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Introduction
This Paper briefs Members on the Government’s monitoring
mechanism on the construction of the Hong Kong section of the Guangzhou–
Shenzhen– Hong Kong Express Rail Link (XRL) and the proposal of regular
reporting to the Legislative Council (LegCo) on the XRL project.

Background
2.
The Hong Kong section of the XRL is an express rail connecting
Hong Kong with Shenzhen, Dongguan, and Guangzhou and will form part of the
national high-speed rail network. Following the approval of the Finance
Committee of the LegCo on the funding for construction of the railway and
non-railway works of the Hong Kong section of the XRL on 16 January 2010,
Government entered into an entrustment agreement with the MTR Corporation
Limited (MTRCL) on 26 January 2010 for the construction and commissioning
of the XRL project. Construction works then started in end January 2010 for
completion in 2015.

Monitoring Regime for the Implementation of the XRL Project
3.
Under the entrustment agreement, the MTRCL is responsible for
the overall management of the project. In doing so, the MTRCL has to comply
with its own management systems and procedures. The MTRCL also has the
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obligation to provide any information concerning any matters relating to the
XRL project as requested by the Government. The Government spares no
effort in monitoring the works of MTRCL to ensure that the implementation of
the project is within the approved project estimate, of good quality and on
schedule.
Project Supervision Committee
4.
The Director of Highways, being the controlling officer responsible
for the XRL project, leads a high-level inter-departmental Project Supervision
Committee (PSC). The Committee holds monthly meetings with the MTRCL
and the related Government departments to review project progress, monitor
procurement activities, post tender award cost control and resolution of
contractual claims. The PSC also provides steer on any matters that would
affect the progress of the XRL project.
5.
To support and complement the PSC’s effort, the Highways
Department (HyD) inserts various check points into the MTRCL’s relevant work
processes so that issues of potential concern can be flagged up and appropriately
resolved at an early stage.
Check Points in the MTRCL’s Work Processes
(a) Tendering procedure
6.
The MTRCL engages services from consultants, contractors and
suppliers for the XRL project by means of a four-stage process, which includes
expression of interest, pre-qualification for shortlisting of tenderers, tendering
and tender assessment. In general, the Procurement Team of the MTRCL
undergoes this four-stage process before making recommendations for tender
award. The Team submits recommendations for approval of the Divisional
Director, the Tender Board, or the MTRCL Board depending on the tender sum.
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7.
The procurement and tendering procedures of the MTRCL comply
with the provisions of the World Trade Organisation’s Agreement on
Government Procurement. The same procedures also apply to the contracts
relating to the Hong Kong section of the XRL project, including those that have
been tendered.
8.
Representatives of the HyD, normally at directorate level, attend
tender readiness presentations made by the Procurement Team and all meetings
of the Procurement Team and the Executive Tender Panel concerning
procurement of works and services for the XRL project. Where a major
procurement decision is to be made by the MTRCL Board, the Director of
Highways participates in the relevant meeting of MTRCL’s Executive
Committee that makes recommendations to the Board.
(b) Project management
9.
The MTRCL holds monthly project report meetings to monitor the
progress of the XRL project. Representatives from the HyD attend such
meetings. The MTRCL is also required to submit relevant information to the
HyD. Upon request, the MTRCL will arrange briefings for the HyD and/or
other Government departments on issues that may have bearing on the cost,
quality or progress of the works.
(c) Cost and budget control mechanism
10.
The MTRCL has built-in mechanism that enables and encourages
cost saving initiatives. During the tendering process, tenderers are allowed to
submit alternative proposal which may achieve better performance and/or at
lower costs. During the course of construction, the MTRCL, its contractors,
suppliers and the relevant government departments conduct value engineering
sessions to identify and assess opportunities that can save cost while delivering
the same or even better values. These processes, in which HyD representatives
participate, help bring down the overall project cost of the Hong Kong section of
the XRL.
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11.
The MTRCL convenes cost control meetings to review the financial
situation of the constituent consultancies, construction contracts and the XRL
project as a whole. Representatives from the HyD attend these meetings. The
MTRCL has also set up a Project Control Group to scrutinize the assessment of
variations and claims arising from the contracts of the XRL project. The HyD
representatives, at directorate level, attend such meetings to provide comments
and reflect views of the Government.
External monitoring and verification
12.
In view of the scale of the XRL project, the HyD will also employ
an external consultant to assist in the monitoring work and undertake regular
audits to verify the MTRCL’s compliance with its obligations under the
entrustment agreement with Government. The monitoring and verification
exercise is not limited to the work of the MTRCL, but also includes that of the
consultants, contractors or agents employed by the MTRCL for the XRL project.
Moreover, the HyD consultant will identify and advise the HyD any potential
risk regarding the implementation of the XRL project and propose appropriate
mitigation measures. This would help ensure that the XRL project will meet
the required standards and will be completed on schedule and within budget.

