

($) 

1 
Sheung Wan 
Civic Centre 

Perry Chiu 
Experimental 
Theatre 

17 2 19 917,120  6 670  137  

2 
Sai Wan Ho 
Civic Centre 

The Absolutely 
Fabulous Theatre 
Connection 

7 1 8 785,037  3 317  237  

E-Side Dance 
Company 

11 11 22 699,169  1 674  418  
3 

Ngau Chi 
Wan Civic 
Centre Whole Theatre 57 10 67 1,266,992  7 414  171  

4 
Kwai Tsing 
Theatre 

W Theatre and 
Windmill Grass 
Theatre * 

0 0 0 0  0  0  

5 
Tsuen Wan 
Town Hall 

Ming Ri Institute 
for  
Arts Education 

0 40 40 321,340  6 850  47  

The Cantonese 
Opera 
Advancement 
Association 

9 0 9 417,384  5 500  76  

6 
Sha Tin Town 
Hall 

Hong Kong 
Children's 
Arts Alliance 

9 15 24 915,845  8 800  104  

7 
North District 
Town Hall 

Harmonic Theatre 8 12 20 953,610  5 500  173  

8 
Tuen Mun 
Town Hall 

Spring-Time 
Chinese Opera and 
Hon Fung Creative 
Chinese Opera 

20 13 33 1,992,920  9 500  210  

(B) Sub-total: 138 104 242 8,269,417  55 225  150  

(A) + (B) Total: 346 209 555 --- 371 035 --- 

* No activity during soft launch period of VPS in 2008-09 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB231 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0141 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the Venue Partnership Scheme, please provide the following information:  
 
How many local professional arts groups have been openly invited by the Administration 
to submit proposals for the Venue Partnership Scheme?  Please list the names of all the 
arts groups that have been invited to submit proposals.  Moreover, is it that only those 
arts groups that have been invited can join the Scheme?  If so, what are the reasons?  If 
not, how can those who wish to join the Scheme of their own accord do so?  Please also 
list the application procedures. 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai  
 
Reply : 
An open “Invitation for Proposals” exercise for the 3-year Venue Partnership Scheme 
was launched in June 2007 through newspaper advertisements, press release, mass 
mailing to arts groups and on the website of the Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department.  A public briefing was held in July 2007 to explain the requirements on 
submission of proposals.  All performing arts groups interested in the Scheme could 
submit proposals on or before the deadline.  A total of 37 proposals were received, and 
eventually 18 Venue Partners were chosen for the Scheme. 

 
 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services

Date 19 March 2009 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB232 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0142 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the Venue Partnership Scheme, please provide the following information: 
 
(a) How many members are there in the Committee on Venue Partnership (the 

Committee) set up by the Administration?   Please list the names of the 
Committee members and the sector that each of them represents.   In addition, 
please provide detailed information on the criteria adopted by the Committee for 
the selection of venue partners. 

 
(b) How does the Committee assist the venue partners in formulating plans?  Does  the 

Committee hold discussions with the management staff of the venues and the 
representatives of the venue partners?  If it does, what are the details?  If not, 
what are the reasons?  

 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 
(a) The membership list of the Committee on Venue Partnership (2008 to 2010) and 

their representation are as follows - 
 
Dr Saimond Ip (Chairman) – management and consultancy 
Prof. Lo King-man – arts veteran 
Dr Cheung Ping-kuen – arts veteran 
Mr Chow Yick-hay – district and community  
Mr Tsang Kee-kung – education 
Mr Louis Yu – arts administrator 
Mr Tam Siu-ping – education  
 
 

The assessment criteria adopted by the Committee in selecting venue partners  
include artistic merit of the proposed programmes and activities, administrative 
and management ability of the arts groups, alignment of the proposals with the 
objectives of the Scheme as well as other meritorious aspects. 

 



  

(b) Based on the proposals given by the arts groups, the Committee discussed and 
gave direction for some in regard to enhancement, development and 
implementation of their programmes in meeting the objectives of the Scheme, 
such as the extent in the use of facilities, enrichment of the artistic content of the 
programmes and  marketing strategies of the audience building activities.  To 
take forward the Committee’s advice, staff of the respective venues meet and 
discuss with the venue partners the execution and implementation of the 
programmes in all aspects of production, administration, marketing, publicity and 
audience building, besides maximising use of the venue facilities. 

 
 
 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services

Date 19 March 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB233 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0143 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 
Regarding the cultural programmes organised by the Administration, please provide the 
following information: 
In the past five years, i.e. from 2004 to 2008, how many local cultural programmes have 
been presented by the Administration?  Please list by programme type (e.g. exhibition, 
performance, education, etc.) and art form  the number, date, number of participating 
arts groups and average attendance of the local cultural programmes organised each year, 
as well as the expenditure involved. 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 
In the past five years from 2004-05 to 2008-09, the Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department (LCSD) organised annually an average of over 3 600 local performances, 
including ticketed cultural and festival presentations, free entertainment programmes, 
audience building programmes, carnival events and lantern exhibitions, featuring over 
900 local artists/arts groups, with an expenditure of around $86 million and attracting 
2 782 000 audience every year.  The breakdown on the local programmes with details 
on the number of artists/arts groups, number of performances, attendance and 
expenditure are set out in the Annex.   

 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services

Date 20 March 2009 
 
 
 
 



   

Annex to Reply Serial No. HAB233 
 

Local Cultural Programmes Organised by LCSD (2004-05 to 2008-09) 
 

2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 (estimate) (Note 2) Local 
Cultural 

Programmes 
No. of 

Artists/ 
Groups 

No. of 
Perf. Attendance Production 

Cost ($) 

No. of 
Artists/
Groups

No. of 
Perf. Attendance Production

Cost ($) 

No. of 
Artists/
Groups

No. of 
Perf. Attendance Production

Cost ($) 

No. of 
Artists/
Groups

No. of 
Perf. Attendance Production

Cost ($)

No. of 
Artists/
Groups

No. of 
Perf. Attendance Production 

Cost ($) 

Music 66 220 97 214 13,814,927 70 214 92 416 10,517,313 86 191 117 189 10,410,711 68 190 88 833 12,926,664 72 195 86 147 14,123,151 

Theatre 52 256 54 442 8,189,686 42 306 60 409 9,562,757 58 355 84 203 10,769,833 38 245 47 899 9,758,018 41 359 68 954 13,461,605 

Chinese Opera 39 93 72 668 9,138,186 40 96 99 876 9,378,910 43 103 101 892 7,944,269 41 128 126 774 10,602,283 53 165 117 003 11,145,180 

Dance 30 119 58 575 9,989,336 30 104 54 953 9,323,413 35 157 84 204 10,858,075 30 84 36 215 2,766,304 29 85 58 594 3,880,600 

Multi-Arts 12 151 21 762 2,097,445 7 133 16 468 2,015,776 18 131 29 412 2,613,219 15 144 26 402 3,952,350 19 163 30 142 4,396,797 

Festival 
Programmes  
(Note 1) 

37 413 142 716 7,199,433 35 378 147 288 5,947,811 47 384 131 107 7,397,109 29 359 110 501 3,928,054 28 332 93 020 6,526,077 

Audience 
Building 
Activities 

328 1 627 571 201 16,357,772 327 1 716  568 557 15,288,744 430 1 779 624 016 17,423,822 371 1 731 586 987 16,460,716 273 1 806 514 534 19,233,607 

Entertainment 
Programmes 

308 650 1 425 600 19,193,000 314 633 1 579 800 20,191,000 325 657 1 793 100 20,048,000 320 623 1 915 500 20,801,000 377 640 1 975 100 20,023,000 

Total 872 3 529 2 444 178 85,979,785 865  3 580 2 619 767 82,225,724 1 042  3 757 2 965 123 87,465,038 912 3 504 2 939 111 81,195,389 892 3 745 2 943 494 92,790,017 

 

  No. of Artists/ 
Groups No. of Performance Attendance Production 

Cost ($) 

Average in 5 years from 2004-05 to 2008-09  917 3 623 2 782 335 85,931,191  

Note 1: ． The Department presents two thematic arts festivals every year - the International Arts Carnival for children, youth and families in summer as well as a thematic festival in autumn 
alternating with the themes of "New Vision" and "World's Cultures". 

 ． A relatively low production cost in 2007-08 is due to the nature of the thematic festival that year where local art context is less representative in the Mediterranean Arts Festival. 
Note 2 : ． The increase in number of local cultural programmes in 2008-09 is due to adjustment of programme strategy to deploy more resources for presentation of local programmes to 

enhance the development of local artists and arts groups.  



   

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB234 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0144 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the cultural programmes organised by the Administration, please provide the 
following information: 
In the past five years, i.e. from 2004 to 2008, how many visiting cultural programmes 
have been presented by the Administration?  Please list by programme type (e.g. 
exhibition, performance, education, etc.) and art form the number, date, number of 
participating arts groups and average attendance of the visiting cultural programmes 
organised each year, as well as the expenditure involved. 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 
In the past five years from 2004-05 to 2008-09, the Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department (LCSD) organised annually an average of 320 visiting programmes featuring 
about 150 visiting artists/arts groups from the Mainland and overseas countries in 
ticketed cultural and festival presentations, as well as audience building activities with an 
expenditure of around $48 million and attracting about 220 000 audiences every year.  
The breakdown on the visiting programmes with details on the number of artists/arts 
groups, number of performances, attendance and expenditure are set out in the Annex. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services

Date 20 March 2009 
 
 



   

Annex to Reply Serial No. HAB234 
Visiting Cultural Programmes Organised by LCSD (2004-05 to 2008-09) 

 
2004-05  2005-06  2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 (estimate) (Note 1) 

Visiting 
Cultural 

Programmes 
No. of 

Artists/ 
Groups 

No. 
of  

Perf. 
Attendance

 
Production 

Cost ($) 

No. of 
Artists/ 
Groups 

No. of 
Perf.

Attendance
 

Production
Cost ($) 

No. of 
Artists/
Groups

No. of 
Perf.

Attendance 
 

Production
Cost ($) 

No. of 
Artists/
Groups

No. 
of 

Perf.
Attendance

 
Production

Cost ($) 

No. of 
Artists/
Groups

No. of 
Perf.

Attendance 
 

Production 
Cost ($) 

Music 
(Note 2) 55 77 60 024 13,497,160 34 60 65 268 19,438,592 48 60 49 341 16,177,666 45 71 47 582 13,530,679 45 68 40 026 10,467,809 

Theatre 8 36 6 939 3,498,015 7 20 5 911 1,644,937 14 31 17 583 4,169,666 6 14 3 722 1,881,820 5 7 2 625 811,280 

Chinese 
Opera 20 52 29 573 7,330,181 18 44 28 810 7,666,128 21 49 24 838 8,158,465 15 37 20 310 5,786,454 12 33 23 507 6,466,766 

Dance 22 51 48 829 7,193,958 14 35 36 555 6,545,143 19 39 30 775 7,791,611 12 31 31 659 8,859,507 12 38 19 078 7,475,232 

Multi-Arts 13 39 23 383 4,868,427 8 34 25 391 4,972,078 13 73 34 898 5,190,589 19 84 60 980 4,457,167 14 41 22 335 5,475,749 

Festival  
Programmes 
(Note 3) 

29 53 37 768 9,942,956 27 76 61 421 11,732,672 30 73 68 928 9,760,140 38 115 71 656 15,795,125 35 84 60 001 11,066,228 

Audience 
Building 
Activities 
(Note 4) 

19 22 15 228 52,529 32 16 7 705 48,100 9 14 7 151 101,250 13 17 7 791 55,470 5 11 1 590 45,550 

Total 166 330 221 744 46,383,226 140 285 231 061 52,047,650 154 339 233 514 51,349,387 148 369 243 700 50,366,222 128 282 169 162 41,808,614 

 

  No. of Artists/ 
Groups No. of Performance Attendance Production 

Cost ($) 

Average in 5 years from 2004-05 to 2008-09 147  321  219 836  48,391,020  
 

Note 1: The decrease in number of visiting programmes in 2008-09 is due to adjustment of programme strategy to deploy more resources for presentation of local programmes to enhance the development of local 
artists and arts groups. 

Note 2: The reason for fewer groups but high cost in 2005-06 is due to relatively high production costs for presenting renowned overseas groups. 
Note 3 : The Department presents two thematic arts festivals every year - the International Arts Carnival for children, youth and families in summer as well as a thematic festival in autumn alternating with the themes 

of "New Vision" and "World's Cultures". 

Note 4: The decrease in number of visiting groups but increase in production cost in 2006-07 is due to the relatively high production cost of a visiting Flamenco group. 
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Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the cultural programmes organised by the Administration, please provide the 
following information: 
In the past five years, i.e. from 2004 to 2008, how many audience building activities have 
been held by the Administration?  Please list by programme type (e.g. exhibition, 
performance, education, etc.) and art form the number, date, number of participating arts 
groups and average attendance of the audience building activities organised each year, as 
well as the expenditure involved. 
  
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 
The Leisure and Cultural Services Department organises the following audience building 
and arts educational programmes to nurture interest in and promote appreciation of the 
performing arts to students and the public at large - 
1. territory-wide audience building schemes and arts educational projects, including the 

Community Cultural Ambassador Scheme, District Cantonese Opera Parade, School 
Arts Animateur Scheme, School Culture Day Scheme and Experience the Arts 
Scheme for Senior Secondary Students, providing a wide range of audience building, 
arts appreciation and arts educational activities at schools and community level; 

2. programme-based audience building and arts educational activities in connection with 
staging of annual arts festivals and year-round cultural presentations, such as talks, 
meet-the-artists sessions, exhibitions, master classes, student/school touring 
performances, open dress rehearsals, lectures and workshops;  

3. audience building activities organised at the performing arts venues as promotional 
activities, such as free performances at foyers and piazzas, and backstage tours; and 

4. music promotion activities organised by the Music Office, including youth music 
exchange programmes and promotion activities, such as school touring concerts, 
community concerts and workshops. 

 



  

 
 
Details of such activities organised in the past five years from 2004-05 to 2008-09 are 
summarised in the Annex. 

