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Political Reform—My Note to LEGCO
2010-05-04

Although the governments has posted consultation on the political reform for the
Legco election in 2012 and for the Chief Executive in 2017 during the past 4 months
and has received thousands of comments, the bottom line has not changed much from
the 2005 proposal for the 2008/2013 election cycles except that the Election
Committee for the Chief Executive (CE) is now a smaller selected group, including
some but not all elected District Council members and without demonstrating a clear
and fair way in how the Election Committee from DC membersis selected.

By transposing the democratic base of the District Council election to a selection
process among the DC members for the 5 additional functional constituency seats
only makes the publically elected district councilors 5 selected membersin the Legco
functional constituency. Without a democratic process that is open to all, it is very
likely that the dominant political parties within the 18 council districts can control all
the added seats, leaving highly qualified independent candidates without any political
affiliation out in the cold. As aresult this move can only serve the purpose of securing
more support for the government at the expense of widening the gap of democratic
participation. There is areluctant to reduce the percentage of the functional
constituency seats which often favor only the selecting groups. The recent minimum
wage discussions by a Legco member from one of the functional constituency seat has
but demonstrated a narrow self interest and the lack of concern for the general public,
less the poor and the long term socia harmony. In order to achieve universal suffrage,
at the minimum, the functional constituency seats have to be reduced step-by-step, a
position not even been mentioned by the government.

If we look at the time line of democratization of Hong Kong from the 1980’s to the
present. There has been progress in the democratization of the Legco seats, reducing
appointed seats, increasing publically elected seats which goes hand-in-hand with
increased participation by the public. Eight years from 1997 onwards, we have had
the 2005 Political Reform proposal. Now in 2010, we have yet another Political
Reform proposal which isvery similar, if not a step backward, as compare to the 2005
proposal. Time has lapsed and if the government is honest and faithful in providing



universal suffrage (of electing the CE) by 2017 and is taking such an incremental
steps towards democracy now, leaving a big gap between 2012 and 2017, would the
government’s next proposal able to take the lead for the great leap forward to meet the
2017 universal suffrage to elected the Chief Executive (CE) in 20177?

David Lai
Wan Chai District Councilor (elected)
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