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Ref.: HAB/I1/4/7 Tel No: 2835 1239

Fax No: 2591 6002

13 December 2010

Mr. Thomas WONG

Clerk to Panel on Home Affairs
Legislative Council Building

8 Jackson Road, Central

Hong Kong

Dear Mr. Wong,

Follow-up for the Panel on Home Affairs
Meeting on 11 June 2010

At the Panel meeting held on 11 June 2010, the Administration was
requested to provide the result of the survey conducted by the Census and
Statistics Department (C&SD) on enforcement of maintenance orders when
available,

2. The survey results have been released by C&SD in its Thematic
Household Survey Report No. 45 on 10 December. I enclose herewith
Chapter 8 of the report on enforcement of maintenance orders for Members’
information please. The full report is available at C&SD’s website
http://www.censtatd.gov.hk/products and services/products/publications/sta
tistical _report/social_data/index.jsp.

Yours sincerely,

—
——

( Percy Leung)
for Secretary for Home Affairs




E3l

TREMEEFHE AR

(

o T g

Thematic Household Survey

Report No. 45

Employers / Companies and Coverage of Medical |

EERVBERN
Health Status of Hong Kong Residents

BB R

Doctor Consultation

AR

Hospitalisation

BT E2IERI

Dental Consultation *

BRI R BN EA

FfE N B R B R R IR R R I
Provision of Medical Benefits by

Insurance Purchased by Individuals

BITIRRENSRIRR

Enforcement of Maintenance Order

FEARIME Satl
BREHTRE BRRIR Ca””9°’9""“' o
Census and Statistics Department

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
People’s Republic of China




‘%
{

nml
uu |

FEREMEEFH 1“
C EH L oy g

Thematic Household S_urVey |
Report No. 45 |

TR RRRERTT
Health Status of Hong Kong Residents

BRI

Doctor Consultation

AR

Hospitalisation

B2 E2nER

Dental Consultation

fEE AR PR RN T RS
B2 A R E BB R SRR R TR

Provision of Medical Benefits by Employers / Companies and Coverage of
Medical Insurance Purchased by Individuals

BTRERGTRIEN

Enforcement of Maintenance Order

BRATIRIERT - FERE
BUNRERTR -SHET R
Hebt  PEEEILAREE T AR AR LR
S © (852)2887 5103 [ERCMHE - (852) 3106 3512
BEH * thematic@censtatd. gov.hk

Enquiries about this publication can be directed to :
Social Surveys Section
Census and Statistics Department
Address : 5/F Fortress Tower, 250 King’s Road, North Point, Hong Kong, China.
Tel. : (852) 2887 5103 Fax : (852) 3106 3512
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Introduction

8.1 Within each enumerated household, all
persons aged 16 and over who had divorced /
separated were interviewed for the purpose of the
survey on enforcement of maintenance order.

8.2 In this survey, the target respondents -
were asked whether they had applied / intended to
apply for a maintenance order from the court and
if not, the reasons for not doing so, including
whether they had an agreement in private with
their ex-spouse that the latter would provide them
with maintenance (hereafter referred to as
“maintenance  agreement™). For those
respondents who either had successfully obtained
a maintenance order or had a maintenance
agreement with their ex-spouse, they were asked
whether they had received the maintenance
payment in full and if not, whether they had taken
any legal action to recover the arrears of
maintenance.

Concepts and definition

83 For the purpose of this survey, “divorced
/ separated persons” referred to persons aged 16
and over who had divorced / separated, regardless
of whether they had re-married at the time of
enumeration.

