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Present position
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Estimated numbers of deaths/cremations from 2010 to 2029
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Estimate no. of deaths
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Estimated no. of cremations
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No. of deaths /creamtions

FHRAG=d S g 1052 500
Estimated total no. of deaths 1052 500
s N 984 100
Estimated total no. of cremations 984 100 3
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Proposed way forward and measures
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Increasing the supply of columbarium facilities to meet the overall public
demand
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Encouraging public acceptance of more environmentally friendly and
sustainable means of handling cremains
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Enhancing consumer protection in the choice of private columbaria
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Enhancing the regulation of private columbaria to ensure better handling of
non-compliant cases
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Increasmg the supply of columbarium facilities
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District-based columbarium development scheme
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Expansion of columbarium facilities in existing cemeteries
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Conversion of industrial buildings into columbarium facilities
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Encouraging the Board of Management of the Chinese Permanent
Cemetereis and religious bodies to expand their columbarium facilities
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Alternative means of handling cremains and paying
tribute to the deceased
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Gardens of Remembrance
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Scattering of cremains at sea
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Internet memorial service
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ustainable development of columbarium facilities
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Maximising the use of existing niches
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Time-limited lease
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Incentive scheme for the return of niches
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Existing regulation on private columbarium development
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Planning
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Land Administration
Building Safety
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Fire Safety
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Street Management
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Enhancing consumer protection
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Publication of information on private columbaria
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List A: Private columbaria compliant with the land lease, and the
statutory land and town planning requirements
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List B: Other private columbaria not on List A
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onsumer educatlon

En a g egulatlon of private columbaria
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In the Ionger term the Admlnlstratlon considers that a licensing scheme
should be introduced to enhance regulation of private columbaria
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Propose that the Public Health and Municipal Services Ordinance (Cap.
132) be amended to provide for the scheme to license private columbaria
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Proposed licensing authority — Director of Food and Environmental
Hygiene
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Proposed definition of “Columbaria”: premises / sites which store human
cremains at a charge and which are not built and / or operated /
maintained by the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department
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All private columbaria, pre-existing or otherwise, should be subject to the
licensing scheme, and be required to obtain a licence or temporary
exemption
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Conditions for issuing / renewing a licence
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The applicant possesses the title to the premises / site where the private columbarium is / will be
situated,

(b) EiP‘Er“ adisliial e AR~ PR s SR Do = AR R R R SRR
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Such premises / site comply / complies with all statutory requirements relating to planning, design,
structure, fire precautions, environmental hygiene and safety, and any Code of Practice that may
be published by the licensing authority under this new legislation;
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The premises / site to which the application relates are / is suitable for columbarium development
in terms of land use and that such development is permitted under the lease conditions; and
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In all the circumstances the grant of the licence is not contrary to public interest. Such public

interest considerations may include the overall supply of columbarium niches in the territory,

views from residents or bodies in the district, as well as the interest of patrons of columbaria

which came into existence before introduction of the licensing scheme.
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Arrangements for Pre—eX|st|ng Private Columbaria
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Propose that under the new licensing system, all pre-existing private columbaria would need
to produce documentary evidence to the licensing authority to apply for a licence.
Applications meeting the licensing conditions will be issued with a licence. Private
columbaria which cannot satisfy the requirements of the licensing system should apply for

temporary exemption which would allow them to continue their operation without a full
licence on a temporary basis
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The(jljeensing authority should be empowered to grant temporary exemption with stringent
conditions
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Private columbaria with temporary exemption should, during the validity period of the
temporary exemption, work towards applying for a proper licence as soon as possible
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A private columbarium that has been granted temporary exemption must freeze the number
of niches and stop further sale of niches before a proper licence is issued. 13

Publ E: Consultation
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The Food and Health Bureau to launch a full-scale public consultation
starting from today for about three months, involving the relevant
Legislative Council Panels, all District Councils, the trade and other
stakeholders
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Members of the public may forward your views and comments to the

Food and Health Bureau on or before 30 September 2010 by mail,
electronic mail or facsimile
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