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he problem of unauthorized building works (UBWSs)

is serious in Hong Kong. The Buildings Department

estimates that there are about 750,000 UBWs in

Hong Kong. UBWs affect the safety of buildings.
Owners should, in their own interest, take the initiative to organize
for the demolition of UBWSs in their premises. For UBWs erected
in the common areas of a building, the co-owners of the building
should co-ordinate for demolishing the UBWs.

What are UBWs? Any additions or alterations to buildings
without the prior approval of the Building Authority are regarded
as UBWs, such as metal cages, air-conditioning cooling towers,
canopies, flat roof structures, rooftop structures, subdivision
of flats, structural alterations, drainage connections, etc. All
UBWs are liable to be demolished.

In view of the very large number of UBWs in Hong Kong,
the Buildings Department takes immediate enforcement
action against all new UBWs and UBWs which pose an
obvious hazard to life or property. Priority will be given to
the removal of the following types of such works :-

&¢ items constituting obvious or imminent danger to life or
property;

€ new items, irrespective of the date of completion of the
building where they have been carried out;

@ items in or on buildings, on podiums and rooftops, in yards
and lanes (including unauthorized site formation works)
constituting a serious hazard or a serious environmental
nuisance, as determined by the Building Authority;

@* major individual itemns;

:% items in or on individual buildings with extensive unauthorized
building works;

€7 items identified in buildings or groups of buildings targeted
for large-scale operations or maintenance programmes;
and

T

a%j!?;?\g
ol

% unauthorized alterations to or works in environmentally
friendly features of a building (e.g. balconies, sky or podium
gardens) for which exemption from calculation of gross floor
area has been granted by the Building Authority,

Every year the Buildings Department launches a series
of "blitz" operations to clear at one go all external unauthorized
works on hundreds of buildings. This has considerably raised
owners' compliance. The Buildings Department will adopt this
approach for major clearances, particularly those items on the
externals walls of buildings 20 to 40 years old and some on
podiums and rooftops or in yards and lanes. These operations =
will remove 150,000 to 300,000 unauthorised building works
in five to seven years.

eprintent

484 Website : www.info.gov.hk/bd
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