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Introduction
As a good document design will aid in clearer communication, the Law
Drafting Division of the Department of Justice have been reviewing the format
and visual aspects of our legislation. We have examined the design of
legislation in other common law jurisdictions and also considered the
possibilities now available to us with new word processing and printing
technology. The outcome is that we propose to make changes to the format
and visual design of our legislation to make it more user-friendly and attractive.
Samples of a mock-up copy of a Gazette version of a bill for a new Ordinance
and of an amending bill, printed in the proposed new format, are attached for
Members’ information.
Some Features of the Changes Proposed
2.
Font size of alphabets – a larger font size (11 point) will be used for the
main texts. The font sizes for other parts of draft legislation will be adjusted.
In particular, to reflect the organizational hierarchy of a draft, the font size of
Part headings will be larger than that of Division headings, which will be larger
than that of Subdivision headings.
3.
Line spacing – line spacing between paragraphs will be increased
slightly.
4.
Indentation – the current out-denting of the text of sections will be
discontinued. The text will be indented to align with the section headings.
This will leave all section numbers in section headings and subsection numbers
(if any) standing out from the general text.
5.
The amending provisions will be restructured so that the reader can spot
the amendments more readily. There will be an operative provision (please
see clause 2 of the Air Pollution Control (Amendment) Bill 2008 in the
Attachment), and the relevant amendments are set out more distinctly as shown,
for example, in clause 3 of the bill.
6.

The headers of pages will be separated from the main text by a
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continuous line. The title of the document will be shown on every page, and
so will be the number of the first clause starting in that page. The number of
the relevant Part, Division, Subdivision or Schedule will also be shown in the
header where appropriate. This may help the reader to identify the location of
the text in question, particularly in long bills having a few layers of
organization.
7.
There will be a separator (a line in the centre of a page) immediately
following the end of a bill (before its explanatory memorandum), Part or
Schedule. Every Part (except Part 1), Schedule and explanatory memorandum
will start on a fresh page.
8.
Definitions – defined terms in definition sections will no longer be set in
double quotes; instead, they will be italicized and set in bold type. The
existing practice of them being followed by their equivalents in the other
official language will not be changed.
9.

Corresponding changes will be made to the Chinese text.

10. The proposed changes will assist the reader to identify the location of and
relationship between provisions more easily. The changes also aim at reducing
eye strain by a better deployment of blank space and the use of a larger font.
There may be further fine tuning and it is expected that the new document
design and the style changes associated with it will play a key role in
modernizing the appearance of our legislation.
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