Reporting on Progress and Finance of the XRL Project
13.
When seeking the approval of the LegCo Finance Committee for
the funding applications for the railway and non-railway works of the XRL
project in January 2010, the Government undertook to report regularly to the
Subcommittee on Matters Relating to Railways (the Subcommittee) of the Panel
on Transport of the LegCo on the construction of the Hong Kong section of the
XRL.
14.
We note that the Government reported to the LegCo regularly on
the progress of the Airport Core Programme (ACP) projects to enable LegCo to
keep track of the large scale projects. Members generally felt that this was an
effective monitoring arrangement. We propose that the reporting framework
used for the ACP projects be adopted for the purpose of reporting to the
Subcommittee on the XRL project. A copy of the ACP report for the period
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from July to September 1997 is enclosed at Appendix for reference. Similar to
the ACP reports, we propose that the XRL reports should cover the progress and
the financial position of the construction of the XRL project. Major items to be
covered by the XRL reports are set out below.
15.
The ACP comprised a wide range of projects, covering the airport,
highways, railways, tunnels, reclamation and new town development,
implemented by various parties and funded in different ways. The ACP reports
provided updates on the progress of individual major projects, including updated
cost estimates, funding and financing positions, and claims. The XRL project
is one single rail project under the public works programme. It comprises
mainly tunnel and terminus construction and the ancillary railway facilities and
road works. To enhance transparency and provide the Subcommittee with a
more in-depth update, we propose to divide the XRL project into three major
components, namely –
(a) the railway tunnels, including the ancillary railway facilities;
(b) the West Kowloon Terminus, including the road works and
pedestrian links in the nearby area; and
(c) system-wide electrical and mechanical works, including rolling
stock.
16.
To enable Members to keep track of the progress of the XRL
project to ensure timely completion, we will report the works done and major
contracts 1 awarded for each major project component during the reporting
period as well as the planned works and the schedule of major contracts to be
awarded in the next reporting period. The report will also cover the progress of
major pre-construction preparatory work (such as land clearance, condition
surveys for buildings along the railway alignment, and important temporary
traffic arrangements), as well as major interface issues (such as traffic impact in
affected areas due to construction works and coordination with related projects).

1

Major contracts with contract sum exceeding HK$50 million will be reported to the Subcommittee.
contracts will be reported collectively.
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Other

As to the financial situation of the XRL, we will report the expenditure position
and contractual claims of each major project component during the reporting
period.
17.
As the XRL project is fully publicly-funded with a narrower
scope than the ACP, its project management is expected to be less complicated.
We consider it appropriate to update the Subcommittee on the construction of
the XRL project at six-month intervals.
18.
Subject to Members’ views, we propose that the first report
should cover the period between 16 January 2010, when the Finance Committee
approved the project funding, and 30 June 2010. Subsequent reports will cover
six month periods ending 31 December and 30 June of the future years until the
high-speed railway is commissioned.

