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EDT4| EDT| By He Huifeng

Bear-bile showdown, it's kill or cure

Drug farm's bid to launch IPO exposes crisis in traditional medicine as mainlanders rebel against animal cruelty. Now
stock market regulator must judge the mood Animal rights activists are pitted against supporters of traditional
Chinese medicine over plans by Gui Zhen Tang Pharmaceutical, one of the mainland's biggest producers of bear bile,
to launch an initial public offering (IPO) on the ChiNext stock exchange.

The controversial plans, which surfaced early last year, sparked renewed debate this month when the Fujian-based
company's name appeared on a list of those awaiting approval from the Growth Enterprise Board to trade on the
Shenzhen exchange.

The company, which uses bear bile to create more than 30 medicinal products, is hoping to use money raised through
the public listing to increase the number of bears it farms from 470 to 1,200.

It extracts the bile through holes cut into the abdominal walls and gall bladders of Asiatic black bears, also known as
moon bears because of the light crescent of fur on their chests.

Animal rights activists say the company's plans will result in the extension of a cruel and inhumane practice.

Bear-gall production is a highly profitable business on the mainland, where bear-bile powder can sell for as much as
4,000 yuan a kilogram. It has traditionally been regarded as the most effective medicine for disorders of the liver and
bile duct.

On Tuesday of last week, the Beijing Loving Animals Foundation and 72 celebrities, including movie stars and
writers, sent an open letter to the China Securities Regulatory Commission calling for the company's listing to be
scrapped.

And China SOS Help, another non-government animal rights organisation, announced that it had collected up to 120
million yuan (HK$148 million) with the aim of buying shares in the company and vetoing its bear-bile business.

Hong Kong-listed Alibaba also announced that bear bile had joined shark fin on its list of banned products on
Taobao.com, the mainland's biggest e-commerce platform.

An increasing number of internet users are also expressing strong opposition to the proposed listing. A poll on the
popular QQ.com website found that more than 93 per cent of more than 50,000 respondents opposed Gui Zhen Tang's
IPO and only 3 per cent supported it.

People have even dressed up in bear suits to protest outside some of Gui Zhen Tang's 200-odd mainland outlets and at
local government offices across the country.

Authorities have remained silent on the matter and Gui Zhen Tang had declined to comment until this week, when it
hosted visits to its bile farm in Fujian for mainland reporters on Wednesday. However, Hong Kong and foreign media

were not welcome, and reporters who were invited said it was a carefully choreographed event and they had not been
allowed to get near the bears.

A source close to the Shenzhen Stock Exchange said it was difficult to say whether the opposition would kill off the
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IPO - it all depended on those in charge of the plan. It was not clear this week when the exchange would announce its
decision on Gui Zhen Tang's application.

"If the protests become stronger, it's possible to force the regulator to kill the planned offering," he said.

The regulator's listing review committee rejected a record 65 companies in 2010, but most failed because of official
suspicions about their profit projections. If Gui Zhen Tang's offering is rejected, it would be the first on the mainland
to fail due to animal rights concerns.

Another company that produces medicines using bear bile, Shanghai's Kaibao Pharmaceutical, was listed in January
2010. It also planned to open its own bile farm but that plan was abandoned in the face of public opposition.

On its website, Gui Zhen Tang says it can collect bear bile in five to eight seconds "without causing the bears pain".

General manager Qiu Shuhua was quoted by mainland media last year stressing that the farming of bears and
production of bear-bile products was legal. She said the company's bile farms were like "a kindergarten for bears" and
that anyone opposing its IPO was "acting against the country".

However, Animals Asia Foundation (AAF), a Hong Kong-based charity that rescues bears from bile farms, said it
was a cruel industry that forced bears to live with open wounds. It says most die from liver cancer and many suffer
from severe mental stress.

"The long-standing wounds leave the bears subject to bacterial infection and disease," AAF spokeswoman Xu San
said. "The bile extracted from the sick black bears is very likely to carry a cancer cell, which could trigger health risks

when ingested by humans."

Jiang Qi, former deputy president of Shenyang Pharmaceutical University, said it was not necessary to use bear bile
in medicine because the effective ingredients were found in herbs and could even be produced synthetically.

In 2007, he led a team that used substitute ingredients to produce medicines that had the same properties as drugs
containing bear bile. However, authorities have yet to approve the sale of the substitute drugs.

The semi-official China Association of Traditional Chinese Medicine is Gui Zhen Tang's strongest supporter.

In a press release it described bear bile as irreplaceable in Chinese medicine. It went on to accuse Western groups
such as AAF of using the pretext of animal protection to oppose both mainland bear farms and the promotion of
valuable Chinese medicines in order to reduce the industry's competitiveness - to the benefit of Western

pharmaceutical companies.

It says hundreds of thousands of employees in the pharmaceutical sector would lose their jobs and the traditional
Chinese medicine market, worth 10 billion yuan a year, would die out if bear-bile farming was banned.

Other supporters of Gui Zhen Tang point out there are 123 types of Chinese medicine, produced by 183
pharmaceutical firms, that use bear-bile powder.

On the State Forestry Administration's website, bear bile is described as having been a cherished traditional Chinese
medicine for thousands of years, and one with a huge and profitable market, with the potential to be even bigger.

It has said that in 2006 the mainland had 68 registered bear farms that kept about 8,000 black bears for bile extraction.
But there are also many illegal, underground bear farms spread across the country.

Animal rights activists have called for the free-drip method of bile extraction to be banned.

