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Panel on Security

I nformation note prepared by the L egislative Council Secretariat
for the meeting on 4 January 2011

Handling and dissemination of information relating to terrorist threat level

The subject of handling and dissemination of information relating to
terrorist threat level has not been discussed by the Panel on Security. There
were media reports about the Director of Immigration informing the media on
16 June 2008 of intelligence suggesting that Hong Kong was likely to be a
target of such attack. The Administration denied in a press release issued in
the same evening that there was intelligence suggesting such attack; it affirmed
that the terrorist threat level remained "Moderate". The Secretary for Security
informed the media in a press briefing on 5 August 2008 that there was no
accurate intelligence suggesting that Hong Kong was a target of such attack.
On 7 December 2010, there were media reports that according to WikiLeaks,
there was intelligence in 2008 suggesting that Hong Kong was a possible target
of terrorist attack during the Olympic Games in 2008. On 8 December 2010,
the media reported the remark of Secretary for Security that there was vague
intelligence in 2008 suggesting Hong Kong might be a target of terrorist attack
during the Olympic Games, but no specific intelligence to show when Hong
Kong might be under such an attack. After studying and evaluating the
situation at that time, the Administration concluded that there was no specific
intelligence to show that Hong Kong was under immediate danger of an attack.
The relevant media reports on the subject and relevant press releases issued by
the Administration are in Appendices| and Il respectively.
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WikiLeaks: HK
was Olympics
terror target

Phyllis Tsang

Hong Kong was on a list of potential
terrorist targets during the 2008
Olympic Games in Beijing, according
to a document of the United States
embassy in the capital unveiled by
WikiLeaks.

The cable was sent from Dan Pic-
cuta, deputy chief of mission at the
embassy at the time. In it, he dis-
cussed possible threats to the Games
from East Turkestan militants.

“Tearline information indicates
that, according to a Chinese intelli-
gence officer in early July 2008,
al-Qaeda’s second-in-command
Ayman al-Zawahiri has tasked for-
mer East Turkestan terrorists to travel
to China to conduct terrorist attacks
at the Olympics,” the cable said.

“Potential targets include: the US
president and secretary of state; the
UK prime minister and foreign secre-
tary; the Olympics opening and clos-
ing ceremonies; the cities of Shang-
hai and Hong Kong; Olympic pro-
grarmmes; and VIP tourists.”

The cable warned that “the terror-
ists are apparently bomb-making
experts and may carry micro bomb-
making materials in plastic products,
jewellery, and crystal ornaments
across the border with them”.

This piece of intelligence
matched remarks made by immigra-
tion director Simon Peh Yun-lu in
2008. ‘

“Intelligence reveals that some
people lintend to] ruin the Otympics,
which includes the equestrian

1 attack was possible.
Hong Kong hosted the equestrian
events from August 8 to 21 that year.

James To Kun-sun, chairman of
the Legislative Council security pan-
el, yesterday accused Secretary for
Security Ambrose Lee Siu-kwong of
lying about the incident, noting that
on the day Peh made his remarks, the
Security Bureau denied being aware
of any such threats.

“Why was security minister Am-
brose Lee lying at that time?” To
asked, adding he assumed Beijing
provided intelligence on the Games
to the Hong Kong government. I do
not see any need on public safety for
the security chief to say a white lie on
this. This issue destroyed the credi-
bility of the security minister’s com-
ment on a serious security issug.”

A government spokesman said
yesterday that during the equestrian
events, the city’s police maintained
close liaison with mainland author-
ities and overseas security agencies
to ensure timely threat assessments.

The threat level was “moderate”
then, with no specific intelligence to
suggest Hong Kong was likelytobe a
target, he said. “Counterterrotism
intelligence was in general vague and
changed frequently. The Hong Kong
Police Force had maintained a high
degree of vigilance and state of oper-
ational readiness commensurate
with the prevailing threat level.”
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HEH: 7-12-2010

HKATERROR TARGET DURING

2008 OLYMPICS: WIKILEAKS

Terrorists targeted Hong Kong during the 2008 Beijing

Olympics, a cable refeased by whistieblowing website
WikiLeaks shows— but the government last night
insisted there was no specific threat here.

A government statement said that counterterrorist
intelligence was “generally vague and changed
frequently” and that police had liaised closely with
mainland and overseas authorities.

It added that police had maintained a high degree
of vigilance and operational readiness during the
Olympics.

In the cable released by WikiLeaks, Dan Piccuta,
former deputy chief of mission at the US embassy in
Beijing, said al-Qaeda’s second-incommand, Ayman
al-Zawahiri, tasked former East Turkestan terrorists
to travel to China to conduct terrorist attacks at the
Olympics.

Potential targets included Hong Kong and -
Shanghai, the Olympics opening and closing
ceremonies, Olympic programs and VIP tourists.

The Piccuta cable was quoting a Chinese
intelligence officer in early July 2008. The terrorists
were apparently bomb experts and camried micro-
bomb-making material in plastic products, jewelry and
crystal omaments across the border with them.

