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The Standard | 21 January 2011
P08 | Local | By Samson Lee
Show of force as exhibitors aim to clip TDC

The proposed competition law should be extended to cover statutory bodies
such as the Trade Development Council, which currently dominates the expo
industry.

The call came yesterday from the Concern Group for a Competitive Exhibition
Industry in Hong Kong. Concern Group

The group polled 1,630 respondents on the proposed law in the last two weeks
of December. Of those, 67 percent had some understanding of the proposals,
and 67.3 percent of them want statutory bodies to come under any law to
ensure a fair business environment. Group

Group chairman Michael Kwok Wing- chun said the TDC monopolizes the
exhibition industry as it has a network advantage.

“The TDC is a statutory body which represents Hong Kong. With that authority,
it has been able to set up contacts around the world to promote its business,"
Kwok said.

“"That makes it difficult for private exhibition organizers to compete with the
TDC."



Some private exhibitors also complain of being unable to rent space at the
convention and exhibition center, which is partly owned by the TDC.

The three main exhibition venues in the territory are the center in Wan Chai,
AsiaWorld-Expo in Chek Lap Kok and the Hong Kong International Trade and
Exhibition Centre in Kowloon Bay.

“The TDC doesn't really promote the exhibition industry," Kwok said.

“ltis difficult for the private exhibition sector to compete with the TDC and that
dissuades the industry from coming up with new and creative ideas. The
development of the whole industry will be affected if this continues."

The survey also found 33 percent of respondents had no idea about the
competition bill, suggesting a serious lack of publicity and public education by
the government.

The group urged the government to step up publicity and report on the progress
of the bill.

The bill was gazetted and introduced in July to the Legislative Council, which is
currently examining it.

Its objective is to prohibit and deter “*undertakings" in all sectors from adopting
abusive or any other competitive conduct that prevents, restricts and distorts
competition.





