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Introduction

This paper informs Members of the progress of the West Island Line
(WIL) project.

Background

2. The WIL is an extension of the existing MTR Island Line,
approximately 3 kilometre in length, from Sheung Wan to Kennedy Town with
two intermediate stations at Sai Ying Pun and Hong Kong University (a plan
showing the alignment is at Annex 1). It will provide a fast and reliable
railway service to the Western District.

3. In October 2007, the Government gazetted the railway scheme for the
WIL. The Chief Executive in Council authorized the scheme for the WIL
under the Railways Ordinance in March 2009. The Subcommittee discussed
issues relating to the funding arrangements for the WIL on 1 and 4 June 2009.
We subsequently consulted the Public Works Sub-committee at its meeting on
10 June 2009. The Finance Committee approved the funding support to the
MTR Corporation Limited (MTRCL) for the implementation of the WIL
project on 3 July 2009.

4, The construction of the WIL has commenced in July 2009 and is
expected to complete in 2014.

Community Participation

5. We place great importance to the public consultation and community
participation during the planning, design and construction stage of the WIL.
Since 2005, we have arranged a series of public engagement activities to
consult the Central and Western District Council (C&WDC) and a wide
spectrum of the local community in the project planning and design stage.
Through 58 district council meetings and 93 public fora and residents’
meetings, we discussed all issues thoroughly with the stakeholders.



6. Since the construction of the WIL in July 2009, we continue to keep
close contact with the residents. Till now, we have attended 12 district council
meetings and 32 other meetings including residents’ meetings to meet the
residents directly.

7. We have set up Community Liaison Groups (CLGs) for the Sai Ying
Pun, the Hong Kong University and the Kennedy Town sections respectively to
maintain close contact with the community and inform them of the progress of
the WIL project. Members of the CLGs include district councilors,
representatives of area committees, local representatives, representatives of
government departments and the MTRCL. Three rounds of meetings were held
in July and October 2009 and in January 2010, and were well attended by local
residents. At the meetings, the MTRCL introduced the design of stations,
entrance locations, construction methods, temporary traffic management
schemes and progress of works. Members and attendees also provided
constructive feedback to the MTRCL and government departments.

8. At the same time, we also provide the latest project information to the
residents through various channels. The MTRCL has published the first and
second issues of WIL Project News in October 2009 and January 2010 (the
second issue of the Project News is at Annex 2). The newsletter is published
quarterly to present the latest progress of the project and is distributed to
Incorporated Owners in the Western District, members of the C&WDC and
CLGs, as well as some local groups. Information of the WIL project is
available on the MTRCL website (www.mtr.com.hk). It will be updated
regularly to provide latest information to the public. Besides, notice boards
have been installed on the hoarding of WIL construction sites to provide update
information such as temporary traffic management schemes and CLG meetings
schedule and minutes to the public.

0. To further enhance the contact with the residents, the MTRCL is
holding a roving exhibition for the WIL at various locations in the Central and
Western District from January to March 2010. Display panels and a project
video showing the progress of works will be shown. In addition to the MTR
hotline, a dedicated hotline will be in service in February 2010 to answer public
enquiries regarding the WIL project. The MTRCL will also set up an
information centre for the WIL project in the Kennedy Town Community
Centre in March 2010. Residents can enquire the progress of the project and
provide suggestions directly at the information centre.

Latest Project Progress

10. The construction works for the WIL project has been progressing well
since July 2009. The major works include:-


http://www.mtr.com.hk/

Sai Ying Pun Station

Q) Refurbishing and upgrading works at the ex-Upper Level Police
Station and foundation work for a new annex building at High Street
are now underway for the reprovisioning of facilities of the existing
David Trench Rehabilitation Centre;

(i) Shaft construction works at the King George V Memorial Park and Sai
Woo Lane;

Hong Kong University Station

(i) Foundation works for the reprovisioning of the Kennedy Town
Swimming Pool at Shing Sai Road,;

(iv) Excavation works for access shafts at Kennedy Town Praya and Hill
Road

Kennedy Town Station

(v) Construction works of Kennedy Town Station;
Other works
(vi) Slope upgrading works at a few locations near Cadogan Street; and

(vii)  Construction of the underground temporary magazine at Victoria
Road.