-------------------------------------Transport and Housing Bureau
April 2010
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Appendix
For information

FCRI(97-98)31

NOTE FOR FINANCE COMMITTEE
Quarterly Report on Progress, Financing, Cost Estimate,
Funding and Claims of the Airport Core Programme Projects
(July to September 1997)

INTRODUCTION

Encl. 1
Encls. 2&3

This is the thirteenth quarterly report on the Airport Core
Programme (ACP) projects for the Finance Committee, and covers the period July
to September 1997. A summary is at Enclosure 1 and the full report is at
Enclosure 2. The ACP claims summary is at Enclosure 3.

2.
Subsequent to the issue of the last quarterly report in August 1997,
we have completed a review of the cost estimates for the ACP. Principally
because of rigorous cost control efforts of the Government, the estimated net
expenditure for government ACP projects has been reduced from $50,650 million
by $1,042 million to $49,608 million. While the cost estimates for the new
airport, Airport Railway (AR) and Western Harbour Crossing remain unchanged,
the adjustments on the part of government projects have reduced the overall ACP
cost estimates from $156,364 million to $155,322 million.

3.
We would be happy to give a more detailed briefing on the report,
and to answer questions, if Members so desire.

OVERALL PROGRESS OF THE ACP
4.
As at 30 September 1997, the overall ACP is approximately 90%
complete and we have completed 99% of the government ACP works. So far,
181 major ACP contracts have been awarded by the Government [92], the Airport
Authority (AA) [57], the Mass Transit Railway Corporation (MTRC) [31] and the
Western Harbour Crossing franchisee [1], at a total value of $96,361 million.
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5.
The AA’s works for the new airport and the AR works were both
89% complete as at 30 September 1997, and are on course to meet their respective
target opening dates of April and June 1998. Preparatory work for new airport
and AR opening has now entered a critical stage. Efforts are being made by all
concerned to ensure that the works programme as well as all the preparation work,
such as systems, testing and commissioning, training and trials, etc. that are
required for airport and AR opening will be completed on schedule.

UPDATED COST ESTIMATES OF THE ACP
6.
The ACP budget has been reduced to $155,322 million as a result of
the reduction in estimated expenditure for government ACP projects from
$50,650 million to $49,608 million. The cost estimates of AA's share of the new
airport project and of the AR remain within the estimates of $49,787 million
(based on April 1998 opening) and $34,000 million (based on June 1998 opening)
respectively.

7.
The net government ACP budget has been reduced by $1,042
million primarily because of savings identified in Government Facilities at the
New Airport ($488 million), Tung Chung Development Phase 1 ($326 million),
Lantau Link ($107 million), Route 3 ($303 million), West Kowloon Reclamation
($492 million) and Utilities and Others projects ($109 million). These gross
savings of $1,825 million from project budgets less the reductions of $783 million
in the reimbursements from AA and MTRC for the new airport and AR related
projects result in a net saving of $1,042 million.

8.
As for the West Kowloon Reclamation (WKR), while individual
works item under the project (WKR Hinterland Drainage Package 1) will require
an additional funding of $35 million, we have been able to identify a net saving of
$492 million for the project as a whole. This comprises $242 million related to
works under four WKR works items and $250 million from land resumption and
compensation expenditure.

9.
There is a reduction of $747 million in the reimbursement from the
MTRC due to the setting up of advance accounts so that some works originally
intended to be temporarily funded by Capital Works Reserve Fund project
contingencies have been directly funded by the MTRC. The reduction of $36
million in the reimbursement from the AA is due to the decrease in the estimate
for North Lantau Refuse Transfer Station.

/FUNDING .....
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FUNDING POSITION OF THE ACP
10.
The Finance Committee has so far approved a net total of $49,897
million for government ACP projects. This represents 101% of the revised
project estimates. As at 30 September 1997, the Administration had committed
$45,342 million, or 91% of the project estimate. Of this, we had spent $43,790
million or 88% of the project estimate. We intend to reduce the amount of funds
approved by the Finance Committee for various Public Works Project items to
reflect the revised estimates. The revised figures will be incorporated in future
quarterly reports.