 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services

Date 19 March 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
Annex to Reply Serial No. HAB235 

 
Audience Building/Arts Education Activities Organised by the Leisure and Cultural Services 

Department (2004-05 to 2008-09) 
 

  No. of Activities Attendance No. of Participating 
Arts Groups 

Expenditure ($’000) 

  Audience 
Building 

Arts 
Education

Audience 
Building

Arts 
Education

Audience 
Building 

Arts 
Education 

Audience 
Building

Arts 
Education

2004-05 587 318 122 800 116 000 39 17 8,291 4,309 
2005-06 624 346 103 600 123 900 41 22 6,585 4,878 
2006-07 622 354 125 200 131 700 89 19 8,215 5,027 
2007-08 503 487 124 800 148 900 60 24 6,856 6,177 

Territory-wide 
Audience Building 
Schemes/Arts 
Educational 
Projects 

2008-09* 639 461 133 600 146 600 40 26 8,880 5,800 

2004-05 534 254 154 400 79 200 114 40 1,664 2,012 
2005-06 467 227 184 700 65 400 117 33 1,959 2,165 
2006-07 501 224 211 800 73 400 154 36 2,932 2,238 
2007-08 494 219 187 300 62 200 129 27 2,713 1,751 

Programme-based 
Audience 
Building/ Arts 
Educational/ Arts 
Appreciation 
Activities  

2008-09* 438 222 173 100 63 400 109 27 3,878 2,055 

2004-05 328 26 158 800 13 200 272 7 1,921 216 
2005-06 336 30 146 600 9 700 275 8 1,963 250 
2006-07 390 34 180 700 18 600 311 8 2,354 298 
2007-08 337 30 129 400 12 800 280 7 1,689 225 

Venue-based 
Audience Building 
Activities  

2008-09* 257 67 53 000 12 800 193 7 2,047 466 

2004-05 125 265 62 500 113 100 9 3 993 680 
2005-06 129 267 62 900 129 600 10 3 988 672 
2006-07 126 267 75 100 100 000 9 3 1,015 615 
2007-08 129 262 82 100 96 800 10 3 956 613 

Music Promotion 
Activities 
Organised by the 
Music Office  

2008-09* 126 267 70 100 100 000 9 3 1,196 890 

2004-05 2 437 820 000 501 20,086 

2005-06 2 426 826 400 509 19,460 

2006-07 2 518 916 500 629 22,694 

2007-08 2 461 844 300 540 20,980 

Total  

2008-09* 2 477 752 600 Note        414 Note 25,212 

 
* Figures for 2008-09 are estimates 
 
Note: The decrease in number of attendance and participating groups in 2008-09 is mainly due to the 

revamping of programme plan on audience building to organise more focused small-scale 
district/community based programmes. 

 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB236 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0146 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 

Regarding the entertainment programmes organised by the Administration, please provide the 
following information: 

In the past five years, i.e. from 2004 to 2008, how many district entertainment programmes have 
been presented by the Administration?  Please list by programme type (e.g. exhibition, 
performance, education, etc.) and art form the number, date, number of participating arts groups 
and average attendance of such programmes organised each year, as well as the expenditure 
involved. 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 
The Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) organises free entertainment 
programmes in the 18 districts at various outdoor and indoor venues, such as parks, playgrounds, 
podiums/plazas of housing estates and community halls.  These programmes which offer a 
wide range of cultural programmes of different art forms, serve to promote the performing arts in 
the community as well as provide performance opportunities for upcoming artists and arts 
groups.   
 
The relevant information regarding these programmes organised in the past five years from 
2004-05 to 2008-09 is in the Annex.  From 2008-09 onwards, the provision for free district 
entertainment programmes comes from the 18 District Councils’ funds for Community 
Involvement Projects.  LCSD applies for funds from the respective District Councils for 
organising these programmes. 

 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Date 20 March 2009 
 



  

Annex to Reply Serial No. HAB236 
 

Free District Entertainment Programmes Organised by  
the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (2004-05 to 2008-09) 

 

Art Form No. of 
Performances 

No. of 
Participating 
Arts Groups 

Total 
Expenditure 

($’000) 

Total 
Attendance 

Average 
Attendance

2004-05 122 44 1,660 24 700 202 
2005-06 121 43 1,719 22 600 187 
2006-07 126 44 1,811 25 700 204 
2007-08 115 49 1,654 19 900 173 

Music 

2008-09* 
(estimate) 

126 49 1,846* 22 900 182 

2004-05 71 24 1,090 15 000 211 
2005-06 78 23 1,294 18 000 231 
2006-07 74 21 1,171 20 100 272 
2007-08 79 22 1,305 20 200 256 

Dance 

2008-09* 
(estimate) 

81 22 1,345* 18 000 222 

2004-05 50 7 595 10 200 204 
2005-06 46 6 566 9 500 207 
2006-07 54 8 641 8 300 154 
2007-08 52 7 672 7 800 150 

Theatre 

2008-09* 
(estimate) 

51 7 625* 6 500 127 

2004-05 153 75 2,198 38 400 251 
2005-06 149 77 2,254 38 600 259 
2006-07 143 80 2,138 30 800 215 
2007-08 136 80 2,099 32 800 241 

Chinese 
Opera 

2008-09* 
(estimate) 

139 87 2,142* 27 800 200 

2004-05 233 30 2,411 53 600 230 
2005-06 217 29 2,452 58 500 270 
2006-07 235 30 2,540 72 000 306 
2007-08 219 30 2,490 48 300 221 

Multi- 
arts & 
Others 

2008-09* 
(estimate) 

220 31 2,590* 38 800 176 

2004-05 629 180 7,954 141 900 226 
2005-06 611 178 8,285 147 200 241 
2006-07 632 183 8,301 156 900 248 
2007-08 601 188 8,220 129 000 215 

TOTAL 

2008-09* 
(estimate) 

617 196 8,548* 114 000Note 185Note 

* From 2008-09 onwards, the provision for free district entertainment programmes comes from the 
18 District Councils’ funds for Community Involvement Projects.  LCSD applies for funds from 
the respective District Councils for organising these programmes. 



  

Note: The reduction in attendance in 2008-09 was attributable to more performance days affected by 
hot, cold and rainy weather as well as keen competition from programmes offered by shopping 
centres especially for children theatre and multi-arts programmes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB237 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0147 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
 
Regarding the entertainment programmes organised by the Administration, please provide the 
following information: 

In the past five years, i.e. from 2004 to 2008, how many territory/region-wide carnivals and 
outdoor programmes have been presented by the Administration?  Please list by programme 
type (e.g. exhibition, performance, education, etc.) and art form the number, date, number of 
participating arts groups and average attendance of such programmes organised each year, as 
well as the expenditure involved. 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 
 
To provide free entertainment for the enjoyment of the public, the Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department (LCSD) organises large-scale carnivals to celebrate traditional and major festivals, 
including the Mid-Autumn Lantern Carnivals, Lunar New Year Lantern Carnivals and New Year 
Eve Countdown Carnival, as well as thematic outdoor programmes throughout the year.  These 
carnivals and outdoor programmes comprise stage performances, roving artists and participatory 
activities such as games, and arts and crafts stalls.  Thematic lantern exhibitions are also 
organised around the Mid-Autumn Festival and Lunar New Year in different districts.  
Information about these carnivals and outdoor events organised in the past five years from 2004-
05 to 2008-09 is in the Annex. 

 
 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Date 20 March 2009 
 



  

 
Annex to Reply Serial No. HAB237 

 
 

Territory/Region-wide Carnivals and Outdoor Programmes Organised by  
the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (2004-05 to 2008-09) 

 
 

Programme Types No. of 
Performances

No. of 
Participating 
Arts Groups

Expenditure 
($’000) 

Total 
Attendance

Average 
Attendance

2004-05 8 73 8,310 552 000 69 000 
2005-06 8 86 8,929 638 900 79 863 
2006-07 8 73 8,560 713 800 89 225 
2007-08 8 71 8,810 537 500 67 188 

Territory-wide / 
Regional Festive 
Carnivals 
(including 
Lantern and 
Countdown 
Carnivals) 

2008-09 
(estimate) 

7 73 7,575 678 600 96 943 

2004-05 3 1,461 666 900 222 300 
2005-06 3 1,547 716 900 238 967 
2006-07 5 2,123 864 500 172 900 
2007-08 5 2,390 1 160 600 232 120 

Thematic Lantern/  
Lantern Design 
Exhibitions 
 2008-09 

(estimate) 
4 

N/A* 

1,935 1 066 900 266 725 

2004-05 10 55 1,468 64 800 6 480 
2005-06 11 50 1,430 76 800 6 982 
2006-07 12 69 1,064 57 900 4 825 
2007-08 9 61 1,381 88 400 9 822 

Other Thematic 
Carnivals/ 
Outdoor 
Programmes 

 2008-09 
(estimate) 

12 108 1,965 115 600 9 633 

2004-05 21 128 11,239 1 283 700 61 129 
2005-06 22 136 11,906 1 432 600 65 118 
2006-07 25 142 11,747 1 636 200 65 448 
2007-08 22 132 12,581 1 786 500 81 205 

Total 
 

2008-09 
(estimate) 

23 181 11,475 1 861 100 80 917 

 
* Only design and production houses, schools, individual participants but not arts groups are 

involved in the Thematic Lantern and Lantern Design Exhibitions. 
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0148 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 

Regarding the entertainment programmes organised by the Administration, please provide the 
following information: 

In the past five years, i.e. from 2004 to 2008, how many film programmes have been presented 
by the Administration?  Please list the total number of such programmes organised each year, 
the average attendance and the average cost per viewer. 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 

The total number of film programmes organised by the Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department, their total attendance, average attendance and average cost per viewer in the last 
five financial years are as follows: 

  

2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09
Total from 
2004-05 to 

2008-09 

Average of 
the five 

financial 
years 

No. of film 
programmes 686 535 625 628 577 3 051 610 
Attendance 82 500 68 800 77 800 83 400 75 000 387 500 77 500 
Average 
attendance per 
film programme 120 129 124 133 130 N.A. 127 
Average cost per 
viewer $16 $28 $23 $22 $26 N.A. $23 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Date 17 March 2009 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB239 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0158 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the Administration’s support for the development of culture and arts in Hong 
Kong, please provide the following information: 
Besides the Venue Partnership Scheme managed by the Administration, how many more 
schemes are in support of the development of culture and arts?  Please give a 
breakdown of the name, the eligibility criteria, the ceiling of the financial support, the 
type of culture or arts supported and the form of support provided by each scheme. 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 
Other than the Venue Partnership Scheme, the Leisure and Cultural Services Department 
(LCSD) implements the following five audience building schemes on an annual basis - 
 
1. Community Cultural Ambassador Scheme 
- This Scheme supports local performing arts practitioners in conducting creative 

outreach arts projects at various indoor and outdoor venues in different 
districts/communities. The activities include performances, workshops, lectures, 
demonstrations and exhibitions.  

- Registered local non-profit performing arts groups and artists active in promoting a 
specific art form in Hong Kong in the past three years with proven experience and 
artistic merit are eligible to apply through open invitation every year. 

 
2. District Cantonese Opera Parade 
- This annual District Cantonese Opera Parade provides performance opportunities for 

budding and amateur Cantonese opera troupes to perform at the district level.  
- Registered non-profit local amateur Cantonese opera groups possessing practical 

performance experience in the past three years are eligible to apply through open 
invitation every year. 

 
3. School Arts Animateur Scheme 



  

- Under the Scheme, LCSD joins hands with local professional performing arts groups 
experienced in arts education to implement arts educational projects at schools.  
These projects comprise introductory performances, workshop series lasting for a few 
months to the whole academic year and student finale performances/exhibitions. 

- Programme proposals from local professional arts groups are welcome and will be 
considered based on individual merits. 

 
4. School Culture Day Scheme 
- This Scheme encourages schools to arrange their students to visit LCSD’s performing 

arts venues, museums and public libraries during school days to take part in cultural 
programmes specially designed for them. 

- Local professional arts groups are welcome to submit proposals to tailor-made arts 
educational/arts appreciation programmes for students under this Scheme.  Proposals 
will be considered based on individual merits.  

 
5. Experience the Arts Scheme for Senior Secondary Students 
- This Scheme, which was piloted since the 2007/08 school year to pave way for the 

implementation of “Aesthetic Development” under the New Senior Secondary 
Curriculum from 2009/10 school year, offers a spectrum of tailor-made performing 
arts programmes with added interactive and educational elements for senior secondary 
students.   

- Programme proposals from local professional arts groups are welcome and will be 
considered based on individual merits. 

 
All programme proposals are assessed according to prescribed mechanism and criteria 
including artistic merits and organisational abilities.  Recommendations will be 
submitted to the Department’s Art Form Panel on Community comprising experts with 
arts and community background for advice.  Information on the financial support for the 
above schemes in the last year is provided in the Annex. 

 
 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Date 20 March 2009 
 
 



  

 
Annex to Reply Serial No. HAB239 

 
 

Budget for LCSD’s Audience Building Schemes 
 

Scheme 

Community 
Cultural 

Ambassador 
Scheme 

District 
Cantonese 

Opera 
Parade 

School Arts 
Animateur 

Scheme 

School 
Culture 

Day 
Scheme 

Experience 
the Arts 

Scheme for 
Senior 

Secondary 
Students 

(under pilot) 

Year 2008-09 2008-09 School year 
2008/09 

School 
year 

2008/09 

School year 
2008/09 

No. of 
Performing 
Arts 
Groups/ 
Projects 

22 18 12        28 12 

Budget 
(estimate) 
($’000) 

9,454 720 3,740 N.A. 
 Note 1 

1,060 
Note 2 

 
Note 1: The activities of the School Culture Day Scheme are provided by various units of 

LCSD’s Cultural Services Branch with costs absorbed in their regular operational 
budgets. 

Note 2: Apart from specially tailored programmes, the Experience the Arts Scheme for 
Senior Secondary School Students for 2008/09 school year includes programmes 
linked with regular cultural presentations and programmes contributed by major 
arts groups which shoulder the programme costs themselves. 
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  Question Serial No.

0159 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 

 
Question : 
Regarding the Administration’s support for the development of culture and arts in Hong 
Kong, please provide the following information: 
How many projects were supported by each of the above schemes in the past five years?  
Please provide a breakdown by year of the names of the supported projects, the names of 
the supported arts groups and their respective year of establishment, the art form adopted, 
the category of supported programmes (e.g. performance, exhibition, publication, 
educational activity, community or promotion programme), the amount of financial 
support received, the types and number of activities organised under each project, and the 
audience outreached by each activity.  
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 
The Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) has been providing support for 
the development of the arts and culture through a number of audience building schemes, 
including the Community Cultural Ambassador Scheme, the District Cantonese Opera 
Parade, the School Arts Animateur Scheme, the School Culture Day Scheme and the 
Experience the Arts Scheme for Senior Secondary Students.   The details of these 
schemes in the recent five years are summarised in the Annex.  As the names of the arts 
groups involved are voluminous, they are not listed individually. 

 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Date 20 March 2009 
Annex to Reply Serial No. HAB240 



  

Community Cultural Ambassador Scheme 
This Scheme supports local performing arts practitioners in conducting creative outreach arts 
projects at various indoor and outdoor venues in different districts/communities. The activities 
include performances, workshops, lectures, demonstrations and exhibitions. 

Year No. of Groups/ 
Projects  No. of Activities Attendance 

Budget 
($’000) 

 2004-05 11 388 83 122 4,886 
2005-06 11 517 93 984 4,819 
2006-07 19 573 133 442 7,876 
2007-08 20 601 140 261 8,039 
2008-09 22 647* 150 000* 9,454 

*  The 22 projects selected in 2008-09 are being conducted from late 2008 to late 2009.  The number 
of activities and attendance are estimated figures. 

 
District  Cantonese Opera Parade 
The District Cantonese Opera Parade provides performance opportunities for budding and amateur 
Cantonese opera troupes to perform at the district level.  

Year No. of Groups  No. of 
Performances 

Attendance Budget 
($’000) 

2004-05 16 16 4 554 560 
2005-06 16 16 4 601 560 
2006-07 16 16 5 019 640 
2007-08 18 18 5 392 720 
2008-09 18 18 6 200* 720 

* As the last performance of the District Cantonese Opera Parade 2008-09 will be held in mid-March, the 
attendance number is an estimate. 