11. The MTRCL has awarded nine major civil works contracts as of
January 2010 (details of the contracts are at Annex 3). The last major civil
works contract for the construction of the Sai Ying Pun Station, Hong Kong
University Station and the tunnels from Sai Ying Pun to Kennedy Town is
scheduled to be awarded in March 2010. Tender assessment of this contract is
in progress.

12. We have to timely implement temporary traffic management schemes
to facilitate the construction works of the WIL. The MTRCL has submitted
detailed temporary traffic management schemes for the initial construction
stage to the Site Liaison Group, which consists of various government
departments, for approval. These schemes will be implemented in stages. Prior
to implementation, the MTRCL will inform the nearby shops and residents, and
report to the C&WDC and CLGs.

13. The MTRCL has adopted environmental mitigation measures and
implemented monitoring regarding environmental protection. In addition to
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appointing the certified arborists to protect and transplant trees, the MTRCL
has also required contractors to implement good site practices, such as regular
spraying of water and covering of stockpile materials at construction sites. The
MTRCL has also included various construction noise control measures, such as
adoption of low-noise construction equipment and temporary noise barriers etc.

14, In order to secure the safety to the public and structures of private
properties, the MTRCL has commenced to install instrumentation to closely
monitor the effects of WIL construction works on the nearby roads, buildings
and structures and ensure that no adverse effect will be caused.

15. The MTRCL has appointed an independent consultant to conduct
condition surveys of the premises in about 400 buildings along the alignment of
the new railway to record the condition of the buildings. The survey is now
being undertaken in phases according to the construction programme.

Other major issues
(A) Ventilation Shafts

16. Ventilation shafts are essential facilities of an underground railway
system to allow air circulation. The design of the ventilation system in railway
tunnel is different from vehicle tunnel. Railway will not cause pollution and
ventilation shafts will not emit harmful gases. The quality of the air emitted
from railway ventilation shafts is same as the air outside the ventilation shafts,
inside the tunnel and inside the station public areas. The MTRCL has submitted
the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report to the Environmental
Protection Department (EPD), which confirms that the air quality during the
operation stage will not be affected by the ventilation shafts. The EIA report
was approved by EPD in December 2008.

17. It is not easy to identify suitable locations to accommodate the
necessary railway facilities in the densely populated Western District. While
determining the location of ventilation shafts, other factors such as railway
alignment, station locations, constraints of structures in the vicinity,
construction safety, topography and environmental protection have also been
considered. The design and location of ventilation shafts are decided after a
thorough study of these factors and careful consideration of other alternative
locations.

18. Regarding the residents’ objection to the construction of ventilation
shafts at Hill Road and Bonham Road, we have revisited the design of
ventilation shafts in detail and provide detailed explanation and responses to
the Railway Subcommittee, Public Works Subcommittee and Finance
Committee in mid-2009. To address the concerns of Members and local



residents on ventilation shafts, the MTRCL had incorporated a requirement into
the tender documents requiring the tenderers to provide suitable solutions for
reducing the size and impact of the ventilation shafts.

19. As mentioned in paragraph 11, the MTRCL is now conducting the
tender assessment. The submitted tenders have thoroughly considered the
requirement in the tender documents and have provided proposal for reducing
the size and impact of the ventilation shafts. The MTRCL is now examining the
details of the tenderers’ proposal and undergoing discussions with the
government departments concerned, to ensure that the new ventilation design
can conform to the tender specification, requirements in the environmental
protection ordinances and safety regulations.

(B) Blasting

20. Since most of the railway tunnels and pedestrian tunnels connecting
stations and entrances in the WIL are located deep underneath rock strata,
blasting using explosives is the most suitable and effective way in constructing
most of the WIL sections. Based upon the current site progress, the first
blasting is expected to take place in March 2010 for the construction of the
temporary underground magazine for the WIL on Victoria Road. Other
blasting work is expected to start in the second half of 2010.

