a3 -4
L egislative Council

LC Paper No. CB(2)2545/10-11(02)

Ref : CB2/PL/SE

Panel on Security

I nformation note prepared by the L egislative Council Secretariat
for the special meeting on 29 August 2011

Security arrangements and handling of public meetings and public
processions at the Central Gover nment Complex and during visits of
political dignitariesto Hong Kong

The security arrangements and handling of public meetings and public
processions at the Central Government Complex and during visits of political
dignitaries to Hong Kong have not been discussed by committees of the
Legislative Council per se. However, there have been press releases issued by
the Administration and media reports on the subject, which are in Appendices|
and Il respectively.
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Press Releases

Police endeavor to facilitate media reporting
IR EE S EEE S EESEEEEEE S EEEEEEEEEEEEREEEEEEERESEEEREESE]

Police respect press freedom and the media's right of
reporting, and have always been striving hard to facilitate the
media to conduct reporting activities.

Police also have the responsibility to ensure the safety of
political dignitaries during their visits in Hong Kong. Based on
risk assessment, Police formulate and carry out related security
operations, which include implementation of control measures
inside the security zones. The primary objective is to ensure
the safety of the visiting political dignitaries.

In order to facilitate media coverage of the visits, Police
also set up designated press areas inside the security zones at
some venues. All journalists entering the security zones are
therefore required to go through security checks. Police believe
that the arrangement can facilitate media reporting as well as
achieve the objective of the security operations.

As the implementation of security operation will inevitably
affect the public to a certain extent, Police will try to keep
the impact to the minimum and appeal to the public for their
understanding.

Police will conduct a review after each major operation and
will seriously consider and follow up on the views raised by
different parties.

Under the principle of not affecting Police operations, the
Force will continue to provide all possible assistance to the
media and maintain close communication with them to strengthen
cooperation. Regarding Hong Kong Journalists Association’ s
request for a meeting to discuss the related matters, Police
will make the appropriate arrangement.

Police Report No. 10
Issued by PPRB

Ends/Saturday, August 20, 2011
Issued at HKT 14:16
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Press Releases

Spokesman for the Chief Secretary for Administration responds to

media enquiries
R SR SRR S SRS RS SR SRS EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEES

In response to media enquiries, a spokesman for the Chief
Secretary for Administration said today (August 20):

"The Chief Secretary categorically pointed out in his
remarks to the media yesterday that he fully respected press
freedom. During the recent visit of the state leader, the
Government disseminated to the public information about the
various events through open press, pool arrangement or official
coverage. The Chief Secretary understands that there may be
different opinions and views about these arrangements, and he
respects these views."

Ends/Saturday, August 20, 2011
Issued at HKT 19:22
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Press Releases

Transcript of remarks by CS
*khkkhkhkkkhkhkhkkhkdkhkhkkhkdkhrkhkdhkhkkhkdhkhkkkxk

Following is the transcript of remarks (English portion) by
the Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr Henry Tang, at a
media session after attending the opening ceremony of Hong Kong
Federation of Women T S Kwok Service Centre today (August 19):

Reporter: Mr Tang, there's been criticism that the security
measures have violated freedom of speech as well as press
freedom. How would you comment on that?

Chief Secretary for Administration: I think that is completely
rubbish that we have violated civil rights, nor have we violated
freedom of speech, because every single activity of the Vice-
Premier has been covered by the media. We have taken due care to
ensure the media get full access to all his activities.
Therefore, we think we have struck the right balance. Thank you.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Ends/Friday, August 19, 2011
Issued at HKT 20:17
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Protests at policing for Beijing VIP

Members of two political parties
protested yesterday against what
they claim was the suppression of
the freedom of expression, and
heavy-handed policing during last
week’s visit by Vice Premier Li
Kegiang.

Their action came 24 hours
after about 300 members of the
Hong Kong Journalists Associ-
ation made similar claims.

More than 10 members of the
Civic Party, led by leader and law-
maker Alan Leong Kah-kit, made
their feelings known at Wan Chai
police headquarters.

Leong said the heavy deploy-
ment of police denied the public
its rights, and made it impossible

for citizens to express their views
to Li. Up to 3,000 officers were
deployed daily to pretect him.

Leong called on the govern-
ment to set up an independent
committee to investigate whether
officers had abused their powers.

He also urged police chief
Andy Tsang Wai-hung to apol-
ogize to the public.

Members of the Democratic -
Party also protested at government
headquarters in Tamar. They de-
manded Chief Secretary Henry
Tang Ying-yen withdraw his
comments that criticism of police
hampering the freedom of ex-
pression is * ‘completely rubbish.”
PHILASIU
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L1 KEQIANG’'S VISIT

FACE US AT
FORUM,

STUDENTS
DEMAND

Thousands sign on to newspaper ad and
Facebook page urging HKU chief to explain
security set-up during vice-premier’s trip

peter.so@scmp.com

The University of Hong Kong vice-
chancellor is under presstre to at-
tend an open discussion with stu-
dents over much-criticised security
arrangements for the visit of Vice-
Premier Li Keqiang (F5%#®) to the
campus last week.

A full-page advertisement signed
by 1,500 people — most of them HKU
students and alumni - in a Chinese-
language newspaper today calls on
Professor Tsui Lap-chee to apologise
and for Police Commissioner Andy
Tsang Wai-hung to resign,

“By inviting [the vice-premiet] to
attend the ceremony celebrating the
university’s centenary, the university
has demeaned itself from a free cam-
pus to a place suppressing dissi-
dents,” the statement says.

More than 7,000 people have also
joined a Facebook group to condermnn
the university’s reaction to the row
and to state that the incident has un-

The university has
demeaned itself
from a free campus
to a place
suppressing
dissidents

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT

A rally targets Chief Secretary Henry
Tang Ying-yen. Photo: Sam Tsang

dermined freedom of expression.