Major findings of the survey

84 It was estimated that some 256 300
persons aged 16 and over had divorced / separated
at the time of enumeration, constituting 4.5% of
all persons aged 16 and over in Hong Kong. An
overview of the number of divorced / separated
persons analysed by their status of application for
a maintenance order and whether they had a
maintenance agreement with their ex-spouse was
presented below.,

Thematic Household Survey Report No. 45
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FREBEE / SEAL

All divorced / separated persons

256 300
(100.0%)
| | |
EHREERES ITEHERES BRI TE
Had applied for a Intended to apply FHERIE R
maintenance order for a maintenance Had neither applied nor
50 500 order intended to apply for
(19.7%) 11 200 a maintenance order
(4.4%) 194 600
(75.5%)
| | | | I
REFBE RAGELTERY E TR k(i 2] R ER A
Results not RS BEEa REREGE IBEERS
vet known Unsuccessful in -~ Successful in Had a maintenance Had no maintenance
7 400 obtaining a obtaining a agreement with agreement with
(2.9%) maintenance maintenance exX-spouse ex-spouse
order order 12 700 181 900
2600 40 600 (5.0%) (71.0%Y
(1.0%) (15.8%)
| |
FHATRCAER L HithZzHE
g Other arrangements
Ex-spouse to provide 10 700
maintenance {4.2%)
2 000
(0.8%)

AR ERNNETETERERE / SBEALTAASNEAT -

Note

: Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all divorced / separated persons.

HEHR / fTHERESY

8.5 TERY 256 300 LHERs / AL -
50500 N(9.7%)EREERFGEES M
11 200 A(4.4%)A0FTE RS « AIRIRES /1 4>
FEAE(194 600 ATE 75.9%)EXERSFHAFTE
ALY - (HS8.1 k&S

SR RS s

Whether had applied / intended to apply
for a maintenance order '

8.5 Of the 256300 divorced / separated
persons, 50500 (19.7%) had applied for a
maintenance order from the court while 11 200
(4.4%) intended to do so. The majority (194 600
persons or 75.9%) of the divorced / separated
persons had neither applied nor intended to apply
for a maintenance order.

(Chart 8.1 and Table 8.1)
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8.6 R HHEE / FIEFRH
FER S ARG =1 1 BT
| MEANLEPES  E28.2% - HAB+AES
T IUBE(27.4%) B TS+ H B H +MH R A BEE /
SREATQR57%) - (E8.1)

8.7 FEBMRER / A ALE  FEEAT
HHFERONESLE 4.7% - BRI
TEEEAEEG83%)RE - (GRE.D)

H LI B E NG R 53 Wt
Hisa A FT B i B 5 H R R — 4
S

8.8 FER% 194 600 L REMEHEH A FTHE RS
WRETRIRELE / AL 45 2000 AFTR
A SRS PR R B B (AR e A A (R £t
IREE - EFNER THT 192 500 F3%H BEATEEST
ket e N w G ER G s g e
BHEERGE P NRUWERZ T8
TR 1 (155% 192 500 AFY 59.3%) - HAERE
& T RRBA TR RS | (16.5%)5 "Hi
FofRiRAEDSIITIEEE 1 (10.8%) - (k82)

FREMEE P R RN AR
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Age and sex

8.6 Analysed by age group, the percentage
of those divorced / separated persons who had
applied / intended to apply for a maintenance
order was the highest among those aged 35-44, at
28.2%. This was followed by divorced /
separated persons aged 16-34 (27.4%) and those
aged 45-534 (25.7%). (Table 8.1)

8.7 The percentage of male divorced /
separated persons who had applied / intended to
apply for a maintenance order was 4.7%,
significantly lower than that of their female
counterpart (38.3%). (Table 8.1)

Whether had a maintenance agreement with
the ex-spouse, further analysed by reason
Jor not applying nor intending to apply for
a maintenance order

8.8 Of the 194 600 divorced / separated
persons who had neither applied nor intended to
apply for a maintenance order, around 2 000
persons reported that they already had a
maintenance agreement with their ex-spouse that
the ex-spouse would provide maintenance. For
the remaining some 192 500 persons who did not
have such agreement with their ex-spouse nor
intend to apply for a maintenance order, the most
comumonly cited reason for not doing so was “no
such need” (cited by 59.3% of those 192 500
persons). Other reasons included “opined that
men should not receive maintenance” (16.5%) and
“the ex-spouse was unable to pay maintenance”
(10.8%). (Table 8.2)