21. The MTRCL has resubmitted the revised blasting assessment reports
to the Mines Division of the Civil Engineering and Development Department
in December 2009. The contractor has also applied for the Blasting Permit from
the Mines Division. Once the approval of the reports is obtained, the MTRCL
will pass a copy of the reports to the LegCo Secretariat and upload a summary
of the blasting works to the MTRCL website for public viewing.

22, Suitably qualified professionals will be employed for the blasting
operations and a set of stringent control measures in accordance with the
Buildings Ordinance and relevant statutory requirements will be adopted. The
MTRCL has conducted condition surveys of the buildings in the vicinity of the
WIL alignment prior to the commencement of construction work in order to
record the current condition of the buildings. Monitoring points will be
installed prior to the works commencement to monitor the possible impact to
nearby buildings. Building Department and Mines Division will also carry
out site audit monitoring to check for compliance.

23. To facilitate residents to better understand the blasting works, the
MTRCL is preparing a blasting leaflet providing the general public with
background information about the blasting works for the WIL and associated
mitigation measures. The local residents in the vicinity will be advised of the
date, time and location before commencement of the blasting works.
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© Resumption of Land and Underground Stratum

24. To facilitate tunnel construction works and to construct entrances to
the station, two private buildings at 2-4 Tsz Mi Alley and 203-209 Queen’s
Road West have been resumed and reverted to Government on 18 October
2009. Lands Department issued compensation offers to the affected owners and
occupiers in November 2009. As at mid-January 2010, about 23 % of the
affected owners/occupiers have accepted the offers and Lands Department is
processing the remaining cases in accordance with the Railways Ordinance. In
parallel, Housing Department is also processing the rehousing of eligible
owners or occupiers affected by the resumption.

25. Underground strata of land required for the WIL will be resumed in 8
phases. Resumption notices for Phases 1 and 2 in the Sai Ying Pun area were
gazetted in December 2009 and January 2010 respectively. The remaining 6
phases from Sheung Wan to Kennedy Town will be resumed in stages from
February to July 2010 to suit the construction programme.

26. Regarding the residents’ concerns on compensation and rehousing
arrangement for land resumption, and the effect of existing building structures
and compensation due to strata resumption, we have clearly explained the
relevant details to the affected residents, in twelve district council meetings and
resident meetings, and if requested, in individual meetings or in writing. We
will continue to maintain contact with the affected residents to address their
concerns.

Way Forward
217, We will continue to keep close contact and communication with the

C&WNDC during the construction stage, and update progress of the WIL project
to the community members and response to their concerns via various channels.

28. Members are requested to note the content of this paper.

Transport and Housing Bureau
MTR Corporation Limited
February 2010
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CLG: Enhancmg Communication with the Public
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B BRI SRR TR R OY SN T o A
BWER  BRZBIGEREABESTHERER -
TR 2010418218 (£H3m) AEBHEREABHESE
ERGETIRMEERS AR T REMEBESRNESD Sai Ying Pun | Bt E\BSZENE=+5 (A=BSE25R)
—EEMREAT HRARNSRAEE - HEA+ES Section 21 January 2010 (Thursday) Community H?II, Sai Ying P}m'Community
HEEG MES RIS HMEEE D BRI RER 8:00pm — 9:30pm Complex, (2 High Street, Sai Ying Pun)
A EEIR - BBAER | 2010F1819H(2# =) HHEREE
Hong Kong | B2 EN\BZENBE=+5 (BEHETR0-4185E K ¥ E51012)
University 19 January 2010 (Tuesday) Good Neighbour Chapel
Section 8:00pm - 9:30pm (10/F, Pacific Plaza, 410-418 Des Voeux
Road West)
BEHER | 2010F1827H(EH=) et B O =12
Kennedy B ENBZEAR=1TS (BRfEtth i 1L 1571256%)
Town 27 January 2010 (Wednesday) | 2/F, Kennedy Town Community Complex
\Section 8:00pm — 9:30pm (12 Rock Hill Street, Kennedy Town) )

The second round of Community Liaison Group (CLG) meetings was successfully conducted
in October 2009. Engineers of the MTR Corporation introduced the latest progress of the
construction works. Participants expressed their views about various issues such as noise and
work sites management, temporary traffic arrangements, and tree transplanting, etc.

