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Background H&

Legible food label with essential =
information of the product
appropriately marked would

assist consumers in making
informed choices

When food label is not properly =
designed, consumers may have
difficulty reading the labels for
information they require
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5.

Legal Provision ;%4

The trade can design the food label of =
their products

The Food and Drugs (Composition and =
Labelling) Regulations (Cap. 132W)
requires the following information to be
legibly marked on food label unless
otherwise exempted
Name of the food
List of ingredients (including ingredients,
allergenic substances and additives)
Indication of durability

Special conditions for storage or instruction of
use

Count, weight or volume

Name and address of manufacturer or packer
Nutrition label
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The Guidelines 55|
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Purpose HEHY

= To promote good practice
among the trade in providing
legible information on food
label

n Officers will also make
reference to the guidelines in
the interpretation of legibility
requirements of food label as
stipulated in the Food and
Drugs (Composition and
Labelling) Regulations (Cap
132W)
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Process Bf&

= Develop Draft Guidelines = BUERSS [BER

= Upload to website for = _EEHEEUEES
consultation (Dec 2011) (20114F12H)

= Consult Trade = EIES .
(Trade Consultation Forum, CGEFEEmE, SR TIE
Working Group on Nutrition ANAE 20115E12J% 20124F4H)
Labelling; Dec 2011- Apr 2012) N

o BEHERE ) \

= Consult consumers (/)%%%%:E HEHRE
(Consumer Council, consumer 20125254 H)
representatives; Feb-Apr 2012) N

(EEEEE
» - Revise Guidelines
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Comments received H&%B’\J%E]

" Comments from trade u %ﬁﬁﬁﬁ% :
o Recognize the importance of legible food o A EINE H*ﬁ_fﬁﬁﬂljﬁﬁﬁﬁzﬂljé
label 2

o Concerned about the type size requirement O %T?—ﬁ%j(d\gjz%%%ﬂi
o Have raised different views on the detailed o %Tﬁmﬁﬂ%ﬁKE%%

requirement
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L] Comments from consumers

o Font size should be specified (e.g., in
millimeter)

o Words should be clearly shown

== — 2

o There should be enough spacing between %%%& {TZF’EﬁFﬁE—&ﬁ
words and lines o Eﬂgi;,bg - -

o There should be good contrast between the © %t E”I F Egﬁiaé%g? A
type and the background. For example, %Eﬁ@%{ ' Eaﬁ_?ia%ggé
appropriate coloured background could be T &E ’“@

added to the label area when food label is it E/E REH
rinted on transparent plastic ba W EE PO
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Content of the Guidelines
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Principles]&HI|

Ensure the labels are DA I o B B [
legible A

Making reference to % B RS
practice and experience of " é%yb WIS Rt —
other jurisdictions FAEREITHCEEE
— most of the prepackaged Ve 5N AE

food products in Hong
Kong are imported

Taking traders’ and  BREEROHEENER
consumers’ comments into
consideration
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Font size ZZEE A /)N
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Measurement & {r

= Measurement in terms of millimeter o DIZSRIEFREMNE 28
= x-height for English o TSR x-S
= total height for Chinese n PR R S
" To tallywith common practics o o BUNEE BRI
. . . . w ERE (HEFSREREF
To avoid confusion (different height = o -
" ( 9 B R TR R )

of character of different font type
even with the same type size)

ascent ascender height

cap height

mean line  median

baseline i
descent descender height 5 Ef k] 7.: i ‘:P -'l\.r\
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Font, Point and Height =38 ~ BLEEd =&
Point Font Approximate Approximate
B Et total height (mm) x-height (mm)

REREE (2K | R x-mE (BK)

