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Legislative Council Panel on Education

Matters Relating to Education under the
Framework Agreement on Hong Kong/Guangdong Co-operation

Purpose

This paper briefs members on the specific measures on education under
the Framework Agreement on Hong Kong/Guangdong Co-operation (the
Framework Agreement) and the existing co-operation on education between
Hong Kong and Guangdong Province.

Background

2. The National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC)
promulgated in January 2009 the “Outline of the Plan for the Reform and
Development of the Pearl River Delta (PRD)” (the Outline), which elevates the
development of the PRD region to the strategic level of national development,
specifying Hong Kong/Guangdong co-operation as a national policy.

3. During their meeting in Beijing in March 2009, the Chief Executive of
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) and the Party
Secretary of Guangdong Province reached important consensus on the work
relating to deepening Hong Kong/Guangdong co-operation. One of the
important tasks was the joint formulation of the Framework Agreement, which
would become an official agreement between the two governments.

4. In the past year, Hong Kong and Guangdong forged ahead with the
formulation of the Framework Agreement. Bureaux and departments of the
HKSAR Government and the Guangdong Provincial Government held many
rounds of discussions on the draft agreement, and extensively consulted the
relevant ministries and commissions of the Central Government. With the
assistance and support from various parties, the Framework Agreement was
endorsed by the State Council. On 7 April 2010, top leaders of Hong Kong and
Guangdong signed the Framework Agreement in Beijing, witnessed by the State
Leaders.



Composition of the Framework Agreement and measures on education

5. The Framework Agreement consists of two parts, i.e. the main text and
the list of annual major initiatives. The main text contains 11 chapters,
covering a wide range of topics, including the preamble, cross-boundary
infrastructural facilities, modern service industries, manufacturing industries and
innovation and technology, business environment, quality living area, education
and talent, major co-operation areas, regional co-operation plans, as well as
mechanisms and arrangements. Measures on education set out in the main text
and the list of annual major initiatives are listed in Annex 1 and Annex 2 of this
paper respectively.

Implementation of measures on education

6. In recent years, exchanges and co-operation on education between Hong
Kong and the Mainland, especially Guangdong Province, have been
strengthening. In the recently signed Supplement VII to the Mainland and
Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement (CEPA), the two sides
agreed to, among others, strengthen exchanges, communication and exchange of
information in respect of education; strengthen co-operation in training,
organisation of visits, etc.; and support Mainland’s education institutions and
Hong Kong’s higher education institutions in jointly providing education
programmes, establishing joint research facilities and nurturing talents at
undergraduate level or above in the Mainland. This reflects the great
importance that Hong Kong and the Mainland attach to co-operation on
education.

Higher Education

7. Under the Regulations on Chinese-Foreign Co-operation in Running
Schools, Hong Kong’s higher education institutions are allowed to run schools
in the Mainland in collaboration with their Mainland counterparts. One
example is the United International College in Zhuhai jointly operated by Hong
Kong Baptist University and Beijing Normal University. Besides setting up
institutions, Hong Kong and Mainland institutions also jointly provide education
programmes in the Mainland, and co-operate closely in research. Apart from
joint research projects, ten laboratories (including one in Shenzhen) of our
University Grants Committee (UGC)-funded institutions have been designated
by the Ministry of Science and Technology as State Key Laboratories in
recognition of their achievements and important roles in the country’s
advancement in the respective fields.



8. As our nation develops rapidly, tertiary institutions in Hong Kong and
academic institutions worldwide are actively taking forward co-operation
projects in the Mainland. We encourage and provide support for Hong Kong
tertiary institutions to seek further co-operation on education and research in the
Mainland with a view to broadening their networks, improving their quality and
enhancing exchanges with Mainland institutions. This will allow the two
places to complement each other’s strengths, and consolidate Hong Kong’s
status as a regional education hub for nurturing talents for Hong Kong and the
nation, thus boosting our competitiveness and supporting the long-term
development of Hong Kong, the PRD region and the nation.