11.
The Finance Committee has approved an equity commitment of
$36,648 million for the new airport. As at 30 September 1997, the AA had
committed $42,048 million, or 84% of the project estimate. Of this, the AA had
expended $40,502 million, or 81% of the project estimate.

12.
The Finance Committee has approved an equity commitment of
$23,700 million for the AR. As at 30 September 1997, the MTRC had committed
$30,399 million, or 89% of the project estimate. Of this, the MTRC had
expended $27,286 million, or 80% of the project estimate.

FINANCING OF THE NEW AIRPORT
13.
On 19 September 1997, the AA signed a HK$4,000 million
syndicated revolving credit facility with 32 international financial institutions.
This facility is for general corporate purposes, including the financing of the
second runway, the northwest concourse and new capital expenditure arising after
the opening of the new airport. The facility will not be used for the opening phase
of the new airport (Phase 1a), for which funding provisions have been made
through a credit facility of HK$8,200 million signed by AA and a group of 48
banks in January 1996.

CLAIMS
14.
As at 30 September 1997, the Government, the AA and the MTRC
had received a total of 18 536 claims against 152 major ACP construction
contracts. Of these, we have resolved 5 224 at a cost of $2,580 million against an
original claim amount of $9,741 million. Our current assessment is that sufficient
contingency remains to meet the unresolved claims, and that we will have a
reasonable balance to meet changes and variation orders for the remaining
contract period.
/THE .....
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THE NEXT QUARTERLY REPORT
15.
The next quarterly report covering the period October to December
1997 will be issued in January 1998.

-------------------------------------------

New Airport Projects Co-ordination Office
Works Bureau
November 1997
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Enclosure 2

ACP QUARTERLY REPORT

July - September 1997

Quarterly Review

As at 30 September, we had completed
approximately 90% of the ACP, with
government ACP works 99% completed. 181
major ACP contracts at a total cost of
approximately $96 billion had been awarded
by Government (92), AA (57), MTRC (31)
and Western Harbour Tunnel Company Ltd
(1). The list of major ACP contracts awarded
so far is at Annex I and the tender schedule for
the next quarter ending 31 December 1997 is
at Annex II. A list of countries, indicating the
extent of their involvement in major ACP
contracts awarded, is at Annex III.