They also demanded that Tsui,
who has since criticised police action
during Li’s visit, attend an open
forum on the campus on Friday to ex-
plain how HKU had invited the vice-
premier and how it had decided on
the security.

Liwasin the city for three days. On
Thursday, he went to HKU, where
protesting students were hemmed in
by police well away from the celebra-
tion venue. Some of the students
were dragged to the ground and a
third-year politics undergraduate,
Samuel Li Shing-hong, was detained
for an hour.

A university spokesman later said
the police were mainly responsible
for the security set-up and that HKU
oniy provided help. Tsui also attend-
ed a forum last Friday to explain the
arrangements and offered an apolo-
gy to Samuel Li. But HKU was criti-
cised for calling the forum at short
notice and failing to give a clear ex-
planation. A day later, Tsui issued an-
other statement saying the “strength
and measures of handling the pro-
testers by police was unacceptable”.

A spokeswoman said yesterday
that HKU would provide a venue for
the upcoming forum but had not yet
decided who would represent it.

Former student and forum organ-
iser Carman Chan Wai-man said she
hoped Tsui would attend the event to
give a clearer explanation and to gain
a better understanding of how stu-
dents expected him to safeguard
freedom of expression at HKU.

Samuel Lisaid Tsuihad asked him
to a private meeting, but he had de-
clined the invitation as he expected
the professor to clear the air in public.

Secretary for Security Ambrose
Lee Siu-kwong said in Beijing that he
was aware of the security criticisms.
He said the police would review the
measures and give an account at a
special legislature meeting on Friday.

Deputy police commissioner
John Lee Ka-chiu reiterated the force
respected freedom of expression but
at the same time had a duty to ensure
the safety of visiting state leaders.
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VICE-PREMIER’S VISIT

TSANG CALLS FOR

MEDIA SUMMIT

IN SECURITY ROW

Chief executive denies police operation during
Li Keqiang’s trip was excessive, but orders talks
with journalists over ‘obstruction’ allegations

Peter So and Tanna Chong
peter.so@scmp.com

Chief executive Donald Tsang Yam-
kuen dismissed claims that security
during the visit of Vice-Premier Li
Keqgiang (ZE7 ) was heavy-handed.

He said the measures were appro-
priate, but admitted they might have
caused inconvenience to the public,
and asked for understanding,

Tsang has also told Chief Secre-
tary Henry Tang Ying-yen to meet
media representatives next week to
respond to accusations that freedom
of speech was suppressed during Li's
visit last week.

Tsang was commenting for the
first time on the row.

Tang had earlier denounced
claims of an attack on press freedom
as “completely rubbish”.

More than 300 journalists staged a
rally on Saturday, protesting that
photographers had been obstructed.

They also complained about
stringent checks on media represen-
tatives and the setting-up of press
areas far away from the events.

They said only edited government
videos and articles were offered at
some of the events attended by Li.

Yesterday, Tsang called for a
“level-headed” approach to the row.

He told the plenary session of the
Hong Kong-Guangdeng Co-opera-
tion Joint Conference: “We are
regarded as a role model in terms of
protecting leaders ... we have to take
into account the latest global situa-
tion when making the security

arrangements.” Tsang added that the
government would seek to commu-
nicate with media organisations to
see if improvements could be made.

He said: “Tunderstand the media
have many grievances about this visit
... Ihave asked Tang to meet directly
with media representatives.”

News Executives’ Association
chairman Ronald Chiu Ying-chun
said committee members would
meet Tang next Wednesday.

They would express concem over
the media arrangements during Li’s
visit and discuss arrangements for
future visits.

Some journalists suggested that
the media should stop using edited
videos and articles provided by
official media organisations, but
Chiu said the association would
make no such call at the moment.

“If we boycott those materials, it
might further undermine the
public’s right to be informed,” Chiu
said. During his three-day visit, Li at-

We have to take
into account the
latest global
situation when
making security
arrangements
CHIEF EXECUTIVE DONALD TSANG

tended at least 22 events but the
media were invited to only 10. Infor-
mation on other events - including

_ his visit to local families, a home for

the elderly and meetings with offi-
cials and business leaders - was

released only through the govern-
ment’s Information Services Depart-
ment or Xinhua.

At none of the events were jour-
nalists allowed to ask Li questions.

Meanwhile, University of Hong
Kong vice-chancellor Professor Tsui
Lap-chee issued a statement yester-
day in a Chinese-language newspa-
per to apologise for a row that broke
out last Thursday when Li visited the
university campus.

Protesting students were blocked
by police well away from the venue
and some were dragged to the
ground. A third-year politics under-
graduate, Samuel Li Shing-hong, was
detained for an hour.

It was the fourth such statement
in six days. “The autonomy of the
university must be safeguarded and
freedom of expression guaranteed
when any security measure is
deployed.” Tsui wrote. “We were all
taken aback by the scale of police
mobilised on the date of the event.”

He added that the university
alone was not able to provide the lev-
el of security required for a visit by a
state leader, adding; “I am sorry
about the incident and, as the head of
this institution, would like to offer my
sincere apologies to our students and
alumni for not having been able to
preventit.”

HKU Centenary Action — a group
comprising students and alumni -
will hold a black-ribbon petition
today to protest against the security
operation last Thursday.

> HARRY’S VIEW A2

Tsang orders talks with
media on Li Kegiang visit

Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam-
kuen yesterday backed his chief
secretary’s dismnissal of criticism of
the security operation for Vice-
Premier Li Kegiang's visit last week,
but told Henry Tang Ying-ven to

— meet the media to address their

complaints. » CITY €3>
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