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15 November 2009

Hon. Miriam Lau

Chair

SubCommittee on Matters Relating to Railways, Panel on Transport
Legislative Council

panel te@legco.gov.hk <mailto:panel t@legco.gov.hk>

Dear Hon. Ms. Lau,

*Subject: Request for Information and Further Hearing*

Further to our letter dated 10 November 2009, we are still awaiting
Government's response to the questions raised, which were related to the
Government paper tabled at your Subcommittee meeting on November 6.

Due to the complexity of the issues, we would like to iterate our
request for a presentation at your next Railway Subcommittee meeting, so
that we can offer Legco members a chance to hear our comprehensive
response to Government comments.

We also attach here for your attention a press statement and two
technical reports released by us on 15 November, 2009. We trust these
are relevant to your members' deliberation on the issue, and hence we
hope that they can be distributed to all your members prior to the

Subcommittee meeting on Nov 16 morning.

Yours sincerely,

Albert Lai

Chairman, The Professional Commons

cc. All members of the Legislative Council
Attachments:
Annex I: Press Statement by Express Rail Expert Group on 15 Nov 2009
Annex II: Technical Document on Airport Railway Capacity, Express Rail

Expert Group
Annex III: Technical Document on and Resumption and Construction Cost
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Press Statement
Nov 15, 2009

Express Rail on track to repeat Airport Railway wastage
Expert Group ready to assist Legco in Independent Review

It was recently discovered that the Airport Railway has a platform of 220,000
square feet lying idle for 12 years at its Hong Kong Station, under a prime site in
Central. The patronage of the Airport Express has remained practically
unchanged since its opening. The current daily passenger volume of around
29,000 is less than 40% of the forecast volume of 75,000 by 2011. The Airport
Railway cost $35 billion to build. On a pro rata basis, about $20 billion of railway
asset has been laid waste — a fact that the Government has never fully explained
to Legco or the public.

The Express Rail Expert Group pointed out today that since the Airport Railway
went into operation in 1998, the passenger volume of Chep Lap Kok Airport had
risen by 50%. Yet there has been practically no increase in patronage for the
Airport Express. If the Government goes ahead with its plan for Express Rail,
passenger flows will be concentrated in West Kowloon and it is likely that this
$20 billion asset will continue to remain idle. At the same time, Hong Kong
people will continue to pay higher fares to prop up the profit level of MTRC. The
public will become the biggest victim of Government’s planning errors.

In order to fully utilize the excess capacity of the Airport Railway, the Expert
Group has proposed an Integrated Option which comprises the construction of a
spur line from Kam Sheung Road to connect to the Airport Railway at Tsing Yi
(called the Island Express line). In future, passengers from Hong Kong and
Kowloon, when using the Kam Sheung Road Express Rail Terminus, will enjoy
the same level of convenience as they use the Chep Lap Kok Airport.

The Expert Group released today two technical documents to refute the
accusations of the Government at the Legco meeting on November 6. The
documents explain in detail why the Island Express is not only technically
feasible, but also it can accommodate at the same time an 80% increase in
carrying capacity for the Airport Express over the present, and a 60% increase
for the Tung Chung Line. These increases are fully adequate to cope with future
demands. The Expert Group also tabled two documents which were submitted by
Government to Legco in early 1990s. The documents showed that the maximum
capacity of the Airport Railway was 40 trains an hour, in contradiction to the
Government claim of 32 trains an hour at the Nov 6™ Legco meeting.

Another document released by the Expert Group set out a full analysis on
construction cost and land resumption. The Expert Group regrets that
Government has made a distorted claim at the Legco meeting, arguing that Kam



Tin River and Route 3 would need be diverted under the Integrated Option,
hence jetting up the construction cost and land resumption requirements. The
Expert Group maintains its estimate of $25 billion for the railway infrastructure,
and $2 billion for roadworks under the Integrated Option.

Ir Ronald Taylor, a member of the Expert Group and an experienced railway
engineer, commented, “The Integrated Option can save at least $30 billion from
the Government Option of $65.2 billion because it is able to fully utilize the
reserve capacity of the Airport Railway. Even if we recognise the Government’s
distorted estimate of $43 billion for the Integrated Option, we are also able to
save $22 billion which is a substantial amount by any count.”

Mr George Cautherley, Treasurer of the Professional Commons, pointed out,
“We support building the Express Rail but this is a huge investment. Seeking
truth from facts — an independent review is of vital importance to the community.
The Professional Commons is willing to provide all possible assistance, including
technical and funding support, to enable Legco to appoint an independent
consultant for impartial assessment of the options. If Legco casually gives up the
chance for saving tens of billions of public money for the excuse of a two-month
delay, it will have failed in shouldering its minimum responsibilities.”

Since the Government has so far refused to disclose the feasibility study reports
and the economic analyses of the Express Railway project, the Professional
Commons has filed a formal complaint to the Ombusdman last Friday. The
complaint alleged that the Transport and Housing Bureau had violated the
Access to Information Code by not releasing information within the specified
dealines. On one hand the Bureau kept delaying disclosing information to the
public, and on the other hand it urged Legco to speed up funding approval to the
project. This has not only deprived the people its right to informed debate, but
also laid bare its attempt to turn Legco into a rubber stamp.

Annex I: List of Possible Organisations with Experience who could conduct independent
reviews for Legco

Annex IlI: Technical Document on “Airport Railway Capacity”, Express Rail Expert
Group

Annex 111” Technical Document on “Land Resumption and Construction Cost Estimates”,
Express Rail Expert Group
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Annex I: List of Possible Organisations with Experience who could conduct independent
reviews for Legco

France — SNCF (French Railways)

Japan - Japan Railways Group (Operator of the Shinkansen high-speed rail system)
Australia — Queensland railways (Comprehensive railway operator)

Germany - Deutsche Bahn (Operator of German Railway system)
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Express Rail Link Hong Kong Island Totals
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