"The only useful and practical way is to cancel the regulation that permits the torturing of bears to extract their bile,"
Xu said.
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CITY4| CITY]| By Johnny Tam

Protesters march for ban on trade in bear bile

More than 200 animal lovers took to the streets yesterday to protest against the international trade in the bile of the
Asian black bear.

They called on the government to take the lead on a nationwide ban on the use of bear bile in traditional medicine.

Organised by the animal rights group Animal Earth, the demonstration showed its support for legislation prohibiting
the import of bear bile into Hong Kong and its opposition to the initial public offering of the bile-employing Fujian -
based company Gui Zhen Tang Pharmaceutical on the Shenzhen Stock Exchange.

Hong Kong should take advantage of its legislative system to become a role model opposing animal cruelty and
saving the bears, Animal Earth chief officer David Wong Kai-yan said.

Among the protesters was Civic Party lawmaker Audrey Eu Yuet-mee. She raised a formal question in the Legislative
Council last Wednesday on whether the government would legislate to ban all trade and sales of Chinese medicines
made from bile, a digestive juice stored in the bear's gall bladder.

I have written to the government to ask them to follow up on the issue and, at least in my remaining term, I will
continue to fight for the banning of any substance that contains bear bile in Hong Kong, Eu said.

According to the Food and Health Bureau, medical products containing bear bile can only be sold with government
permission. The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department said there was no application for import of bile-
related products in 2011. But information on how many such products are sold each year and the number of traders
who are engaged in the trading bear bile is not available.

Thousands of Asian black bears, also known as moon bears, are kept caged for their entire lives in farms on the
mainland and in Southeast Asia.

They are forced to wear breastplates to keep the wounds cut into their abdominal walls and gall bladders permanently
open for daily collection of bile. But Chu Kwok-tung, a registered Chinese-medicine practitioner, said there were
substitutes for bear bile, such as chrysanthemum, which were just as effective. Copyright (c) 2012. South China
Morning Post Publishers Ltd. All rights reserved.

NEARTE: 201204020271052

AASLSERINTE T IR « AP 2 AR AR R / KRR R ANEE - IR TR - DRSS - 3R - T ERBEEAS - RERA AR
IR -

1

sRE AR ] BT (852) 2948 3888 EEREIR: sales@wisers.com 4FE: hitp://www.wisers.com
SRENEATRAE (2012) - FEFTE - BIEINE -

http://wisesearch.wisers.net/wortal/tool.do?_&all-articles—input-enable= 26/4/2012




4
T

3
gt
O]

IEGTE  &F TR, RoR g1l E1/2

A

IEEHCE  &F AR ORI
s sk 3k sk sk 3k ok ok ok ok ok Ok ok ok kok ok

MTRSE (ZA-HAR) EIAE e E A5 8RER
VIR R R RSB EETE -

MR

I H A REREE ST AT TIEFEHNE , A9J5E - BREERRIE T
i:ri;{jigc% s S HEEIR ST - IR E T EB R - Bt BURHG

(—) TR A 2/ E SR b A S S RSB © B AR P
S TS | TR | AR - SR B
% EEBE ST IR RS MR a AR

(Z) BEISAEES DR ERER - BERMESHIMER T EEN |
EENREPEAEMEL TERINE  TORBEETPEEN BRI 5FE
Bofi] 3 BEARRER > RERM » §EERTEMREIARMEN

(=) REBBTAR > AT ED KOS A ARIER IR P EEN ~ Tk
AR EEMRAEGEAEORHOLL TERRNE | FARMAY
RS~ SRR ARREEE S - BRI 0 R BN - R R
FEEREHOERTARERN » &

(M) §EILEZIER ~ D - BERAEL TERRREE ) FARNK
OLSE i

T
R

TEAHEE O S REIE R o rIEEN ~ PREERAERE M > 2 (RS
BEYERRG]) (BEEHIESSeE) Bl o (REFEEEYVERR
By SERE BT (BEHEPEYEREZZSAN) (B4) - 24
R B B RIB S S BB R B REE I - IR BIERIR B (a8
& B A BIEYIIE - TEfREF A BHE BRI ER N SRR R 528
=

=

FLHEC ~ fEE5 3 ~ O - BHOSERTIAENTR % L 1YE
MR RS - ShR > HEOETEY (BEEY) - 39% (ke
SREEMEYYERRB]) B -

HES - PSRBT EGYE - Mo BN ENTSR] B
BUFITERTSRIT - FiE ((REEsEEahiafElRe]) ~ SISk (AR
A& > HEC - fe00ES i - HO - BHRONERFEERR—KCHEE
2 1] o OISR TYRERR T IVEERT - PR R E LB » JUE AT
BRE B HY A KA RS - AR ORI N BB - ABHOXSY)

5 o BIESES R AR A AAE R R IR PlEE -

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/ general/201203/28/P201203280255.htm 8/5/2012




EEERE  &H TRENE ) oy hEE H2/2

(PBREERGI) (FAEEBIES49E) sTHATT & TS E RV E M
WEEF » FETEARED - BUSTISNE o PRlEES TIRSEE - WAL
BRI R ~ O RSB E T & AR S O T P RHETHY
SEEK - BFETA0E PSR TREIE ) B BRI -

ghrR M T 0 (PEEEERRG]) EEBEE HAY DA R R 15
ffsRopy - HaEHO - EH - #ERHERES > THRIE, K TERIEY
B D AEEM T AN AN & - ALY -

1

oG

2012F3A28H (EH=)
FEIFE 1 2070 6 57

http://www.info. gov.hk/gia/general/201203/28/P201203280255 .htm 8/5/2012




	hs0514cb2-1928-7-c
	hs0514cb2-1928-7a-ec
	hs0514cb2-1928-7b-c



