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Purpose
This paper seeks Members' views on the proposed duty visit to the World
Exposition 2010 Shanghai China ("Shanghai Expo") by a delegation of Members of
the Legislative Council ("LegCo") to be led by the President in response to an
invitation of the Shanghai Municipal People's Government.

Background
Shanghai Expo
2.
The Shanghai Expo will be held in Shanghai from 1 May to 31 October
2010 under the theme of "Better City Better Life"1. The Government of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) participates in the event by
constructing a stand-alone Hong Kong Pavilion ("HK Pavilion"), participating in
the Urban Best Practices Area Exhibition, and organizing a series of related
activities such as Hong Kong week, parades and cultural performances.
3.
On 9 May 2008, noting the support of the Panel on Commerce and Industry
("CI Panel"), the Finance Committee ("FC") accepted in principle the financial
implications of supporting HKSAR's participation in the Shanghai Expo. On 6
June 2008, FC approved a commitment of $145.40 million for the design and
construction of the HK Pavilion. On 14 July 2008, FC further approved a
non-recurrent commitment of $201 million to meet the expenditure required for
operating the HK Pavilion, the design and implementation of Hong Kong's
1

The five sub-themes are: blending of diverse cultures in the city; economic prosperity in the city;
innovation of science and technology in the city; remodeling of urban communities; and rural-urban
interaction.

- 2

-

Urban Best Practices Area Exhibition and for organizing various activities and
events associated with Hong Kong's participation in the Shanghai Expo.
Proposed duty visit
4.
At the House Committee meeting on 12 March 2010, Members noted that
the President of LegCo had initiated a duty visit to the Shanghai Expo and agreed
that the CI Panel should come up with its initial views on the proposed visit for the
House Committee to consider at a special meeting to be held on 23 March 2010.
Members attending the meeting of the CI Panel on 16 March 2010 expressed
support for LegCo Members to conduct a duty visit to the Shanghai Expo. Views
of Members on the timing and duration of the visit, itinerary and places to be
visited as well as logistical arrangements were summarized in a paper for the House
Committee vide LC Paper No. CB(1)1431/09-10 issued on 22 March 2010.
5.
At the special House Committee meeting on 23 March 2010, Members
expressed support for the CI Panel's suggestions on the proposed visit. Members
agreed that the visit should take place as early as practicable in May 2010, and
where possible, Members should be able to attend the opening ceremony of the
Shanghai Expo on 1 May 2010. On the duration of the duty visit, Members
agreed that to avoid clashing with other Council business, the visit could take place
during a weekend and last for about three to four days. Members also agreed that
the LegCo delegation should travel by the Express Rail Link on the Mainland en
route. The itinerary should focus on the Shanghai Expo, including the HK
Pavilion, the China Pavilion, the Urban Best Practices Area Exhibition, and other
major highlights featured in the pavilions of other participating countries/places at
the Shanghai Expo. Noting that visits to the Mainland would only materialize
upon invitation by the Mainland authorities, the House Committee agreed that
Members' views in relation to the proposed visit should be relayed to the Liaison
Office of the Central People's Government in the HKSAR ("Liaison Office")
through the President of LegCo.
6.
Subsequent to the House Committee meeting, the President wrote to the
Director of the Liaison Office conveying Members' views on the proposed visit.
A reply was received from the Director of the Liaison Office on 31 March 2010.
With the concurrence of the Chairman of the House Committee, the two letters
were issued to Members vide LC Paper No. CB(1)1480/09-10 on 1 April 2010, and
attached in Appendices I and II.

Proposed visit to the Shanghai Expo
7.
According to the letter from the Director of the Liaison Office, the
Shanghai Municipal People's Government welcomes the President of LegCo to lead
all Members of the Legislative Council to visit the Shanghai Expo from 8 to 10
May 2010. The Ministry of Railways also welcomes the LegCo delegation to take
the Wuhan-Guangzhou Express Rail Link. The Secretariat has since then been in
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close contact with the Shanghai authorities and the Liaison Office on the visit
programme and the logistical arrangements.
Itinerary and places to be visited
Hong Kong to Wuhan and Shanghai on 8 May 2010
8.
Under the current plan, the delegation will take the Express Rail Link from
Guangzhou to Wuhan at 11:10 am and take the 6:35 pm flight from Wuhan to
Shanghai on 8 May 2010. To ensure Members could reach Guangzhou South
Railway Station on time and to avoid the heavy traffic in Guangzhou city centre,
Members will depart the LegCo Building at about 7 am and take ferry from the
Hong Kong-Macau Ferry Terminal to Guangzhou Nansha Port, followed by coach
to Guangzhou South Railway Station. During the journey from Guangzhou to
Wuhan, relevant experts from the Ministry of Railways will brief Members on the
operation of the Express Rail Link and its development in the Mainland.
Afterwards, Members will take direct flight from Wuhan to Shanghai at 6:35 pm.
Visit to the Shanghai Expo on 9 and 10 May 2010
9.
Members will have two full days in the Shanghai Expo, which is divided
into two regions: the Pavilions region in Pudong and the Urban Best Practices
Display Area region in Puxi. The delegation will visit the China Pavilion, the HK
Pavilion, and the Theme Pavilions, as well as Pavilions of countries such as USA,
United Kingdom and Japan on 9 May 2010. Visit to the Urban Best Practices
Area where Hong Kong exhibits smart card technology and the effect of technology
on everyday city life will take place on 10 May 2010. Subject to availability of
time and confirmation by the relevant countries, a number of other pavilions may
be included in the programme. The delegation will return to Hong Kong from
Shanghai by air at 7:35 pm on 10 May 2010.
Media arrangements for the visit
10.
Arrangement will also be made to enable press members on a self-paying
basis to accompany the delegation throughout the visit. The maximum number of
media representatives from each news organization covering the event is limited to
three representatives for TV station (including one reporter, one cameraman and
one technician) and one representative for each newspaper and radio station. The
Public Information Division will liaise directly with media organizations on the
detailed arrangements.
Financial arrangement
11.
In accordance with the mechanism for handling Members' visits outside
Hong Kong in response to invitations which was endorsed by the House Committee
on 11 December 2009, visits related to LegCo business will be charged to
individual Members' overseas duty visit ("ODV") accounts. A tentative estimate
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of the expenditure for the 3-day visit is about $9,500 per person, which is
calculated according to the standard rates of subsistence allowance applicable to
civil servants on duty visits to the city concerned and airfare at economy class rate.
Subject to the House Committee's endorsement of the proposed visit, expenses
relating to this visit will be charged to individual Members' ODV accounts.

Advice sought
12.
Members are invited to consider whether to accept the invitation for the
proposed visit and whether the expenditure of the visit should be charged to
individual Members' ODV accounts.

Legislative Council Secretariat
8 April 2010
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