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L egislative Council

L C Paper No. CB(2)1303/10-11(01)

Ref : CB2/PL/SE

Panel on Security

I nformation note prepared by the L egislative Council Secretariat
for the special meeting on 19 March 2011

Gover nment contingency measures and Outbound Travel Alert
in relation to therecent nuclear plant incidentsin Japan

In the early afternoon of 11 March 2011, a severe earthquake of
magnitude 9.0 occurred at the coast off the Miyagi Prefecture in Japan. The
earthquake generated a tsunami resulting in serious damage and casualties in the
north-eastern part of Japan. The relevant press reports on the incident are in
Appendix .

2. The Administration announced in the late afternoon of 11 March 2011
that the Emergency Monitoring and Support Centre had been activated to
closely monitor the development of the situation. The Assistance to Hong
Kong Residents Unit of the Immigration Department had increased the capacity
of its hotline (1868). It would join the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office
in Tokyo and the Chinese Embassy in Tokyo to provide assistance to Hong
Kong residents there. Two Immigration officers had departed for Tokyo to
provide assistance to Hong Kong residents. The Administration issued a red
Outbound Travel Alert ("OTA") for Japan in the late evening of 11 March 2011.
Following the explosion of a nuclear power plant in Fukushima Prefecture in
Japan, the Administration issued on 12 March 2011 a Black OTA for that
Prefecture, while Red OTA is maintained for the rest of the country. In view
of the seriousness and uncertainty of the incident of the nuclear power plantsin
Fukushima Prefecture, the Administration extended on 15 March 2011 the
Black OTA from the Fukushima Prefecture to four prefectures (i.e. Miyagi
Prefecture, Fukushima Prefecture, Ibaraki Prefecture and Iwate Prefecture),
while Red OTA was maintained for the rest of Japan. The Chinese Embassy in
Japan and the Consulate General in Niigata announced the arrangements for
Chinese citizens, including Hong Kong residents, to depart, on avoluntary basis,
the seriously affected areas (i.e. Miyagi Prefecture, Fukushima Prefecture,
Ibaraki Prefecture and Iwate Prefecture) in an orderly manner. Hong Kong



residents there might voluntarily depart in accordance with the stated
arrangements.  The relevant press releases issued by the Administration are in
Appendix 1.

3. At the Council meeting of 16 March 2011, Hon Alan LEONG raised an
urgent oral question on the safety of food products imported from Japan.
Hon KAM Nai-wal raised an urgent oral question on Hong Kong's contingency
measures in respect of the nuclear incident in Japan. Hon Paul TSE also raised
an urgent oral question on the personal safety of Japan-bound Hong Kong
travellers. The Council questions and the Administration's replies are in
Appendix [11.

Council Business Division 2
Legislative Council Secretariat
18 March 2011
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Hongkongers caught up in Japan’s day of terror

It took a while before the true extent
of vesterday's horror kicked in for the

traditionally tranquil Japanese peo- -

ple, said Hong Kong student Ricky
Wong, who experienced the huge
earthquake first hand.

“Suddenly everything in my
apartment jumped up and down. |
knew it was a big earthquake and |
immediately wentdown to the street.
Many people did the same,” said
Wong, who has been studying in To-
kvo for two vears.

He said Japanese people reacted
in a calm and organised manner. The
rrue horror only sank in later.

“Maybe they are used to earth-
quakes,” said Wong, who said there
were also three powerful aftershocks.
“But when they saw on TV how the
tsunami [swept throughl, many
broke down in tears.”

Wong is one of tens of thousands
of Hong Kong people in Japan.

Japan, particularly Tokyo, has
long been a favoured travel and study
destination for Hong Kong people.

It was hard to put a figure on ex-
actlyhow many Hong Kongresidents
were in areas around Sendai- the city
worst hit by the tsunami and quake.
Undersecretary for Security Lai
Tung-kwok said there were 477 Hong
Kong people in 22 tour groups in the

[The] telephone
network in Tokyo
has collapsed. I
tried to make calls
many times but all
failed ... there are
people everywhere
in the street

Zhang Hong, who contacted the
Post from Japan yesterday

region. The tour agencies of all 22
groups confirmed they were safe.
Another 800 Hongkongers
bought individual tour packages
from various travel companies, Lai
said. The number of travellers in Ja-
pan on their own remains unclear.
Japan is the most popular holiday
destination for Hong Kong people.
According to the Japan National
Tourist Organisation, 508,700 Hong
Kong people visited Japan in 2010.
Chief Executive Donald Tsang
Yam-kuen offered his condolences to
the Japanese people, Lai said. The
government has issued a red travel

alert for Japan - meaning people are
advised not to travel there unless it is

essential. It has also set up a hotline
and had received 263 calls for assis-
tance and 594 inquiries last night.
Two immigration officials flew to
Tokyo to help any stranded Hong
Kong people.

Lai asked the public not to panic if
they temporarily lost contact with
relatives and friends as telecom-
munication systems in Japan were
paralysed.

Travel Industry Council executive
director Joseph Tung Yao-chung
asked people booked on tours to Ja-
pan to contact their travel agent.

“There are 37 tour groups, with
about 800 people. who plan to go
there later this week. Most of these

US breathes a sigh of
relief after tsunami
sweeps through
Hawaii but inflicts
little damage

The United States appears to be out of
major danger from the tsunami caused
by the earthquake.

“The tsunami wave has gone
through Hawaii and there does not
seem to be any enormous impact,
which is extremely encouraging,” White
House chief of staff Bill Daley said ata
meeting of the President’s Export
Council.

There was still some risk to the US
West Coast, “but | think the enormous
fears that that were there hours ago,
for some of us hours ago, has
diminished greatly, which is quite a
relief for all of us™, Daley said.

Residents in parts of northern
California evacuated their homes after

. tours are now cancelled,” Tung said.

He said Sendai was not a tourist desti-
nation and only “a few Hong Kong
people” went there.

Such was the power of the tsuna-
mi that the sea level around Hong
Kong rose by 50 centimetres, within
normal daily tidal variations, when
the crest of the tsunami reached the
city at around 9pm, according to the
Observatory.

Through all the chaos and panic,
many people stranded in Tokyo tried
to reach out through the internet.
Some contacted the South China
Morning Post to ask for help.

“[The] telephone network in To-
kyo has collapsed. [ tried to make

a state emergency agency spokesman
said the tsunami could reach two
metres when it hits parts of the
northern California coast.

Authorities in Oregon advised
coastal residents to evacuate and
schools were to close along the coast.

Canada issued tsunami advisories
for parts of British Columbia. The
government said it believed a low-level
tsunami had been generated that could
affect buildings on the coast or create
strong currents in harbours and
isolated coastal areas. Local
governments were advised to
immediately evacuate marinas,
beaches and other areas below the
normal high tide mark.