“Maintaining a two-way communication with the public is of vital importance to the success

MBALTRE FIZAERBREEE o of building a community railway. We deeply appreciate the valuable suggestions made by the
Participants expressed their views in the meeting. public at the CLG meetings,” said Mr Wallace Yip, Senior Liaison Engineer of WIL.
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Drill and Blast for Excavation

BESERE (B T8K - TE2aEEERE 1 &  The WILis an underground railway. The construction works mainly comprise

Uh HADREE D ADSRE - 3R EESENEME  the excavation for the running tunnels, underground stations and entrances.

REBPD RERENEA TR IIEES NER T AETT - As most of the tunnels are in rock, excavation work is expected to be done
by the drill and blast method.

BRNRREBERED B2 ARNAE  EEERITR

BHIMEEER - BEARECHEFSMAAEMEEL Dl and blast is an effective method of rock excavation for tunnels in Hong
5% BEZNEBESEEFEHAEEZEMAAZEAGE  Kong and around the world. The MTR Corporation is experienced in blasting
U BRESIEREY - AGuh - AL - JbAIE R ATE  for excavation works. This method was used in the construction of several
BETEEE - underground stations in rock, including Quarry Bay, Taikoo, Fortress Hill and

) North Point Stations together with related expansion works.
BRERRIEAR EHRSTENEFRET - TANT

EHEZER—RBROBIERTR  EEEEEETHNEE There are stringent procedures on blasting works. The industrial explosive
A EEB|IE - FEARIENSANTE3|/8/F% - £F%  used in blasting can only be detonated by connecting to specific
FHREEETEETIECERENES - —BELAKL 4 detonators. Under normal circumstances it remains stable upon impact

EIEE R4 - or when heated. Hong Kong has a long history of using explosives in
‘ ‘ y construction works and no accident involving delivery vehicles carrying
EETRETEN - BHARGREBAMLIER - Y& explosives has happened here before.

fEAt [REFAR/NEIR S EE g
The MTR Corporation will notify the residents in the neighbourhood prior to
blasting, and inform the public of the works progress in CLG meetings.
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Temporary Traffic Arrangements Facilitate therWork Progress |
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To accommodate the construction works of the
WIL, temporary traffic arrangements have to be
made. Prior to implementing these arrangements,
submissions are made to the Site Liaison Group
formed by various Government Departments such
as Police, Transport Department and Highways
Department etc. after consultation with the
Central and Western District Council. The MTR
Corporation will work closely with the Transport
Department and monitor the traffic to minimise
the possible impacts to the community.

From January to March 2010, temporary traffic
arrangements including traffic diversions, temporary
or partial closure of roads and footpaths are
expected at the following locations.

\

High Street and Hospital
Road

PR REEER
Sai Woo Lane and

Des Voeux Road West SEEAME GE(E B12)
e Pokfulam Road (near Yam
Mui Fong Street Rak Buildine)
s e SEHRME
i R (BB RBEERALIN
ew Marke satEe Pokfulam Road
= (outside HKU Haking Wong
Ki Ling Lane Building)
EHRE= 2 EABRE (B AR

First Street and
Second Street

BEABR
Hong Kong University Section

MERILE
South Lane and Hill Road

RIS ~ R

BB hifigE

Shing Sai Road, Sai Cheung
Street and Kennedy Town
Praya

Queen’s Road West (outside:
Whitty Street Public Toilet)

T EFER R A L
Smithfield and Forbes
Street

B FE
Victoria Road
1

B[t 350 B

Kennedy Town Section

N AT R A
Cadogan Street and
Sai See Street

MEREERESMN
Ka Wai Man Road
(outside Police Quarters)

Sands Street

BRALHNFBEREEERE  F2

www.mtr.com.hk/chi/projects/hongkong_wil_index.html ©

For details of the arrangement, please visit the website
www.mtr.com.hk/eng/projects/hongkong_wil_index.html.

LHENABIE SRR KR KM RELE - ZER
SHZPUEHRLENTETERMER  BETEITIENRE
RIS ZAEEE

We introduced the Project Manager and the two Construction
Managers in the first issue. Composed of experienced
engineers, the WIL project team supervises and coordinates
the project’s construction works.

