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LEGAL NOTICES NOT REQUIRED TO BE TABLED AND NOT SUBJECT 
TO AMENDMENT 
 
United Nations Sanctions Ordinance (Cap. 537) 
United Nations Sanctions (Arms Embargoes) (Amendment) Regulation 2008    
(L.N. 236) 
United Nations Sanctions (Federal Republic of Yugoslavia) (Prohibition on 
Terrorist Activity) Regulation (Repeal) Regulation    (L.N. 237) 
 
 L.N. 236 and L.N. 237 were made by the Chief Executive under section 
3 of the United Nations Sanctions Ordinance (Cap. 537) (the Ordinance) on the 
instruction of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China and 
after consultation with the Executive Council. 
 
2. L.N. 236 amends the United Nations Sanctions (Arms Embargoes) 
Regulation (Cap. 537 sub. leg. E) (the Arms Embargoes Regulation) to give effect to a 
decision of the Security Council of the United Nations (UNSC) in Resolution 1823 
(2008) adopted by the Security Council on 10 July 2008. 
 
3. The definition of "prohibited destination" in section 1(1) of Arms 
Embargoes Regulation is amended to remove the reference to Rwanda.  As a result, 
Rwanda would not be regarded as a prohibited destination under the Arms Embargoes 
Regulation from the commencement of this Regulation and the prohibitions imposed 
under the Arms Embargoes Regulation would no longer apply to and in relation to 
Rwanda. 
 
4. Amendments are also made to the following provisions of the Arms 
Embargoes Regulation consequential to the removal of the reference to Rwanda from 
the definition of "prohibited destination" -  
 

(a) section 1(3) (interpretation and application); 
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(b) section 2(1) (supplies and deliveries of certain goods to a prohibited 
destination); 

 
(c) section 3(1) (exportation of certain goods to a prohibited destination); 
 
(d) section 7(2) and (5) (carriage of certain goods destined for a prohibited 

destination); 
 
(e) section 8(1), (3), (5) and (8) (investigation, etc. of suspected ships, 

aircraft and vehicles); 
 
(f) section 10(1) (penalties and proceedings); and 
 
(g) section 2(5) of Schedule 2 (evidence and information). 
 

5. L.N. 236 also amends the Arms Embargoes Regulation to give effect to 
the decision of the Security Council in Resolution 1367 (2001) (adopted by the 
Security Council on 10 September 2001) to terminate the prohibition against sale or 
supply of arms and related material to the former Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 
 
6. L.N. 237 repeals the United Nations Sanctions (Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia) (Prohibition on Terrorist Activity) Regulation (Cap. 537 sub. leg. H) to 
give effect to the decision of the Security Council of the United Nations (Security 
Council) in Resolution 1367 (2001) (adopted by the Security Council on 10 
September 2001) to terminate the prohibition against arming and training for terrorist 
activity in the former Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 
 
7. Under section 3(5) of the Ordinance, sections 34 and 35 of the 
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance (Cap. 1) shall not apply to regulations 
made under the Ordinance.  The above regulations therefore are not subject to 
amendment by the Legislative Council and they came into operation on the date they 
were published in the Gazette, i.e. 31 October 2008. 
 
8. At the request of the Legal Service Division, the Commerce and 
Economic Development Bureau has provided a paper on the background of the above 
subsidiary legislation for members’ information (Annex). 
 
9. A Subcommittee to Examine the Implementation in Hong Kong 
Resolutions of the United Nations Security Council in relation to Sanctions was 
established by the Third Legislative Council (2004-2008) to study the relevant subject.  
The Subcommittee reported to the House Committee on 20 June 2008 and the House 
Committee agreed in principle that a subcommittee should be set up to deal with 
regulations made under section 3 of the Ordinance and the matter should be further 
considered by the House Committee in the Fourth Legislative Council (LC Paper No. 
CB(2)2408/07-08, para. 75-79).  Members may wish to consider whether it is 
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necessary to form a subcommittee to consider the above subsidiary legislation and 
other similar regulations made under section 3 of the Ordinance in the future.  
 
10. The drafting of the above regulations presents no problem. 
 
 
 
 
Encl 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by 
 
Kitty CHENG 
Assistant Legal Adviser 
Legislative Council Secretariat 
3 November 2008 
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