Philippine civil defence officials
lifted a tsunami alert after small waves
hit the country’s Pacific seaboard.

Bartolome Bautista, deputy director
of the Philippine Institute of
Volcanology and Seismology, later said
the tsunami alert was over, after the
east coast was hit with waves not
exceeding one metre. The government
said there were no immediate reports

calls many times but all failed. All the
trams have stopped and there are
people everywhere in the street,”
Zhang Hong wrote from Japan.

“There are many aftershocks. But
Tokyo is better off than Sendai. Many
people are missing there and houses
are flooded,” he said.

Hong Kong Airlines flight HX618
to Tokyo, was forced to tum back to
Hong Kong after departure, The Air-
port Authority said that of the 25
flights between Hong Kong and To-
kyo, at least three were delayed, while
others had to land elsewhere in Ja-
pan. Cathay Pacific said all flights to
Tokyo would be suspended until this
afternoon.

of damage or casualties.

On Easter Island, a Chilean territory
in the South Pacific, authorities planned

to move residents to higher ground.
Chilean President Sebastian Pinera
- whose country was hitby a
devastating 8.8-magnitude quake and
ensuing tsunami that killed more than
500 people a year ago - called on

Chileans to remain alert but to continue

with their daily routines.
Peruvian officials said they were

waiting until late afternoon to decide if
they would order evacuations from low-
lying coastal areas such as the port city
of Callao.

Any tsunami waves were forecast to
first hit Peru in the northern city of
Tumbes, near the border with Ecuador,
at around 5.30pm local time, and arrive
in Lima two hours later. Any
evacuations would be ordered about
two hours before the arrival of the
waves, officials said.
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Lawmaker says tourists are encouraged to go ahead with plans rather than lose cash

Travel alert system comes under fire

......................................................

Ng Yuk-hang, Ada Lee
and Adrian Wan

The government’s travel alert system
has been criticised for encouraging
people to risk personal safety to con-
tinue with their travel plans.

The travel warning-for Fuku-
shima, where engineers are fighting
to averta partial nuclearmeltdown, is
black, meaning all travel should be
avoided. However, the alert is red for
the rest of Japan. This means people
are advised to avoid unnecessary
travel, But those who opt out of tours

will only get their money back under
a black alert. There is a risk of a sec-
ond explosion at the quake-damaged
nuclear power station in Fukushima.

Tourism sector lawmaker Paul
Tse Wai-chun said some people
could be putting financial concerns
ahead of personal safety.

“It's very important that travellers
aren’t forced to reluctantly put their
lives at risk just because they can’t get
their money back,” he said. It would
be helpful if the system allowed for
more refunds, he said.

At least one tour, organised by

Package Tour, went ahead yesterday,

taking 23 Hong Kong tourists to Oki-
nawa. The tour guide would not dis-
close how many customers had
opted out, saying only that “some
tourists have had queries”.

Tsesaid he would urgently movea
motion in the Legislative Council to
revise the alert system, proposing a
scheme whereby tour operators and
customers would share losses from
cancelled tours.

France has advised its citizens to
leave Tokyo while the US has told
Americans not to travel to Japan.

About 10 tour groups were still in
Tokyo yesterday, but were gradually
coming back. “All tour groups have
left Sendai and its surrounding
areas,” said Travel Industry Council
executive director Joseph Tung Yao-
chung, adding four to five tour
groups retumed from Tokyo to Hong
Kong yesterday.

But Tung yesterday defended the
compensation system. “Japan is
huge. Tours going to different places
in the country can’t all be cancelled
because one area is in danger,” he
said. “Hotels, flights have all been ar-

ranged in advance by tour operators.
We must also consider them.”

All tours from Hong Kong to To-
kyo were temporarily suspended,
Jessica Yuen Hoi-ying, of Package
Tour, said tours to Tokyo and Osaka
had been suspended until tomorrow
because of potential hazards, where-
as tours to Fukushima would be halt-
ed until the end of the month.

Hong Thai Travel Services deputy
general manager Daniel Chan Kin-
pang said the company would deter-
mine today whether it would sus-
pend tours to places such asOkinawa

and Hokkaido, which have not been
seriously affected. But he said all
tours to the eastem céast of Honshu
had been suspended until April 17.

The Hong Kong Immigration De-
partment said it had received more
than 3,600 inquiries and about 700
callsfor help by 5pmyesterday. Ofthe
calls for help, 376 said they had lost
contact with relatives in Japan, 193
were trying to return to Hong Kong
from Japan, and 146 wanted official
updates on the situation.

Some travellers who made it back
to the city yesterday complained of

chaos and unnecessary bureaucracy
from Hong Kong officers.

A Hong Kong couple, who have
lived for a few years in Tokyo and
have anine-year-old son, tookaaflight
from the city’s Haneda Airport yes-
terday afternoon, fearing radiation.

They were greeted by Hong Kong
officers dispatched to Japan, whom
they described as unhelpful and
bureaucratic.

The wife said: “It feels like they are
just going through the motions. It’s
all very bureaucratic - they’re not
actually there to help people.”
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Fresh food imports
under greater scrutiny

The Hong Kong government is stepping
up monitoring of food imported from
Japan, especially dairy products, fruit
and vegetables, after the nuclear scare.

But Secretary for Food and Health -
Dr York Chow Yat-ngok said the
Japanese government would not allow
contaminated products to be sold and
the city would not be greatly affected.
“Hong Kong does not depend on food
from Japan, soitis notreally a
concern,” he said.

Japanese restaurant owners,
however, are bracing for losses of up to
20 per cent because of disruptions to
the supply chain caused by the
devastating earthquake and tsunami.

Timothy Lau Shing-fai, who
operates the Kanizen crab restaurant
and Katte Shabushabu, said at least one
batch of crabs had already been
affected. It was originally bound for
Hong Kong from Tokyo on Saturday but
the flight was cancelled, he said.

“In the short term, | don’t think we'll
get any more crabs from the Honshu
region - we'll ask customers to switch
to Hokkaido crabs instead,” he said.

Lau, who also imported Wagyu beef
from Sendai, said he was still in contact
with the supplier. However, he said he
still had stock for one to two months.

Yiu Yat-chun of the Saikou Japanese
Restaurant said its shelifish imports
were most affected as Sendai and its
neighbouring areas are known for its
oysters, scallops and conches. He said
he had been told by two suppliers that
seafood would be in short supply.

“Business will definitely be affected,

but it is hard to say by how much at this
early stage,” he said.