AEEEEH
(from right)

Mr Kristian Murfitt
SREETRM —BE

Senior Construction Engineer —
Tunnels

West Island Line Project Team

BETRE&E

Major Projects

BERERAERETR
Temporary Underground
Magazine Construction

Mr Thomas Barret

SIS TREM — B8

Senior Construction Engineer —
Tunnels

AEREFRBETE
Sai Ying Pun to Sheung Wan
Tunnel Construction

Mr Ashley Calvert
SHREETRM — LK

Senior Construction Engineer —
Civil

B2 [ tth 0k J A B SE R 23
T2 REBZRMHEKH
Kennedy Town Station and
Overrun Tunnel Construction,
and Re-provisioning of Kennedy
Town Swimming Pool

MEE L E Mr Walter Lam
SREEIRM — A

Senior Construction Engineer —
Civil

&

BEMINEERILBZESH
T2 REEFBUEEHO
Access Shafts at Kennedy Town
Praya and Hill Road, and
Re-provisioning of David Trench
Rehabilitation Centre
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IREANEZH
WIL Project Staff Supported
International Coastal Cleanup Challenge

EESLEAAHPABRNEE  MRERERLBEENEE IR - REREEBHAR
THERE  ZNBRRBFANEE  BYEESLEB/VAAEHMRAZEE IRESM
T—F—ENERRREY — BEERLE] - EELEERESFEM27ERRE
17 REBREAR  BERERATHORA EEESLRERNM TRERAETH
B—EREEER - BE T \BBEIR

While the WIL project fosters the development of the Western District, environmental
protection is one of the critical forces in driving the work. WIL project staff and one of its
contractors, Gammon Construction Ltd, participated in the “International Coastal Cleanup
Challenge”, an annual event held in 127 countries over the last 23 years, to demonstrate
the Corporation’s commitment to environmental protection and community engagement.
Participants were eager to join the challenge amid the hot weather. Some 800 pounds of
debris were collected by the team along half a mile of coastline adjacent to the site of the
WIL Temporary Underground Magazine.

BEBESBEIRERLPIEESH [HERILE] KBS
BEAGRFH T IR IF AR BB T HH G — /B AR o

MTR staff joined Gammon to support the “International
Coastal Cleanup Challenge” and cleaned up the coastline
adjacent to the Temporary Underground Magazine site.

it BAIEZ T2 549 New Major Contracts Awarded

SRR IREH #HE4H A4 AR |
Contract Number Contract Title Contract Award Date Contractor '

705 BIBTE (BREiiuuizan) RERHMEETE 12/2009 EFIREERATF |
Kennedy Town Station and Overrun Tunnel Construction Gammon Construction Ltd. ‘

706A NERERBEETR 11/2009 REREERAT |

Slope Upgrading and Natural Terrain Mitigation Works Paul Y. Construction Company Ltd. i

\

7201 BIARBIETRR 7/2009 TRETEEERAE |

& Tree Transplanting Yee Sun Garden Ltd. / |

%Eﬁﬁlﬁ MTR Hotline N EH—ZH FFN\BS+AETHFAE | 285 LF\B=+5ETF K

z 8 8 1 - 8 8 8 8 Office Hours Monday to Friday 8:30am to 6:00pm Saturday 8:30am to 1:00pm




Annex 3

Major Civil Works Contracts Awarded as of January 2010

Expected
Commencement | Completion

Civil Works Contracts Date Date
Re-provisioning of Kennedy Town
Swimming Pool (Phase 1) July 2009 2011
Re-provisioning of David Trench
Rehabilitation Centre July 2009 2011
Tree Transplanting July 2009 2010
Construction of Project Site Office July 2009 2014
Constrl_Jctlon of Temporary Underground July 2009 2014
Magazine
Construction of Access Shafts at Kennedy
Town Praya and Hill Road July 2009 2014
Construction of Sheung Wan to Sai Ying Pun August 2009 2014
Tunnel
Slqpe U_pgradlng and Natural Terrain November 2009 2010
Mitigation Work
Construction of Kennedy Town Station and December 2009 2014

Overrun Tunnel
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