The al-Qaeda and East Turkestan terrorist groups
were given different targets.

Hotels in Hong Kong were told to be on alert
for suspicious characters amid heightened Olympic
security fears. However, Secretary for Security
Ambrose Lee Siu-kwong had denied suggestions
that potice would employ ethnic profiling tactics and
specifically tarpet tourists from Tibet and Xinjiang,

Lee rated the risk assessment as being moderate

Security chisf Ambrose Les, left, denied there was any
threat, despite a waming by former immmigration
chief Simon Peh, right.

but did not rule out the possibility of raising it if there
were incidents in neighboring regions or accurate
intelligence to indicate Hong Kong was facing security
threats.

Separately, then-director of immigration Simon
Peh Yun-lu said the department had received
intelligence that the equestrian events in Hong Kong
were under threat of atiack.

In another revelation, former Australian leader
Kevin Rudd told the United States it should be
prepared to use force against China “if everything goes
wrong.”

He told Secretary of State Hillary Clinton that
Chinese leaders were “paranoid” about Taiwan and
Tibet, and his push for a new Asia-Pacific body was
designed to contain Chinese influence.

STAFF REPORTER
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EDTS8I EDTI By Phyllis Tsang

HK knew about Olympic threats

Intelligence did 1dentify Hong Kong as a potential terrorist target during the 2008 Beijing Olympics, but an
analysis of vague information by the city's authorities concluded there was no immediate danger of an attack,
the security secretary said yesterday.

Ambrose Lee Siu-kwong denied he had been lying or misleading the public when he said there was no specific
intelligence to show Hong Kong was a likely terror target in August 2008, when the equestrian events were
held in Hong Kong.

"We had vague intelligence saying the Xinjiang independent movement and al-Qaeda would like to attack
China, including Hong Kong during the Olympics, but no specific intelligence to show when Hong Kong might
be under a threat," he said.

"We conducted an immediate in-depth study and evaluated the situation at that time, then concluded that there
was no specific intelligence to show that Hong Kong was under immediate danger of an attack. It would be
irresponsible if we published such intelligence without conducting any professional analysis and judgment.”
He was speaking after WikilLeaks revealed a cable sent from the US embassy in Beijing said Hong Kong was
on a list of potential targets during the Games and was also answering criticism from lawmakers that he had

denied as much at the time.

On June 16, 2008, immigration director Simon Peh Yun-lu told the public some people intended to ruin the
Olympics and the security bureau denied being aware of such a threat.

On August 5, three days before the start of the Games, Lee told the public that "at this moment, we do not have
specific intelligence to show Hong Kong is a target city [of terrorists]".

James To Kun-sun, chairman of the Legislative Council security panel, accused Lee of lying about the threat
and said the WikilLeaks' cable showed "the director told the truth, and the minister lied".

Democratic Alliance for the Betterment and Progress of Hong Kong lawmaker Ip Kwok-him backed the
minister and said he did not think it was a lie.

"This was a judgment by Lee after he heard analysis from law enforcement agencies which could make the
public feel at ease," he said.
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Department: INFORMATION SERVICES DEPARTMENT
Serial No.: ANE200806160346

ANE: Response to media enquiries on remarks by D of

Immigration
dhkhkddhddhbhdkhddbhbdbddhdbhddddrbhdddbdddxhbhdrdrdddhdddrrhhddhdiidt

In response to media enquiries on the remarks made today
(June 16) by the Director of Immigration about the Olympic
Equestrian Events, a Government spokesman said:

“Despite the risk inherent in large Olympic events, there is
currently no intelligence to suggest that Hong Kong is likely to
be a target for terrorism during the Equestrian Events. The
terrorist threat level remains ‘Moderate’

“The Police maintain a high degree of vigilance and state of
operational readiness commensurate with the prevailing threat
level.

“The Police will maintain close liaison with Mainland
authorities and overseas law enforcement agencies to ensure
timely exchange of intelligence and security assessments.

“The Police will step up security measures at strategic
locations, in particular the Airport, the public transport
system and other critical infrastructures, to ensure the safety
and stability of Hong Kong.”

Ends/Monday, June 16, 2008
Issued at HKT 22:06
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Press Releases

Secretary for Security talks about Xinjiang incident
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Following is the transcript (English portion) of the
remarks made by the Secretary for Security, Mr Ambrose S K Lee,
at a media session at the ground floor lobby of the Central
Government Offices, East Wing this morning (August 5):

Secretary for Security: We are very concerned about the
explosion in Kashgar yesterday. We condemn this kind of violent
act leading to deaths and injuries. We are now liaising with
relevant law enforcement agencies both on the Mainland as well
as overseas. We are also analysing intelligence gathered and we
will review our risk assessment. I can assure the Hong Kong
public that Hong Kong is still a very, very safe city. We are
confident that we have the capability to host very safe
Equestrian Events in Hong Kong.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Ends/Tuesday, August 5, 2008
Issued at HKT 10:30
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