 
School Arts Animateur Scheme 

This Scheme provides platform for local professional performing arts groups experienced in arts 
education to implement arts educational projects at schools.  Activities include introductory 
performances, workshop series lasting for a few months to the whole academic year and student 
finale performances/exhibitions. 

School 
Year 

No. of Groups / 
Projects No. of Activities Attendance Budget 

($’000) 

2004/05 6 203 44 800 3,899 
2005/06 8 218 40 937  4,089 
2006/07 9 237 45 407 4,349 
2007/08 8 252 58 398 3,133 
2008/09 12 276 55 000* 3,740 

Remarks : Reduction in expenditure in 2007/08 and 2008/09 was due to the major companies’ 
participation in LCSD’s audience building schemes as contribution under HAB’s consolidated 
grants with programme costs shouldered by themselves. 

* As the 2008/09 school year will be completed in July 2009, the attendance number is an estimate. 



  

School Culture Day Scheme 
This Scheme encourages schools to arrange their students to visit LCSD’s performing arts 
venues, museums and public libraries during school days to take part in cultural 
programmes specially designed for them. 

No. of Performances/ Activities 
Performing Arts School 

Year No. of 
Groups 

No. of 
Performances/

Activities 

Museums Libraries
Total Attendance 

2004/05 46 195 535 79 104 761 
2005/06 39 183 474 79 109 206 
2006/07 34 218 423 81 116 911 
2007/08 37 249 376 68 122 720 
2008/09 28 189 348 82 95 367* 

Remarks 1:  The activities of the School Culture Day Scheme are provided by various units of LCSD’s 
Cultural Services Branch with costs absorbed in their regular operational budgets. 

2: The reduction in number and attendance of performing arts programmes in 2008/09 school 
year is due to realignment of the Scheme to focus on P. 1 to F. 3 students to tie in with the 
launching of the Experience the Arts Scheme for Senior Secondary Students. 

* As the 2008/09 school year will be completed in July 2009, the attendance number is an estimate. 

 
Experience the Arts Scheme for Senior Secondary Students  
(piloted in 2007/08 and 2008/09) 

This Scheme offers a spectrum of tailor-made performing arts programmes with added 
interactive and educational elements for senior secondary students.   

School 
Year 

No. of Groups/ 
Programmes 

No. of 
Activities Attendance 

Budget 
($’000) 

2007/08    3 Note 1 12 355 - Note 1 
2008/09 12 Note 2 54 8 631 1,060 Note 2 

Note 1: The programmes of 2007/08 were contributed by three major arts groups which shouldered the 
programme costs themselves. 

Note 2: Apart from specially tailored programmes, the 2008/09 Scheme includes programmes linked with 
regular cultural presentations and programmes contributed by major arts groups which shouldered 
the programme costs themselves. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB241 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0160 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (5) Public Libraries 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question : 

Regarding the library services provided by the Administration, please provide the following 
information: 

In the past five years, i.e. from 2004 to 2008, how many library extension activities have been 
held by the Administration?  Please list by programme type (e.g. exhibition, education, etc.) the 
number, date, number of participating groups and average attendance of the programmes 
organised each year, as well as the expenditure involved. 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 

The total number of library extension activities programmes organised by the Leisure and 
Cultural Services Department in the last five financial years, attendance, average attendance and 
the expenditure involved are as follows – 

 Programme 

(a) No. of events 
(b) Attendance 
(c) Average 
attendance 

2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09* 

Exhibitions (a) 3 242 3 395 3 561 3 705 3 587 
 (b) 16 700 900 16 803 400 16 666 000 16 484 500 14 744 200 
 (c) 5 151 4 949 4 680 4 449 4 110 

Storytelling  (a) 2 616 2 641 2 828 2 769 2 544 

for children (b) 55 040 54 340 58 280 55 410 51 980 

 (c) 21 21 21 20 20 

Subject talks (a) 633 698 725 811 785 

 (b) 31 650 33 500 30 200 30 220 30 940 

 (c) 50 48 42 37 39 
Reading 
programme (a) 3 759 4 067 4 173 4 099 3 863 

and reading clubs (b) 83 420 107 390 132 210 149 110 141 230 

 (c) 22 26 32 36 37 

User education (a) 7 199 7 605 7 344 6 462 5 624 

sessions (b) 91 750 85 670 85 130 74 400 69 770 

 (c) 13 11 12 12 12 



  

 

Programme 

(a) No. of events 
(b) Attendance 

(c) Average 
attendance 

2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09* 

Other  (a) 319 269 303 316 443 

territory-wide  (b) 385 300 123 500 390 900 119 800 421 100 

activities (c) 1 208 459 1 290 379 951 

Total for  (a) 17 768 18 675 18 934 18 162 16 846 

the year (b) 17 348 060 17 207 800 17 362 720 16 913 440 15 459 220 

 (c) 976 921 917 931 918 

Expenditure  $7.40 
million $6.38 million $7.25 

million $7.39 million $6.94 million

* Up to end January 2009 – a total of ten months 
 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Date 18 March 2009 
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0161 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (5) Public Libraries 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 

Regarding the library services provided by the Administration, please provide the following 
information: 

In the past five years, i.e. from 2004 to 2008, how many literary arts promotion activities have 
been held by the Administration?  Please list by programme type (e.g. exhibition, talk, etc.) the 
number, date, and average attendance of the programmes organised each year, as well as the 
expenditure involved. 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 

The total number of library activities organised by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department 
in the last five financial years for promotion of literary arts, attendance, average attendance and 
the expenditure involved are as follows – 

Programme 

(a) No. of 
events 
(b) Attendance 
(c) Average 
attendance 

2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09* 

Exhibition (a) 13 12 19 22 21 
  (b) 67 000 69 000 148 700 144 900 136 600 
 (c) 5 154 5 750 7 826 6 586 6 505 
Talk &  (a) 223 236 227 236 193 
Workshop (b) 12 290 14 110 14 360 12 080 11 990 
 (c) 55 60 63 51 62 
Awards &  (a) 28 26 29 41 37 
Competition (b) 31 060 30 050 97 190 87 480 156 780 
 (c) 1 109 1 156 3 351 2 134 4 237 
Hong Kong  (a) 75 － 72 － 81 
Literature  (b) 213 000 － 224 600 － 302 900 
Festival# (c) 2 840 － 3 119 － 3 740 
Total for the (a) 339 274 347 299 332 
year (b) 323 350 113 160 484 850 244 460 608 270 
 (c) 954 413 1 397 818 1 832 
Expenditure  $2.50 million $1.48 million $2.53 million $1.54 million $2.61 million

* Up to end January 2009 – a total of ten months 
# Biennial event 
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  Question Serial No.

0162 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (5) Public Libraries 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question : 
 
Regarding the library services provided by the Administration, please provide the 
following information: 
In the past five years, i.e. from 2004 to 2008, what was the total amount of publicity 
expenses incurred in library extension and literary arts promotion?  Please list by 
publicity means (e.g. pamphlet, leaflet, television commercial, etc.) the quantity, name of 
production team and publicity period of each type of printed materials, as well as the 
expenditure involved in each publicity drive. 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 
 
The total amount of publicity expenses incurred in the promotion of library services and 
extension activities programmes inclusive of that on literary arts in the last five financial 
years are as follows -  
 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09* 
 $ million $ million $ million $ million $ million 
General publicity 
by advertising 
means 

1.19 1.21 1.27 1.15 1.28 

General publicity 
by printed matter 1.68 1.94 1.82 1.65 1.19 

Total for the year 2.87 3.15 3.09 2.80 2.47  
* Up to Jan 2009 - a total of ten months 

 
Publicity for the promotion of library services and extension activities programmes 
inclusive of that for literary arts is very often bundled in order to achieve maximum 
impact.  There is no cost breakdown for individual activities as they are featured in 
composite advertisements or printed materials.  Production of these materials is done 
both in-house and by commercial vendors.  
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0163 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question : 
Regarding the Administration’s work on the promotion of performing arts in the past five 
years, i.e. from 2004 to 2008, please provide the following information:  
What were the quantities of various types of publicity materials printed and the respective 
expenditures involved? 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai  
 
Reply : 
The publicity materials printed for promoting the performing arts activities organised by 
the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) can broadly be  categorised into 
three main types, namely poster, leaflet and booklet.  The breakdown on the types of 
printed materials with quantity and expenditure for the past five years are listed in the 
Annex.  Apart from printed materials, the Department also uses its website to promote 
the activities. 
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Annex to Reply Serial No. HAB244 

 

Quantity and Expenditure on Publicity Materials of LCSD Performing Arts Programmes (2004-05 to 2008-09) 
 

2004-05  2005-06  2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 (estimate) 
Publicity 
Materials Quantity 

('000) 
Amount 

($ million) 
Quantity 

('000) 
Amount 

($ million)
Quantity 

('000) 
Amount 

($ million) 
Quantity 

('000) 
Amount

($ million)
Quantity 

('000) 
Amount 

($ million) 

Poster 240 1.45  231 1.34 240 1.62  226 1.53 227 1.53 

Leaflet  10 210 2.66  9 245 3.12 9 689 3.23  9 200 3.17 8 709 3.13 

Booklet 191 0.53  244 0.68 280 0.86  313 0.87 327 0.67 

Total 10 641 4.64  9 720 5.14 10 209 5.71  9 739 5.57 9 263 5.33 

 

  
Quantity 

('000) 
Amount 

($ million) 

Average in 5 years from 2004-05 to 2008-09 9 914 5.28 
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0164 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question : 

Regarding the Administration’s work on the promotion of performing arts in the past five years, i.e. 
from 2004 to 2008, please provide: 

A breakdown of the advertisements placed by the Administration in newspapers and on radio and 
television specifying the timing of placement of advertisement, the names of the media concerned 
and the expenses incurred in placing each advertisement. 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 

When placing advertisements on the media, the Department will consider which media will achieve 
the highest effectiveness in reaching out to target recipients taking into account the nature of 
individual programmes as well as the advertising and programme budget.  The four main types of 
media used are newspapers, magazines, electronic media and outdoor media.  Newspapers include 
all major newspapers such as Ming Pao Daily, Apple Daily, Oriental Daily, Sing Tao Daily, Ta Kung 
Pao, South China Morning Post and free newspapers.  Magazines include Artmap, Artslink, City 
Entertainment, Ming Pao Weekly, Next Magazine and Milk.   Electronic media include television, 
radio and internet media.  Outdoor media include MTR, RoadShow, bus body side panels and bus 
shelter poster.  The breakdown of expenditure for each category in the past five years from 2004-05 
to 2008-09 is as follows - 

 
 
Category 

 
2004-05 
$ million 

 
2005-06
$ million

 
2006-07
$ million

 
2007-08
$ million

2008-09 
(1 April to 31 December 2008, 

i.e. 9 months) 
$ million 

1. Newspapers 5.58 5.04 5.20 5.26 4.62 
2. Magazines 2.24 2.16 2.43 2.47 2.15 
3. Electronic Media 2.12 1.91 1.67 2.08 0.69 
4. Outdoor Media 4.58 4.57 4.55 4.27 3.28 
Total expenditure 14.52 13.68 13.85 14.08 10.74 
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0165 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the Administration’s work on the promotion of arts to the community, please 
provide the following information: 
What is the major work of the Art Promotion Office under the Administration?  Please 
list its current number of staff and their duties. And what are the respective expenditures 
of the Office on administration, subvention, and promotion and education in 2009-10?  
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 
The Art Promotion Office is a unit of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department 
responsible for promoting visual arts to the community through a wide range of 
programmes and strategic partnership with different sectors.  It also manages the Hong 
Kong Visual Arts Centre which consists of nine art studios, one lecture theatre, one 
exhibition hall and one multi-purpose room, all equipped with professional facilities and 
are open to the public for hiring.  Professional training courses on visual arts are 
organised regularly at the Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre.  There are 22 staff members 
in the Art Promotion Office headed by a curator, who are tasked to organise programmes 
and manage the Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre.  The estimated budget of the office for 
2009-10 is $15.11 million, of which $4.21 million is earmarked for education and 
promotion of public art activities, $5.6 million for staff salaries, and $5.3 million for the 
operation of the Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre and other administration expenses.  The 
Office does not provide subvention.    
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB247 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0166 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 

Regarding the Administration’s work on the promotion of arts to the community, please provide 
the following information: 

In the past five years, i.e. from 2004 to 2008, how many artists and arts groups has the Art 
Promotion Office collaborated with?  Please list the name, presentation time, number of 
artworks displayed and expenditure involved in respect of each related scheme. 

 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 

The Art Promotion Office has collaborated with 548 artists and 11 arts groups for organising 
visual arts projects from 2004 to 2008.  Details of the projects are as follows - 

 

Name of project Presentation time 
No of 

artworks 
displayed 

Expenditure
$’000 

A Prelude to the Olympics 2004: 
Exhibition of the Sport and Art 
Contest 

7 to 20 September 2004 15 80

Gallery Ferry 12 July 2003 to 11 January 2004 43 326

Artists in the Neighbourhood 
Scheme II 

3 January to 29 February 2004 
14 April to 16 May 2004 
12 June 2004 to 2 January 2005 
29 June to 10 July 2005 

167 862

Camera Yuen Long: Art-in-
Subways Project 21 to 31 May 2005 72 156

Lantern Painting Activity at the 
West Kowloon Waterfront 
Promenade 

Since 30 October 2005 70 174



  

Name of project Presentation time 
No of 

artworks 
displayed 

Expenditure
$’000 

Artists in the Neighbourhood 
Scheme III 

26 to 30 June 2005 
14 to 21 September 2005 
23 September to 29 November 
2005 
1 December 2005 to 5 April 2006 
1 to 13 May 2006 
16 to 31 May 2006 
14 to 22 June 2006 
24 June to 12 July 2006 
5 to 15 August 2006 
29 August to 10 September 2006 
23 September to 10 October 2006 
14 to 29 October 2006 
17 to 29 November 2006 
1 to 18 March 2007 
21 March to 10 April 2007 
13 to 23 April 2007 
 

333 2,277

Big happy Heart I 
1 to 13 October 2006 
28 December 2006 to 28 January 
2007 

80 

Big happy Heart II 13 to 27 January 2007 
15 to 25 February 2007 80 

377

Mobile Art Expedition 3 December 2005 to 2 June 2006 82 520

Long March Framed 20 Years of 
Videotage 12, 19 and 26 August 2006 24 Nil

Artist in Residence Programme: 
Traces of Tranquility- The 
Calligraphy of Fung Yat-fung 

15 to 25 September 2006 27 50

The Hong Kong Visual Arts 
Society 33rd Annual Exhibition 27 October to 6 November 2006 50 Nil

Artist in Residence Programme: 
I/O FLOWS - Sound Installation 
by Cedric Maridet 

10 to 20 November 2006 1 50

Artist in Residence Programme: 
Two-in-One: Works by Luke Ching 
Chin-wai 

15 to 25 June 2007 24 50

Hong Kong Graphic Arts Fiesta 
2007: Crossing Boundaries-An 
International Print Exchange 
Exhibition 

2 to 13 November 2007 85 80

Visual Arts Thematic Exhibition 
2007 

25 October to 6 November 2007 
14 to 26 December 2007 200 Nil

Visual Arts Thematic Exhibition 
2008 

20 to 30 December 2008 105 Nil

Mobile Art Gallery 2008 14 June to 13 December 2008 21 347



  