Thematic Household Survey Report No. 45
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R

8.10  7FE%Z 50500 LAHHFHIRR-SHIBEN /
AREANLHF » KERA80.3%) BT RS
M S1%RIKEER I EIERE S - ERHE
14.6% A\ THYRGFHIMRERER - (F£8.3)

811 HEEREPFEEESERNALS L
HEEE | S EATEShHELE RS RE
94.3% » B MERIEIELLER(86.9%) B -

(72 8.3)

RS HTER

812 METEAERERIER G 42 600 LS /
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8.9 Analysed by sex, the most commonly
reasons cited by male divorced / separated persons
for not applying nor intending to apply for a
maintenance order were “no such need” (cited by
59.0% of the male divorced / separated persons
who had neither applied nor intended to apply for
a maintenance order and did not have a
maintenance agreement with their ex-spouse) and
“opined that men should not receive maintenance”
(30.9%). The most commonly reasons cited by
their female counterpart for not applying nor
intending to apply for a maintenance order were
“no such need” (cited by 59.6% of the persons
concerned), followed by “the ex-spouse was
unable to pay maintenance”™(18.9%), and
“believed that the ex-spouse would not pay
maintenance” {9.1%) (Table 8.2)
Whether successful in
maintenance order

obfaining a

8.10 Of those 50500 divorced / separated
persons who had applied for a maintenance order,
the majority (80.3%) were successful in obtaining
the order while 5.1% were not successful. For
the remaining 14.6%, the results of their
applications were not yet known. (Table 8.3)

8.11 Among those who had already known
the results of their applications for a maintenance
order, the success rate for female divorced /
separated persons was 94.3%, which was higher
than their male counterpart (86.9%). (Table 8.3)

Enforcement of maintenance order

8.12 The survey results showed that 42 600
divorced / separated persons could receive
maintenance, including 40 600 persons who had
successfully obtained a maintenance order and
2 000 persons who had a maintenance agreement
with their ex-spouse. (Table 8.3)
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8.14  TEE% 25400 LHEE / ABALH B
53.5%(E 13 600 A)FonE 2 BUEERE
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BEOH - (E82EES84

B LI T R TR E A E RSt
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HUBELE / SrEALH - U 2500 A(20.8%)R
I TR TERE N R B R0 AR 9300 A
(79 2%) AR F IR TE) -

(B 8.2 B3 8.5)

BRI AT AR T
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AR] 44.3%) - HtFRBEIE " REFEEAY
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Mode of maintenance payment

8.13 Excluding the 17300 divorced /
separated persons whe had received nominal
maintenance of $1 from their ex-spouse, the
majority (91.9%) of the remaining 25400
divorced / separated persons who could receive
maintenance had their maintenance settled by
periodic payments while 8.1% by a lump sum
payment. (Table 8.4)

Whether had received maintenance payment

in full

8.14 Among those 25400 divorced /
separated persons, 53.5% (or 13 600 persons)
reported that they had received the maintenance
payment in full while 46.5% (or 11 800 persons)
reported the opposite. (Chart 8.2 and Table 8.4)

Whether had taken any legal action to
recover the arrears of maintenance

8.15 For those 11 800 divorced / separated
persons who had not received maintenance
payment in full, only 2 500 (20.8%) had taken
legal action to recover the arrears of maintenance
while the remaining 9 300 persons (79.2%) had

not. (Chart 8.2 and Table 8.5)
Reason for not taking any legal action
8.16 For those 9300 divorced / separated

persons who had not taken any legal action, the
most commonly cited reason for not doing so was
“the ex-spouse was unable to pay maintenance”
(accounting for 44.3% of those 9 300 persons).
Other reasons included “believed that the
ex-spouse would not pay maintenance” (24.2%),
“unable to contact the ex-spouse” (21.3%) and
“application procedures for legal proceedings too
complicated” (11.7%). (Table 8.5)