In Jusco, Sogo and City'super
supermarkets yesterday, shoppers were
buying Japanese food as usual.

But one shopper, Gloria Poon, said
she would stop buying Japanese fresh
produce, as she was worried about
radioactive contamination. “t like
Japanese grapes, but | think it's best to
stop buying them at the moment.”

Another shopper said she wasn't
worried. She was confident the

In the short term, I
don't think we'll get
crabs from Honshu
- we'll switch to
Hokkaido crabs

Timothy Lau, restaurateur,
Kanizen and Katte Shabushabu

governments of Japan and Hong Kong
would be able to trace and recall any
contaminated products.

A City'super spokeswoman said it
was still trying to determine the effect
of the earthquake on supply. She said
the picture would be clearer today
when it obtains shipment information.

The Centre for Food Safety said
radioactive tests on 10 samples of fresh
produce from Japan were satisfactory.

Ng Yuk-hang
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Radiation
scans greet
returning
journalists

Danny Mok in Tokyo,
Martin Wong and Simpson Chéung

Government officials in full bio-haz-
ard gear stood by on the airport run-
way last night, waiting to greet re-
turning local journalists.

Buses lined up to act as deconta-
nimation units for the 24 journalists
who were scanned for radiation on
theirarrival in HongKong on four dif-
ferent flights last night after covering
the earthquake, tsunami and Fuku-
shima nuclear power plant disaster
inJapan.

The journalists were told about
the inspections while in flight and as
soonas their planes landed they were
met by health officials wearing
spacesuit-like protective clothing,
and told to board the buses. Other
passengers were not required to do
so and were told to wait on the flight.
Reporters had their hands, legs and
bodies scanned and were asked if
they had been to any places where
they might have been exposed to ra-
diation. The whole process lasted for
about 20 minutes.

They later rejoined the other pas-
sengers on another bus and were
driven to the airport terminals,

A government spokesman said
the tests were conducted at the re-
quest of media organisations and no-
one was found to be contaminated.

Some passengers on one flight
carrying 12 local journalists ex-
pressed concern over why reporters -
uncertain if they were contaminated
—were allowed to board the plane.

Aflightattendant said she only re-
ceived a message from ground staff
that the flight was carrying the jour-
nalists when the plane was in mid-
air. "If we had known beforehand it
would have been better to do the
checking before allowing them to
board the plane,” she said. “It would
be easier to remedy [in case someone
is really contaminated].”

Secretary for Food and Health Dr
York Chow said anyone who was
concerned about any radiation dan-
ger should visit their local hospitals.

Meanwhile, back in Japan, 25
Hongkongers had still not been lo-
cated by late yesterday, three days
after the disaster. The Hong Kong
government said it remained opti-
mistic about finding the people, say-
ing past experience indicated that
many of them would be in contact
soon.

“The telephone network in Japan
has vet to resume normal operation
and we hope that these people will be
reached when the network services
improve,” acting director of Immi-
gration Eric Chan Kwok-ki said.

Among the 25, two were believed
to be in Sendai and six in Tokyo or its

surrounding areas, according to tele-
phone signals, Chan said. The where-
abouts of the rest were unknown.

Tokyo is the most popular travel
destination in Japan for Hong Kong
people, but now the rotational black-
outs, train suspensions and petrol re-
strictions are making it a not-so-fun
place. Tourists and Hongkongers
working orstudying there are leaving.

“I'made a decision to return,” said
Bob Lee, a Hongkonger who has
been studying Japanese politics at a
university in Tokyo for the past three
years. He was at Tokyo’s Narita Inter-
national Airport waiting to board a
plane back to Hong Kong.

“[My family] were afraid about the
explosions, so they wanted me to re-
turn,” Lee said. “I was actually not
that scared, but my family called
many times since the quake struck.”

He said he would have a medical
examination to check for radiation
when he got home.

Although admittedly afraid of nu-
clear leakage, what really drove him
crazy were the electricity outages, Lee

[ haven't slept
very well for the
past few days,
and there were
non-stop tremors

Kiki Wong, who has been studying
in Tokyo and wants to go back

said. His Tokyo home had been
blacked out for hours every day since
the quakes. Kiki Wong, who has been
studying web design in Tokyo for four
years, flew back to Hong Kong yester-
day, but vowed to return asshe had a
new job there and was set to start
work on April 1.

Her family, worried about the nu-
clear plants and the aftershocks, had
urged her to returmn home.

"I haven't slept very well for the
past few days, and there were non-
stop tremors,” she said.

Immigration director Chan said
additional manpower was being de-
ployed to help Hong Kong people in
Japan. The hotline (852) 1868 had re-
ceived4,131inquirtes and 796 calls for
assistance. Many Hong Kong travel
agencies decided to cancel package
tours to Japan until further notice.

Cathay Pacific Airwaysextended a
special one-way economy class fare
of HK$5,755 from Japan to Hong
Kong to include seven airports in six
cities — Narita and Haneda near To-
kyo, Osaka, Nagoya, Sapporo, Fuku-
oka and Okinawa. The special fare
would be available until Sunday.
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Travel warnings ‘not for refunds’

Martin Wong and Phyllis Tsang

The government’s travel warning
system is not designed for would-be
travellers to get refunds from tour
operators, the security chief said
vesterday.

Ambrose Lee Siu-kwong said in a
special Legislative Council session
the system only offered advice for
those planning to travel.

Lee was responding to criticisms,
including from some lawmakers, that
the government was encouraging
people to risk personal safety for re-
fusing to extend the black alert signal
to the whole of Japan.

Travellers who pull out of tours
wilt only get their money back under
a blackalert.

1 understand some people are
unhappy because they are refused a
refund as the black travel waming is
not issued,” Lee said.

“Spme may want to blame us for
it, especially those who had applied
for leave and paid their fares. But the
black travel warning is only a refer-

ence for those travelling and not a
mechanism for refund.”

Inview of the crisisat the Japanese
nuclear plants, the government has
issued a black alert - the highest
warning-on travel to Miyagi, Ibaraki,
Iwate and Fukushima. This means all
travel to these places should be
avoided.

A red warning ~ for non-essential
travel -isin force for the rest of Japan.

Tourism lawmaker Paul Tse Wai-
chun asked why the government
failed to issue the highest ravel wam-
ing on Japan. He said many people

The black travel
warning is only
a reference and
not a mechanism

for refund

Secretary for Security Ambrose Lee,
defending the travel warning system

who had bought package tours were
forced to go because they could not
getarefund. .

Lee said the warning system was
to alert travellers of the risks of the
places they were visiting. A red warn-
ing already meant people should
avoid non-essential travel. “If you are
only going for a visit, is it an essential
trip?” he asked. He added that there
were no indicators that the radiation
leak had badly affected Tokyo and
other parts of Japan.

