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The Lion Rock Institute Strongly opposs the rasumption of lgsulng hawkears license.

Retail spacs, as a resource, muat be and will be allocated following soma certaln machanisms, The
urban planning In Hong Kong has specific usage for public areas, such as pavements. if hawking
activities are lo be allowed, allocation of such retail space wlll prove problematic,

The mechanism working now Is cellad “rent". Nowaedsays, peopls advocating hawking ectivitios are
assuming thet hawkers can avald paying monetary rent, thus reducing the cost of aperation of
business. However, hawkers will naver be able to escapa from paying “rent”. while avalding monstary
rant, they wilf pay In other forms.

The maln lasue !s that, if thers are two hewksrs, wanting (o sell thair product at the same locstion,
who should be allowed to do go?

First come first served means that resources will be allocated according to the ardvel time. Therefore,
retail space will only ba allocated to those time is of least value, instead of those who serve the people
besl. And if the government were to enforce this first coms first serve mechanism, how would any
disputa thal arises be getiled?

Also, If the government sliows hewking in public ares, byt raly on sponteneous order in the allocation
of said retail apace, from a study of history, it will merely resull in underground forces lo stap In to
enforce order. Organizatlons such as Triads will demand protsction fess from hawkers {commonly
known as {RMIR). Therefore, the hawkars would have to pay “rent” aventuslly, Just In a different name,
prataction fess. This will be the worst mechenism ge It chellenges the core principle of eny functioning
state, which is the government's monopoly power of coercion.

We find this consuitation to be typical of those from the populist wing of Hong Kong. Wharseby at best
the nalvete of cantaln Individusls, et worst the Irrespanalbliity of political prostitutes are then teken
serlously by policy makera who are now unable to resist such demands.

We thank you for your tima end would be plsessd to discuse further with any panal members who
may heve questions.
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