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Purpose 
 
 This paper outlines the background of and relevant proposed 
arrangements for the Moral and National Education (MNE) Curriculum. 
 
Background 
 
2. The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government has 
all along spared no effort in promoting MNE.  In 2001, the Curriculum 
Development Council (CDC) issued the curriculum document “Learning 
to Learn: Life-long Learning and Whole-person Development”, which 
specifies that one of the seven goals for students to achieve is to be able 
to “understand their national identity and be committed to contributing to 
the nation and society”, and incorporates the essential elements of MNE 
into the respective key learning areas (KLAs) and subjects, as well as 
other learning experiences.  Subsequently, the CDC published the 
Revised Moral and Civic Education Curriculum Framework (2008), 
incorporating more life events to serve as the learning contexts and 
further emphasising the importance of developing students’ positive 
values in MNE.  In the four consecutive Policy Addresses from 2007 to 
2010, the Chief Executive stated that the Government had to promote 
national education vigorously and create a favourable environment for the 
promotion of national education. 
 
3. Primary and secondary schools, as well as the various sectors in 
the community in Hong Kong have always attached great importance to 
MNE.  Through active participation, schools have accumulated valuable 
implementation experiences in this regard.  To further strengthen MNE 
for students’ whole-person development, the Ad Hoc Committee on MNE, 
which is under the CDC, proposes the development of a Moral and 
National Education Curriculum (Primary 1 - Secondary 6) after reviewing 
the current curriculum framework for moral and civic education at 
primary and secondary levels.  After the announcement of this proposal 
in May this year, we are now conducting a 4-month consultation exercise. 
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The Moral and National Education Curriculum 
 
Aims of the Curriculum  
 
4. The MNE curriculum aims at cultivating students’ positive 
values and attitudes through systematic learning, with knowledge and 
skills forming the basis; enhancing students’ personal and national 
qualities to enrich the very essence of life; facilitating students’ 
identity-building under the different domains of family, society, 
nation and the world; and fostering in students an aspiration to make 
commitment and contribution in the respective domains. 
 
Learning Content 
 
5. To achieve its aim of enhancing students’ personal and national 
qualities, the MNE curriculum emphasises the cultivation of students’ 
positive values and attitudes, such as responsibility, commitment, 
perseverance, respect for others, integrity, care for others, etc; and the 
building of students’ identity in the different domains, including family, 
society, nation and the world, through the use of life events as the 
learning contexts complemented with relevant learning activities, such as 
experiential visits, Mainland exchange programmes, service learning, etc.   
 
6. The MNE curriculum proposes to cover the four key learning 
stages from P1 to S6.  The learning objectives of the junior primary, 
senior primary, junior secondary and senior secondary levels are set out 
for sustainable learning.  Each key stage comprises five domains, 
namely personal, family, social, national and global.  The national 
domain covers four learning themes, including the national situations in 
natural resources, history, humanities and contemporary development. 
 
Connection with the Existing Subjects  
 
7. The proposed MNE subject will not replace any subjects in 
primary and secondary schools.  After the introduction of MNE, the 
implementation of the existing KLAs and subjects will continue and the 
relevant learning activities (e.g. volunteer service learning, Mainland 
visits and exchange programmes) are complementary to each other in 
achieving the overall objectives of the school curriculum.  
 
8. As the proposed MNE curriculum sets out clearly its framework, 
learning objectives and learning content, schools will be able to review 
their curriculum and make plans for learning and teaching that better suit 

   2



the school contexts and students’ needs to enhance learning effectiveness.  
Implementing the MNE curriculum at different learning stages with the 
knowledge acquired under various KLAs/subjects as the basis can 
strengthen the connection between MNE and other subjects, provide 
systematic and sustainable learning experiences, ensure each student’s 
comprehensive, adequate and balanced development, and cultivate 
students’ personal and national qualities.  
 
Implementation Modes 
 
9. Schools may make reference to the learning objectives and 
content of the MNE curriculum while taking into consideration their 
school contexts and the needs of students in planning the implementation 
modes, e.g. regular lesson time designated for MNE, regular MNE 
lessons complementing the form-teacher periods, religious education 
lessons or personal growth programmes.  Schools should also 
complement MNE with learning opportunities provided by different 
KLAs, subjects and life-wide learning activities under their annual 
curriculum plans, and maintain good co-ordination between all these 
learning activities to ensure that the learning objectives of the MNE 
curriculum are fully covered.   
 