James To Kun-sun questioned the
government's rationale over the
grading of its travel wamning.

Citing the Philippines as an exam-
ple forwhich the black travel warning
is still in force, To asked why the gov-
ernment only issued the red travel
warning to Tokyo and Japan as a
whole despite the many unclear
factors.

“Many people died in the [Manila
bus hostage] incident, which has cast
a shadow in the minds of many Hong
Kong people,” Lee said.

He added that the government

was discussing with the Philippines
on how to enhance protection to
travellers.

Undersecretary for Security Lai
Tung-kwok said there were still 22
Hong Kong people in Japan who had
not been reached. “Most of them are
in the surrounding area of Tokyo and
only two are in areas near Sendai. ac-
cording to their mobile-phone sig-
nals,” he said.

Lai said a radiation scan counter
had been set up at the airport restrict-
ed area yesterday. Travellers from Ja-
pan could be checked there.

“Itisa voluntaryexercise,” he said.

He said this was because there
was no sign that people staying 20
kilometres away from the troubled
Japanese nuclear plant would be
contaminated.

Meanwhile, the government ves-
terday issued a black warning against
travels to Bahrain, citing widespread
demonstrations and “outbreaks of
violence”. The king of Bahrain de-
clared a three-month state of emerg-
ency on Tuesday.

HK ramps up radiation response

Colleen Lee and Serinah Ho

The Standard

Hong Kong has beefed up its
emergency response as fears
grow of a nuclear meltdown
in Japan. Over the next few
days, authorities will give a
daily briefing on the latest
situation in Japan.

The Hong Kong Obser-
vatory yesterday started re~
feasing realume radiation
readings on its website onan

hourly basis instead of daily.

Also, counters have been
set up at Chek Lap Kok air-
port for passengers from Japan to have vol-
untary scans for radiation.

Undersecretary for Security Lai Tung-
kwok said radiation monitoring has been
stepped upas *‘travelers may have concerns,”
but assured that it is unlikely those returning
will have suffered radiation exposure.

Tourists usually visit Tokyo and few travel
to other neighboring prefectures.

““The further one is away from the radi-
ation source, the less harmful it will be. So
we believe those returning from Tokyo and
its neighboring areas were not exposed to
higher-than-normal radiation levels,”” he said.

The 64 travelers who received checks at
the airport until 4.30pni were clear.

The highest-level black outbound travel
alert, warning people to avoid all travel 1o
Fukushima, Miyagi, Ibaraki and Iwate
prefectures, as well as a red alert for Tokyo
and other areas remain in force.

Some lawmakers questioned officials at
a Legislative Council meeting why the black
alert was not extended to the whole of Japan.

Democratic Party legisiator James To

mmmmmwmmwu
Tung-kwok explain measures for the disaster. LIUNGANHUNG

Kun-sun said: ‘The government should use
common sense and issue a black alert as it is
a public safety issue.”

Lai insisted that a red alert, which advises
people to avoid non-essential travel, is ad-
equate at this stage for Tokyo and other areas.

Meanwhile, 22 Hongkongers in Japan
have not been accounted for since Friday's
disaster. Up to 3pm yesterday, the Immi-
gration Department had received 5,297 in-
quiries and 1,110 calls for help.

Cathay Pacific last night put on two more
flights from Tokyo due to rising demand,
adding more than 730 seats to the 2,700 avail-
able on seven daily flights.

Passengers holding tickets issued on or be-
fore March 11 with departures to and from
Tokyo, Osaka, Fukuocka, Nagoya, Sapporo
and Okinawa, for travel between March 11
and June 30 will be eligible for a refund.

Dragonair said those with tickets to and

from Fukuoka and Okinawa for travel be-
tween March 11 and June 30 can get refunds.
colleen.lee@singtaonewscorp.com
serinah.ho@singtaonewscorp.com
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Hong Kong issues red Outbound Travel Alert for Japan
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The HKSAR government today (March 11) issued a red Outbound
Travel Alert (OTA) for Japan. A government spokesman said, "A
severe earthquake over magnitude 8 occurred near the east coast
of Honshu, Japan. The Japanese government has issued a tsunami
warning."

The spokesman added: "Hong Kong residents who intend to
visit Japan should adjust their travel plans and avoid non-
essential travel. Those already there should attend to their
safety."

The Security Bureau will continue to liaise with the Hong
Kong Economic and Trade Office in Tokyo and the Chinese Embassy
in Japan in monitoring the situation there. The Chinese Embassy
in Japan has set up a hotline (81-3-34033064) to render
assistance to Chinese citizens including Hong Kong residents.
Any update will be issued through the media and the bureau's OTA
webpage (www.sb.gov.hk/eng/ota).

Residents who need assistance while outside Hong Kong may

call the 24-hour hotline of the Assistance to Hong Kong
Residents Unit of the Immigration Department at (852)1868.

Ends/Friday, March 11, 2011
Issued at HKT 19:00

NNNN
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Press Releases

Hong Kong issues Black Travel Alert for Japan (Fukushima

Prefecture)
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In view of the explosion of a nuclear power plant in
Fukushima Prefecture in Japan, the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region Government today (March 12) has issued a
Black Outbound Travel Alert (OTA) for Fukushima Prefecture of
Japan, while Red OTA is maintained for the rest of the
country . Hong Kong residents in Japan are urged to avoid all
travel to Fukushima Prefecture, pay attention to the
announcement of local government and take practicable measures
to attend to their personal safety, the Government spokesman
said.

The Government today issued SMS over mobile phones to Hong
Kong residents with roaming services in Japan to inform them
that Black OTA has been issued for Fukushima Prefecture of
Japan, residents there should attend to personal safety.

Security Bureau will continue to closely monitor the
situation and issue updates through the media and the OTA
webpage (www.sb.gov.hk/eng/ota). Security Bureau will continue
to liaise with the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office in Tokyo
and the Chinese Embassy in Japan in monitoring the situation
there. The Chinese Embassy in Japan has set up a hotline (81-3-
34033064) to render assistance to Chinese citizens including
Hong Kong residents.

Residents outside Hong Kong who need assistance may call

the 24-hour hotline of the Assistance to Hong Kong Residents
Unit of the Immigration Department at (852) 1868.

