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Dear Miss LEUNG,

Panel on Education
Follow-up to meeting on 14 Oct 2010

The responses of the Administration to the following item raised in the
captioned meeting are as follows:

How LS examination papers were marked and some sample LS
examination papers with good or bad grades

Designing marking criteria

The marking of Liberal Studies (LS) examination scripts is based on a
set of criteria accorded to each examination question. Each examination
question set would be relevant to issues covered in the six modules of the LS
curriculum. Each question would involve a real world issue/task requiring the
understanding of relevant knowledge and concepts, application of enquiry skills
such as analytical and critical thinking, the knowledge and concept of a
viewpoint/perspective or more, the construction of arguments with direct
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evidence, the understanding of an underlying value and using it to solve
problems or make a suitable judgment as required. Some of the criteria to be
used to judge candidates’ performance in the LS examination scripts are:

the ability to understand the question and the issues concerned;
the ability to apply relevant knowledge and concepts, as well as
to show understanding of the complexity of an issue;

the ability to analyse and interpret information;

the ability to illustrate with relevant examples as evidence to
support an argument or one’s own viewpoint(s);

the ability to consider different viewpoints and to discern the
values underlying them;

the ability to draw conclusion on an issue from a range of
perspectives, to solve a problem, or to make judgment based on
value position; and

the ability to communicate ideas and argument clearly and
cogently in writing.

Ensuring same standards to be employed by markers in awarding marks

In the marking process, the following procedures will be adopted to
ensure fairness and marking reliability:

Suggested marking guidelines with marking criteria will be
established for each question by the moderation committee.

To standardize the marking standard among markers in the
application of criteria, sample scripts illustrating responses to
individual questions at different standards of performance will be
chosen and discussed among chief and assistant examiners.

With reference to the criteria set for each question, the marks are
to be awarded on the basis of matching the performance to the
sample scripts illustrating typical performance at different
standards.

The marking criteria in the marking guidelines will be
thoroughly discussed and finalized in the markers’ meeting,
which will be adhered to by all markers in the marking process.

Monitoring of marking quality

The following standardized measures are taken to ensure quality:
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e Markers will be recruited from LS teachers who have to go
through stringent training and pass the qualifyving test before they
are allowed to mark the live scripts.

e  Marking will be conducted on-screen so that markers’ marking
standard and consistency will be closely monitored through
control scripts and regular check-marking.

e Each marker will be assigned to mark one question only.
Double-marking is adopted so that each question will be marked
independently by two markers. If there is a substantial
difference in the marks awarded by the two markers, the
question will be marked by a third marker.

Provision of sample papers and exemplars of student performance for
reference

The Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA)
has developed sample papers to illustrate the requirements of the examination
and exemplars of typical performances have been selected from a pilot test
conducted to illustrate the various standards of performance. In developing the
sample papers and exemplars, professional input from experienced examiners,
frontline teachers, university academics and curriculum ofticers has been sought
and taken into consideration before finalizing the requirements. Some
annotated exemplars with good and poor performances are provided in the
Annex for your reference. Please note that samples of live performance of
students will only be available after the first administration of the Hong Kong
Diploma of Secondary Education Examination in 2012.

Training for teacher markers

The HKEAA is conducting a series of markers’ training workshops for
LS teachers with an aim to familiarize them with the marking procedures as
well as the marking criteria and standards. Hands-on experience is provided
for teachers through trial marking sample examination scripts and participating
in the discussion during markers” meetings and standardization meetings led by
experienced LS teachers. 27 sessions of the workshop, offering a total of
2,000 places, are scheduled to be conducted in the 2010/11 school year.

Date for reporting on the progress of the implementation of the new
academic structure

The original suggestion of reporting progress in July takes account of
the fact that schools are expected to submit Stage I of LS Independent Enquiry
Study marks for 85 students by end of May which would be incorporated into a
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report in July to Members. Having regard to Members’ request for us to
advance the reporting, we would be happy to advance our progress report on the
implementation of the new academic structure in schools from July 2011 to
June 2011. The latest development of LS would therefore have to be further
and separately reported.

