LC Paper No. CB(2)559/08-09(40)

From: Man Kit Yau
Date: Sunday, January 04, 2009
Subject:  Domestic Violence Ordinance Legislation

Dear Sir,

I refer to the news below from Apple Daily on Jan 03, 2009 concerning the
amendment of the Domestic Violence Ordinance Legislation. I would like to express
my support for the amendment that extends the protection from family to non-family
dwelling. However, there are voices in the community and the Legco that will not
support the amendment because of the Chinese translation of the term "domestic" is
% k£ for the reason that this may imply by law a homosexual couple is sort of a
family. Also, it's reported that the votes to pass the legislation is very marginal and
some of the legislators will change their stance to support the amendment after
rephrasing the term "domestic" in Chinese " ZZJi£ "to" F & "

Accordingly, may | urge you and your fellows to deliberate over such technical
revision to the amendment so that a greater consensus can be achieved in the
community and that the new ordinance can be established ASAP for a better
protection for non-family dwelling including gay couples as well as other dwellings?
The technical revision of the Chinese translation of the term "domestic” will by no
means reduce or undermine the protection of the original amendment and at the same
time gives the ordinance a more accurate Chinese name that reflect the boarder cover
it is intended to from "family" ZZJiE  to "domestic/household" ZZf&E . Your
flexibility and prompt action will be very much appreciated.

Thanks and Regards,
Yau Man Kit
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