The New Airport
AA Works

The AA works were approximately 89%
complete.
Final fixings for the roof membrane of the
Passenger Terminal Building (PTB) were
substantially complete except for those at the
northwest and southwest concourses.
Clerestory gasket installation was complete in
the processing terminal, north and south
concourses and the east hall. Acceleration
measures have been taken by the
superstructure contractor to meet the revised
target completion date by December 1997.
Fit-out works continued on all fronts, and
some critical items would be airfreighted to
recover previous slippages. Placement of the
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granite hard flooring in the public areas was
78% complete. Fitout works for the landlord
areas, public toilets, fixed link bridges (FLBs)
and government areas continued.
Primary and secondary steelwork for 37 out of
the 38 FLBs has been completed, with 34
installed with cladding panels. All 76 aircraft
loading bridges have been delivered to site,
out of which 52 have been erected and 36
pre-commissioned.
Overall, the PTB building services contract
was 89% complete, with installation 84%
complete. Acceleration measures have been
taken by the contractor to meet target
substantial completion by mid-January 1998.
Works continued in the communication
rooms, FLBs and internal fit-out works areas.
Works continued on the specialist contracts
for the automated people mover (APM), lifts
and escalators, fixed ground power and
baggage handling system. Test running for
APM vehicles commenced in August
following successful inspection by the Hong
Kong
Railway
Inspectorate.
Overall
installation of the APM was 94% complete.
Installation of 48 out of the 54 moving
walkways was substantially complete, with
testing and commissioning 5% complete. Lift
installation was 88% complete with testing
and commissioning 25% complete. Work on
installation of 57 out of the 61 escalators
continued with overall installation 97%
complete and testing and commissioning 3%
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complete. Baggage handling conveyor works
continued on programme and was over 95%
complete. Computers have been installed in
the baggage control room and software testing
on site has commenced.
As for special systems contracts, acceleration
measures have been implemented to achieve
the target programme, with special attention
paid to potential problem areas, including
voice and data cabling, flight information
system, fixed communication system and
systems integration programme.
Progress on the Ground Transportation Centre
(GTC) is improving. The MTRC and AA
were working closely with a view to providing
timely access to plant and communications
rooms within the station for commencement
of AR system contracts. Roof completion was
targeted for mid October to allow MTRC
critical access to the departures level trackbed
and overhead catenary and platform screen
door brackets.
The airfield works were proceeding with
asphalt base and wearing course placement on
the crossfield and northern taxiways. The
cargo apron was complete. Pavement quality
concrete and block paving works continued in
the apron areas surrounding the PTB. Over
83% of pavement quality concrete has been
laid. Laying of block paving was over 41%
complete. Pre-commissioning of the airfield
ground lighting has commenced. High mast
lighting erection was complete at the cargo
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apron, and continued at the PTB apron with
82 out of the 122 masts erected. Pressure
testing of the aviation fuel system continued.
Over 70% of the fuel pipeline system covering
the PTB’s south, north and west aprons has
been tested.
As for landside infrastructure, works
concentrated on the expressway, the south
perimeter and the roads in the catering south
commercial area. Work on bridges and
drainage works for the airport expressway and
landside areas continued. The deck and
retaining walls for the five southern bridges
were complete and parapet works were
underway. Works on the eastern airfield
tunnel and approach ramps were substantially
complete. Testing and commissioning of the
essential electrical and mechanical equipment
was sufficiently complete for tunnel opening.
Outstanding work in the western tunnel was
limited to completion of backfill of the south
portal end wall.
Development of the Airport Operational
Readiness (AOR) programme continued,
covering activities that were critical for airport
opening.
The
Airport
Opening
Implementation Plan was being regularly
refined. AA continued to monitor the
developments of its franchisees and other
commercial developments.
Franchises

Progress on Hong Kong Air Cargo Terminals
Ltd (HACTL)'s Superterminal 1 facility has
experienced delays on the main building and
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cargo systems installations.
This was
accentuated by the wet weather with
incomplete roof covering, resulting in a sixweek delay in overall terms and a 16-week
delay in the box storage system. HACTL was
working with the contractor on acceleration
measures to meet target 50% operational
capacity by end April 1998. Meanwhile,
installation of warehouse cargo handling
equipment continued along with assembly of
cargo transfer vehicles as well as erection of
the box storage system racking and stacker
cranes in the north and south voids. The first
zone of the west cargo storage system was
fully commissioned and handed over to
HACTL for system integration on 29
September.
Asia Airfreight Terminal Co Ltd’s main
building works continued with concrete works
complete and the roof under construction.
Building services work was underway on all
levels. Erection of racking for the automatic
storage and retrieval system as well as the
pallet handling system was underway.
Installation of glazing and curtain walling
continued for Cathay Pacific Catering
Services (HK) Ltd's facility, with testing and
commissioning of stacker cranes underway.
Lifts were ready for inspection following
energisation of transformers. Weathertightness has been achieved for the LSG
Lufthansa building. Installation of chillers and
freezers inside the building was complete
while electrical and mechanical installation
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continued. As for Gate Gourmet, concrete
works have been completed, blockwork and
electrical & mechanical installation continued,
and cladding steelwork has commenced.
Aviation fuel tank farm works at Chek Lap
Kok continued. Progress of internal and
external painting of the nine tanks was
affected by the wet weather, but this should
not have impact on the overall programme.
The fuel receiving facility at the Sha Chau
Jetty structure was over 84% complete.
Dredging of the basin adjacent to the jetty was
60% complete.
At the Hongkong Aircraft Engineering Co
Ltd's site, both halves of the hangar roof
steelwork have been assembled and lifted into
position. Assembly of the hangar doors has
commenced.
All in all, satisfactory progress was being
made by the AA and all concerned to meet the
April 1998 target opening date. On PTB
works, acceleration measures have been put in
place to meet the target of issuing the
temporary occupation permit by December
1997. Preparation for operational trials for the
PTB commencing from January 1998 was
well advanced. In addition, good progress was
being maintained in the development of the
five-phase plan for the mobilisation and move
of airport operations from Kai Tak to the new
airport.
Meanwhile, special attention continued to be
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directed to five key areas, i.e. fit-out works at
the PTB; progress of works of franchisees,
particularly HACTL's cargo handling
facilities; progress on various systems and
software; the AOR Programme; and the
recruitment and training of staff for airport
opening.
Government Facilities at the New
Airport