Yours sincerely,

(Dr CHEUNG Kwok-wah)
for Secretary for Education



Annex

Sample Liberal Studies Questions and Exemplars

The following shows some sample LS examination questions and exemplars with good and
poor performance. The sample questions were developed by the HKEAA based on the
learning outcomes in the Curriculum and Assessment Guide and the assessment objectives in
the assessment framework. The sample questions were piloted on a sample of senior
secondary students with different abilities from a range of schools. The exemplars and
annotated comments were chosen and developed by a working group which comprises
members from different sectors, including curriculum officers, school teachers, university
academics and experienced examiners, following rigorous procedures adopted for public
examinations. [t must be emphasised that the annotated comments were provided to the
exemplars to help illustrate the performance standards. In the marking of live examination
scripts, marks instead of comments would be awarded, following the rigorous marking and
standardization procedures as stipulated earlier. Further sample questions/exemplars and the
marking guidelines can be obtained from the HKEAA website:
http:/iwww.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/hkdse subj.htmi?AT&1&3 15

Question 1

Consider the following information:

Source 1:  Views expressed by three students towards the ‘Trial Scheme on School
Drug Testing’

Michael The scheme will lead to tense relationships between parents and children
if parents insist that their kids take the tests and the voungsters object,

Mary I support the drug testing scheme, and believe it can act as a deterrent. It
can discourage drug use and stop its spread within a school.

Marley I am not sure to whom my drug test result would be disclosed and I am
also worried about being punished for testing positive.




Source 2

Commissioner for Narcotics, Ms Sally Wong said, “During the second half of 2009, the
Marcotics Division, Security Bureau and Education Bureau held a series of consultation
and sharing sessions to exchange views with the relevant stakeholders on the drug
testing scheme* details. We have refined the details of the scheme after fully
considering the views of relevant parties.”

Under Secretary for Education, Mr Kenneth Chen said, “Full protection of students’
privacy is in place in the refined scheme details. Any drug testing results will be
safeguarded under the principle of confidentiality and the relevant authorities will only
provide the information to people on a need-to-know basis and will not let just anybody
obtain such information.”

*This scheme refers to the Trial Scheme on School Drug Testing in Tai Po District.

Source 3

Respect students’
privacy!!!

NO
drug test!

Fear of
punishment!
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{a) What are the factors considered by the 3 students in Source 1 when expressing their
respective views? (4 marks)
(b) Refer to Sources 2 and 3. Deseribe and elaborate on the message conveyed in the
cartoon. (5 marks)
() How far do you agree with the viewpoint reflected in the cartoon? Explain your
answer, (8 marks)



Exemplars:

Part | Exemplars illustrating good performance | Exemplars illustrating poor performance
() Exemplar | Exemplar 2
(b) _ Exemplar 3 Exemplar 4
() Exemplar 5 | Exemplar 6

Exemplar 1 (good performance):

(a) What are the factors considered by the 3 5ti.|dc|1t5 in Source | when expressing their respective
views? Bomt T R =, 4 (4 marks)
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Comment:

s  The candidate was able to conceptualize the factors with reference to the views of the students.
e The factors considered by each of the students were clearly identified and explained as well.




Exemplar 2 (poor performance):

{a) What are the factors considered by the 3 students in Source 1 when expressing their respective
views? (4 marks)
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Comment:
s  The candidate rephrased and briefly compared the views of the 3 students, instead of

identifying the factors each of them considered.

Exemplar 3 (good performance):

(b} Refer to Sources 2 and 3. Describe and elaborate on the message conveyed in the cartoon,
{5 marks)
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Comment;

The key message of the cartoon was clearly identified and was explained in detail with
reference to the sources.

Good analytical skill was demonstrated by the detailed explanation of how the message was
conveyed in the cartoon.

However, the discussion on “privacy” and “the effectiveness of the scheme” is expected to be
in greater detail.