8 Garamond 2.9 11

Times New Roman 29 13

Arial 2.9 15

Comic Sans MS 2.8 15

Verdana 2.8 15

HreEe 2.6 -

HHEARS 2.6 -

1 18 2.5 -
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Font, Point and Height 7% « BE8
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Point Font Approximate Approximate
e Et total height (mm) | x-height (mm)
REEREE (B | K x5 (2K)
°K)
5 Garamond 1.8 0.7
Times New Roman 1.8 0.8
Arial 1.7 0.9
Comic Sans MS 1.7 0.9
Verdana 1.7 0.9
HrEHEE 1.7 -
HHBARS 1.7 -
ﬁ 454 1.6 : i
ebhladil

' .m hfety




Recommendation %

= In general,

o atleast 1.2mm x-height for
English text, and

o acomparable size for
Chinese text
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Recommendation %

L] When practically not feasible, such as:

o) Products in smaller package with a total
surface area of less than 400cm?

o Products that may be required to present other
information in addition to those required by HK
Laws, such as those required by international
standards or guidelines

o Infant formula and related food products that
may need to provide detailed nutrition
information and instruction for consumer use

Information presented in more than one
language, thus the font size has to be adjusted

Imported product with limited spacing for
affixing label with larger font size due to
, package constraints
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Recommendation %

The following minimum font size EEIERT  FRE TR E
should be provided: Z#F
English letters: 0.8mm x-height = Z3CFx-FERD0.8mm
o Minimum font size for small o ﬂﬂ%ﬁ@%ﬁ’l‘%ﬁ)ﬁd\@ﬁiﬁ
packing in Canada (bilingual label) HUB{EER
o Smallest font size requirement ° %E"Kﬂf * EE - IR BENZ
among EU, USA, Canada and PR R K
Australia
Chinese characters: 1.8mm R SRR S A EEE] 8mm
total height o PR &R RREK
o Smallest font size requirement
. among Mainland China and G
i = e P
"j’_r,“f“f_:!_: Taiwan 17 g“@ Eeutni for ||J_1_1I &iafeltu

Contrast, Spacing and Others
L ~ 22 R R A

: gﬁ BYRZH DL
L L LT LR “9 centre for Food Safety




...........

Good contrast f&EEHEER ]

Use all black or single = [FAJTTEYEERE o

dark colour type, printed 008 P o BT o

on a White or other E—E—i%@ﬁ@%ﬁ% ,

single light colour e -

contrasting background, ﬂE?J DEB@%$

whenever practical —=t -~ HEEH
e

It is also acceptable to EERVE =

do it vice versa as long w B AIRETE AR B

as the words are clearly T MR ETR ]

shown —
Bz
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Products packed in transparent

containers FEHARAENEY

For products packed in - ﬁﬁéuiﬁ%ﬁ%@%
transparent containers, the eV > R E
food label area should I EARZER -~ BEE
come with a non- HEbryE = - DR
transparent contrasting BHERE 22
background, so that the B (B A N

clarity of the label would
not be affected by the
colour or appearance of
the food.
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[ Enough spacing J&%y2=[d] ]

= Words and = FHEFRERE

characters should be T~ SRa)EEE

displayed in such a ] o DRy g e

eSS
: FIE] Br%é%/@é%

other or the lines and N

borders surrounding (UrAEHTES) >

or separating the %%Eéﬁ%ﬁ

information, if any
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[ Other Factors HtRZE ]

= The clarity of words s HAM O[T R
may be enhanced by A EmERY R Z=

other relevant factors

such as o [&EHFK
o appropriate font type o &Y EN R fiT
o suitable printing s
technology o (R SOEE ]
o non-reflective printing %%@
surface
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[ Examples %+ ]

= Good examples of legible food labels and examples
of llegible food labels will be included in the
guidelines for trade’s reference
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Way Forward Fijfi&
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Way Forward gijf& ]

= Discussionin = FHAMGINTLEE L
LegCo Panelon A& a¥ 4 KIg
Food Safety and wa} EEEEET
Environmental D
Hygiene in May THEF1F20124E5 A

= Expected to be TE NG
finalised in May
2012
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