Thematic Household Survey Report No. 45
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I 8.1 ZEEHE | THTTRRREE | SRALNEA S

Chart 8.1 Percentage distribution of divorced / separated persons by whether had
applied / intended to apply for a maintenance order

FIRAFER
Intended to apply for a
maintenance order
4.4%

FrERRY
Had applied for a
maintenance order
19.7%

BRI T

FHFER RS
Had neither applied nor

intended to apply for a
maintenance order
75.9%
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8.2 R AT 2 B e R B R B S U L A A e T B S i R Rk
TR R RERRREE [ SR ATE S A
Chart 8.2 Percentage distribution of divorced / separated persons who could receive
maintenance* by whether had received maintenance payment in full and
whether had taken any legal action to recover the arrears of maintenance
EOHRIUE R TE)
G CERETRREZE . R IR R
Whether had received Whether had taken any legal action
maintenance payment in full to recover the arrears of maintenance
5]
. Yes
___________________ (20.8%)
= &
Yes [ No
53.5% ¥ 46.5% “wH
No
(79:2%)
HE  * FEERERNNATREE - THRERE Notes: * Excluding those divorced / separated
RIS / 7B AL - persons whe received nominal maintenance
of $1 from their ex-spouse.
}E%Wéﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁ FEER B HTEE Figures in brackets represent the percentages
BETIENEE / AR A TDA(EHE S in respect of all divorced / separated persons
b - wheo had not received maintenance payment in

full.
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#8.1 HEEly | BRIRERERE [ ITHARR B NEES / ARATEE
Table8.1 Divorced / separated persons by age / sex and whether had applied /
intended to apply for a maintenance order

HEFE | FTHAHEES

Whether had applied / intended to apply for a maintenance order

RS
EHE /| fTEHRE WAFTE R
Had applied / intended o  Had neither applied nor et
apply intended to apply Total
ABL AB ABL
No. of No. of No. of

FEsRER / Rl persons B4tk persons Bath persons  H4rEh
Age group / Sex (000) % ('000) % ('000) %
AR
Age group

16-34 3.3 27.4 8.8 72.6 12.1 100.0

35-44 17.4 28.2 44 4 71.8 61.8 100.0

45-54 | 245 257 70.7 743 95.2 100.0

255 16.5 18.9 70.7 81.1 87.2 100.0
R
Sex

5B 5.2 4.7 103.4 95.3 108.5 " 100.0

Male .

gy 56.6 383 91.2 61.7 147.7 100.0

Female
= 61.7 24.1 194.6 75.9 256.3 100.0
Overall
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#8.2 %ﬁﬁu&%ﬂ$ﬁﬁ$ﬂﬁ$%%%%%ﬁ@ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%&$Hﬁ
AEANEE

FH R R R T B /

Table 8.2 Divorced / separated persons who had neither applied nor intended to apply
for a maintenance order* by reason for not applying nor intending to apply

for a maintenance order and sex

5 © =111
Male Female Overall
ANEL ANEL AE
FRfEEE ‘HZTEFT BHHFERESHNER No. of No. of No. of

Reason for not applying nor intending to apply for persons 4>kt persons BH4[L persons BH43Lh

IR AT ARGEE - 169 -

Notes : *

a maintenance orde {'000) % ('000) % ('000) %
BERE 60.8  59.0 533 596 1142 593
No such need
T B T TR R ' 319 309 § § 3.9 165
Opined that men should not receive maintenance
RIACAEREE S IR 3.9 3.8 169 189 208 108
- The ex-spouse was unable to pay maintenance

RECHHE AT 3.6 34 5.4 6.0 5.0 4.6
Unable to contact the ex-spouse ‘ ‘
RRAITETE IR ERE § § 8.1 9.1 8.9 4.6
Believed that the ex-spouse would not pay

maintenance
BRI R 33 3.2 5.6 6.3 8.9 4.6
Had better financial condition than the ex-spouse ' '
SRR ERAERBRTHA 4.2 4.1 2.1 23 6.3 3.3
Both parties agreed not to require each other to

provide maintenance
FHth 5.0 4.9 52 5.8 10.2 5.3
Others
Mt 103.1 1000  89.4 1000 1925  100.0
Total
HE ¢ FeREpiEEER R REaE Excluding those divorced / separated

persons who had a maintenance agreement
with the ex-spouse that the ex-spouse
would provide maintenance (around 2 000
persons).