Exemplar 4 (poor performance):

(b} Refer to Sources 2 and 3. Describe and elaborate on the message conveyed in the cartoon.
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Comment:

=  The candidate only described part of the cartoon but failed to explain its key message.

e  The key message of the cartoon was misinterpreted as “objections™ making “the scheme”
“not successful”. He/she failed to identify the key stakeholders in the cartoon, showing that
he/she was not familiar with the issue.




Exemplar 5 (good performance):

(c) How far do you agree with the viewpoint reflected in the cartoon? Explain :,ruu"; answer,
(8 marks)
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Comment:
e The stand point was clearly explained with succinct arguments.

e The candidate demonstrated his/her ability in formulating a balanced argument by pointing out
some of the reservation he had over the criticism on the scheme. other than the undermined
effectiveness. However, his'her reservation could have been elaborated more clearly.

e Hisfher view on the government’s attitude towards the scheme, being part of the message of
the cartoon, should also be discussed.




Exemplar 6 (poor performance):

{€) How far do you agree with the viewpoint reflected in the cartoon? Explain your answer.
(8 marks)
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Comment:

e The sources were misinterpreted,

e  The candidate did not explain whether he/she agreed or disagreed with the key message of the
cartoon, which is a sarcastic comment over the ineffectiveness of the scheme and the role of
the government. Instead, hefshe just elaborated a bit about the opposition of the public
towards the scheme,




Question 2

Consider the following newspaper extract;

There are many brightly-lit high-rise buildings in Hong Kong, and it is known as the
“Pearl of the Orient™ due to its sparkling night-lights. However, light pollution has
already prevented one-fifth of the people in the world from seeing the Milky Way at |
night. Experts have warned that light pollution not only prevents people from seeing
starry skies, but also affects people’s health, in ways which range from causing
sleeplessness (due to disruption of one’s biological clock) to inducing cancer.
Scientists have carried out research and found that women living in districts most
seriously affected by light pollution have a greater chance of acquiring breast cancer,
It is believed that the non-natural light at night affects women’s hormonal levels, for
example greatly reducing the secretion of the cancer-inhibiting melatonin,

The Environmental Protection Department is studying the experience of other cities
which are similar to Hong Kong, and assessing the feasibility of regulating external
lighting by legislation.

(a) Referring to the information above and based on your own knowledge, should the
Hong Kong government regulate external lighting through legislation? Explain.

{10 marks)

(b) Apart from legislation by the government, suggest a few ways 1o alleviate the

problem of light pollution that can be adopted in Hong Kong.  Explain. (10 marks)

Exemplars:

Part | Exemplars illustrating good performance | Exemplars illustrating poor performance
(a) Exemplar 7 Exemplar 8
() Exemplar 2 Exemplar 10




Exemplar 7 (good performance):
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Comment:

e  The candidate demonstrated his/her ability to analyse and explain the problems brought about
by light pollution from different perspectives and in a systematic manner.
Furthermore, he/she was able to put forth sound, and clearly supported arguments, |
Counter-arguments were mentioned in the discussion of the necessity and feasibility of |
legislation, again providing evidence of multiple-perspective thinking.

e  Nevertheless, there was too much emphasis on the impact of pollution. In order to fully
address the question. the importance and effectiveness of legislation should have been further
elaborated.
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Comment:

e The candidate briefly pointed out some negative impacts of light pollution,

However, the inadequate supporting arguments and the absence of discussion on the impact
of “regulation” revealed the lack of understanding of the issue and the question.
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Exemplar 9 (good performance):
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Comment;

The candidate discussed quite clearly various types of measures which might help alleviate
the problem, demonstrating good analytical skills and an understanding of the demand of the
guestion,

The candidate was also able to identify that the private sector, besides the government,
constitutes the key stakeholders in alleviating the problem.

Mevertheless, some measures could have been further explained. for instance, the
adjustment to the light shows.
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Exemplar 10 (poor performance):
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| Comment:

e The candidate was only able 1o point out that demonstration and boveott by the public would
help alleviate the problem.

=  However, not much effort is evident in the explanation of the measures. The feasibility of the
measures was also neglected when making the suggestions,
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