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Police under
fire for delay
in disclosing
stabbings

Lo Wei
wei.lo@scmp.com

Police have been criticised for taking
six days to warn the public about a
series of stabbing attacks in Tseung
Kwan O last week.

Four men were attacked in sepa-
rate incidents on the night of October
2-3, yet officers only released details
at a briefing yesterday after newspa-
per reports of the incidents.

The victims, aged 18 to 56, suffered
cuts to theirarms and backs and were
sent to Tseung Kwan O Hospital. All
except the 18-year-old have been dis-
charged. Kwun Tong district crime

squad is hunting a man of medium
build aged 25 to 35, police say.

Chief Inspector Kam She-ming
said the victims were stabbed from
behind with a 30cm-long knife.

Sai Kung district councillor Chan
Kai-wai said yesterday: “Rumours re-
garding the attacks have been circu-
lating in online forums and among
residents in the neighbourhood for a
week, but we got no information
from the police. Residents are wor-
ried as the victims seemed to have
been attacked for no reason.”

A spokeswoman for the journal-
ists’ Association said the police had
put public safety at risk. “The police
are obliged to let the public know
about the cases because the cases ob-
viously involved public interest.”

Theassociation said it would write
the police public relations branch.

When asked why the police had
not alerted the public, Kam said a re-
ply would be given later. IHe said
police had strengthened patrols,
combining uniformed and plain-
clothes officers in a special operation
to track down the attacker.
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CRIME

Man arrested
over series of
stabbing attacks

Suspect held while victim recalls attack and
watchdogs ask police to explain warning delay

Simpson Cheung
simpson.cheung@scmp.com

A man was arrested last night after a
series of stabbing attacks on pedestri-
ans in Tseung Kwan O last week.

, The 31-year-old was arrested at
10.25pm in a flat in Tak Chak House
on the Hau Tak Estate, where one of
the attacks took place, then taken to
Tseung Kwan O Police Station and
held for questioning.

Meanwhile, one victim said last
night that police knew about the
attacks no later than Wednesday, five
days before they warned the public
that a possibly deranged assailant
was on the loose.

Chan Tsz-kin, 18, spoke last night
about his shocking experience in Po
Lam, which left him with four stab
wounds including a 20cm-long gash
to his left arm. He told the police
about the attack on Wednesday.

Chan told Commercial Radio he
was inside a tunnel near King Lam
Estate in Po Lam on his way to meet
friends shortly after midnight on the
morning of Monday, October 3,
when he felt a sensation on his back.
“I thought it was my friends. ButI had
been stabbed,” he said.

He turned around to see a man
wearing a cap, a facemask, a wind-
breaker and jeans and holdinga bon-
ing knife.

“He looked as if he had mental
problems,” Chan said.

“1 stood still, I could not respond
and he stabbed me swiftly twice
more,” he said. A final stab made a
deepwound that exposed the bone of
his left arm.

Chan shouted at the man, who

fled when he saw a couple approach-
ing. The couple called the police.

The youth was taken to Tseung
Kwan O Hospital, where police visit-
ed him on Wednesday. An officer told
him there had been three similar
attacks on the night he was stabbed.

Chan thought there would be
some media coverage of his case, but
in fact nothing was published until
Sunday.

Both the Hong Kong Journalists
Association (HKJA) and Human

I stood still,

I could not
respond and

he stabbed me
swiftly twice more

CHAN T5Z-KIN, STABBING VICTIM

Rights Monitor expressed disap-

pointment about the police delay in
warning the public about the attacks.
The HKJA has written to Police Com-
missioner Andy Tsang Wai-hung
asking for an explanation.

A police spokesman pledged to
investigate the matter, saying police
had not intended to cover up the as-
saults. “We appreciate the public’s
concern about these cases,” he said.
“We will condtict a review of the
operation, with a view to securing a
balance between the public’s right to
know and police operational needs.”
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Molester at large, police warn - days late again

Simpson Cheung
simpson.cheung@scmp.com

Police were criticised again for delay-
ing to tell the public about a criminal
atlarge —this time after two sexual as-
sault cases in Kwun Tong, involving
four girls. A week ago police were
slow in disclosing a series of knife
attacks in Tseung Kwan O.

Yesterday, police said a man, still
at large, was suspected of molesting
the girls, aged 12 to 17. The alleged of-
fences took place on Tuesday mom-
ing outside Tsui Ping Market on Tsui
Ping Road and on Wednesday after-
noon outside Tsui Nam House in
Tsui Ping North Estate,

The first two victims reported to
police immediately while the other
two reported on Thursday.

Police appealed for information
on the man, said to be in his 60s, 1.6
metres tall, thin and bald. He was
wearing a blue jacket and jeans.

Mak Yin-ting, chairwoman of the
Journalists Association, said it was

unacceptable that pelice had once -

again delayed, and demanded an ex-
planation and apology.

“Police should be sanctioned,”
she said. “They are simply ignoring
the safety of residents. Sexual vio-
lence cases have a very great impact
on women. Cases should be an-
nounced immediately so that other
residents can take precautions.”

Shesaid if police had disclosed the
case on Tuesday, the second one
might have been prevented.

Police were criticised for taking six
days to warn about a series of knife
attacks in Tseung Kwan O, in which
four people were injured this month.
Just one day after announcing the

They are éimply
ignoring the safety
of residents

MAK YIN-TING, JOURNALISTS ASSOCIATION

cases, police arrested a 31-year-old
man with the help of information
provided by residents.

Mak said this was a typical exam-
ple of how residents could help.

A police spokesman said they had
combined the two sexual assault
cases after analysing and investigay-
ing the details on Friday. He said
police had kept close communica-
tion with relevant schools and re-
minded the pupils to be alert. They
had also enhanced patrolling.