Name of project Presentation time 
No of 

artworks 
displayed 

Expenditure
$’000 

Artists in the Neighbourhood 
Scheme IV 

24 to 30 January 2008 
7 to 19 March 2008 
28 March to 6 April 2008 
26 May to 15 June 2008 
18 June to 6 July 2008 
14 to 27 August 2008 
29 August to 9 September 2008 
7 to 31 October 2008 
6 to 16 December 2008 

235 725

2008 Olympic Sport and Art 
Contest 

1 to 25 August 2008 8 150
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB248 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0167 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 

Regarding the Administration’s work on the promotion of arts to the community, please provide 
the following information: 

In the past five years, i.e. from 2004 to 2008, how many curatorial projects have been organised 
by the Art Promotion Office?  Please list by year the number of curatorial projects organised, 
the number of participating artists, and the number of artworks displayed each year, as well as 
the expenditure involved.  
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 

The Art Promotion Office organised 17 curatorial projects in the years from 2004 to 2008.  
Statistics on the number of participating artists and artworks displayed, and the related 
expenditure are as follows - 

Year No. of 
Curatorial 

Projects 

No. of 
Participating 

Artists 

No. of 
Artworks 

Expenditure 
($’000) 

2004 3 37 192 1,100 
2005 3 75 227 1,089 
2006 4 45 307 1,379 
2007 4 113 171 949 
2008 3 53 264 1,222 

Total: 17 323 1 161 5,739 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB249 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0168 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the Administration’s work on the promotion of arts to the community, please 
provide the following information: 
How many venues are currently used by the Administration for the permanent display of 
artworks?  Please list by venues the number of artworks permanently displayed and the 
number of participating artists.  
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 
There are currently 28 venues displaying artworks permanently by the Administration.  
Details of the venues and artworks displayed are as follows: 
 

Venues used to display artworks 
permanently 

No. of 
artworks 

permanentl
y displayed 

No of 
participatin

g artists 

1. City Hall Memorial Garden  2 2 
2. Fanling Public Library 1 3 
3. Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware 165 96 
4. Hong Kong Cultural Centre Piazza  2 2 
5. Hong Kong Central Library 3 3 
6. Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre 2 2 
7. Hong Kong Heritage Museum 432 11 
8. Hong Kong International Airport (Central 
 Concourse and Gate 35) 

27 22 

9. Hong Kong International Airport 
 (Government VIP Lounge) 

15 15 

10. Hong Kong Museum of Art 436 65  
11. Hong Kong Park  4 4 
12. Ko Shan Road Park  1 1 
13. Kowloon Park  23 23 



  

Venues used to display artworks 
permanently 

No. of 
artworks 

permanentl
y displayed 

No of 
participatin

g artists 

14. Kwai Tsing Theatre 4 3 
15. Ma On Shan Public Library 1 2 
16. Outdoor Sculptures at Tsim Sha Tsui and 
 Central 

26 21 

17. Po Hong Park, Tseung Kwan O 1 
(under 

installation) 

1 

18. Salisbury Garden  5 5  
19. Sha Tin Town Hall (City Art Square) 19 19 
20. Statue Square  3 N.A. Note 
21. Town Square, Tai Po 2 2 
22. Tseng Kwan O Public Library 1 1 
23. Tsim Sha Tsui Waterfront Promenade 8 8 
24. Tsing Yi Municipal Services Building 3 4 
25. Tuen Mun Public Library 2 1 
26. Yat Tung Estate, Tung Chung 26 22 
27. Yuen Chau Tsai Park  1 1  
28. Yuen Long Theatre 1 3 

 

Note: The three artworks are the commemorative statue of Sir Thomas Jackson Bart, 
Chief Manager of the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Cooperation from 1870 
to 1902 installed in 1906, and the two fountain murals installed by Architectural 
Services Department with artists unknown. 
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0169 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 

Regarding the Administration’s work on the promotion of arts to the community, please provide 
the following information: 

In the past five years, i.e. from 2004 to 2008, how many government departments have borrowed 
artworks for display in local or overseas museums, other government agencies or public bodies?  
Please give a breakdown of the number of such loans, the venues for display and the average 
quantity of artworks on loan by government departments or agencies. 
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 

The details of the loaning of artworks from the museums of the Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department for display at other government departments from 2004 to 2008 are as follows -  

Government 
department  Venue for display 

Numb
er of 
loans

Average of the 
number of artworks 
borrowed per loan 

Chief Executive’s 
Office 

Chief Executive’s Office 
and Government House 21 14 

Chief Secretary for 
Administation’s 
Office 

Chief Secretary for 
Administation’s OfficeNote 2 9 

Chief Secretary for 
Administation’s 
Office 

Victoria HouseNote 7 9 

Chief Secretary for 
Administation’s 
Office 

Financial Secretary’s 
OfficeNote 2 3 

Chief Secretary for 
Administation’s 
Office 

Government VIP Lounge, 
Hong Kong International 
Airport 

5 24 

 
Note  By 2007, all the borrowed artworks had been returned. There is currently no collection item on 

loan for display in Chief Secretary for Administration’s Office, Victoria House and Financial 
Secretary’s Office. 
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0170 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question : 

Regarding the Administration’s work on the promotion of arts to the community, please provide 
the following information: 

In the past five years, i.e. from 2004 to 2008, how many organisations has the Art Promotion 
Office collaborated with in organising “public art programmes”?  Please list the name of each 
programme, the number of participating artists, the venues for display, the number of artworks 
on display, the duration of display, as well as the expenditures involved.      
 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 

From 2004 to 2008, the Art Promotion Office had collaborated with 18 organisations for 
organising public art projects.  Details of the projects are as follows -  

Names of public 
art projects 

Number 
of 

particip
a- ting 
artists

Venue for display 

Number 
of 

artworks 
displaye

d 

Duration of display Expenditure
($’000) 

2004 
Gallery Ferry 24 Pier 5 in Central and 3 

ferry cabins of New World 
First Ferry Services Ltd. 

43 12 July 2003 – 11 January 
2004 

326 

Artists in the  6 G/F.,Western Market 167 3 January – 29 February 2004 862 
Neighbourhood   Tsuen Wan Town Hall  11 – 29 February 2004  
Scheme II Note 1  MTR Central Station  14 April – 16 May 2004  
  Hong Kong City Hall Low 

Block 
 1 – 16 May 2004  

  MTR Central Station  12 June – 13 August 2004  
  Hong Kong Cultural Centre  1 – 14 July 2004  
  MTR Central Station  14 August – 5 October 2004  
  Hong Kong Central Library  4 – 19 September 2004  
  MTR Central Station  6 October – 3 December 2004  
  Hong Kong Visual Arts 

Centre  
 28 October – 

14 November 2004 
 

  MTR Central Station  4 December 2004 –          
2 January 2005 

 

  Hong Kong City Hall Low 
Block 

 29 June – 10 July 2005  



  

Names of public 
art projects 

Number 
of 

particip
a- ting 
artists

Venue for display 

Number 
of 

artworks 
displaye

d 

Duration of display Expenditure
($’000) 

2005 
3 Ma On Shan Public Library 1 Since 2005 Public Art 

Scheme 2 Hong Kong Cultural Centre 
(HKCC)  

1 To be installed by mid-2009 
1,290 

Lantern Painting 
Activity at West 
Kowloon 
Waterfront 
Promenade 

59 West Kowloon Waterfront 
Promenade 

70 Since 30 October 2005 174 

Artists in the 
Neighbourhood 
Scheme II 

Please refer to the Artists in the Neighbourhood Scheme II in 2004. The last exhibition of the 
series staged at Hong Kong City Hall Low Block held in June to July 2005. 

Artists in the  35 Hong Kong Central Library 333 26 – 30 June 2005 2,277 
Neighbourhood   Kwai Tsing Theatre  14 – 21 September 2005  
Scheme III Note 2  MTR Tiu Keng Leng 

Station 
 23 September –            

13 October 2005 
 

  Ko Shan Theatre  12 October –               
29 November 2005 

 

  Hong Kong Arts Centre  4 – 29 November 2005  
  KCR East Tsim Sha Tsui 

Station 
 1 December 2005 –          

31 March 2006 
 

  Hong Kong Cultural Centre  23 December 2005 –         
5 January 2006 

 

  Kwai Tsing Theatre  19 January – 5 February 2006  
  Xinhua Book City  7 February – 16 March 2006  
  Hong Kong Cultural Centre  4 – 19 March 2006  
  Yuen Long Theatre  22 March – 5 April 2006  
  Sha Tin Town Hall  1 – 13 May 2006  
  Stanley Plaza  16 – 31 May 2006  
  Hong Kong City Hall Low 

Block 
 14 – 22 June 2006  

  Yat Tung Shopping Centre  24 June – 12 July 2006  
  Hong Kong City Hall Low 

Block  
 5 – 15 August 2006  

  Lung Cheung Mall  29 August –               
10 September 2006 

 

  Hong Kong Arts Centre  23 Septebmer –             
10 October 2006 

 

  Hong Kong Central Library  14 – 29 October 2006  
  Hong Kong Central Library  17 – 29 November 2006  
  Hong Kong Visual Arts 

Centre 
 1 – 18 March 2007  

  Yuen Long Theatre  21 March – 2 April 2007  
  Hong Kong City Hall Low 

Block 
 3 – 10 April 2007  

  Tsuen Wan Town Hall  13 – 23 April 2007  
  Tsuen Wan Plaza 

 
 

 13 – 23 April 2007  



  

Names of public 
art projects 

Number 
of 

particip
a- ting 
artists

Venue for display 

Number 
of 

artworks 
displaye

d 

Duration of display Expenditure
($’000) 

2006 
New Face 
Heritage – 
Installation of 
Public Artworks at 
Yat Tung Estate, 
Tung Chung, Stage 
II 

14 Yat Tung Estate, Tung 
Chung 

10 Since 11 November 2006 309 

Mobile Art 
Expedition 

35 9 bus-bodies of Citybus 
Ltd. and New World First 
Bus Services  Ltd. 

82 3 December 2005 –          
2 June 2006 

520 

Artists in the 
Neighbourhood 
Scheme III 

Please refer to Artists in the Neighbourhood Scheme III in 2005.  There were 13 exhibitions 
organised under this scheme in 2006. 

2007 
Artists in the 
Neighbourhood 
Scheme III 

Please refer to Artists in the Neighbourhood Scheme III in 2005. There were five exhibitions 
organised under this scheme in 2007. 

2008 
Mobile Art 
Gallery 2008 

21 21 bus-bodies and bus 
stops of Citybus Ltd. and 
New World First Bus 
Services  Ltd.  

21 14 June – 13 December 2008 347 

1 Ko Shan Road Park, 1 Since December 2008 
1 Po Hong Park 1 To be installed by mid-2009 

Public Art 
Scheme 

2 HK Heritage Discovery 
Centre 

2 To be installed by mid-2009 

1,149 

Camera Yuen 
Long: Art-in-
Subways Project  

9 6 subways 
(NS203,NS224,NS184,NS
209,NS210,NS211) along 
the Yuen Long Highway 
between Tin Shui Wai and 
Shap Pat Heung 
interchange  

72 Since January 2008 156 

26 Hong Kong City Hall Low 
Block  

235 24 – 30 January 2008 725 

 Hong Kong City Hall Low 
Block 

 7 – 19 March 2008  

 L3 Crystal Atrium, 
Metroplaza 

 28 March – 6 April 2008  

 MTR Sheung Shui Station  26 May – 15 June 2008  
 MTR Yau Tong Station  18 June – 6 July 2008  
 Tsuen Wan Town Hall   14 – 27 August 2008  
 Tin Ping Shopping Centre  29 August – 9 September 2008  
 Grand Century Place  7 – 31 October 2008  

Artists in the 
Neighbourhood 
Scheme IV 

 Hong Kong Central Library  6 – 16 December 2008  

Note 1:  The duration of display of the Artists in the Neighbourhood Scheme II exhibition series was from 
Janaury 2004 to July 2005 spanning across two years. 

Note 2: The duration of display of the Artists in the Neighbourhood Scheme III exhibitions series was from 
June 2005 to April 2007 spanning across two years. 
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  Question Serial No.

1481 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the work of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department in promoting local 
soccer activities, please provide the following information: 
(a)  in the past two years, i.e. from 2007-08 to 2008-09, the amount of funding provided 

by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department each year in promoting soccer 
activities and the details of the work involved; 

(b)  the estimated expenditure budgeted for in 2009 on the promotion of local soccer 
activities and the relevant work plans; and    

(c)  in the past two years, i.e. from 2007-08 to 2008-09, has the Department assisted the 
Hong Kong Youth Football Team in participating in regional and world 
competitions (including the National Games and other international sporting events)?  
If yes, what were the details and expenditure involved?  If no, what were the 
reasons? 

 
Asked by : Hon. KAM Nai-wai 
 
Reply : 
 
(a) 
& 
(b) 

To enhance public interest in soccer, the Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department (LCSD) organises training classes, recreational activities and 
competitions every year.  The details of the activities organised in 2007-08 and 
2008-09, and the estimated number of activities to be organised in 2009-10 at 
the district level are as follows - 

 
Year No. of Programmes No. of Participants Expenditure($ 

million) 

2007-08 109 16 548 2.03 

2008-09 101 15 248 1.03 

2009-10 
(Estimate) 

107 15 200 1.03 



  

*The higher than average expenditure in 2007-08 was due to the organisation of a special “Joga 3 
soccer” activity in that year.   

Other than these programmes, the Department also provides subvention to the Hong 
Kong Football Association (HKFA) to cover their personnel, office and programme 
expenses under the Sports Subvention Scheme.  The programme expenses include 
participation in international sports events, squad trainings, training of officials, 
attendance at overseas meetings, and organisation of School Sports Programmes, 
local competitions and training programmes.  The training programmes include 
“Youth Football Development Programme”, “Primary and Young Athletes Football 
Training Scheme” and “District Youth Football Teams Training Scheme”.   
The number of subvented programmes organised in 2007-08 and 2008-09, and the 
estimated number of subvented programmes to be organised in 2009-10,  with the 
number of participants and expenditure incurred are as follows - 

 
Year No. of Programmes No. of Participants Expenditure ($ million) 

2007-08 2 151 54 345 7.05 

2008-09 2 083 54 200 7.31 

2009-10 
(Estimate) 

2 117 53 765 7.51 

 
LCSD and HKFA also co-organised the 2nd and 3rd Guangzhou / Hong Kong / 
Macau Youth Football Exchange Programme for Hong Kong Youth Football 
Teams in 2007 and 2008.  The expenditure incurred amounted to $54,266 and 
$60,897 respectively. 

