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20 June 2009

To LegCo Panel on Food Safety and Environmental Hygiene

HKMA Stand on Nutrition Labelling

The Hong Kong Medical Association, with our motto “safeguarding the people’s
health”, supports the Administration in implementing the Nutrition Labelling
Scheme as scheduled. Good health and safety are always our priority
consideration.

The basic principle for nutrition labelling should be: when the component in
question if present in excessive amount would be hazardous to health, then it
should be mandatory labeled. If a claim is made on any nutrients, the
information should be accurate, clear and must not be misleading.

We would like to take the opportunity to draw the attention of the Administration
to products sold via Internet and to imported food, particularly infant and toddler
food from territories with foreign languages. They may fall outside the proposed
scheme but pose grave threat to public health risks as their labels are not written
in Chinese or English. The public rely on the Government to regulate the safety
of these products but only to find out that they are exempted from the scheme
when there are mishaps. Examples of nutrition labels outside the scheme are
attached for reference.

As there is a trend of internet shopping and mothers flocking to foreign infant and
toddler food, the Hong Kong Medical Association would like to urge the
Administration to safeguards the health of our younger generation by adding these
products into the nutrition labeling scheme.



Summary of Japan’s Infant and Toddler Products
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Chinese Labelling on Japan
IMF Products Comparison
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Important
Notice

Remarks: v = Both Chi & Eng E = English Only
x = Neither Chi nor Eng  C= Chinese Only
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