Vocational Education

0. Hong Kong/Guangdong co-operation on vocational education mainly
covers teacher training, student exchanges, in-service training for employees of
Hong Kong enterprises operating in Guangdong and joint provision of education
programmes. Since 2005, the Vocational Training Council (VTC) of Hong
Kong has provided in-service training for about 1 000 employees of Hong Kong
enterprises in Guangdong, and also provided training for about 400 vocational
education teachers in the province. The VTC plans to provide regular
professional training programmes for certain technical schools in Guangdong
from 2010 onwards. It is expected that training will be provided for a total of
60 outstanding teachers of technical schools in Guangdong in two batches this
year. In the 2008/09 academic year, about 8 000 students of the VTC and its
technical institutes visited various technical schools and universities in the
Guangdong province.

10. In addition, the Hong Kong Institute of Vocational Education (Haking
Wong) under the VTC and Shenzhen Polytechnic has since the 2008/09
academic year jointly operated a 3-year higher diploma programme in electrical
services engineering. In early 2009, the VTC was also invited to co-operate
with the Department of Human Resources and Social Security of Guangdong
Province in establishing the Hong Kong Design Institute (Guangdong Industrial
Design Training Institute) in Nanhai, Guangdong to train up talents for the
industrial design and creative industries. The first-stage construction works are
nearing completion and the institute is expected to start its programmes in
September 2010.

11. The VTC will continue to maintain close liaison with the relevant
departments and commissions of Guangdong Province and co-operate with them
in offering joint programmes, teacher training and academic exchanges with a
view to nurturing talents and contributing to society.



Basic Education

12. Apart from higher education and vocational education, Hong Kong and
Guangdong have made good progress in enhancing exchanges and collaboration
on basic education in recent years. To make it more convenient for children
residing in Shenzhen to go to school in Hong Kong, the HKSAR Government
has implemented a series of arrangements, including opening up the Lo Wu
Control Point and Lok Ma Chau Spur Line Public Transport Interchange for
their use, and providing cross-boundary school coach and on-board clearance
services.

13. As for teacher collaboration and exchanges, since 1999, immersion
programmes have been organised by Guangdong Province annually for
Putonghua teachers from Hong Kong, while training courses have been run in
Hong Kong by the Education Bureau (EDB) for English teachers from
Guangdong. In addition, language teachers/experts nominated by Guangdong
Province are attached to Hong Kong primary and secondary schools for
professional exchange with local teachers. This year, Hong Kong has also sent
on a pilot basis English teachers to Guangdong for exchanges and collaboration
with their peers there.

14. Since the introduction of the Sister Schools Scheme in 2005 between
Hong Kong and Guangdong, over 170 primary and secondary schools in each of
the two places have paired up as sister schools. Through various exchange
activities, the sister schools can strengthen mutual understanding and
communication between their students, parents, teachers, principals and
management personnel, heighten mutual cultural awareness and work together
to enhance the quality of education.

15. Proper and comprehensive arrangements have also been made to make
it easier for Hong Kong children in Shenzhen to further their studies back in
Hong Kong when necessary. The EDB and its Shenzhen counterpart have
agreed that two Shenzhen schools, namely the Luohu School for Hong Kong
Children and Shenzhen Oriental School for Hong Kong Children, can participate
in the Secondary School Places Allocation (SSPA) system of Hong Kong, so
that eligible primary six students studying in these two primary schools can be
allocated secondary one places in Hong Kong secondary schools. The
arrangement will commence from 2008/10, applicable to students entering Hong
Kong secondary schools in September 2010. This scheme will be extended to
three other private schools in Shenzhen, which will start operating P1 to P4
classes for Hong Kong children in the autumn of 2010, and P5 and P6 classes in
subsequent years, eventually joining the SSPA system on a pilot basis.



The Way Forward

16. With the Framework Agreement further strengthening co-operation
between Hong Kong and Guangdong, we will continue to liaise closely with the
Department of Education of Guangdong Province on the above matters relating
to co-operation on education.

17. Members are invited to note the specific measures on education under
the Framework Agreement.

Education Bureau
June 2010
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