 
(c) 
 

n 2007-08 and 2008-09, the Department also provided subvention of about $460,000 
ach year for Hong Kong National and Youth Football Teams to participate in the 
llowing overseas international events -  

 

Name of Competition 
 

Date Venue No. of Squad 
Members / Age 

2008 AFC U16 
Championship – 
Qualification 
Competition 
 

Oct – Nov 
2007 

Indonesia 18  / 
Aged under 16 

2008 Olympic Games 
Qualifying Round 
 

Apr – Jun 
2007 

Hong Kong, 
Japan, 

Malaysia, 
Syria 

 

18 / 
Aged under 23 

2008 Beijing Hong 
Kong Inter-City Ladies 
Football Tournament 

May 2008 Suzhou 18 / 
Aged under 23 

 



  

In addition, funding support of $170,349 was granted from the Arts and Sport 
Development Fund for the Hong Kong Youth Football Teams to participate in the 
following regional and international competitions in 2007 - 

 

Name of the Event Date Venue No. of Squad 
Members / 

Age 

The 6th National 
Intercity Games - 
Men’s Football 
(Preliminary Round) 

15 - 23 
April 2007 

Wuhan, Hubei 
Province 

18 / 
Aged 15-16 

The 6th National 
Intercity Games - 
Women’s Football 
(Preliminary Round) 

23 May – 
6 Jun 2007 

Yangzhou, 
Jiangsu 

Province 

18 / 
Aged 18 and 

above 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB253 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0214 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
What are the details of the regular tree inspections conducted by the Administration every 
year?  What were the manpower arrangements for regular inspection of trees in the 
territory in the past five years?  What were the average numbers of trees inspected and 
inspections conducted by each staff in a year?  What were the annual expenditures 
involved in such inspections?  
 
Asked by : Hon. LEE Wing-tat 
 
Reply : 
The Department manages over 760 000 trees.  For trees planted within our own venues 
(e.g. parks and playgrounds), they are inspected by our venue staff every day.  Those 
along roadsides are inspected by our tree team at least once a year.  For old and valuable 
trees, they are inspected at least twice a year.  The scope of inspection includes visual 
assessment to check the overall health of the trees, and using special equipment like 
tomograph and resistograph devices to check their structural stability where needed.  
Trees that require special attention are inspected more often depending on need.  
Appropriate tree care measures are taken based on the inspection results.  There are 112 
tree team members and the annual staff cost is about $16 million.  As for venue staff, 
tree inspection is part of their job among other venue management duties and there is no 
breakdown of expenditure for their tree inspection work.  
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0215 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Under what circumstances does the Administration decide to prune a tree?  Please list 
the average number of pruning to each tree in the past five years and the annual 
expenditures so incurred. 
 
Asked by : Hon. LEE Wing-tat  
 
Reply : 
The purpose of pruning is to remove unwanted tree branches for reducing risk, 
eliminating inconvenience to the public, maintaining tree health and structure as well as 
improving tree appearance.  In the past five years, an average of 156 000 trees were 
pruned each year.  Most of the work was carried out by the Department’s tree team 
staff.  The Department does not have a budget breakdown for the expenditure on tree 
pruning which forms part of the Department’s regular horticultural work. 
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0216 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
What is the total number of tree-pruning contracts that have been outsourced and how 
many horticultural contractors are employed by the Administration?  Please give a 
breakdown of the numbers of the horticultural contractors for the existing outsourced 
contracts and contractual services by areas (e.g. public housing areas, slopes, etc.).  Has 
the Administration provided any guidelines on tree pruning for the contractors?  If yes, 
please provide the details.  If no, how does the Administration ensure that the trees are 
properly pruned? 
 
Asked by : Hon. LEE Wing-tat 
 
Reply : 
At present, the Leisure and Cultural Services Department operates 14 horticultural 
contracts to provide horticultural maintenance services for areas looked after by the 
Department throughout the territory.  The contracts are awarded to six contractors.  
The Department has provided guidelines on tree pruning to them for compliance. 
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0217 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the regular inspections of the trees listed on the Register of Old and Valuable 
Trees conducted by the Administration, please provide details of the following: 
(a) What are the details of the thorough inspections of the trees listed on the Register?  
In addition, please list the names of the equipment and apparatus used for inspecting the 
condition of trees.  In the past five years, i.e. from 2004-05 to 2008-09, what were the 
respective manpower arrangements for regular inspections of the trees listed on the 
Register?  What was the annual expenditure involved in each of the past five years? 
(b) What caring methods are used if trees are found being affected by pests and diseases?  
Please list the caring methods that have been used by the Administration and provide the 
relevant details.  What were the respective amounts involved in treating the trees 
affected by pests and diseases in each of the past five years?  What were the amounts? 
 

Asked by : Hon. LEE Wing-tat 
 
Reply : 
Each old and valuable Tree (OVT) is inspected in detail at least twice a year.  OVTs 
that require special attention are inspected more often depending on need. The scope of 
the inspection includes visual inspection to assess the overall health condition and 
structural safety of the tree, and conduct of resistography and tomography work as 
necessary to assess the internal tree structure.  Other than resistograph and tomograph 
devices, increment tree borers and mallets are also used.  Appropriate tree care 
measures are taken based on the inspection results.  Most of the inspection work to the 
OVTs was carried out by the 112 tree team members and 57 venue staff of the 
Department. The 57 venue staff will conduct regular visual checks on the OVTs and 
report irregularities if found for further follow up by the tree teams.  The annual staff 
cost for the 112 tree team members is about $16 million.  As for venue staff, tree 
inspection is part of their job among other operational duties and there is no breakdown 
of expenditure for their tree inspection work.  



  

When trees are infested by pests and diseases, appropriate fungicide and pesticide will be 
applied to control the pathogenic invasion.  The annual cost for purchasing horticultural 
chemicals is around $0.4 million. 
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0218 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the measures taken by the Administration to maintain the plants in public 
parks and amenity areas, please provide: 
the number of discussions held between the Administration and the local tree expert 
group since its establishment last year.  Please list the dates of all the meetings and the 
items for discussion at each meeting. 
 
Asked by : Hon. LEE Wing-tat  
 
Reply : 
The Expert Group on Preservation of Old and Valuable Trees was established in 2007.  
Since then, eight meetings have been convened on 20 September 2007, 18 October 2007, 
25 January 2008, 3 July 2008, 28 August 2008, 17 September 2008, 2 October 2008 and 
20 January 2009 respectively.  The items discussed were mainly measures to safeguard 
the well being of old and valuable trees as well as public safety.  In-between meetings, 
advice of the members is also sought and site meetings are held on ad hoc basis.  
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0219 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding measures taken by the Administration to maintain the plants in public parks 
and amenity areas, please provide the following information:  
(a)  In the past five years, i.e. from 2004-05 to 2008-09, how many times did the 

Administration consult overseas experts on tree caring?  Please list the dates and 
details of each consultation; 

(b)  Has the Administration consulted local or overseas experts on the tree pruning 
methods?  Please list by dates the organisations consulted and details of the 
consultations; 

(c)  Moreover, has the Administration learnt from the experts that some of its pruning 
methods (e.g. topping) have already been prohibited by other countries?  If so, 
why has the Administration not yet reviewed the existing guidelines on tree pruning 
to prevent trees from being jeopardised by inappropriate pruning methods?  If no, 
will the Administration take heed of the experts’ advice in this matter in the future?  
Please provide the relevant details. 

 

Asked by : Hon. LEE Wing-tat  
 

Reply : 
The Department maintains networks with overseas tree experts for the purpose of keeping 
the staff responsible for horticultural management up-to-date on knowledge and 
technology in tree maintenance.  In the past five years, the Department has been 
communicating with overseas tree experts.  The exchanges focus on tree biology, root 
physiology, pathogenic identification and control treatment, and biotic and abiotic tree 
disorders.  The Department has issued tree pruning guidelines to operational staff for 
reference and compliance to ensure that the trees are properly pruned.  These guidelines 
have taken into account the experiences and knowledge we have gathered through our 
exchanges with local and overseas tree experts. 
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0220 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the measures taken by the Administration to maintain the plants in public 
parks and amenity areas, please provide the following information: 

(a)  In the past five years, what were the respective numbers of enquiry and 
complaint cases about trees received by the Administration each year?  Please 
provide a breakdown of the enquiry and complaint cases received each year.  
Among these cases, how many of them involved trees on the Register of Old and 
Valuable Trees? 

(b) How many of the above cases required follow-up action?  Please provide a 
breakdown of the cases that were followed up in each year.  Among them, how 
many cases have ended follow-up action?  How many cases are still to be 
followed up? 

(c) How many trees have been felled and removed as a result of the above cases?  
Please provide a breakdown of the dates when complaints were received by the 
Administration, the details of the follow-up action and the dates and reasons of 
felling the trees in the past five years. 

 
Asked by : Hon. LEE Wing-tat 
 
Reply : 

(a) The numbers of enquiries and complaints related to trees received by the Leisure 
and Cultural Services Department in the past five years are: 334 in 2004, 1 659 
in 2005, 2 641 in 2006, 554 in 2007 and 936 in 2008.  Among them, 12 cases 
related to old and valuable trees.   

(b) The enquiries and complaints requiring action have all been followed up with the 
necessary action completed. 

 
(c) A total of 184 trees have been removed as a result.  The breakdown is: six in 

2004, 26 in 2005, 43 in 2006, 36 in 2007 and 73 in 2008.  These trees were 



  

felled as they were posing an immediate danger to the public and there was no 
feasible method to save them. 
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  Question Serial No.

0221 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the measures taken by the Administration to maintain the plants in public 
parks and amenity areas, please provide the following information:  

(a) In the past five years, i.e. from 2004-05 to 2008-09, what was the annual 
expenditure incurred by the Administration in the provision of training on tree 
care?  What was the number of staff provided with training in each of these five 
years? 

(b) How many supervisory staff are there in the tree teams under the Administration?  
Have all these staff attended training courses on arboriculture provided by 
overseas experts?  In the past five years, what was the annual expenditure 
incurred in the provision of the relevant training courses?  In the past five years, 
what were the respective numbers of staff who had been sent overseas to attend 
training courses on arboriculture and obtained the relevant qualifications?  
What were the respective expenditures involved? 

 
Asked by : Hon. LEE Wing-tat 
 
Reply : 

(a) The annual expenditure incurred in the provision of tree care training and the 
number of trainees who received such training over the past five years are set out 
in the table below - 

 

Year 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 

Total Trainee Number : 222 247 258 270 281 

Annual Expenditure ($) : 318,000 841,000 675,000 934,000 795,000 

 
 

 



  

(b) At present, there are 19 supervisory staff in the tree teams.  Among the 19 staff, 
13 have received training on arboriculture provided by overseas experts.  The 
rest are newly posted to the tree teams.  They have received in-house 
arboriculture and horticulture training, and will undertake training by overseas 
experts in 2009.  The annual expenditure incurred in the provision of the related 
training by overseas experts over the past five years is as follows - 

 

Year 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 

Annual Expenditure 
($) : 0 400,000 140,000 284,000 410,000 

(Note: Due to SARS in 2003, overseas experts did not come to HK in 2004-05 to conduct 
arboriculture training.) 

 
 Regarding overseas training on arboriculture, the annual expenditure and number of 

trainees involved are set out in the table below - 
 

Year 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 

Overseas 
Programmes  

Trainee Number : 
4 0 4 3 2 

Annual Expenditure 
($) : 310,000 0 379,000 479,000 285,000 

(Note: Overseas training in 2005-06 was focused on horticulture.) 
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  Question Serial No.

0223 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the measures taken by the Administration on heritage preservation, please 
provide the following information:  
In the past five years, i.e. from 2004-05 to 2008-09, how many artefacts have been 
conserved by the Administration?  Please give a breakdown of the number of artefacts 
conserved each year and the amount of expenses incurred in their conservation each year 
by the eight specialised units of the Central Conservation Section.  Moreover, will the 
treated artefacts be kept in repositories or displayed?  Please give a breakdown of the 
number of those treated artefacts by the eight specialised units and the number of times  
(five times or below, 6 to 19 times, and 20 times or more) that these artefacts have been 
displayed. 
 
Asked by : Hon. LEE Wing-tat 
 
Reply : 
Since the Hong Kong Film Archive is also designated as a museum facility, the number 
of specialised units of the Central Conservation Section has increased from eight to nine.  
The total number of artefacts conserved and treated in the last five financial years are 5 
139, as follows – 

 

  Paintings 
Photographs 

& Prints 
Historical 
Documents 

Textiles &
Natural 
History 
Specimens

Organic 

Materials

Ceramics 
& 
Sculptures

Metals 

Archaeological 
Finds &
Heritage 
Objects 

Film 
Materials Total 

2004-05 416 368 396 28 336 97 290 28 92 2 051

2005-06 204 561 50 8 58 65 89 6 121 1 162

2006-07 90 31 108 28 38 72 69 2 211 649

2007-08 48 48 237 39 102 34 68 87 117 780

2008-09 * 32 27 24 45 116 30 93 102 28 497

Sub-total 790 1 035 815 148 650 298 609 225 569 5 139

* As at 31 Jan 2009      



  

 
The total expenditure for maintaining a central conservation unit to provide  
conservation services to the various museums, the Hong Kong Film Archive and the 
Antiquities and Monuments Office in the past five financial years is detailed below - 
 

 2004-05 
($’000) 

2005-06 
($’000) 

2006-07 
($’000) 

2007-08 
($’000) 

2008-09* 
($’000) 

Total 
Expenditu
re 

20,564 26,941 19,787 20,776 19,923 

* Projected expenditure for 2008-09 
 
It is a general practice of museums over the world that conservation treatment of artefacts 
may be required for the purposes of display, storage or research study.  The treated 
artefacts may not be enlisted for display immediately after treatment and the same exhibit 
may not be selected for display again within a certain period of time in consideration of 
the conservation needs of the artefacts.  The breakdown on the number of artefacts 
treated for display by individual museums and the Antiquities and Monuments Office are 
listed below - 
 

  Hong Kong Museum of 
Art 

Hong Kong Museum 
of History 

Hong Kong Heritage 
Museum 

  
No. of 
Items 

Treated 

%  
Displayed

No. of 
Items 

Treated 

%  
Display

ed 

No. of 
Items 

Treated 

% 
Display

ed 
2004-05 490 83.7 443 24.1 741 51.3 
2005-06 193 84.5 184 20.1 639 16.9 
2006-07 135 87.4 166 63.3 82 76.8 
2007-08 208 85.1 182 84.1 140 85.7 
2008-09* 46 95.7 173 97.1 102 74.5 

Total 1 072 85.1  1 148 49.6 1 704 43.8 
  

  Antiquities and Monuments 
Office Hong Kong Film Archive 

  No. of Items 
Treated % Displayed No. of Items 

Treated % Displayed 

2004-05 281 98.2 92 28.3 
2005-06 19 89.4 121 34.7 
2006-07 55 98.1 211 31.3 
2007-08 133 35.3 117 41.9 
2008-09* 147 24.4 28 35.7 

Total 635 67.7  569 33.9  
    
* As at 31 Jan 2009   
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0225 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Regarding the measures taken by the Administration on heritage preservation, please provide the 
following information:  
In the past five years, i.e. from 2004-05 to 2008-09, how many education and public 
programmes have been held by the Administration?  Please list by programme type (e.g. 
seminar, workshop, etc.) the number and the average attendance of such programmes organised 
each year, as well as the expenditure involved. 
 
