A

Our Ref
Your Ref
Direct Line

President

&

Lester G. Huang
HEM

Vice-Presidents
& &

‘Wong Kwai Huoen
EHR

Junius K.Y. Ho
mER

Council Members

HE

Peter C.L. Lo
EEN

Michael J. Lintern-Smith
nEgx

Ip Shing Hing
EEE

Billy W.Y. Ma
BEEH

Sylvia W.Y. Siu

BA Bk

Cecilia K.W. Wong
HRRE

Alex T.H. Lai
HERE

Kenneth 8.Y. Ng
A

Stephen W.S. Hung
ARE S

Dieter L.T. Yih
EEE

Ambrose S.K. Lam
R ET R

Joseph C.'W. Li
EEE

Amirali B, Nasir
MR

Melissa K. Pang
PHEE

Themas S.T. So
HAW

Angela W.Y. Lee
=ZEE

Secretary General
HER
Raymond C.K. Ho
fa] i 78

LC Paper No. CB(2)559/08-09(18)

Practitioners Affairs

WSOCIETY

HONG KONG

'%ﬁﬁfﬁ@'

L

3/F WING ON HOUSE - 71 DES VOEUX ROAD TELEPHONE ( & £5 ) :(852) 2846 0500
CENTRAL - HONG KONG DX-009100 Central 1 FACSIMILE (1% X ) :(852)2845 0387
& P R IR b 718 EMAIL (B -?- 2B ) : sg@bklawsoc.org.hk
ARBLHE B AMIFE WEBSITE (#8® ) : wwwhklawsoc.ors.hk
DV/08/121373

CB2/PL/WS

29 December 2008

Mr. Chris Lai

for Clerk to Panel

Legislative Council Building

8 Jackson Road, Central, Hong Kong

Dear Mr, Lai,

Panel on Welfare Services
Special Meeting on 10 January 2009

Re:

I refer to your letter dated 11 December 2008 in connection with the captioned matter.

The Law Society published its Report on the Domestic Violence Ordinance ("DVO") in
December 2005 which included discussion of the topic "Who Can Apply" and" Who is
Protected" and inter alia made the following recommendation:

“Same Sex Couples

The Law Society notes that other jurisdictions, notably England and Wales, Ontario and New
Zealand provide protection for existing and former cohabitants in same sex relationships. This
issue is likely to be controversial in Hong Kong as there is no legal recognition of ‘same sex
marital relationships/parinerships'. Article 25 of the Basic Law states: "All Hong Kong residents
shall be equal before the law”.

The Law Society recommends that protection should be extended to same sex couples as
failure to do so would be discriminatory.”

The Law Society supports the proposal to amend the DVO to extend cover to cohabitants of the
same Sex.

The Law Society will not be sending any representatives to the Panel meeting on 10 January
2009.

Yours sincerely,

Qg Wy

Deputy Secretary General  Lirector of Practitioners Affairs

RWER

Heidi K.P. Chu
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