Overall, the projects were 91% complete,
tracking slightly ahead of programme.
The Air Traffic Control Complex, Police
Station,
Microwave
Station
and
Sub-divisional Fire Station were substantially
complete. Work on building services and
systems installation continued at the
Government Flying Service Building and the
Airmail Centre.
Installation, acceptance testing and calibration
of most of the air traffic control systems were
substantially complete. The Civil Aviation
Site Acceptance Test was scheduled to
commence
rectification

in

October

work

1997.

continued

Minor
on

the

off-the-shelf simulator, aerodrome terminal
information

system,

speech

processing

equipment, surveillance radars, world area
forecast system data processing workstation
and

the

aviation

processing system.

meteorological

data

Most of the postal

mechanisation system equipment has been
delivered to site and installation work was
progressing well.
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Airport Railway (AR)

Overall, the AR was 89% complete with
progress generally in accordance with the
project programme. While building services
work at Tsing Yi Station was 30% complete,
critical

cable

containment

and

cable

installation to support Test Running in early
1998 were progressing well. Delay recovery
measures were being implemented to meet
critical access dates for system-wide contracts.
On Hong Kong Station, work on the floor
finishes and ceiling works at the Airport
Express Line (AEL) concourse and mezzanine
floor was in progress. Finishing works and
building services installation at the Hong
Kong Station were 60% complete.

The

contractor would increase the output of these
works to meet the critical access dates for
system-wide contractors. As for the Central
Subway, architectural finishing works have
commenced following substantial completion
of the reinforced concrete work. Overall,
works were 86% complete.
Structure of the Kowloon Station was nearly
complete, and building services work at the
Tung Chung Line (TCL) level and at AEL
level was 35% complete. Construction of the
western elevated road was progressing well
with all piers and crosshead completed.
Overall, works were 82% complete.
Waterproofing work for the Olympic Station
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structure was complete and system-wide
works were in progress. Overall, works were
98% complete.
At the Lai King Station, deviation of the
existing MTR Tsuen Wan Line (Tsuen Wan
bound) was effected on 6 July 1997, following
which construction of platform extension slab
over

the

abandoned

track

commenced.

Building work, building services installation
and system-wide work

continued. Overall,

works were 87% complete.
Architectural finishing works for the Tsing Yi
Station were in progress. Critical fibre optic
cable pulling from central equipment room to
all four cable termination rooms at platform
was progressing well. Manpower for building
services work has increased to meet the
critical

access

contractors.