Asked by : Hon. LEE Wing-tat 
 
Reply : 
 
The Leisure and Cultural Services Department’s work on heritage preservation includes the 
preservation of built heritage and archaeological finds as well as antiquities and artefacts of 
museums (the former under Development Bureau while the latter under Home Affairs Bureau).  
As regards education and public programmes, about 80 000 sessions have been organised by the 
Leisure and Cultural Services Department from 2004-05 to 2008-09, as follows - 

 
  2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09^ 

No. of sessions 170 152 204 196 183 
Average attendance 105 84 48 85 78 

Lecture / seminar / 
conference / talk 

Expenditure($’000) 388 143 161 470 177 
No. of sessions 646 564 729 870 759 
Average attendance 39 47 47 26 29 

Workshop / course / 
demonstration / class / 
camp Expenditure($’000) 304 317 529 610 601 

No. of sessions 9 788 9 363 9 431 9 118 8 359 
Average attendance 33 31 27 28 30 

Guided tour / field visit / 
field trip / visit 

Expenditure($’000) 1,400 1,346 1,347 1,327 1,240 
No. of sessions 4 663 5 155 5 248 5 363 6 101 
Average attendance 29 26 45 39 21 

Film show / video show / 
slideshow / audio-visual 
programmes Expenditure($’000) 0 0 0 0 0 

No. of sessions 587 363 261 458 748 
Average attendance 7 384 * 545 591 738 179 

Miscellaneous (e.g. 
competition, School 
Culture Day, briefing 
session etc.) 

Expenditure($’000) 1,309 1,558 1,587 2,004 3,500 

 
^ Projected figure for 2008-09 
* The high average attendance was due to a range of touring exhibitions of the Hong Kong Film Archive staged at 
various venues from May to December 2004, which attracted a total attendance of about 3.8 million. 
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0226 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 

Regarding the measures taken by the Administration on heritage preservation, please provide the 
following information:  
In the past five years, i.e. from 2004-05 to 2008-09, how many publicity materials have been 
produced by the Administration?  Please list by category (e.g. theme or activity) the quantity of 
and expenditure on each type of publicity materials printed. 
 
Asked by : Hon. LEE Wing-tat 
 
Reply : 

The Leisure and Cultural Services Department’s work on heritage preservation includes the 
preservation of built heritage and archaeological finds as well as antiquities and artefacts of 
museums (the former under Development Bureau while the latter under Home Affairs Bureau).  
The publicity work in this respect is undertaken by the Antiquities and Monuments Office and 
the various museums of the Department.  Information about the publicity materials produced 
from 2004-05 to 2008-09 is detailed below - 

2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09*  
Qty 

 
(’000) 

Expend- 
iture 

($’000) 

Qty 
 

(’000)

Expend- 
iture 

($’000)

Qty 
 

(’000)

Expend- 
iture 

($’000)

Qty 
 

(’000)

Expend- 
iture 

($’000) 

Qty 
 

(’000) 

Expend- 
iture 

($’000)
Quarterly newsletters  415 839 788 1,560 494 1,296 459 1,132 531 1,487
Programme booklets 101 213 367 878 88 355 196 378 216 359
Guide books and maps 326 236 432 297 603 512 374 1,099 645 447
Pamphlets / leaflets / flyers / 
publication catalogues / 
exhibition programmes  

1 586 1,083 1 799 1,290 1 415 1,017 1 842 1,071 1 487 807

Posters 108 255 84 277 85 265 60 253 60 267
Miscellaneous (including 
postcards, application forms 
etc.) 

18 69 298 551 23 83 37 143 7 37

Total: 2 554 2,695 3 768 4,853 2 708 3,528 2 968 4,076 2 946 3,404
* Projected figure for 2008-09 
 
Apart from published publicity materials, information on the Department’s work on heritage 
preservation is also available on the website of the Department. 
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0227 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 

Regarding the measures taken by the Administration on heritage preservation, please provide the 
following information: 

In the past five years, i.e. from 2004-05 to 2008-09, has the Administration placed any 
advertisements in newspaper or on radio and television, or jointly produced any programmes 
with the radio or television stations?  Please provide a breakdown of such advertisements or 
programmes specifying the titles, the timing of placement of advertisement and of broadcast, the 
names of the media concerned, and the expenses incurred in placing each advertisement or 
broadcasting each programme. 

 

Asked by : Hon. LEE Wing-tat 

 

Reply : 
 
The Antiquities and Monuments Office and the museums of the Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department placed advertisements in a range of media in the past five financial years to publicise 
and promote activities related to built heritage conservation, archaeology, antiquities and 
artefacts.  The expenses and details of the advertisements placed during the period 2004-05 to 
2008-09 are as follows - 

 
 2004-05

$ million
2005-06
$ million

2006-07 
$ million 

2007-08 
$ million 

2008-09*
$ million

Publicity of museum artefacts related programmes 
TV 
(Including: TVB, Cable TV) 

0.21 0.52  0.59 0.80 0.60 

Radio 
(Including: Commercial Radio, Metro 
Radio) 

0.12 0.20 0.20 0.21 0.16 

Newspapers 
(Including: Apple Daily, Community Star, 
Hong Kong Commercial Daily, Hong Kong 
Daily News, Hong Kong Economic Journal, 
Hong Kong Economic Times, Metro Daily, 
Ming Pao, Ming Pao NT, Oriental Daily, 
South China Morning Post (SCMP), Sing 

2.44 2.36 2.69  3.15  1.98 



  

 2004-05
$ million

2005-06
$ million

2006-07 
$ million 

2007-08 
$ million 

2008-09*
$ million

Pao, Sing Tao Daily, Ta Kung Pao, The 
Sun, The Standard & Weekend Standard, 
Wen Wei Po, Yangcheng Evening News, 
Yomiuri Shimbun, am730, Asahi Shimbun, 
Hong Kong Post and Headline Daily) 
Publicity of built heritage and archaeology related programmes 
Newspapers 
(Including: Oriental Daily, Ming Pao, Sing 
Tao Daily, Apple Daily, Sing Pao, The Sun, 
Ta Kung Pao, Wen Wei Po, Hong Kong 
Daily News, Hong Kong Economic Times, 
Hong Kong Economic Journal and SCMP)

--- 0.09 0.01 0.09 0.26 

* Projected expenditure for 2008-09 
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0278 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 

Question : 
Regarding the measures taken by the Administration on heritage preservation, please 
provide the following information: 
What is the number of staff currently responsible for restoration work?  Please give a 
breakdown of the number of staff involved by their duties.  What were the expenditures 
involved in the past five years, i.e. from 2004-05 to 2008-09? 
 
Asked by : Hon. LEE Wing-tat 
 
Reply :   
Thirty-nine staff in the Leisure and Cultural Services Department are engaged in the 
conservation and restoration of artefacts and heritage objects kept by the museums of the 
Department.  Their duties are grouped in nine specialised disciplines based on the 
nature of the collection objects - 

 
Conservation Disciplines Number of Staff 
Paintings 4 
Prints and Photographic Materials 5 
Historical Documents and Manuscripts 3 
Textiles and Natural History Specimens 3 
Organic Materials 4 
Ceramics and Sculptures 4 
Metals 3 
Archaeological Finds and Heritage Objects 4 
Film Materials  9 

 
The expenditure on the above staff in the last five years are as follows -  

 
2004-05 Actual 

$ million 
2005-06 Actual 

$ million 
 2006-07 Actual

$ million 
2007-08 Actual 

$ million 
2008-09 Projected 

$ million 
14.619 14.572 15.050 15.580 16.321 
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1170 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural 
Services Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (5) Public Libraries 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question : 
In 2009-10, there will be a net increase of 130 posts to facilitate the extension of library 
opening hours.  What are the details of the relevant initiative?  When will it be 
implemented?  Please tabulate these posts by grade, job duties and annual expenditure 
on emoluments.  Please also indicate whether they are permanent posts or short-term 
posts. 
 
Asked by : Hon. LEUNG Mei-fun, Priscilla 
 
Reply : 

With effect from 1 April 2009, the 33 major and district public libraries will open seven 
days a week with weekly operating hours increased to 71 hours.  The Department has 
created 75 permanent posts for implementing this new arrangement, as follows - 

 

Rank of Post No. of 
Posts  Main Job Duties 

Annual 
expenditure 

on 
emoluments 

Assistant 
Clerical Officer 

58 Providing counter and other customer 
services to library users 

$10,986,360 

Assistant 
Librarian 

17 Providing advisory services to readers 
and assisting in supervising the operation 
of the libraries 

$5,963,940 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No. 
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB267 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2705 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural 
Services Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
In respect of the East Asian Games to be hosted by Hong Kong in 2009, will the 
Administration implement any “Free Admission Scheme of LCSD Leisure Facilities” by 
making reference to the one launched from July to September 2008 in response to the 
Beijing 2008 Olympic and Paralympic Games?  If so, how will the effectiveness of last 
year’s scheme (e.g. some venues were under-utilised during the scheme) be taken into 
account in assessing the scheme in 2009? 
 
Asked by : Hon. LEUNG Mei-fun, Priscilla 
 
Reply : 
The Free Admission Scheme in 2008 was to celebrate China hosting the Beijing 2008 
Olympic and Paralympic Games.  The Leisure and Cultural Services Department will 
organise a series of programmes to promote sports and the 2009 East Asian Games this 
year.  At present, it has no plan to launch another free admission scheme in 2009. 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No. 
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB268 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2706 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural 
Services Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (4) Performing Arts 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Among the 580 film programmes which the Administration is considering presenting in 
2009, how many will be films produced from the South Asian region?  Will the 
Administration consider substantially increasing the proportion of screenings of films 
from the South Asian region having regard to the gradual increase in the South Asian 
population in Hong Kong? 
 
Asked by : Hon. LEUNG Mei-fun, Priscilla 
 
Reply :  
Around 20 programmes featuring films from the South Asian region are being planned 
for 2009.  Subject to the quality and availability of suitable films, the screening of more 
South Asian films will be considered. 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB269 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

0582 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
000 Operational 
expenses   

 
Programme:  

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 

In 2009-10, the Leisure and Cultural Services Department will create 199 non-directorate posts 
and one directorate post to meet operational needs.  Please list: 

(a)  the distribution of the 199 new posts by rank, function and Programme; 

(b)  the number of staff filling the respective vacancies in 2008-09 and the total expenditure 
to be incurred by rank, function and Programme; 

(c)  the establishment and strength of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department in 2008-
09 by rank; and 

(d)  the number of non-civil service contract staff employed by the Leisure and Cultural 
Services Department in 2008-09 by rank.  

 
Asked by : Hon. LI Fung-ying 
 
Reply :  

(a)  The net increase of one directorate and 199 non-directorate posts cover the Leisure 
Services Manager, Manager (Cultural Services), Librarian, Curator, Amenities Assistant, 
Artisan, Executive Officer, Accounting Officer, Clerical Officer, Clerical Assistant and 
Workman grades.  They are to provide leisure and cultural services as well as general 
and technical support services in the Department.   

 
 The number of posts by Programmes are listed below- 

 
Programme 

 
Net increase of 

posts 
(1) Recreation and Sports 41 

(2) Horticulture and Amenities 29 

(5) Public Libraries 130 

Total: 200 

(Note – No net increase of posts for Programme (3) Heritage and Museums and (4) 
Performing Arts.)   



  

(b)  From 1 April 2008 to 1 March 2009, 537 staff have been deployed to fill the vacancies 
of the Leisure Services Manager, Manager (Cultural Services), Librarian, Curator, 
Amenities Assistant, Executive Officer, Treasury Accountant, Accounting Officer, 
Official Languages Officer, Management Services Officer, Analyst/Programmer, 
Transport Services Officer, Supplies Officer, Clerical Officer, Clerical Assistant, 
Personal Secretary, Office Assistant, Motor Driver, Artisan and Workman grades.  
They are to provide leisure and cultural services as well as general and technical 
support services in the Department.  The salary provision involved for 2008-09 was 
about $62.0 million. 

 
(c)    As at 1 March 2009, the establishment and strength of the Department were 7 763 posts 

and 7 219 staff respectively. 
 

  The 7 763 posts cover the departmental grades (comprising the Leisure Services 
Manager, Manager (Cultural Services), Librarian, Curator, Technical Officer (Cultural 
Services), Cultural Services Assistant and Amenities Assistant grades) as well as the 
general and common grades (including the Administrative Officer, Executive Officer, 
Information Officer, Analyst/Programmer, Computer Operator, Official Languages 
Officer, Calligraphist, Management Services Officer, Statistician, Statistical Officer, 
Treasury Accountant, Accounting Officer, Training Officer, Transport Services Officer, 
Special Driver, Motor Driver, Veterinary Officer, Veterinary Laboratory Technician,  
Structural Engineer, Clerk of Works, Clerical Officer, Clerical Assistant, Office 
Assistant, Personal Secretary, Supervisor of Typing Services, Typist, Confidential 
Assistant, Supplies Officer, Supplies Supervisor, Supplies Assistant, Supplies 
Attendant, Photographer, Laboratory Technician, Artisan, Workman and Property 
Attendant grades). 

 
(d) As at 1 March 2009, there were 1 227 non-civil service contract staff in the Department.  

They are to provide leisure and cultural services as well as general and technical support 
services in the Department on a full-time basis to meet service needs which are time-
limited / seasonal in nature; or which require the tapping of the latest expertise in a 
relevant field in the market; or where the mode of delivery of the service is under review 
or likely to be changed. 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB270 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1947 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (5) Public Libraries 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
As mentioned in paragraph 102 of the Budget Speech 2009-10, the Leisure and Cultural 
Services Department will increase the opening hours of public libraries by about 10 
hours to 71 hours a week.  In this connection, will the Government inform this 
Committee how many jobs will be created as a result of the above measures?  Has the 
Government considered the cost-effectiveness of the measure? 
 
Asked by : Hon. SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 
 
Reply : 
The Department has created 75 new civil service posts for the extension of opening hours 
of the 33 major and district libraries.  The needs for these additional posts have been 
critically examined and they are essential for handling the libraries’ core services with 
the implementation of the new arrangement.  Supplementary manpower for the 
provision of supporting services, such as book sorting and shelving, cleansing and 
security services, will be obtained through hire of services. 
 

 
 
 
 

Signature  

Name in block letters THOMAS CHOW 

Post Title Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Date 19 March 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB271 

 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1087 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question : 
 
Regarding “strengthen the channel for booking of sports facilities and enrollment to 
sports programmes through the enhancement to the computerised booking system” as 
mentioned in Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2009-10, will the Government 
inform this Committee: 
(a)  how the Administration will enhance the computerised booking system? What will 

be the expenditure involved in the relevant enhancement measures?  
(b)  after the enhancement, how much time is expected to be saved by members of the 

public when they book sports facilities and enroll in sports programmes through the 
website? 

(c)  after the enhancement, whether the number of times for members of the public to 
use sports facilities and enroll in sports programmes is expected to increase?  If so, 
what will be the expected increase in the number of times? 

 
Asked by : Hon. TSE Wai-chun, Paul 
 
Reply : 
In order to prepare for the enhancement of the Leisure Link Computerised Booking 
System, a study will be conducted in 2009-10 to identify the shortfalls and the areas for 
improvement.  The study will make recommendations on the improvements that should 
be considered and their estimated cost.  It will cover the booking processing time and 
the quantity of bookings the enhanced system can handle.   
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2064 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question : 

Regarding the “plan to open the new gallery ‘Jockey Club Environmental Conservation Gallery’ 
at the Hong Kong Science Museum” as mentioned in the Matters Requiring Special Attention in 
2009-10, will the Government inform this Committee: 

(a) What environmental-related purpose(s) will the Gallery serve?  What is the expenditure 
required for the whole project? 