Ends/Saturday, March 12, 2011
Issued at HKT 20:17
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Press Releases

Hong Kong issues Black Outbound Travel Alert to four prefectures
(Miyagi Prefecture, Fukushima Prefecture, Ibaraki Prefecture and

Iwate Prefecture) in Japan
kkkkhkkkhkkhkhkkkhkkhhkkhkkhkhkhkkhkkhhkkhkkhhkhkkhkkhhkhkkhkhkhkkhkdhhkkhkd,hkk,kd,h,hkk,kd,hkkk,d,hkk*kx*x*

In view of the seriousness and uncertainty of the incident

of the nuclear power plants in Fukushima Prefecture in Japan,
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government today
(March 15) has extended the Black outbound travel alert (OTA)

from one prefecture to four prefectures (i.e. Miyagi Prefecture,
Fukushima Prefecture, Ibaraki Prefecture and Iwate Prefecture),

while the Red OTA is maintained for the rest of the country.

Hong Kong residents are urged to avoid all travel to these four

prefectures. Those already there should pay attention to the
announcement of local government and take practicable measures

to attend to their personal safety.

The Government today issued SMS over mobile phones to Hong

Kong residents with roaming services in Japan to remind them

that the Black OTA has been extended to four prefectures,
residents there should attend to personal safety.

The Chinese Embassy in Japan and the Consulate General in
Niigata have announced the arrangements for Chinese citizens,

including Hong Kong residents, to depart, on a voluntary basis,
the seriously affected areas (i.e. Miyagi Prefecture, Fukushima

Prefecture, Ibaraki Prefecture and Iwate Prefecture) in an

orderly manner. Hong Kong residents there may voluntarily depart

in accordance with the stated arrangements.

Security Bureau will continue to closely monitor the
situation and issue updates through the media and the OTA
webpage (www.sb.gov.hk/eng/ota).

Residents outside Hong Kong who need assistance may call
the 24-hour hotline of the Assistance to Hong Kong Residents
Unit of the Immigration Department at (852) 1868. The Chinese

Embassy in Japan has set up a hotline (81-3-34033064) to render

assistance to Chinese citizens including Hong Kong residents.
Staff of the Immigration Department and the Hong Kong Economic

and Trade Office in Tokyo will continue to render assistance to
Hong Kong residents at the Narita and Haneda airports in Tokyo.

Ends/Tuesday, March 15, 2011
Issued at HKT 20:22
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Press Releases

LC Urgent Ql: Food products imported from Japan
R R EE SRR SR SR ESE SRR SRR SR EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEES

Following is a question by Hon Alan Leong under Rule 24 (4)
of the Rules of Procedure and a reply by the Secretary for Food
and Health, Dr York Chow, in the Legislative Council today
(March 16) :

Question:

Given that after the occurrence of the most serious
earthquake ever recorded in Japan, there were successive
explosions at the nuclear power plants in Fukushima, some
members of the public in Hong Kong are worried that food
products imported from Japan will be contaminated by
radiation. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council:

(a) of the types of food products currently imported into Hong
Kong which come from areas that may be exposed to radiation and
the quantities imported each day;

(b) given that the Secretary for Food and Health (SFH) indicated
on March 14 that the Centre for Food Safety had carried out
tests on fresh food products imported from Japan, whether the
authorities can clarify the criteria adopted at present in
testing the level of radiocactive contamination in Japanese food
products, as well as the measures to be adopted by the
authorities when some food products are found to have a level of
radioactive contamination exceeding the normal standard; and

(c) given that SFH indicated on March 14 that he would closely
monitor food products imported from Japan, such as details of
their places of origin, the time of departure from the farms,
etc., regarding the importation procedures for the food products
mentioned above, whether the authorities and the Japanese
Government have established crisis management and reporting
mechanisms, so as to obtain full information on the sources of
food products imported into Hong Kong and prevent food products
which have been contaminated by radiation from being imported
into Hong Kong; if they have, of the details; if not, the
channels through which the authorities will receive the relevant
information?

Reply:
President,

Japan has just suffered from the most serious earthquake
ever recorded in the country and a series of explosions at the
nuclear power plants in Fukushima. We feel sorry for the
significant human loss and devastation caused. The Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region Government would like to offer our
deep sympathy and regards to the people and Government of
Japan. We are prepared to offer all necessary assistance when
required.

In Hong Kong, some members of the public are concerned that

food products imported from Japan might have been contaminated
by radiation. The Government is responsible for monitoring the

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201103/16/P201103160224 print.htm 2011/3/18
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LC Urgent Q1: Food products imported from Japan

food safety in Hong Kong and will release the results of our
surveillance programme in a highly transparent manner so as to
relieve public concern.

Radioactive material can affect our body through three
ways, including (a) direct radiation; (b) through skin contact
with and breathing in the contaminated air; and (c) through
consuming the contaminated food and water.

If radiocactive fission products are released into the
atmosphere, some of the gaseous and volatile radiocactive
isotopes could be carried by wind. The invisible radiocactive
material would behave in a way similar to a plume or cloud of
smoke dispersing into the atmosphere, with some of its contents
deposited onto the ground. The concentration of radioactive
materials in the plume decreases as they move further away from
the relevant site. Through the Plume Exposure Pathway, an
individual could be radiologically contaminated from direct
exposure to radiation emitted by airborne and deposited
material, or from internal exposure by inhalation of airborne
material.

When radioactive substances in the plume are deposited on
plants, soil or water, they might enter the food chain. In the
first instance, plants and animals could become surface
contaminated and tissue contamination could occur after
inhalation or after intake or ingestion of radiologically
contaminated nutrients (animals eating a large quantity of
contaminated items can concentrate radioactivity in their
tissues). This tissue contamination will reduce over
time. While surface contamination can be largely removed by
washing, tissue contamination cannot be so removed.

People can ingest the substances directly, or indirectly
through eating the products of animals (including fish) which
have themselves eaten contaminated substances. Through this
Ingestion Pathway, people may still become radiologically
contaminated even they are not living in areas under the plume
or after a lengthy period of time from the incident by consuming
radiologically contaminated foodstuffs.

So long as the level of contamination does not exceed a
certain level, people consuming these contaminated foodstuffs
will unlikely experience either short-term or long-term ill-
effects. The most important consideration is the total
radiation dose from consuming radiologically contaminated
foodstuffs (including water). The impact of radiation on human
health depends on its intensity, the length of exposure, the
type of radiation and the kind of body cells exposed.

As a matter of fact, naturally occurring radioactivity is
common in the environment. Our body metabolic processes can
often repair any potential damage caused by low levels of
radiation exposures. In a nuclear power plant accident, the
general population is not likely to be exposed to high radiation
doses. The consumption of radiocactively contaminated foodstuffs
may result in long-term effects such as an increased risk of
cancer in exposed persons. In general, foodstuffs available on
markets are unlikely to be contaminated with very high levels of
radioactive substances after a nuclear emergency. Therefore,
the chance of acute health effect is unlikely.