dates

Overall,

for
works

system-wide
were

88%

complete.
Building and architectural finishing works at
the Tung Chung Station were in good
progress. Building services work were 78%
complete. Overall, works were 95% complete.
The main and ancillary buildings at the Siu
Ho Wan Depot, the depot access road bridge
and associated road work were substantially
complete. Building work, building services
installation and system-wide work continued.
Overall, works were over 98% complete.
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Mitigation measures were in place to mitigate
previous delays experienced in the works
entrusted to the AA's Landside Infrastructure
and GTC contracts. Plant rooms in the Airport
Station have now been made available to
MTRC’s contractors, whose target was to
complete the system-wide contracts by end
1997 for commencement of AR Test Running.
Tracklaying works from the Airport Station at
Chek Lap Kok to the Hong Kong Station
were in progress. Commissioning of the
mainline test track was substantially complete.
Test runs of the TCL trains in North Lantau at
a speed of 135 km/hr were successfully
performed in August 1997. The contractor
has mobilised additional resources and plans
for night works were being formulated to
increase tracklaying productivity at Hong
Kong Station, Kowloon Station and on Chek
Lap Kok. Overall, works were 98% complete.
Signalling installation continued on schedule.
Main cabling was substantially complete from
the middle of Tsing Ma Bridge to just before
the Airport Station, and from Olympic Station
to the Lai King viaduct. The manufacturing
and delivery of fans, dampers, cables, motor
control centres and environmental control
system control panels continued.
Overall, good progress continued to be made
by MTRC towards meeting the June 1998
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target commissioning date. The Kowloon
Station was topped out in September;
tracklaying was near completion; and the test
run for the first TCL train was successfully
performed in August. With the substantial
completion of civil works and trackwork,
emphasis was now placed on completion of
the electrical and mechanical system-wide
installations
commencement

to

allow
of

AR

the
Test

timely
Running

scheduled for early 1998.
North

Lantau

Expressway

The NLE project was essentially complete

(NLE)

with only minor remedial works outstanding.

Tung Chung Development Phase

The project was 96% complete.

1 (TCD)
Commissioning tests for the Tung Chung
Pumping Station and the Siu Ho Wan Sewage
Treatment Plant were complete. The Police
Station was substantially complete.
Work on the Refuse Transfer Station was
progressing well. The Station is expected to be
operational by March 1998 to tie in with
airport opening in April 1998. Design work
was substantially complete, and construction
of the superstructure and the marine vessel
was in progress.
The Home Ownership Scheme blocks and
public rental flats were complete and
handover of flats to residents commenced on
21 July and 19 August respectively. Other
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facilities were being commissioned in stages
to support the population intake.
The LL was essentially complete.

Lantau Link (LL)

Following completion of site acceptance tests,
the essential traffic control and surveillance
systems and equipment were handed over to
the Tsing Ma Control Area operator for
operation in August 1997.

Route 3 – Kwai Chung and Tsing

The RT3 project was essentially complete.

Yi Sections (RT3)
Minor outstanding works and rectification of
defects would be completed within the
maintenance period.
West

Kowloon

Reclamation

Overall the WKR was 99% complete.

(WKR)
Hinterland drainage works in the southern and
northern areas were substantially complete.
The outstanding road reinstatement works
were scheduled for completion by December
1997.
Some of the localized ACP drains/pipes in the
hinterland were behind programme. Actions
have been taken by the contractors to expedite
progress, which would be closely monitored.
All of the ACP new roads in WKR have been
opened to traffic except for the eastbound
carriageway of Road SR4, which would be
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completed and opened to traffic by December
1997.
West

Kowloon

Expressway

(WKE)

The WKE project was essentially complete.
Minor outstanding works would be finished
within the maintenance period.

Central Reclamation Phase 1
(CWR)

Works under the reclamation contract were
essentially
complete.
The
following
outstanding station-related works, which have
been entrusted to the MTRC and included in
the AR Hong Kong Station Contract, are
expected to be completed by June 1998:
 Rumsey Street flyover extension:
falsework for the first span of the bridge
deck was complete; construction of
columns and pilecaps continued; and
casting of the first span of the deck would
commence.
 Jubilee Street underpass: Stage 2
construction of the diaphragm walls and
base slabs was complete; stage 3
construction has commenced.

 New bus termini: work has yet to
commence.
 Footbridge FB1: construction was in good
progress.
 Pumping Station: base slab has been cast;
and casting of walls continued.

17

Page 18 of Appendix


The ACP-funded utilities (i.e. water works)
were essentially complete.

Utilities and Others

Western
(WHC)

Harbour

Remaining Landscape work has yet to
commence.
·.

