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Runner collapses and
dies after finishing race

A 26-year-old man is Hong Kong’s first fatality
since 2006 in the Standard Chartered Marathon

Chan Kin-wa
kinwa.chan@scmp.com

A 26-year-old male runner collapsed
and later died in hospital after com-
peting in the half-marathon race yes-
terday, casting a pall over the city’s
biggest participatory sporting event.

A total of 38 runners were sent to
hospital for treatrent, with 10 being
released in the afternoon. Two other
runners-a24-year-oldwomananda
26-year-old man - were in critical
condition last night in Ruttonjee
Hospital, Wan Chai.

With a record 59,175 runners tak-
ing part in the Standard Chartered
Hong Kong Marathon, it was the first
fatality since 2006, when a man dieda
day after collapsing 13 kilometres
into the marathon.

- Despite yesterday’s tragedy, or-
ganising committee chairman Wil-
liam Ko Wai-lam said they would not

The runner is given first aid after
collapsing. Photo: Nora Tam

ask participants for medical approval
as a prerequisite for joining the com-
petition, which features the mara-
thon, half-marathon, 10-kilometre
and wheelchair events.

“It's not practical,” he said, “Even
ifarunner carries a medical approval,
no one can guarantee he would not
runinto trouble. Thereis alwaysapo-
tential risk in taking part in any sport-
ing event and any participant has to

take care of their own before they
start the race.

“Over the past two years, we have
launched many education pro-
grammes and clinics to provide the
participants with sufficient knowl-
edge about the marathon, including
alotof safety measures.”

Ko said emergency personnel
were quickly on the scene when the
runner collapsed 40 metres after the

- finishing line,

“We deployed over 600 medical
staff with 10 ambulances along the
course. There were also three medi-
cal officers, nurses and auxiliary
medical-services people at the finish.
We were able to provide quick on-
the-spot treatment after the runner
collapsed,” he said.

Lobo Louie Hung-tak, an asso-
ciate professor at Baptist University,
said many people did not train
enough before the race. “A runner
needs at least six months’ regular
practice before his body can getused
to a 21-kilometre race,” he said.

> 4-PAGE MARATHON SPECIAL: CITY
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Collapsed
marathon
runner used
false name

Man who competed

in the 10km race without
authorisation will

now be blacklisted

Lo Wel, Amy Nip and Chan Kin-wa

A Standard Chartered Hong Kong
Marathon participant whose run
landed him in hospital competed un-
der a friend’s name without official
authorisation.

Mok Yu-ming, 25, collapsed in
Victoria Park after finishing the 10-
kilometre race on Sunday and was
taken to Ruttonjee Hospital in Wan
Cha. His condition went from critical
to serious yesterday.

A woman who also fainted at the
end of the race, Cheung Wai-yee, 23,
went from critical to stable condition.

Mok’s personal information did
not match the number tag on his
T-shirt, which was registered under
the name of Wong Chun-kit.

Wong, 33, is believed to have been
in Shenzhen at the time of the race.

The organising committee con-
firmed last night that Mok had acted
asasubstitute for aregistered runner,

whom it did not name. A spokesman
had said earlier that the organisers
would be unable to claim third-party
insurance for injuries suffered by un-
official substitute runners,

A source said the organisers
would also blacklist both runners. If
Wong was found to be a professional
athlete, he would be disciplined by
the responsible sports association.

An internet search of their names
showed Mok competed in the mara-
thon in 2007, while Wong took part in
2006 and 2008. The race organisers
could not confirm the information.

Some runners described identity
checks for the marathon as lax, with
runners allowed to join as long as he
or she had a number tag.

Among the record 58,175 runners
this year, 38 were sent to hospitals. As
of last night, 12 were receiving treat-
ment, including Mok and Cheung.
Three were in serious condition,
eight were stable, and the condition
of the oldest patient, who is 89, was
declared satisfactory. :

A 26-year-old man died after fin-
ishing the half-marathon - the first
casualty since 2006.

Insurance-sector legislator Chan
Kin-por said third-party insurance,
which organisers are usually re-
quired to buy for big events, could be
claimed only when the organiserwas
responsible for the harm done.

For instance, if participants get
hurt by the collapse of a stage, the in-
surer could compensate them on the
organiser’s behalf. Only runners with
medical insurance would be com-
pensated for injury arising from a
previously unknown illness, Chan
said.
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