(b) What is the estimated number of visitors each year?  If the number of visitors does not meet 
the expected target, what measures will be taken to improve the situation? 

 
Asked by : Hon. TSE Wai-chun, Paul 
 
Reply : 

(a) The Jockey Club Environmental Conservation Gallery serves to provide education on 
environmental protection to the public.  The exhibitions at the Gallery will aim at 
communicating the importance of environmental conservation to the community, promoting 
a better understanding of the global environment and the delicate balance between nature and 
human, fostering a holistic view of environmental conservation using Hong Kong as an 
example, and advocating an environmental friendly lifestyle to the public.  The estimated 
cost for setting up the Gallery is $15 million, to be funded by the Hong Kong Jockey Club 
Charities Trust. 

 
(b) The Gallery is part of the permanent display of the Hong Kong Science Museum and can be 

viewed by all visitors to the Museum without extra charge.  The number of visitors to the 
Museum is expected to be around 800 000 per annum.  The Department will arrange 
appropriate publicity to promote the Gallery and other exhibits to the public and schools.  
Special thematic exhibitions will also be organised from time to time to boost the attendance 
of the Museum. 
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

2916 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
The Leisure and Cultural Services Department was responsible for organising the 
Olympic Torch Relay in 2008.  Will the Administration inform this Committee of the 
total amount of public money spent on this aspect of work?  Had any estimate been 
made before the programme was held?  If yes, did the programme overrun the estimate?  
If it did, what were the reasons? 
 
Asked by : Hon. WONG Yuk-man 
 
Reply : 
The total expenditure for the Olympic Torch Relay and related activities was 
$18.56 million.  It was within the estimated budget of $22 million for the Torch Relay 
under the commitment of $150 million for the promotion of Olympism as approved by 
the Finance Committee in December 2007.   
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1633 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
Will resources be earmarked by the Administration in 2009-10 for offering the public 
free admission and free use of the sports venues under its management during the staging 
of the East Asian Games?  If yes, what are the details?  If no, what are the reasons? 
 
Asked by : Hon. WONG Yung-kan 
 
Reply : 
The Free Admission Scheme in 2008 was to celebrate China hosting the Beijing 2008 
Olympic and Paralympic Games.  The Leisure and Cultural Services Department will 
organise a series of programmes to promote sports and the 2009 East Asian Games and, 
at present, has no plan to launch another free admission scheme in 2009.  
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1634 Head: 95 – Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department 

Subhead (No. & title): 
 

 
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports 

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question : 
What measures are in place to enhance utilisation of existing sports facilities, especially 
during non-peak hours? 
 
Asked by : Hon. WONG Yung-kan 
 
Reply : 
To promote utilisation of its sports facilities particularly during non-peak hours, the 
Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) will continue to encourage schools, 
subvented non-government organisations, national sports associations and district sports 
associations to use specific sports facilities free of charge during non-peak hours (i.e 
from opening time to 5 p.m. on weekdays between September and June in the following 
year) under the Free Use Scheme.  LCSD will continue to encourage different 
organisations such as local community groups to use its sports facilities and work in 
partnership with sports organisations to promote the use of the facilities.   
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  
  Question Serial No.

1779 Head: 170 – Social Welfare Department  
 

 
Programme: (6) Community Development 

Controlling Officer: Director of Social Welfare 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question :  
The Administration plans to reduce the number of teams of the Neighbourhood Level 
Community Development Projects (NLCDPs) to 18 in 2009-10, i.e. two teams fewer 
than that of 2007-08, while the number of residents’ contacts will be maintained at 
15 694.  Would the Administration please inform this Committee: 
 
(a) whether the reduction in the number of teams will affect the service quality in 
accordance with the actual experience in 2008-09? 
 
(b) whether the resources allocated for NLCDPs has been reduced?  If yes, what are 
the areas involved and the details? 
 
Asked by : Hon. WONG Sing-chi 
 
Reply :  
(a) & (b) The amount of resources for each NLCDP has not been reduced in 2008-09.  
The reduction in the number of NLCDPs in 2008-09 has not affected the service quality 
since all NLCDP teams are meeting the service performance level as required in the 
Funding and Service Agreement signed by the operating organisations with the Social 
Welfare Department.  Whether the number of NLCDPs will be further reduced is 
subject to any clearance plans and the population figure of individual team’s serving 
boundary. 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB277 
 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  

  Question Serial No.

2673 Head: 705 - Civil Engineering Subhead:  
(No. & title) :  
 

5258RS 
Development of a 
bathing beach at 
Lung Mei, Tai Po 

 

Programme:  

Controlling Officer: Director of Civil Engineering and Development 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

According to the Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2009-10 under this Programme, 
the Admininstration will complete the design and commence the construction of Lung 
Mei Beach at Tai Po.  Please provide the following information: 
 
(a) What is the anticipated commencement date of the works? 
 
(b) Are there any measures during construction to mitigate the environmental and 

ecological impacts? 
 
(c) As green groups are still objecting to the project, will the government listen to and 

further study their views? 
 
(d) What will the government do if the construction works is found to cause significant 

ecological impacts? 
 
Asked by: Hon. IP Wai-ming 
 
Reply: 
 
(a) The construction is anticipated to commence in 2010. 
 
(b) The Civil Engineering and Development Department (CEDD) has completed a 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report, which was approved with conditions 
by the Director of Environmental Protection (DEP) under Environmental Impact 
Assessment Ordinance on 21 November 2008.  The EIA report contains detailed 
impact assessments on air quality, noise, water quality, waste management, ecology, 
fisheries, landscape and visual aspects and recommends mitigation measures to 
ensure that the project would not cause unacceptable impact to the environment.  
Measures at construction stage include the use of silt curtain during dredging 
operation.  Regular water quality monitoring will be carried out during the 
construction phase to monitor the effectiveness of these measures.  Moreover, 
ecologists will be employed to translocate species of conservation importance from 



  

the project site to nearby suitable habitats before commencement of the construction 
works.  CEDD will implement these mitigation measures to minimise the impacts of 
the construction works on the environment. 

 
(c) DEP has taken account of the comments of the Advisory Council on the Environment 

and opinions of the public received when granting approval of the EIA report.  One 
of the conditions of the approval is that CEDD is required to reduce the size of the 
project, particularly the size of the proposed car park and the footprint of the project, 
to further minimise the potential ecological impacts arising from the project.  CEDD 
is now reviewing the details of the project with reference to the approval conditions.  
CEDD will consider views from green groups for further minimizing environmental 
impacts from the project. 

 
(d) The EIA report concludes that the project will not cause unacceptable ecological 

impacts.  CEDD will employ an independent environmental checker to audit the 
works of the contractor to ensure full compliance with the requirements stipulated in 
the Environmental Permit. 
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 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB278 
 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  

  Question Serial No.

2943 Head: 703 – Buildings Subhead: 
 

Programme:  

Controlling Officer: Director of Architectural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question: 

It is stated that the Architectural Services Department will undertake the fitting-out and 
renovation of existing sports venues to facilitate the holding of 2009 East Asian Games in Hong 
Kong.  What are the details, progress and estimated expenditure of the works involved? 
 
Asked by:  Hon. CHAN Tanya 
 
Reply: 
 

Of the 13 renovation projects for existing sports venues for the East Asian Games, 
ten have been completed and three will be completed by mid 2009.  The total 
estimated project cost is about $823.6 million.  The details are as follows: 

 
Item Project 

No. 
Project title Project Progress 

 
Estimated Project 

Cost 
($ million) 

1 3053RE Improvement to Hong Kong 
Coliseum 

Works completed in 
January 2009. 

168.60 

2 3054RE Improvement to Queen 
Elizabeth Stadium 

Works completed in 
October 2008. 

112.30 

3 3246RS Improvement to Hong Kong 
Stadium  

Works completed in 
February 2009.  

55.40 

4 3247RS Improvement to Victoria 
Park Tennis Centre  

Works in progress 
and to be completed 
by July 2009. 

73.70 

5 3248RS Improvement to Kowloon 
Park Swimming Pool  

Works completed in 
end February 2009. 

155.00 

6 3249RS Improvement to Hong Kong 
Squash Centre 

Works in progress 
and to be completed 
by May 2009. 

20.60 

7 3250RS Improvement to Lai Chi Kok 
Park Sports Centre  

Works completed in 
February 2009. 

30.20 

8 3251RS Improvement to Western 
Park Sports Centre  

Works completed in 
February 2009. 

81.70 

 
 

 



  

Item Project 
No. 

Project title Project Progress 
 

Estimated Project 
Cost 

($ million) 

9 3253RS Improvement to Shek Kip 
Mei Park Sports Centre  

Works completed in 
February 2009. 

32.30 

10 3254RS Improvement to Siu Sai Wan 
Sports Ground 

Works completed in 
February 2009. 

16.30 

11 3255RS Improvement to Stanley 
Main Beach Water Sports 
Centre 

Works in progress 
and to be completed 
by April 2009. 

19.20 

12 3257RS Improvement to Tseung 
Kwan O Sports Centre  

Works completed in 
February 2009. 

32.30 

13 3262RS Improvement to King's Park 
Hockey Ground 

Works completed in 
December 2008. 

26.00 

   
Total :

 
823.6 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No. 
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 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  

  Question Serial No.

1312 Head: 703 – Buildings Subhead (No. & title): 
 

Programme:  

Controlling Officer: Director of Architectural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question: 

Regarding the improvement of the facilities of sports venues, please provide the following 
information: 
 
(a)  What were the fitting-out, renovation and new works projects of sports venues carried 

out in 2008-09?  How much was the expenditure for the works? 
 
(b)  Details of proposed new sports venue projects as well as their estimated expenditure, 

progress and anticipated completion dates. 
 
Asked by: Hon. CHEUNG Hok-ming 
 
Reply: 
 
(a)  In 2008-09, Architectural Services Department (ArchSD) has  13 renovation projects 

in respect of sports venues.  Ten projects have been completed and three projects are 
under construction.  In addition, ArchSD has seven new sports venue projects under 
construction and one completed.  The total project cost is about $4,642 million.  The 
latest estimated expenditure in 2008-09 is about $1,187 million.   

  In 2008-09, ArchSD has also carried out over 1,000 works orders for minor works to 
renovate and refurbish sports venues at a total cost of about $200 million. 

  
(b)  There are 16 proposed new sports venue projects.  The total estimated project cost is 

about $11,818.55 million in September 2008 prices.  Tender or tender documentation 
are in progress for five projects; design is in progress for seven projects; a technical 
feasibility study is in progress for one project while the project requirements for the 
others are under preparation.  Please refer to the Annex for details. 
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Annex 

Proposed new sports venue projects 
Project 

No. 
Project title Estimated 

Project Cost 
($Million, in 
September 

2008 prices) 

Tentative 
Completion Date 

Note

3049RG Public Library and Indoor Recreation 
Centre in Area 3, Yuen Long 

791.10 Mid 2012 (1) 
 

3050RG District Open Space, Sports Centre  
and Library in Area 74,  
Tseung Kwan O 

900.00 Early 2013 
 

(2) 

3051RG Redevelopment of Kwun Tong 
Swimming Pool Complex and Kwun 
Tong Recreation Ground 
 

1,524.00 Swimming pool - 
Late 2012 

Recreation Ground – 
Early 2015 

(2) 

3052RG Lam Tin North Municipal  
Services Building 

660.00 Mid 2012 (1) 

3053RG Sports Centre and Community Hall in 
Area 101, Tin Shui Wai 

590.00 Mid 2012 (1) 

3054RG Town Park, Indoor Velodrome cum 
Sports Centre in Area 45, Tseung 
Kwan O   

1,670.00 Early 2013 (2) 

3245RS Conversion of the Secondary Pool of 
the Lai Chi Kok Park Swimming Pool 
into an Indoor Heated Pool  

150.00 Early 2012 (2) 

3263RS Improvement Works of  
Mong Kok Stadium  

245.30 
 

Mid 2011 
 

(1) 

3264RS  Swimming Pool complex in area 1 
(San Wai Court), Tuen Mun 

688.80 Early 2012 (1) 

3266RS Redevelopment of Victoria Park - 
Swimming Pool Complex 

1,080.00 Late 2014 (2) 

3267RS Sports Centre in Area 33, Tai Po 742.00 Early 2012 (2) 
3269RS Indoor Recreation Centre in Area 4, 

Tsing Yi 
611.00 Early 2014 

 
(2) 

045CX Tung Chau Street Complex 441.00 Late 2013 (4) 
107LS Indoor Recreation Centre in Area 14 

(Siu Lun), Tuen Mun 
567.00 Late 2013 (4) 

024MF Sports Centre, Community Hall cum 
Public Library in Area 14B, Sha Tin 

923.00 
 

Late 2013 
 

(3) 

863XY Sports Centre between Tsuen Wan 
Park and Tsuen Wan Road  
 

235.35 
 

To tie in with MTR 
Corporation Limited’s 
Comprehensive 
Development Area 
programme 

(4) 

 Total 11,818.55 
 

  

 

Note : (1) Tender/tender documentation in progress. 
 (2) Design in progress. 
 (3) Technical feasibility study completed. 
 (4) Project requirements under preparation. 

 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No. 
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB280 
 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  

  Question Serial No.

1313 Head: 703 – Buildings Subhead: 
 

Programme:  

Controlling Officer: Director of Architectural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

Regarding the implementation of municipal works, please provide the following information: 
 
(a)  What were the number and costs of the municipal works carried out in 2008-09? 
 
(b)  For the municipal works mentioned above, please list out the respective number, 

projects and expenditure by 18 District Councils. 
 
(c)  What are the programmes and results of accelerating municipal works? 
 
Asked by: Hon. CHEUNG Hok-ming 
 
Reply: 
 
(a)  In 2008-09, Architectural Services Department (ArchSD) has 37 municipal capital 

projects under construction of which 19 have been completed.  In addition, ArchSD 
has 15 municipal minor works under construction of which 9 have been completed 
during the year.  The total approved project estimate is about $6,921 million. 

  
(b)  Please refer to the Annex for the municipal projects listed under 18 districts. 
 
(c)  Out of the 78 accelerated municipal projects, 38 projects have been completed, 16 

projects are under construction, 21 projects are under planning.  The remaining 
3 projects would be carried out upon the finalization of project requirements. 

 
 

Signature

Name in block letters C H YUE 

Post Title Director of Architectural Services 

Date 20 March 2009 
 
 
 
 



  

Annex 
Municipal Projects under Construction in 2008-2009 

 
1. Municipal Capital Projects 

Item 
no. 