Learning and Teaching  
 
10. The MNE curriculum encourages teachers to make use of life 
events/relevant knowledge/stories as the learning contexts and adopt 
diverse learning and teaching strategies, such as discussion on value-
related issues, case analysis, role-play, project learning, etc. to help 
students identify their own stance, build up identities, and develop a 
positive and active attitude towards life.  Besides, teachers are also 
required to guide students to understand and think critically about an 
issue or question from different perspectives and roles, and make 
informed decisions in a passionate and rational manner.  
 
Learning Materials 
 
11. The MNE curriculum encourages teachers to select diverse 
learning resources such as authentic cases, books, Internet resources, 
audio-visual resources, newspapers, etc. Teachers may select appropriate 
learning resources, taking into consideration the learning objectives, 
learning content and students’ learning needs such as their interests, 
previous experiences, etc.  Teachers may also develop their own 
learning resources in addition to making flexibly use of the resources 
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provided by the Education Bureau (EDB), other government departments 
and non-governmental organisations (NGOs).  
 
12. Textbook publishers, universities or NGOs may develop relevant 
textbooks, and learning and teaching materials in accordance with the 
Curriculum Guide on MNE for use by schools and parents.  
 
Assessment for the Curriculum 
 
13. We propose that there will be no public examinations for the 
MNE subject.  Teachers are also not required to give marks on students’ 
learning outcome.  Rather, we place the emphasis on the provision of 
positive feedback to students.  Teachers should assist and guide students 
in differentiating the right from the wrong and developing a positive 
attitude towards life through cultivating and putting into practice the 
positive values and attitudes developed.  Teachers should also adopt 
diverse assessment strategies and provide descriptive comments and 
remarks showing students the direction for improvement and 
enhancement.  The EDB will employ different means, such as school 
visits, subject inspections, external reviews and relevant research 
continuously to evaluate the effectiveness of the implementation of the 
MNE curriculum. 
 
Implementation Schedule 
 
14. The finalised Curriculum Guide on MNE is expected to be 
promulgated in February 2012.  It is proposed that the curriculum be 
implemented in all primary and all secondary schools in September 2012 
and September 2013 respectively. 
 
Wide Public Consultation 
 
15. The CDC and the EDB are carrying out a consultation on the 
MNE curriculum and its implementation details from 5 May to 31 August 
2011.  The education sector and various sectors in the community are 
welcome to submit their comments and suggestions on or before 31 
August 2011.  The Consultation on MNE Curriculum (Summary) (see 
Annex 1) and the Curriculum Guide on MNE (For Consultation) have 
been uploaded onto the website of the Moral, Civic and National 
Education Section of the Curriculum Development Institute (CDI), EDB 
(http://www.edb.gov.hk/cd/mcne) for reference.   
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16. The Ad Hoc Committee on MNE has so far held seven meetings 
to discuss the content of the MNE curriculum.  Nine focus group 
interviews have also been conducted to solicit views and suggestions on 
the MNE curriculum.  Attendees included representatives from school 
sponsoring bodies and district school principals’ associations, principals 
of primary and secondary schools, curriculum co-ordinators, front-line 
teachers, as well as representatives from the social welfare sector and 
district parents’ associations.  Since the release of the Curriculum 
Guideline on MNE (For Consultation) in early May, eight consultation 
seminars have been organised with over 1,600 participants.  In May, the 
Secretariat of the Ad Hoc Committee on MNE conducted a preliminary 
analysis of the views gathered from the questionnaires collected at the 
eight consultation seminars, and from emails, faxes and press 
articles/columns/commentaries with comments on the MNE curriculum.  
Members of the Committee have also been invited to attend various 
consultation sessions.  As revealed from these preliminary views 
collected, the importance of cultivating students’ positive values and 
attitudes is in general recognised.  It was also pointed out that national 
education had been implemented in other countries or regions for a long 
time, and the MNE subject would help to cultivate students’ 
understanding of the national situations and develop their commitment to 
the national identity.   
 
Way Forward 
 
17. The CDC and EDB will deliberate on the views collected in the 
consultation exercise and take follow-up action to refine the MNE 
curriculum. 
 
 
 
 
Education Bureau 
21 June 2011 
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