(Trandation)

Motion on
“Promoting the development of fishing activities’
moved by Hon WONG Yung-kan
at the L egislative Council meeting commencing
on Wednesday, 3 February 2010

Wording of the Motion

That, as fishing is both a sport and a leisure activity, which has the
characteristics of having diversified ways of participation and being suitable for
people of various age groups, it has attracted many enthusiasts; and the rapid
development of fishing-related industries has caused governments worldwide
to formulate policies to develop local fishing activities; Hong Kong, being
surrounded by the sea and with convenient transport, has the advantages for
developing fishing activities, and the number of fishing enthusiasts has also
continued to increase in recent years, yet due to the lack of appropriate policies,
the development of fishing activities in Hong Kong is subject to many
restrictions; as such, this Council urges the Government to formulate effective
measures to promote the development of fishing activities in Hong Kong,
which include:

(@) torelax the existing restrictions on angling at fish rafts and fish ponds, so
that the operators can provide more diversified services to cater for the
needs of the public;

(b) to relax the existing restrictions on passenger capacity of fishing vessels
and, provided that safety standards are met, allow fishermen to operate an
additional business of carrying passengersto go angling at sea;

(c) to organize systematic training courses and set up a knowledge bank, so
that fishing enthusiasts have the opportunities to acquire the knowledge of
fishing skills, safety management and marine conservation, etc.;

(d) to step up publicity on reservoir angling and provide more comprehensive
facilities to attract more members of the public as well as tourists to
engage in such leisure activity;

(e) to provide additional resources to improve the conservation of marine
resources, enhance the environment of the harbourfront, and increase
facilities and safety equipment which are conducive to fishing activities,
so asto facilitate fishing enthusiasts to enjoy angling on shore;



(f) to encourage and assist in the organization of local and international
fishing competitions to promote fishing activities, and to promote the
beautiful coastal environment of Hong Kong to other places,

(g) to study the establishment of a fishing licensing system with a view to
striking a balance between the conservation of marine resources and
promotion of the sustainable development of fishing activities; and

(h) to study co-operating with the Pearl River Delta region to achieve better
development and conservation of the entire waters, so as to facilitate the
development of fishing activities.