Crossing

The WHC was complete and opened to traffic
on 30 April.
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Enclosure 3

ACP Claims Summary as at 30 September 1997
Introduction
1.
ACP construction contracts apportion risks involved in the construction
process between the Employer and the Contractor. They must therefore contain means
by which contractors may submit claims for additional money (cost claim) or time
(extension of time or “EOT”) or both, associated with the risks where the Employer
has liability. Contractual claims are a normal and natural part of construction
contracting.
2.
From the inception of the ACP, the Government has aimed to set in
place systems which will enable the early identification of contractual claims.
Equally, we have put in place mechanisms which would allow claims to be dealt with
early and to avoid, as far as possible, contractual claims turning into formal
contractual disputes.

Total claims recorded against ACP
3.
As shown at the Annex, the Government, the Airport Authority (AA)
and the MTR Corporation (MTRC) (collectively referred to below as the Works
Agents) had awarded a total of 152 major ACP construction contracts with a total
award value of $89,291 million as at 30 September 1997. We have not included the
contract for the Western Harbour Crossing because the franchisee is responsible for all
claims on the contract.
4.
The Works Agents have recorded a total of 18,536 claims against the
awarded contracts since inception. Of these, the Works Agents have resolved 5,224
claims either by way of settlement or withdrawal of the claims by the contractors,
leaving 13,312 unresolved claims.

Settlement of claims
5.
In resolving the 5,224 claims, the Works Agents have awarded $2,580
million to the contractors. The original amount claimed was $9,741 million.
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Enclosure 3
(cont’d)
Unresolved claims
6.
As at end September 1997 unresolved claims for CWRF projects
totalled 2,620 and the total amount claimed was $4,115 million. The estimated
contingent liability for these unresolved claims stood at $863 million.
7.
As at 30 September 1997 the AA had a total of 49 major construction
contracts. Against these, 8,304 claims had been recorded and 7,072 remained
unresolved. contractors were seeking a total of $6,003 million against such unresolved
claims and the AA’s estimated contingent liability stood at $1,840 million.
8.
For the MTRC, the number of awarded AR contracts remained at 31 as
at end September 1997. Against these, 4,620 claims had been recorded with 1,000 of
them resolved. The amount claimed by contractors in respect of the 3,620 unresolved
claims was $3,270 million. The MTRC’s estimated contingent liability stood at
$1,480 million.
9.
In total, of the 13,312 unresolved claims, 10,260 are claims for cost or
both cost and EOT. The contractors were, as at end September, seeking recovery of
$13,388 million for these claims and the Works Agents have estimated their
contingent liability against these claims at $4,183 million.
10.
Current assessment by the Works Agents indicates that there is
sufficient contingency within the revised estimate for the ACP projects to settle these
claims while leaving a reasonable balance to meet changes and variation orders for the
remaining contract period.
11.
EOT claims will also be closely monitored to ensure that critical
contract completion dates will remain unaffected. The Works Agents will, as a
safeguard, have the right to order acceleration measures in those instances where a
valid EOT claim might jeopardise a critical completion date.
12.
In short, we are confident that sufficient allowance exists within the
overall ACP budget to meet ACP claims requirements.
____________________________
- 2 -
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Annex
Situation on ACP Contractual Claims
(as at 30 September 1997)

ACP Project
Number

Award
Value

Works
completed

$M

$M

(2)

Number

Amount Estimated
Amount Amount
Number claimed awarded Number claimed contingent
(3)
liability(4)
originally
$M
$M
$M
$M

CWRF

72

37,393

36,645

5,612

2,992

5,637

964

2,620

4,115

863

AA CLK Airport

49

34,142

30,828

8,304

1,232

2,556

1,050

7,072

6,003

1,840

MTRC Airport Railway

31

17,756

17,860

4,620

1000

1,548

566

3,620

3,270

1,480

152

89,291

85,333

18,536

5,224

9,741

2,580

13,312

13,388

4,183

TOTAL

Notes :

(1)

Excludes non-construction contracts such as design, supply and equipment contracts.
May exceed award value due to contract variations
(3)
Includes rejected claims
(4)
Includes interim awards

(2)

