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Subject Trawling ban in HK coastal walers

History: b This message has been forwarded.

Dear Sir,

I write to offer my unreserved support for the ban of coastal fishing in Hong Kong waters.

Having lived in HK on and off since 1975 | have witnessed coastal trawling evolving from having been
a contributor to the community to becoming the cause of devastating destruction to the in-shore
seabed and an outright danger to local pleasure boating. One day there will be a fatality in Tai Tam or
one of the other bays on the south side of the Island. Stop it right now and without equivocation.
Piease see attached my letter to the SCMP on the subject.

Yours Faithfully

Antony W Wood
Co-Vice Chairman HK Outrigger Canoe Club

CC Chairman, Co-Vice Chairman

SCMP letter trawlers 29.10.09.PDF
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Trawlers are
causing chaos in
coastal waters

Half a century ago the local
fishing mdustry was on i1s last
legs; with inadequate, sail-
powered, old-fashioned junks
unable to compete with modem
methods employed by other
fishing fleets.

The Hong Kong government
of the day came to the rescue. In
an enlightened move initiated by
the venerated Sir Jack Cater, a
trawler design from the English
North Sea fishing fleet was
brought to Hong Kong and
adapted to local conditions.

By the 1970s the old sailing
junks in Aberdeen were being
rapidly replaced by the new bhoats
inspired by the North Sea design.

As a consequence, Hong
Kong's commercial fishing
enjoyed a 20- to 30-year period of
prosperity, while the focal
population was provided with an
abundance of local fish to eat.

However, I suspect that Sir
Jack would be turning in his grave
if he could witness the chacs and
destruction being caused daily in
the coastal waters off the south of
Hong Kong Island by the invasion
of these trawlers.

It was never the intention to
bring such powerful fishing
machines to Hong Kong only for
them to cause wilful damage and
imperil recreational pursuits.
There have been countless
studies making the case to
abandon deep-net commercial
fishing in coastal waters.

The daily catch scarcely covers
the cost of the diesel, and it is this
fact that encourages the trawlers
to stay close to home, so they do
not go far out to sea.

By all means, figure out some
way to compensate the fishing
industry - but let’s put a stop to
this inshore fishing right now.
Antony Wood, Mid-Levels

Why we need
this fast rail link

‘When a major infrastructure
project is planned, some people
always express concems about
whether or not the costs involved
can be justified.

For instance, questions have
been raised about the HK$65.2
billion cross-border express rail
line. It could be argued that this is
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Your editorial (“A minimum wage musl tackle
poverty”, October 19) opined, without cvidenc
the 61.3 per cent collapse in the number ol US
millionaires in Hong Kong made it “safe (0 ass
that tens of thousands of Hong Kong fimilies |
fallen into poverty since 2007.
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income disparity) from 1990-2006. The logic, 1
supported, appears to be that a levef of incom
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Bear Stearns, Lehman Brothers and others.
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poverty. If such were the case, why not set the
minimum legal wage at HK$500 an hour?

The minimum wage must set a rate that will |
threaten jobs, says David 0’Rear. Photo: Martii
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As aregular taxpayer for more

than 20 years and living in a city
where 1 have little’'say on how my
money is spent,  have just two

rrartinme alhant tho nearmacad sail

WI(

fort



