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Annex B 
 

Making New Detention Record in the Communal Information System 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The level of 
search should be 
recorded. 
Sub-categories of 
a search involving 
removal of 
underwear should 
be recorded in the 
“Remarks” box.  
Details of any 
special 
acts/posture 
required should 
also be recorded 
in this box.

The “Search Reason(s)” 
window will pop up when 
clicking the pull-down button. 
Search reason(s) should be 
recorded by clicking the 
corresponding box(es). 
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Remarks may include details of weapon / 
exhibit found.

The “Factor(s) Considered” 
selection window will pop up 
when clicking the pull-down 
button. Factor(s) considered 
should be recorded by clicking 
the corresponding box(es). 
 
Details of factor(s) considered 
(in particular the demeanour of 
detained person, behavioural 
characteristics displayed and 
any other relevant factors) 
should be recorded in the 
“Remarks” box. 

Supplementary information may include - 
• any concern / objection raised by the detainee; 

and 
•• the original scope of search authorised.  .



Annex C 
Summary of Study on Technical Aids for Custody Searches 

 
 Instrument
Features 

Digital Radiographic 
(X-ray) Scanner 

X-ray Backscatter 
Scanner 

Millimeter Wave 
Scanner  

Walk-through Metal 
Detector 

Handheld Metal 
Detector / Gloves 

Technology Low X-ray Low X-ray Radio frequency Pulse Induction Very low frequency or  
frequency oscillations 

Accuracy High accuracy – 
penetrate into human 
body 

Penetrate clothes; detect 
both metallic and 
non-metallic objects 

Penetrate clothes; detect 
both metallic and 
non-metallic objects 

Detect only metallic 
objects 

Detect only metallic 
objects 

Estimated Unit 
Cost1

$2.5M $1.6M $1.6M $30,000 - $80,000 Handheld metal detector: 
$500-$1,000 
Metal detector gloves: 
$3,000 

Legal 
Requirement 

Regulated by the 
Radiation Ordinance, 
Cap. 303 

Regulated by the 
Radiation Ordinance, 
Cap. 303 

Nil Nil Nil 

Training 
Requirement 

Only medical 
professionals are 
qualified to operate the 
equipment as stipulated 
in the Radiation 
Ordinance, Cap. 303  

Only medical 
professionals are 
qualified to operate the 
equipment as stipulated 
in the Radiation 
Ordinance, Cap. 303  

1-2 days’ training 1-2 days’ training 1-2 days’ training 

Occupational 
Safety and 
Health 
Implications 

Regulated by the 
Radiation Ordinance, 
Cap. 303 

Regulated by the 
Radiation Ordinance, 
Cap. 303 

Minimal Insignificant  Insignificant 

Manpower 
Implications 

Only medical 
professionals are 
qualified to operate the 
equipment as stipulated 
in the Radiation 
Ordinance, Cap. 303 

Only medical 
professionals are 
qualified to operate the 
equipment as stipulated 
in the Radiation 
Ordinance, Cap. 303 
 

Easy to train up a large 
number of staff 

Easy to train up a large 
number of staff 

Easy to train up a large 
number of staff 

                                                 
1  The Police currently have detention facilities in 66 buildings across the territory.   
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 Instrument
Features 

Digital Radiographic 
(X-ray) Scanner 

X-ray Backscatter 
Scanner 

Millimeter Wave 
Scanner  

Walk-through Metal 
Detector 

Handheld Metal 
Detector / Gloves 

Overseas 
Experience 

Used at airport, border 
control points, sensitive 
premises, etc. 
 
Its use could be 
controversial 

Used at airport, border 
control points, court 
buildings, etc. 
 
A voluntary alternative 
for public to a pat-down 
search during secondary 
screening at airports. 
Compulsory for all 
entering court buildings.

Used at airports, border 
control points, court 
buildings, etc.  
 
A voluntary alternative 
for public to a pat-down 
search during secondary 
screening in airports. 
Compulsory for all 
entering court buildings.

Other Local 
LEAs 
 

Not in use Not in use Not in use 

Commonly used by local 
and overseas LEAs for 
security screening; 
currently used at the 
Hong Kong International 
Airport 
 
 
 

Handheld metal 
detector – commonly 
used by local and 
overseas LEAs for 
security screening; 
currently used at the 
Hong Kong International 
Airport 
 
Metal detector gloves – 
not commonly used 
 
 

Privacy Issues The system can prevent 
images from being 
printed, stored or 
transmitted 

The system can prevent 
images from being 
printed, stored or 
transmitted 

The system can prevent 
images from being 
printed, stored or 
transmitted 

Not applicable Not applicable 

Practicality Not viable because of the 
restrictive requirement 
for the operation of the 
equipment as well as the 
substantial cost 
implications 

Not viable because of the 
restrictive requirement 
for the operation of the 
equipment as well as the 
substantial cost 
implications 

Not viable because of the 
substantial cost 
implications  

Practical, but only 
detects metallic objects. 
It compares less 
favourably with 
handheld metal 
detector/gloves in terms 
of steadiness in 
performance and cost. 

Practical, but only detect 
metallic objects.  The 
handheld detector is 
preferable to detector 
gloves in terms of cost 
and the level of 
perceived intrusiveness. 
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Photos of Instruments and Scanning Images produced by the Instruments 

1. Digital Radiographic (X-ray) Scanner 

 

  

 
2. X-ray Backscatter Scanner 
  



 

  

  

4. Walk-through Metal Detector      5. Handheld Metal Detector / Gloves 
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3. Millimeter Wave Scanner 
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