In response to the nuclear plant explosions after the
earthquake in Japan, the Centre for Food Safety (CFS) has, since

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201103/16/P201103160224 print.htm 2011/3/18
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LC Urgent Q1: Food products imported from Japan

March 12 (the day of the nuclear incident), stepped up
surveillance and has tested the radiation level of fresh food
imported from Japan, including vegetables, fruits, and

milk. CFS currently adopts the standards laid down by the Codex
Alimentarius Commission in the Guidelines Levels for
Radionuclides in Food following Accidental Nuclear Contamination
in testing the radiation levels of food. To ensure the food
from Japan is free from contamination, CFS concentrates the
surveillance on fresh food items, especially those from the
central part of Honshu. For other food items, CFS will make
reference to the risk assessment and target those produced after
the explosiongs of the nuclear plants and which stand a higher
risk of contamination. CFS will continue to monitor closely the
food imported from Japan in the near future. If the place of
origin or the time of production is linked to the incident, CFS
will test the radiation level of these food items to ensure they
are not contaminated.

CFS has liaised with the relevant Japanese authority for
information and will continue to monitor the latest developments.

The reply to the three parts of question is as follows:

(a) Currently, the food from Japan only constitutes a small part
of our total imports. Imported fresh food from Japan consisted
mainly of meat, aquatic products, milk, frozen confections,
vegetables and fruit. The total import of the above foodstuffs
amounted to 380 tonnes in 2010, with market shares ranging from
below 1% (e.g. vegetables and fruits) to 5% (e.g. meat, milk and
frozen confections). Import of poultry and poultry eggs from
Japan has been suspended since the outbreak of avian influenza
last year.

As of present, the Japanese Government has not been able to
delineate the area affected by radiation contamination. CFS
has, since March 12, stepped up surveillance on Japanese fresh
food imported by air, testing the radiation level for each
consignment. As at 5pm yesterday (March 15), 34 samples have
been tested and all results were satisfactory. None of these
samples was consigned from Sendai or Fukushima.

(b) CFS currently adopts the standards laid down by the Codex
Alimentarius Commission in the Guidelines Levels for
Radionuclides in Food following Accidental Nuclear Contamination
in testing the radiation levels of food. Relevant radionuclides
include iodine-131, caesium-134 and caesium-137, etc, which are
most closely associated with health risks.

If a consignment of food is tested to have exceeded the
contamination standard, the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department will immediately detain that consignment and arrange
for disposal.

(c) Since the nuclear plant explosion in Fukushima, CFS has been
in close contact with the Consulate-General of Japan in order to
obtain more information and has kept a close eye on the
developments in the relevant areas. As the situation in Japan
is still developing, CFS will continue to liaise with the
relevant Japanese authority to keep abreast of the latest
development. Announcements will be made as and when appropriate.

Ends/Wednesday, March 16, 2011
Issued at HKT 16:11
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LC Urgent Q2: Contingency measures for radiation leak at nuclear

plant in Japan
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Following is a question by the Hon Kam Nai-wai under Rule 24
(4) of the Rules of Procedure and a reply by the Secretary for
Security, Mr Ambrose S K Lee, in the Legislative Council
yesterday (March 16):

Question:

In view of the severity and urgency of the incident of
radiation leak at the Fukushima nuclear plant ("Fukushima
plant") in Japan, and the Central Government commencing its
evacuation of Chinese nationals from certain areas of Japan,
will the Government inform this Council:

(a) whether it has made enquiries with the Japanese government
on the situationsg of the various nuclear reactors at the
Fukushima plant and information relating to the leak of various
types of radiocactive materials and radiation; if it has, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that;

(b) whether it has assessed the probability and possible extent
of Hong Kong being affected by the radiation leak incident; if
it has, of the details; what contingency measures it has at
present to deal with the situation where Hong Kong is affected
by the radiation leak incident; whether it has assessed the risk
and probability of similar type of crises occurring at the Daya
Bay nuclear plant; if it has, of the details and its contingency
measures for that; and

(c) whether it has assessed if Hong Kong has enough manpower,
equipment, drugs and related resources to deal with incidents of
Hong Kong being affected by a radiation leak, and whether
relevant drills have been conducted; if it has, of the details;
if not, the reasons for that; whether it will arrange health
check-ups for people who returned to Hong Kong from Japan
recently; if it will, of the details and the timetable; if not,
the reasons for that; and what plan it has to help Hong Kong
people who are currently stranded in Japan to return to Hong
Kong?

Reply:
President:

My consolidated reply to the three parts of the question is
as follows:

The Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant Incident in Japan

Japan is a member state of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), bearing the responsibility to notify the IAEA of
any nuclear incident or accident according to the
guidelines. We understand that, since the earthquake at the
outer sea of the Miyagi Prefecture on March 11, the Japanese
Government has been notifying the IAEA of the nuclear power
plant incident and publicising the latest news to the

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201103/17/P201103160377_print.htm 2011/3/18



international community through public channels.

According to the Japanese Government, the Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear power plant suffered the major impact of the
earthquake. The nuclear power plant has six reactor units. In
the past few days, the cooling systems of reactor units 1 to 4
have been malfunctioning respectively. The nuclear power plant
has taken various measures of cooling by injecting water to the
reactor vessels. Based on information from various sources and
local nuclear expert's assessment, despite the fact that there
have been reports of explosion or fire at the concerned reactor
units, there is no evidence to show severe damage of the outer
shell of the reactor according to the present assessment and
thus no evidence to suggest emissions of radioactivity caused by
the release of a large amount of radioactive matters from the
reactor core. Japan has classified this event as a level
4 "Accident with Local Consequences" on the International
Nuclear and Radiological Event Scale (INES), in which the
highest level is level 7. The Japanese authorities have taken
measures to evacuate residents within the 20-kilometre zone
around the nuclear power plant and request residents living
within the 20 to 30 kilometres range from the plant to stay
indoors, which is consistent with the international
standard. At the same time, the Japanese Government is
publicising twice a day the radiation dose rate measurements of
different parts of the country. We are monitoring the incident
development around the clock.

Numerous experts have explained the incident to the public
in these few days. The Hong Kong Observatory (HKO) has stated
that for the past few days to the next few days, the air masses
reaching Hong Kong during the period mainly comes from the
Mainland China and the vicinity of Hong Kong instead of
Japan. Therefore Hong Kong basically will not be affected by
the radiation from Japan. Yesterday Mr Leung Kwong-ho, Chairman
of the Energy Advisory Committee, explained from an engineering
point of view that the diffusion rate of radiation is 1 over
30,000 for every five kilometres. Therefore the radiation
impact on public health is fairly low for an area outside the 20-
kilometre zone of the nuclear power plant, for example Tokyo
which is 250 kilometres away from the Fukushima Prefecture.