Muttiple answers were allowed.
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#83  HEERIEDGERSRAERIBINETRER SRS / ABATRE

Table 8.3 Divorced / separated persons who had applied for a maintenance order by
whether had successfully obtained a maintenance order and sex

Z =tis
Male Female Overall
ABL ABL AE
ESRIHEDNEES No. of No. of No. of
Whether had successfully obtained persons H4rfbk  persons H4EE  persons B4tk
a maintenance order ('000) % {('000) % ('000) %
z 1.5 55.3 39.1 81.7 40.6 80.3
Yes (86.9) (94.3) (94.0)
= § § 2.4 5.0 2.6 5.1
No ) (5.7) (6.0)
AR ' 1.0 36.4 6.4 13.3 7.4 14.6
Results not yet known :
RGtT ' 2.7 100.0 47.9 100.0 505  100.0
Total
AR ERANNEE T EEERE NS Note : Figures in brackets represent the percentages in
FREH T BRI H CAE AR AT HEE respect of all divorced / separated persons in
! BN EEE S - the respective sex groups who had applied for a
maintenance order and had already known the
results of their application.
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R84 Eﬁﬁiﬁi{i@% [ REC2BIER RS RE Y B R R

B/ aEA

Table 8.4 Divorced / separated persons who could receive maintenance* by mode of
maintenance payment / whether had received maintenance payment in full

MERET AR

BB EZHNE BB E

Mode of maintenance payment

Whether had received maintenance payment

in full

AE
No. of persons B4

BERESA AN

Mode of maintenance payment

LAe 375 =
Periodic payments

PA—ZR5a 5 5B
Lump sum payment

EOERBIREE RIS
Whether had received maintenance payment
in full

yis
Yes
&
No

st
Total

('000) %

233 91.9

2.1 8.1

13.6 53.5

11.8 46.5

254 100.0

A IS 17300 RSB RERTEE—TT
RURR RV / 2EAL -

TR AT AR EE

- 171 -

Note: * Excluding 17300 divorced / separatéd
persons who received nominal maintenance
of $1 from their ex-spouse.
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&85 HHRRNEH ISR TEEN RRE AR » DRSS TERY
- FEENRRESERERERSEES /| SR ATEE
Table 8.5 Divorced / separated persons who had not received maintenance payment in
full by whether had taken any legal actions to recover the arrears of
maintenance, further analysed by reason for not taking any legal actions

- RS AR TENE AR R R /

KRR TEIR I
Whether had taken any legal actions to recover AB
the arrears of maintenance No. of persons [=Payr
Reason for not taking any legal actions® ‘ {'000) %
=1 2.5 20.8
Yes
| wat : 9.3 79.2
No*
FUEC s SR 4.1 (44.3)
The ex-spouse was unable to pay maintenance
BRI T B TR 2.3 {24.2)

Believed that the ex-spouse would not pay
maintenance

REEBSFIIE 2.0 (21.3)
Unable to contact the ex-spouse
F A aibr et TN S LI (11.7)

Application procedures for legal proceedings
too complicated

FHth 2.2 (24.0)
Others
sEEt 11.8 100.0
Total
R Y IEESEEK. Notes: * Multiple answers were allowed.
BN ER TR AT RBT AT Figures in brackets represent the percentages
HTHENRRE NS / 2BAL in respect of all divorced / separated persons
PTG E 2 - who had not taken any legal action to recover

the arrears of maintenance.
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