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2009 East Asian Games

Purpose

This paper summarizes concerns and questions raised by Members of
the Legidative Council (LegCo) relating to the preparatory work for the 2009
East Asian Games (EAG) at the meeting of the Home Affairs Panel on 17 Apiril
2009 and the Council meeting on 3 June 2009. Background information on
the subject is also set out in LC Paper No. CB(2)1301/08-09(02) issued to
members on 9 April 20009.

Main deliberations on the 2009 EAG

Venue preparation

2. In May 2009, the Administration staged the Opening Ceremony and the
finals of some of the sports competitions of the Second Hong Kong Games
(HKG) at some of the competition venues for EAG, including the Tseung Kwan
O Sports Ground (TKOSG) and the Kowloon Park Swimming Pool (KPSP).
Hon Tanya CHAN raised a written question at the Council meeting on 3 June
2009 enquiring about the progress in preparing these venues for EAG,
including problems found in the facilities of the relevant venues during HKG
and details of the follow-up works, measures to mitigate the impact of air
pollution and noise caused by the heavy vehicular flow on Wan Po Road next
to TKOSG,; and improvement works to address the water seepage problems at
KPSP.
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3. The Administration responded that -

(@  the overal operation of the EAG venues generally ran smoothly
during the HKG, except for a few items of equipment which
required fine-tuning to achieve better performance, and the
follow-up works would be conducted promptly;

(b)  there were no reports of the competitions aa TKOSG being
affected by the traffic a8 Wan Po Road during the HKG
Nevertheless, the Leisure and Cultural Services Department
would collaborate with the Hong Kong Amateur Athletic
Association and the departments concerned to monitor closely the
utilisation of that section of road around the event venue, and
take appropriate measures to ensure a smooth running of the
EAG events if there was any likelihood of an adverse impact on
the events; and

(c)  replacement of the ceiling boards where water seepage occurred
and improvement works to the drain sumps at KPSP would be
completed before November 2009.

Ticketing arrangements

4, At the meeting of the Home Affairs Panel on 17 April 2009, some
members urged the Administration to administer the ticket sale in an open, fair
and orderly manner and implement measures to avoid network congestion in
on-line booking. As many spectators might not be able to secure tickets for
highly popular events due to the limited seating capacity of the competition
venues, members also urged the Administration to put in place arrangements to
enable the public to watch the Games. Other members expressed concern
about the audience turnout for the Games, as the competition events would
mostly be held on working days or school days.

5. The Administration advised that tickets for the EAG events would be
sold through different channels including on-line booking, telephone booking,
postal and fax booking. To facilitate public viewing of the events, the
Administration would arrange live broadcast of the 10 most popular sports
events and recording of highlights of another 13 sports events for showing on
TVs. To boost the attendance of the Games, concessionary or complimentary
tickets would be offered to students and seniors.

Publicity and promotion activities

6. At the same meeting mentioned in paragraph 4, some members opined
that the Administration should encourage all schools to participate in publicity
events, such as the school torch relay and the opening ceremony as far as
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possible. Other members were concerned about the provision of media
facilities for media coverage of EAG. Members aso enquired about the
detailed arrangements for the 100-Day Countdown cum Torch Relay and
measures to facilitate public participation.

7. The Administration advised that a Media Centre, which consisted of an
International Broadcasting Centre, a Press Centre and a Press Conference
Theatre, was to be set up in the Hong Kong Central Library. Each
competition venue would also have its own media/press rooms or facilities to
support news reporting. The Administration advised members of the
arrangements on the 100-Day Countdown cum Torch Relay vide LC Paper No.
CB(2)2413/08-09(01).

L atest Developments

8. In August 2009, Hon Tanya CHAN and Hon KAM Nai-wai expressed
concerns about press reports on the production and broadcasting arrangements
for the 100-Day Countdown cum Torch Relay, venue preparation and the latest
progress of the preparatory work for the 2009 EAG. A fact sheet highlighting
the press reports on these issues prepared by the Research and Library Services
Division isin Appendix |. With the concurrence of the Chairman, a special
meeting is scheduled for 5 October 2009 to discuss the matter.

Relevant papers

9. A list of relevant papers with their hyperlinks at the LegCo website isin
the Appendix ||
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Wisers Information Limited. (2009) LegCo News Clipping Services. From
31 August 2009 to 21 September 2009.
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Appendix 11

Relevant documents on 2009 East Asian Games

Meeting Date of Paper/Minutes L C Paper No.
meeting
Panel on Home | 17.4.2009 | The Administration’s paper on | CB(2)1301/08-09(01)

Affairs

‘the progress of the preparation
for hosting the 2009 EAG.”

http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr08-09/
english/panel s’halpapers/had417c
b2-1301-1-e.pdf

Background brief prepared by
the LegCo Secretariat on the
subject.

CB(2)1301/08-09(02)
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr08-09/
english/panel s/halpapers/had417¢c
b2-1301-2-e.pdf

Minutes of meeting

CB(2)1789/08-09
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr08-09/
english/panel s/ha/minutes/ha2009

0417.pdf

Supplementary information
provided by the Administration
on “the distribution  of
media/press centres, and the
detalled arrangements for the
100-day countdown cum torch
relay of the Hong Kong 2009
EAG".

CB(2)1578/08-09(01)
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr08-09/
english/panel s/halpapers/had417¢c
b2-1578-1-e.pdf

CB(2)2413/08-09(01)
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr08-09/
english/panel s/ha/papers/had417c
b2-2413-1-e.pdf

Council
meeting

3.6.2009

Hon Tanya CHAN raised a
written question on "Fifth East
Asian Games'

http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr08-09/
chinese/counmtg/floor/cm0603-c

onfirm-ec.pdf
(pages 60-62)
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