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Submission to the LegCo Panel on Constitutional Affairs
for its meeting on Monday, 16 November 2009, at 2:30 pm

on the hearings of the Report of Hong Kong under International Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD)

1.  The Hong Kong Government has submitted its report to the United Nations (UN) Committee on
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (the Committee) as part of China’s report on the
implementation of ICERD in 2008. The report was considered by the Committee in August
2009. A number of local NGOs and organizations, including the Hong Kong Human Rights
Monitor, have submitted shadow reports to the Committee and participated in the consideration
of the Hong Kong Report in August 2009. After the hearings, the Committee issued its
Concluding Observations, which expressed concerns and made recommendations on a number
of issues regarding Hong Kong. The Monitor is delighted that most of the concerns raised by
NGOs were covered in the Concluding Observations.

2. The Monitor urges the Government to set up a high level central mechanism or task force to
follow up UN treaty body concluding observations and to implement various UN
recommendations.

3. The Monitor notes that there are no Chinese versions of the latest two Concluding Observations,
i.e. Concluding Observations of the Committee issued in August 2009 and the Committee
against Torture issued in November 2008, on the website of Constitutional and Mainland Affairs
Bureau. Even in the Chinese version of the paper submitted by the Administration to the Panel,
the Government was satisfied with enclosing an English version only without any Chinese
translation. Both the Committees recommended the State party to widely publicize the
Concluding Observations and other relevant materials in appropriate languages (official and
other commonly used languages).* The Monitor hereby encloses a Chinese translation provided
by the United Nations for facilitating the Panel’s work and the Government in its publicity
efforts.

4.  After the publication of the Concluding Observations, Stephen Lam, the Secretary for
Constitutional and Mainland Affairs, has refused the request of Legislator Emily Lau and NGOs
who had observed the hearings in Geneva, to hold a meeting between them to discuss follow-up
actions regarding the Concluding Observations. The Constitutional and Mainland Affairs
Bureau (CMAB) claims that there are a number of ways including Legislative Council (LegCo)
panel meetings and Human Rights Forum to hear the voices of the civil society. The Monitor
noted that the Government promised to discuss the issue in the next Human Rights Forum.
However, the Monitor also learned that the CMAB had declined to invite NGOs focusing on
refugee work to the meeting of the Forum.

5. We urge the LegCo Panel on Constitutional Affairs to have a public hearing on the Concluding
Observations and their implementation in accordance to LegCo practice.

! paragraph 15, Concluding Observations of the Committee against Torture, HKSAR, 21 November 2008 and Paragraph
38, Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 28 August 2009.
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