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Assistance to owners of Home Ownership Scheme flats

and Sandwich Class Housing Scheme flats

Hon L EE Wing-tat (Oral Reply)

It has reported that recently, under the impact of the financial
tsunami, quite a number of middle-class people are facing
economic difficulties, and the aspiration of the general public for
home ownership has declined. Cases of premium payments
made by owners of Home Ownership Scheme ("HOS") flats have
also decreased significantly, with the number of such cases in
October plunging by 38% as compared to the same period last

year.

In this connection, will the Government inform this

Council whether it will:

@

(b)

(©

introduce measures to assist owners of Sandwich
Class Housing Scheme ("SCHS") flats in solving their
cash flow problems or alleviating their mortgage
burden, such as alowing them to refinance,
remortgage or change the mortgage of their flats or let
out their flats without paying the premium; if it will,
of the details;

relax the existing procedure for vetting and approving
the applications by HOS flats owners for refinancing
without paying the premium, so as to help them to
borrow cash to meet their needs; and

explore the relaxation of existing premium
arrangements (such as providing concessions to
owners of SCHS and HOS flats), so as to encourage
them to pay the premium and hence boost the number
of those flats put up for sale?
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Review on administration of Internet domain namesin Hong Kong

(20)

Hon James TO Kun-sun (Written Reply)

The Government commissioned a consultancy review on the
administration of Internet domain names in Hong Kong in 2006,
and conducted a public consultation exercise on the review
results and reform proposas in 2007. At its extraordinary
general meeting held in August 2008, the Hong Kong Internet
Registration Corporation Limited ("HKIRC") adopted the
Government's reform proposals, including restructuring the
Board of HKIRC by changing its composition of 13
non-executive, part-time directors (including 12 directors elected
by members of the company and one government-appointed
director) to four Government-appointed directors and four
directors elected by members of the company, and introducing a
Nominations Committee with participation from the industry to
oversee the appointment process for directors. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@ why the Government has not reported again to this
Council after mentioning the progress of the above
work in reply to a question raised by a Member of this
Council on 25 June 2008;

(b) given that the Government Chief Information Officer
wrote a newspaper article on 22 November 2008
saying that "Internet domain names are public
resources and the top level domains of various regions
are administered or supervised by the governments
concerned. Hong Kong is of no exception”, but the
report of the above consultancy review and
government papers have indicated that Internet
domain names in most countries in the world are
presently  administered by  non-profit-making
organizations composed of members from the industry
with limited participation of the governments
concerned, how the situation in Hong Kong differs
from that in those countries which causes the



(©

(d)

()

(f)

Government to consider it necessary to introduce
more Government-appointed representatives to the
Board of HKIRC;

given that | have learnt that over 90% of the current
members of HKIRC are service users, but the
percentage of directors representing such members on
its Board has dropped from 46% (six in 13 directors)
to 16% (two in eight directors), whether the
Government has assessed if this situation will give
rise to any problem;

of the details of the above Nominations Committee,
and whether the Government has assessed if the
operation of the mechanism is transparent;

whether the Government attended in the past three
years any meeting of the Governmental Advisory
Committee of the Internet Corporation for Assigned
Names and Numbers, which is the global organization
for the administration of domain names; if not, why it
IS necessary to increase the number of directors
appointed by the Government on the Board of HKIRC
SO as to increase the Government's participation, and
whether the Government will take the initiative to
liaise with relevant international organizations to
explain the reform; and

given that there have been comments claiming that the
restructuring of the Board of HKIRC will have an
impact on the freedom of speech (e.g. the Government
may restrict the registration of politically sensitive
domain names through the directors appointed by it),
what measures the Government has put in place to
dispel the doubts of the public in this regard?