Assisting Hong Kong Residents in Japan

After the earthquake, the HKSAR Government has activated
the 24-hour Emergency Monitoring and Support Centre to closely
monitor the development of the incident. Ten members of staff
of the Immigration Department have been despatched to set up
health desks at the Narita and Haneda airports with staff of the
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office in Tokyo to render any
practicable assistance to Hong Kong residents in need there.

We have also been closely liaising with the airlines. So
far, the flights from different parts of Japan (including Tokyo)
to Hong Kong remain normal. On the other hand, airlines have
promised to increase flights from Tokyo to Hong Kong to bring
back Hong Kong residents who wish to return earlier. I also
appeal to Hong Kong tourists who are in Tokyo to stay calm and
pay attention to the announcement of the local
government. Those residents who wish to return to Hong Kong
earlier may contact airlines or our assistance hotline "1868"
for help. We have secured the co-operation of local airlines to
provide sufficient flights and seats to travellers in need.

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201103/17/P201103160377_print.htm
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As said, the Japanese Government has classified the event
at Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant as a level 4 "Accident
with Local Consequences" on the INES. Based on international
experts' advice, an evacuation or other special measures should
only be targeted at the 20-kilometre zone around the nuclear
power plant with radiation leak. According to the Japanese
Government, the 20-kilometre zone around Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear power plant has been cordoned off since March 12 and
visitors were barred from entering the area. Hence, the risk of
visitors in popular travel destinations, such as Tokyo which is
250 kilometres away from the nuclear power plant or Osaka which
is even further away, contaminating from direct radiation should
not be high. Therefore, it is not necessary to impose
compulsory radiation check on travellers from Japan, and Hong
Kong residents should not be over anxious.

However, considering the possible concern of residents
returning from Japan, we have, in conjunction with the Airport
Authority, set up a health desk at the airport. Travellers who
are worried about their radiation exposure may seek assistance.

Local Situations in Hong Kong

In Hong Kong, the HKO has set up ten radiation monitoring
stations within the territory which operate around the clock and
transmit data back to the Observatory every minute. The HKO has
also collected air samples to examine for radioactive
elements. After the earthquake, the HKO has been closely
monitoring the Japanese Fukushima nuclear power plant incident
and has activated the Monitoring and Assessment Centre to
monitor the radiation level within the territory. The HKO has
also increased the examination frequency from once every few
days to once a day. Up to now, the HKO's monitoring results
have indicated that the radiation level of Hong Kong is normal.

Besides, we understand that the National Nuclear Safety
Administration of the Ministry of Environmental Protection has
requested the other provincial environmental protection
departments to strengthen the monitoring. We note that the
coastal regions including Liaoning, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Shanghai,
Fuzhou and Guangdong etc. have already activated monitoring
system. In particular, Shanghai has activated the state-of-the-
art "super high volume aerosol sampler" which is able to take
sample of 1,000 cubic metre per hour and take sample within the
shortest time to test for abnormal radioactivity in the
atmosphere. The monitoring results have indicated no abnormal
radioactivity within the territory of China. Hong Kong is
further away from Japan than the Mainland coastal region just
mentioned and thus our assessment that Hong Kong will not be
affected by the radiation from Japan is consistent with the
Mainland monitoring results.

The HKO will continue to closely liaise with the Mainland
meteorological authorities and they will immediately inform HKO
for following up if abnormal radiation level is detected in the
Mainland. TIf necessary, the HKO will further step up the
monitoring by sending mobile survey teams to measure the
radiation level and radioactive plume within the Hong Kong
territory.

Daya Bay Contingency Plan

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201103/17/P201103160377_print.htm 2011/3/18
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The Daya Bay Nuclear Power Stations are located in an area
where no earthquake of magnitude 6 or above has ever taken
place. 1In fact, Hong Kong and the Daya Bay area are not
situated on an active fault zone, nor within an area with
geological conditions vulnerable to severe earthquakes. In this
regard, the chance of serious destruction caused by the
occurrence of severe earthquakes is slim. Unlike the Fukushima
nuclear power plant which adopts the "boiling water reactor™"
design, the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Stations adopt
the "pressurised water reactor" design. Each reactor in Daya
Bay is protected by three tiers of barrier to prevent the leak
of radioactive matter from the core. In addition, a multiple
protective mechanism is in place. Even if one of the protective
systems fails, there are still many stand-by options, which will
be automatically activated, to ensure that various safety
targets are met. The design has a well-proven safety record
world-wide.

To minimise the possible impact of any incident on Hong
Kong's public health and safety, the HKSAR Government had put in
place a Daya Bay Contingency Plan before the power stations were
up and running. The roles of all relevant departments, the work
they are required to conduct, and the necessary protective
equipments in the event of an incident are all set out in the
Contingency Plan, which has been uploaded to the website of the
Security Bureau. Details of the Contingency Plan are available
for public access. The Plan has listed out the roles to be
undertaken by all relevant departments in the event of radiation
leakage. The departments are equipped with protective gear that
meet their operational needs and appropriate medication
(including iodine tablets), which are available for use by
frontline staff and members of the public in need when
necessary. We have been regularly inspecting and renewing all
types of protective and inspection equipments. Drills on
radiation leakage are also conducted from time to time to ensure
the personnel of departments concerned are able to handle the
incidents effectively. 1In light of the current nuclear incident
in Japan, the HKSAR Government has immediately reviewed and
confirmed that all concerned reactor units have sufficient
manpower, equipments and ancillary measures to handle any
possible nuclear incidents in Hong Kong.

Ends/Thursday, March 17, 2011
Issued at HKT 00:54
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LC Urgent Q3: Outbound Travel Alert
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Following is a question by Hon Paul Tse Wai-chun under Rule
24 (4) of the Rules of Procedure and a reply by the Secretary for
Security, Mr Ambrose S K Lee, in the Legislative Council
yesterday (March 16):

Question:

Over the past two days, I have received requests for
assistance from more than a hundred travellers who have booked
tours to Japan or purchased their tour packages as well as from
workers of the tourism industry. They expressed grave
dissatisfaction with the Security Bureau's policy of not issuing
a black travel alert for "the whole of Japan" even under the
situation where tsunamis, aftershocks and radiation leak had
occurred successively in the wake of a 9.0 magnitude earthquake
in Japan. They also said that they kept calling the Travel
Industry Council of Hong Kong but their calls were unanswered as
the lines were busy, and thus they had nowhere to turn to for
assistance. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council:

(a) of the specific reasons for not yet issuing a black travel
alert for "the whole of Japan" to date;

(b) whether it has assessed how many Hong Kong tourist guides
and travellers will go to Japan in the coming three months
without coverage under the travel accident insurance and
employees' compensation insurance policies (the travel insurance
policies of many insurance companies are already rendered void
under a red travel alert); and

(c) in the light of the worsening radiation leak in Japan,
whether it has assessed how many travellers will need to undergo
a radiation contamination check when they return to Hong Kong
from Japan, and whether there are sufficient manpower and
resources in Hong Kong to cope with the large scale check-up
exercise to be carried out on returning travellers who might
have been contaminated by nuclear radiation; if it has, of the
outcome of its assessment; if it has not, whether such an
assessment can be conducted immediately?

