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Removal of persons refused entry into Hong Kong

Processing of applications for entry by immigration officers
Section 4 of the Immigration Ordinance (Cap. 115) (IO) provides that officers
of the Immigration Department (ImmD) may examine any visitor on his arrival in
Hong Kong. According to the Administration, the examinations are conducted at
immigration counters in most cases. Depending on individual circumstances, ImmD
officers may conduct secondary examinations in interview rooms. In processing
each application for entry, an ImmD officer will consider whether the visitor meets
normal immigration conditions, such as whether he possesses a valid travel document;
whether he has the arrangements and facilities to return to his place of domicile;
whether he has any adverse records; his purpose of visit, and so on. Under section
11 of IO, ImmD officers may, on the examination of a visitor, allow or refuse his
entry into Hong Kong.

Provisions relating to removal and deportation under the Immigration
Ordinance
2.
IO stipulates the policy and practice in making summary removal and the
powers of the Chief Executive to issue removal and deportation orders. The relevant
provisions include (a)

section 18(1)(a) stipulates that an ImmD officer or assistant may remove
from Hong Kong a person who, pursuant to any examination whatsoever
under section 4, is refused permission to land in Hong Kong under
section 11(1). This provides a speedy mechanism for removing
passengers who are refused entry on arrival at control points;

(b)

section 19(1)(a) provides that the Chief Executive may make a removal
order against a person if it appears to him that the person is an

- 2 undesirable immigrant who has not been ordinarily resident in Hong
Kong for three years or more;
(c)

section 19(1)(b) empowers the Director, Deputy Director or an Assistant
Director of Immigration to make a removal order against a person who
does not enjoy the right of abode in Hong Kong, or who does not have
the Director's permission to remain in Hong Kong;

(d)

section 20(1)(a) provides that the Chief Executive may make a
deportation order against an immigrant if the immigrant has been found
guilty in Hong Kong of an offence punishable with imprisonment for
not less than two years; and

(e)

the Chief Executive may make a deportation order under section 20(1)(b)
if he deems it to be conducive to the public good.

The removal incident concerning Mr ZHOU Yong-jun
3.
The subject of removal of persons refused entry into Hong Kong has not been
discussed by the Panel on Security. There have been media reports on a recent
incident of Mr ZHOU Yong-jun who was repatriated to the Mainland after having
been refused entry into Hong Kong. The relevant press reports on the subject and a
press release issued by the Administration on Mr ZHOU's case are at Appendices I
and II respectively for members' reference.
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Appendix II
Government statement on Mr Zhou Yongjun's case
**********************************************
In response to media enquiries on the case concerning Mr
Zhou Yongjun, a government spokesman said today (October
12): "We do not comment on individual cases. The Immigration
Department has the responsibility to uphold effective
immigration control. The department handles all entry
applications in accordance with the law and immigration policy,
having due regard to individual circumstances. In general, a
passenger whose travel document does not meet the entry
requirements will be repatriated to his or her place of
embarkation or origin."
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