Appendix 2.6

Verbatim transcript of the press conference
called by Hon Albert HO on 4 October 2009
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Mr. HO, when you saw this lady, did she or did she not tell you that Mr.
KAM sexually harassed her, and that she had reported sexual advancement?

HELCHS -

I must make it quite clear at the start that when the lady made the complaint
to......She specified in quite clear terms that the complaint was made on the
confidential basis. Mainly she expected that the Chairperson and the Deputy
Chairperson, namely myself and Emily LAU, would handle the matter
impartially and seriously, and she would be contented that the matter was to be
handled within the Party machinery.

After that, we had explained to her that the matter would probably......you
know, apart from.....you know......responding to certain specific request she
made to us, we also mentioned that the matter might have to be investigated by
our Disciplinary Committee. And that, Mr Kam might have to report or account
directly to our Central Committee. She is contented with that up to now, she
accepted that this is the way we handle the matter but she......you know, up to
today, we still kept in contact with her. She said that she would like the matter
to be handled by the Democratic Party. Having said that, I am fully aware that
the lady is very familiar with all the different channels and the procedures for
making complaints. So, if she would like to choose to ventilate her complaint
elsewhere, she would certainly have no hesitation to do it.

L& -

But did she say to you whether she was sexually harassed?
ElrC#s -

Now, I would like to mention......
L& -

Not to ...... Now, the whole ......
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WELC#HR -

...... but as she mentioned to us that the complaint was made directly to us
and should be confined to be handled by our Party itself, in other words, she
would not like us to divulge what she said to us in the complaint. I reconfirm to
Emily Lau with her whether or not this is our understanding that mainly that the
contents of her complaint should be kept within the Party and should not be
divulged to the public. She confirmed that this is the correct understanding.

B

WELCHE -

In order to make sure that this duty of confidentiality is overriding duty, I
have sought legal advice from my Party’s legal adviser. I have also sought
confirmative advice from the Hong Kong Human Rights Monitor. The legal
advice I got......you know, from my adviser and the Human Rights Monitor is
that we must respect the privacy of the complainant, and hence the duty of
confidentiality should prevail.

B

One last question. What happens if the complaint is substantiated? What
will happen to Mr. Kam?

WELCHE -

I would not like to answer your question on such hypothetical situation.
Obviously, much would depend on the outcome of the complaint and I would not
rule out any serious consequence. Of course, you would know what will be the
consequence for a public officer, like a legislator. So, much would depend on
the outcome of the investigation and I will assure you that the investigation
would be conducted in an impartial and very serious manner. It would be fully
accounted to the complaint.

L& -
Might he be asked to step down?
HELCHS -

We would not rule out any possibility. I can only assure you that the
investigation would be conducted in a very impartial manner.
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FELE -
Are you making the findings publicly?
ELC#HS -

As I have said, we have to respect the wish of the complainant. If at the
end of the day, she still insists that the report should be kept confidential, maybe
we have no option. But of course it's entirely a matter that we may have to seek
her consent and agreement. But having said that, you know, we would certainly
have to conduct a...... most impartial manner and then make sure that the result
would be accountable to her, to her satisfaction.

FLE
So it's a possibility that we may never know what happened.
HELC#ES -

Well, as I have said, we would discuss within our Central Committee to see
how we can......result......you know......result...... is honouring our pledge to her
to keep the matter within confidential, we can still, you know, make sure, make
the matter accountable, in the form that is acceptable to her.

BB ELE
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