Reply:
President,

(a) The Outbound Travel Alert (OTA) System aims to facilitate
Hong Kong residents to better understand the possible risk to
their personal safety when travelling overseas. When a large-
scale natural disaster or incident occurs elsewhere which may
affect the personal safety of Hong Kong residents, the Security
Bureau will assess the risk and consider the need for a travel
alert. The main factors to be taken into consideration include:
level of threat to personal safety; duration of the threat;
whether the threat is targeted at tourists, etc. We will obtain
information on the local situation through various means,
including the Office of Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong and the
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local Chinese Diplomatic and Consular Missions, the travel
industry, consulates general in Hong Kong, as well as the
overseas Economic and Trade Offices of the HKSAR Government. We
will also make reference to the travel information and alerts
issued by other countries.

On March 11 (about 1 pm, Hong Kong time), a severe
earthquake (magnitude 9) hit the coast off the Miyagi Prefecture
in Japan, which caused a tsunami. The HKSAR Government issued a
Red OTA for Japan on March 11. Since the earthquake, we have
been closely monitoring developments. In view of the incident at
the Fukushima nuclear power plant, the HKSAR government on March
12 issued a Black OTA for Fukushima Prefecture of Japan, while
Red OTA is maintained for the rest of the country. Taking
account of the seriousness and uncertainty of the incident of
the nuclear power plants in Fukushima Prefecture, the HKSAR
Government decided on March 15 to extend the Black OTA from one
prefecture to four prefectures (i.e. Miyagi Prefecture,
Fukushima Prefecture, Ibaraki Prefecture and Iwate Prefecture),
urging Hong Kong residents to avoid all travel to these
prefectures. The Red OTA is maintained for the rest of the
country, indicating that there is significant threat and
residents should adjust travel plans and avoid non-essential
travel. Those already there should remain calm and pay close
attention to local government reports and related information.

Based on international experts' advice, an evacuation or
other special measures should only be targeted at the 20-
kilometre zone around the nuclear power plant with radiation
leak. The Japanese authorities have taken measures to evacuate
residents within the 20-kilometre zone around the nuclear power
plant and request residents living within the 20 to 30
kilometres range from the plant to stay indoors, which is
consistent with the international standard. Currently, there is
no indication that people in areas outside the Miyagi,
Fukushima, Ibaraki and Iwate prefectures are subject to any
immediate threat to personal safety. Therefore, the HKSAR
Government does not issue Black OTA for the whole country. In
fact, the travel alert for Japan issued by the HKSAR Government
is consistent with that issued by other governments.

(b) Under the Employees' Compensation Ordinance (Cap. 282), all
employers are obligated to take out employees' compensation
insurance policies for their employees, and ensure that the
policies taken out can cater for their operational

needs. Employees' compensation insurance policies provide
protection for all employment. We understand that the level of
Outbound Travel Alert (OTA) generally would not affect the scope
of protection by the employees' compensation insurance policies.

The Labour Department advises that employers and employees
should discuss and agree clearly on the terms and conditions of
employment applicable to business visits outside Hong Kong in
advance, in order to protect the rights and benefits of both
sides and to avoid unnecessary disputes. In drawing up the
arrangements and contingency measures for business visits
outside Hong Kong, employers should give prime consideration to
employees' safety and make reference to the OTA issued by the
Security Bureau, and be considerate to the circumstances of
individual employee by adopting a flexible approach.

For the tourism sector, we have learned from the travel

agents concerned and the Travel Industry Council of Hong Kong
(TIC) that travel agents will not compel employees to escort
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tour groups to places for which an OTA has been issued. Where
necessary, the TIC would step in to mediate. The TIC has not
received any request for help from tour escorts about escorting
tour groups to Japan since the Government issued the OTA for
Japan.

On travel insurance, protection provided under insurance
policies (e.g. coverage for medical expenses, personal
accidents, travel delays, personal belongings) remains
applicable and effective in cases of earthquake and tsunami. 1In
general, travellers who have taken out travel insurance will not
lose their protection as a result of the Government issuing an
OTA for Japan. The position of individual case will depend on
the provisions of the relevant insurance policies. We encourage
outbound travellers to take out travel insurance that meets
their needs before departure and pay attention to the coverage
provided.

(c) The Japanese Government has classified the event at
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant as a level 4 "Accident
with Local Consequences" on the International Nuclear and
Radiological Event Scale (INES). Based on international experts'
advice, an evacuation or other special measures should only be
targeted at the 20-kilometre zone around the nuclear power plant
with radiation leak. According to the Japanese Government, the
20-kilometre zone around Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant
has been cordoned off since March 12 and visitors were barred
from entering the area. The risk of visitors in popular travel
destinations, such as Tokyo which is 250 kilometres away from
the nuclear power plant or Osaka which is even further away,
contaminating from direct radiation should not be high.
Therefore, it is not necessary to impose compulsory radiation
check on travellers from Japan, and Hong Kong residents should
not be over anxious.

However, considering the possible concern of residents
returning from Japan, we have, in conjunction with the Airport
Authority, set up a health desk inside the restricted area at
the airport. Travellers who are worried about their safety may
seek assistance at the health desk.

In fact, to minimise the possible impact of any incident on
Hong Kong's public health and safety, the HKSAR Government had
put in place a Daya Bay Contingency Plan to handle nuclear power
plant incident. The roles of all relevant departments in the
event of a nuclear leakage incident are detailed in the
Contingency Plan. The departments are equipped with protective
gear that meet their operational needs and appropriate
medication, which are available for use by frontline staff in
need when necessary. We have been regularly inspecting and
renewing all types of protective and inspection equipments.
Drills on radiation leakage are also conducted from time to time
to ensure the personnel of departments concerned are able to
handle the incidents effectively. In light of the current
nuclear incident in Japan, the HKSAR Government has immediately
reviewed and confirmed that all concerned units have sufficient
manpower, equipments and ancillary measures to handle any
possible nuclear incidents in Hong Kong, including checks for
entrants.

Ends/Thursday, March 17, 2011
Issued at HKT 01:08
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