Mak said the association would
meet senior police at the end of this
month to discuss the way the force
reported criminal cases.

Anyone with information should
call Kwun Tong police on 2709 8212.
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Not all assaults should be
made public, police say

Police, under fire for delays in the
reporting of assaults to the public,”
might decide not to publicise certain
cases, such as indecent assautts,
rapes and kidnaps, after “carefully
considering” how to balance the
public’s right to know, operatlonal
deployment and privacy protection,

a spokesman said.
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CRIME

S.C.M.P.

Police respond to criticism with PR blitz

Simpson Cheung
simpson.cheung@scmp.com

Under-fire police chiefs are to hire
more public relations staff in res-
ponse 1o a wave of criticism over de-
lays in the disclosure of information
about two alleged serial crimes.

Further evidence of a more liberal
disclosure policy came yesterday
when the number of crime news re-
ports emanating from the force's
Police Public Relations Branch, or the
PPRB, increased substantially from
about10aday to more than 200 items
yesterday. Police failed to tell the
public promptly about a series of
knife attacks in Tseung Kwan O and
two sexual molestation cases in
Kwun Tong involving four school
students this month.

Despite the deluge of crime re-
ports to media outlets yesterday, the
number of frontline information offi-
cers at the PPRB handling media en-

quiries remained at three to four per. .

shift. Police Commissioner Andy
Tsang Wai-hung said yesterday the
force would hire more contract staff
for the PPRB this year and review the

way it releases information to see if
improvements can be made. “There
may be times that we may be seen as
not responding quick enough {to in-
form the public about crime), but
hope members of the public would
appreciate there are other factors
that are equally important in safe-
guarding the public interest,” he said,

These included victims' privacy,
public safety and case investigations.

A police spokeswoman said there
were 29 information officers at-
tached to the bureau and the police
would hire four more on contracts to
cope with the added workload. Ofthe

news jtems released yesterday, some
were sent to the media within 20 min-
utes of the incidents - in line with the
force’s service pledge. But most did
not meet this deadline. They ranged
from the discovery of asnake to a fire,
traffic accidents and deception, as-
sault and theft cases; and included
basic details such as the time and
place of incidents. But supplemen-
tary written information was not re-
leased to the media after initial inves-
tigations and reporters seeking fur-
ther details by phone ended up jam-
ming the PPRB hotline.

- Police began releasing crime
newsontheinternetin 2004, when its
communications system went digi-
tal.. Before that, reporters could ob-
tain first-hand crime news via the
police radio signal. ,

Journalists Association chair-
woman Mak:Yin-ting said the force
may be releasing more crime news,
but it was still only a fraction of the
daily incidents. “They are police and
information officers.  On what
grounds can they decide what'’s
news?” she said. The association has
again written to Tsang calling for all
cases to be released to the media.

I10T-01-1C : HE H




#z : S.C.M.P A :26-10-2011

Police slow
to warn

of flashers,
parents say

Simpson Cheung
simpson.cheung@scmp.com

The police are again being criticised
for being slow to warn the public of
crimes, this time a series of flashing
incidents in which men have
exposed themselves to schoolgirls in
Sau Mau Ping, Kwun Tong,

The incidents happened between
September 15 and last Wednesday
and the girls’ schools told police
about the incidents last Friday.

But police revealed details only
yesterday. Kai Ping-chung, chairman
of the Federation of Parent Teacher
Associations in Kwun Tong District,
said police should inform the public
about such incidents so that parents
and schools can take precautions.

He also said the girls should have
been quicker to report the incidents.
Kai added: “They might have been
too frightened, or did not think
reporting to the police would help.
But if they had reported this to the
police earlier, there would not have
been so many incidents.”

Police had informed schools in
the district and asked teachers to
remind students to be alert, he said.

The force has come under fire
recently for being slow to warn the
public about a series of knife attacks
in Tseung Kwan O and two sexual
molestation cases in Kwun Tong,

The first two flashing incidents
took place on September 15 and 22.
The man fled after exposing himself
to two Form Four girls near Lee
Cheung House, Shun Lee Estate.

On October 4 and October 19, a
man exposed himself to the same
Form Four gitl on both days, at a car
park in Hong Ning Road.

In the next case, on October 18, a
man exposed himself to several girls
at a park in Hong Lee Road.

Finally, on October 19, a Form
One girl encountered a flasher in Hip
Wo Street near United Hospital.

Atabout7pm lastnight, a 64-year-
old man was arrested after he had
allegedly exposed himself to a wom-
an in Ko Chun Court in Yau Tong.
The woman’s husband chased the
man and caught him. Officers are in-
vestigating whether he is connected
to recent cases in the nearby areas of
Kwun Tong and Sau Mau Ping,
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Press Releases

Man charged with wounding
ERE R R R R R E R EEEEEEEEEEEEEES

Police today (October 12) charged a 31l-year-old man, who was
in suspected connection with four wounding cases in Tseung Kwan
0O, with wounding.

Police received reports from October 2 evening to October 3
morning that four men were attacked by a knife-wielding man in
the vicinity of Po Lam Shopping Centre, King Lam Estate, Yan King
Road and Hau Tak Shopping Centre respectively. The four victims,
aged between 18 and 56, sustained back and arm injuries and were
sent to Tseung Kwan O Hospital for treatment. They were later
discharged from hospital.

After extensive investigation, Police arrested the 31-year-
0old man in the evening of October 10 outside his residence at Tak

Chak House of Hau Tak Estate.

The man was charged with wounding and will appear at Kwun
Tong Magistrates' Courts tomorrow (October 13).

Police Report No.35

Ends/Wednesday, October 12, 2011
Issued at HKT 19:49
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