District Project title Approved 
Project 

Estimate 
($M) 

Estimated 
Expenditure 
in 2008-2009 

($M) 

Status 

1 Yau Tsim Mong 
Kwun Tong 
Eastern 
Shatin  
Wanchai  
Kowloon City 

Renovation of Libraries - Phase 2 
works 
 

140.00 55.00 Completed in 
October 2008

2 Tuen Mun 
  

Local Open Space in Area 16 
(Yau Oi South), Tuen Mun 

63.20 22.74 Completed in 
August 2008 

3 North 
  

Local Open Space in Area 28, 
Fanling/Sheung Shui 

36.60 24.30 Completed in 
November 

2008 
4 North 

  
Sports Centre in Area 28A, 
Fanling/Sheung Shui  

360.00 7.50 Works in 
progress 

5 Kwai Tsing District Open Space in Shek 
Yam Estate - Phases 1 and 4, 
Kwai Chung  

46.10 35.00 Completed in 
January 2009

6 Kwai Tsing Local Open Space in Area 50, 
Sham Tseng, Tsuen Wan 

21.10 15.30 Completed in 
August 2008 

7 Kwai Tsing District Open Space in Area 9, 
Tsing Yi 

175.90 62.00 Works in 
progress 

8 Shatin  Ma On Shan Waterfront 
Promenade 

220.80 58.00 Works in 
progress 

9 Islands 
  

Indoor recreation centre, 
community hall cum library in 
Area 17 Tung Chung, Lantau  

429.70 120.00 Works in 
progress 

10 Islands 
  

Swimming Pool Complex in 
Area 2, Tung Chung, Lantau  

441.40 39.00 Works in 
progress 

11 Islands 
 

District Open Space in Area 18, 
Tung Chung 

230.00 30.00 Works in 
progress 

12 Yuen Long 
  

District Open Space in Area 107, 
Tin Shui Wai 

91.40 36.16 Completed in 
October 2008

13 Yuen Long 
  

Tin Shui Wai Public Library cum 
Indoor Recreation Centre 

625.40 68.00 Works in 
progress 

14 Central & 
Western  

Sun Yat Sen Memorial Park and 
Swimming Pool Complex   

574.70 110.00 Works in 
progress 

15 Central & 
Western 
 

East Asian Games - 
Improvement to Hong Kong 
Squash Centre  

20.60 6.50 Works in 
progress 

16 Central & 
Western 
 

East Asian Games - 
Improvement to Western Park 
Sports Centre 

81.70 43.80 Completed in 
February 2009

17 Wanchai  
  

East Asian Games – 
Improvement to Hong Kong 
Stadium  

55.40 27.00 Completed in 
February 2009

 
 

 



  

Item 
no. 

District Project title Approved
Project 

Estimate 
($M) 

Estimated 
Expenditure 
in 2008-2009 

($M) 

Status 

18 Southern 
  

East Asian Games - Improvement 
to Stanley Main Beach Water 
Sports Centre  

19.20 2.50 Works in 
progress 

19 Southern 
  

Recreational Development at 
North Ap Lei Chau Reclamation 

94.30 48.00 Works in 
progress 

20 Eastern 
  

East Asian Games - Improvement 
to Victoria Park Tennis Centre   

73.70 46.50 Works in 
progress 

21 Eastern East Asian Games - Improvement 
to Queen Elizabeth Stadium 

112.30 86.20 Completed in 
October 2008

22 Eastern 
  

East Asian Games - Improvement 
to Siu Sai Wan Sports Ground  

16.30 4.50 Completed in 
February 

2009 
23 Eastern Siu Sai Wan Complex 463.70 65.00 Works in 

progress 
24 Yau Tsim 

Mong  
East Asian Games - Improvement 
to Kowloon Park Swimming Pool

155.00 98.00 Completed in 
February 

2009 
25 Yau Tsim 

Mong   
East Asian Games - Improvement 
to King's Park Hockey Ground 

26.00 12.50 Completed in 
December 

2008 
26 Yau Tsim 

Mong 
East Asian Games - Improvement 
to Hong Kong Coliseum  

168.60 140.00 Completed in 
January 2009

27 Kwun Tong 
  

Recreational Facilities on Jordan 
Valley Former Landfill, Kwun 
Tong  

179.60 55.00 Works in 
progress 

28 Wong Tai Sin 
 

Ngau Chi Wan Recreation 
Ground, Wong Tai Sin 

199.40 44.00 Works in 
progress 

29 Wong Tai Sin 
  

District Open Space at Po Kong 
Village Road, Wong Tai Sin  

475.60 138.00 Works in 
progress 

30 Sham Shui Po Sham Shui Po Park, Stage 2 50.30 18.50 Completed in 
September 

2008 
31 Sham Shui Po Reprovisioning of Pak Tin Public 

Library  
36.10 1.00 Works in 

progress 
32 Sham Shui Po East Asian Games - Improvement 

to Lai Chi Kok Park Sports Centre 
30.20 20.00 Completed in 

February 
2009 

33 Sham Shui Po East Asian Games - Improvement 
to Shek Kip Mei Park Sports 
Centre 

32.30 18.00 Completed in 
February 

2009 
34 Sai Kung 

  
East Asian Games - Improvement 
to Tseung Kwan O Sports Centre 

32.30 17.00 Completed in 
February 

2009 
35 Sai Kung 

  
District Open Space in Area 40A, 
Tseung Kwan O 

60.00 23.60 Completed in 
September 

2008 
36 Sai Kung  Tseung Kwan O Sports Ground  392.80 205.00 Completed in 

March 2009 
37 Sai Kung  

  
Tseung Kwan O Complex in Area 
44, Tseung Kwan O  

530.90 50.00 Works in 
progress 

 



  

 
2. Minor Works  

Item 
no. 

District Project title Approved 
Project 

Estimate 
($M) 

Estimated 
Expenditure 
in 2008-2009 

($M) 

Status 

1 Tuen Mun 
  

Local Open Space in Area 52,  
Tuen Mun  

13.83 7.02 Completed in 
January 2009

2 Central & 
Western 
  

New Education cum Exhibition 
Centre at Hong Kong Zoological 
and Botanical Gardens 

3.60 2.75 Completed in 
June 2008 

3 Southern Wah Fu Rest Garden 14.50 5.03 Works in 
progress 

4 Eastern 
  

Relocation of 9 Tennis Courts at 
the Existing Site for Handball 
Court, Victoria Park 

14.00 2.88 Works in 
progress 

5 Yau Tsim 
Mong 

Open Space at Junction of Chui 
Yu Road and Sham Mong Road 

14.26 0.79 Works in 
progress 

6 Sai Kung  
  
  

Construction of a New Sewage 
Treatment Plant at Lady 
MacLehose Holiday Village 

14.90 0.36 Works in 
progress 

7 Yau Tsim 
Mong 
  

Open Space Development at 
Junction of Tai Kok Tsui 
Road/Larch Street/Fuk Tsun 
Street 

9.01 1.18 Completed in 
April 2008 

8 Kwun Tong Additional Toilets Facilities in 
Lam Tin 

7.70 4.26 Completed in 
July 2008 

9 Islands 
  

Open Space Development at the 
‘G’ and ‘IC’ site in Area 27, 
Tung Chung 

10.16 4.95 Completed in 
November 

2008 
10 Eastern 

  
Fu Hong Street Sitting Out Area, 
Siu Sai Wan 

14.26 2.10 Works in 
progress 

11 Sham Shui Po  
  

Children Playground and Rest 
Garden near Hoi Lai Estate 

11.79 0.53 Works in 
progress 

12 Kwai Tsing  
  

Provision of Toilet at Tai Loong 
Street Playground, Kwai Chung 

2.00 1.43 Completed in 
August 2008 

13 Islands  
  

Open Space Development at the 
'E' and 'OU' site at Area 40, Tung 
Chung 

14.80 7.78 Completed in 
September 

2008 
14 Wong Tai Sin  

  
Conversion of the Morse Park 
Squash Court Centre and Fanling 
New Town Squash Court Centre 
into Elderly Fitness Centre with 
Landscape Open Space 

9.98 1.99 Completed in 
February 

2009 

15 Yuen Long 
  

Proposed Toilet-cum-Changing 
Block at On Hing Playground, 
Yuen Long 

3.60 2.30 Completed in 
December 

2008 
 

Total Project Cost in 2008-2009 : $6,920.99 million (say $6,921 million) 
Total Expenditure in 2008-2009 : $1,898.95 million (say $1,899 million) 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No. 
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB281 
 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  

  Question Serial No.

1177 Head: 703 – Buildings Subhead:  
 

3266RS  
Redevelopment 
of Victoria Park 
Swimming Pool 
Complex 

 

Programme:  

Controlling Officer: Director of Architectural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 

The Administration estimates that the cost of the redevelopment of Victoria Park 
Swimming Pool Complex is about $1,290 million.  In this regard, 
 
(a) What are the main reasons for the huge cost of the project and what special 

facilities will the new complex offer? 
 
(b) Please provide the timeable for drawing down the remaining $1,265 million apart 

from the estimated expenditure of $25 million in 2009-2010. 
 
Asked by: Hon. LAU Sau-shing, Patrick 

Reply: 

(a) The new Victoria Park Swimming Pool Complex comprises one indoor 50m x 
25m main pool with adjustable pool floors, one indoor 33m x 25m multipurpose 
pool with adjustable pool floor and diving facilities and spectator stands for 2500 
seats.  The unit cost for this new swimming pool complex is higher than projects 
of similar scale and scope mainly due to the need to accommodate an average 
2500 spectator capacity to meet international competition standards. Additional 
cost is also required to overcome the structural constraints imposed by the future 
North Island Line underneath the proposed complex.  We have also adopted a 
building form with curved glass walls and aluminium cladding to respond to the 
Town Planning Board’s comments that we should minimize the visual impact of 
the swimming pool. 

 
The project scope also includes demolition of the existing swimming pool 
complex, refurbishment of existing tennis practice courts and reprovisioning of 
facilities affected by the construction of the new swimming pool complex 
(affected facilities) such as roller skating rinks, handball court, changing facilities 
for park-users and park management office.  The project cost of $1,290 million in 
money-of-the-day prices (MOD) was estimated in mid 2008.  Before submission 



  

to the Public Works Subcommittee, the project cost estimate will be reviewed 
according to the finalized tender document for works under this project. 

 
 

(b) The project will be implemented in two phases.  The phase 1 works mainly 
comprise the construction of the new swimming pool complex while the phase 2 
works comprise the demolition of the existing swimming pool complex and 
reprovisioning of affected facilities.  Subject to the approval of the Finance 
Committee, the project is expected to commence in August 2009.  The estimated 
expenditure of $25 million in MOD prices will be required for 2009-2010.  We 
would closely monitor the financial position.  The remaining amount will be 
spent mainly from 2010-2011 to 2014-2015. 

 
 
 
 
 

Signature

Name in block letters C H YUE 

Post Title Director of Architectural Services 

Date 19 March 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No. 
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB282 
 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  

  Question Serial No.

2691 Head: 703 – Buildings Subhead:  
 

3053RG  Sports center 
and community hall in 
Area 101,  
Tin Shui Wai 

 

 
Programme:  

Controlling Officer: Director of Architectural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 
 
The project estimate for the sports centre and community hall in Area 101, Tin Shui Wai is $847 
million while the estimated expenditure in 2009-2010 is only $3 million.  Would the 
Administration advise on the timetable for using the remaining $844 million?  How can the 
project be expedited so as to provide service to the local residents as soon as possible? 
 
Asked by: Hon. LAU Sau-shing, Patrick 
 
Reply: 
 
The latest cost estimate for the Sports Centre and Community Hall in Area 101, Tin Shui Wai is 
about $590 million in September 2008 prices.  This has taken into account the latest design and 
current markets trend in construction prices. The project cost will be further reviewed according 
to the finalized tender document before submission to the Public Works Subcommittee (PWSC).  
We consulted the District Facilities Management Committee of the Yuen Long District Council 
on the design of the project on 9 January 2009 and members supported the project.  We intend 
to submit the project to the PWSC and Finance Committee for consideration in the second 
quarter of 2009.  Subject to funding approval by the Finance Committee, construction is 
expected to commence in late 2009 and an estimated expenditure of $3 million will be required 
in 2009-2010 for the construction of hoardings and other site preparatory works.  We expect 
that the remaining amount will mainly be spent from 2010-2011 to 2012-2013. The project is 
expected to be completed in mid 2012.  We will closely monitor the project progress and 
review the financial position from time to time. 

 
 

Signature

Name in block letters C H YUE 

Post Title Director of Architectural Services 

Date 20 March 2009 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No. 
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB283 
 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  

  Question Serial No.

2392 Head: 703 – Buildings Subhead:  
 

3190SC  Tseung 
Kwan O Complex in 
Area 44, Tseung 
Kwan O 

 

 
Programme:  

Controlling Officer: Director of Architectural Services 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

 
Question: 
 
The estimate for the project for 2009-2010 will be HK$60,000,000.  However, 
according to LegCo paper no. PWSC(2008-09)4 approved by the Public Works 
Subcommittee (PWSC) and the Finance Committee, the proposed expenditure for the 
project for 2009-2010 would be HK$98,900,000.  Why the estimate falls short of the 
expectation?  Will the completion date be deferred because of this? 
 
Asked by: Hon. SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 
 
Reply: 
 
The site works for 3190SC have been proceeding smoothly.  The latest forecast of 
expenditure for 2008-09 has been increased from $17 million as stated in the estimates to 
$53 million according to current forecast.  This increase in expenditure accounts for the 
reduced expenditure forecast in 2009-10.  For comparison, the current estimated 
expenditure for 2008-09 and 2009-10 is $113 million.  This is comparable to 
$116.3 million as stated in the PWSC Paper.  We will closely monitor the project 
progress and review the financial position from time to time. 
 
The completion date of the project will not be deferred because of the above change in 
expenditure estimates. 
 
 

Signature

Name in block letters C H YUE 

Post Title Director of Architectural Services 

Date 20 March 2009 
 
 



  

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No. 
  
 CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO HAB284 
 INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION  

  Question Serial No.

2393 Head: 708 – Capital Subventions and 
Major Systems and Equipment 

Subhead  
(No. & title): 

8015QJ 
Redevelopment 
of the Hong 
Kong Sports 
Institute 

 

 
Programme:  

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home Affairs 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs 

Question: 

The estimate for the project in 2009-2010 will be $293.67 m.  However, according to 
LegCo paper no. PWSC(2008-09)13 as approved by the Public Works Subcommittee and 
the Finance Committee, the proposed expenditure for the project for 2009-2010 would be 
$611.2 m.  Moreover, the revised estimate for 2008-2009 for the project was only $5 m, 
far behind the proposed $102.9 m.  Why the estimates for the project had fallen short of 
the expectation?  How can the progress of the project be accelerated? 
 
Asked by: Hon. SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 

Reply: 

The funding for the main works of the Project was approved by the Finance Committee 
of the Legislative Council in June 2008.  As the Hong Kong Sports Institute Limited 
(HKSIL) has taken more time than expected to complete the tendering procedures, there 
was under-spending in 2008-09 and a slight delay with the main works programme.  
The HKSIL has awarded the tender for the first works contract for commencement in 
March 2009.   
 
The HKSIL has introduced a number of measures such as phased completion and partial 
handover of the piling sites to offset as much as possible the initial delay in completing 
the tendering procedures.  Meanwhile, the HKSIL is preparing to tender the remaining 
works contracts with the aim of completing most of the new facilities by the fourth 
quarter of 2011.   

Signature Signed  

Name in block letters Mrs CARRIE YAU 

Post Title Permanent Secretary for Home Affairs 

Date 16 March 2009 
 




