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Extension of the Environmental Levy Scheme
on Plastic Shopping Bags
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Public Consultation in 2011
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Atte ded 20 meetmg sessions to exchange views with District Councils,
green groups, chambers of commerce and advisory bodies

Conducted atgl one surve
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Receiv ver 1 800 submissions
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Public Consultation in 2011
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eneral support forfull extension with covering including SMEs
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BYOB has taken root as a sustained shopping habit
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Request for operational details in clearer terms
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Proposed Way Forward
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No free distribution of PSBs in the retail sales of any goods
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emption applies in respect of food, drink, medicine or other items for

human or animal consumption unless securely segregated from the outside
environment
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Flat-top bags tE be added and covered under regulation
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Proposed Measures
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Retailers may retain the PSB charge; existing administrative requirements
to be removed
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Consider the mtroductlon of xed penalty
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Enhance public education to deepen our BYOB culture
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Key Issues
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Extensive use of non-woven bags
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arge to be retained by retailers
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ijemptlon for food hygiene reasons
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Extensive use of non-woven bags
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Some concerns about mcreased use of non-woven bagds and effectrveness
of the existing scheme
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Explained that the existing scheme is effective but we could more
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BYOB habit clearly brought about by the flrst phase of levy
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\Earrous data point to drastic reduced PSB use by 90% in the regulated sector
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Excessive PSB remains a problem in the non-regulated sector
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PSB charge 0 be retained by retailers
O ﬁ“ﬁﬁ r\ i_ @fﬁ,—: [\Jﬁ H = _ijijf
ost feasrble way wrth a streamlmed system to achieve full extension
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rrable SMEs to partlcrpate in the extended scheme (cf. newspaper
vendors)
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“Dual” appfoach not practrcable
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Exrstmg rgtarl outlets may cho J e to re register under new scheme
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New chain operators may retain the PSB charge whereas direct competitors under the
existing scheme have to remit to the Government
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PSB charge Eo be retained by retailers
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on compliance u |kely to be prevalent as the community extensively
practises BYOB
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Encourage onsumers to reject if retailers intend to sellthem PSBs
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Multl -pronged enforcement strategy: enhanced publicity, effective
inspections and a new fixed penalty system (under consideration)
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Definition of retailers
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Salerof goods (vs. service), to ultimate users (vs. wholesale buyers)
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Irre pectlve of business scale and product types
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Also includeservi e establishments wh n they are sell goods
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For example, the sale of hair products in hairdressers
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xemption for food hygiene reasons
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Exemption’common internationally; public su;Eport for puttlng |;L place
relevant arrangements in Hong Kong
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Indlcate exemption criteria, instead of prescribing exempted products (e.g.
lunch box) or packaging methods (e.g. one allowable wrapping layer)
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Directly wrapping food, drink, medicine or other items for human or animal consumption
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Also appllcable to packed food that is not securely segregated from outside
environment
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xemption for food hygiene reasons
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direct contact with “foodstuff”

emption applles ifi
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emption for food hygiene reasons
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Concerns about lunch box sufficiently addressed
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emption for food hygiene reasons
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Enhanced publicity to facilitate proper handling of other everyday situations
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