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Hong Kong, 9 February 2012

Chair and Members

Panel on Transport of the Legislative Council
Legislative Council Complex

1 Legislative Council Road, Central, Hong Kong
panel t@legco.gov.hk

Re: Overloading Hong Kong’s road network 7 #53E % 18 &k
Honorable Andrew CHENG Kar-foo,

After overloading our hospitals, our Government is now looking to overload our road network with cross-
boundary vehicles and this will affect far more people than the shortage of maternity ward beds.
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Hong Kong has a short 2,000km road network with the highest density of vehicles only after Monaco. Over
3 decades we carefully crafted a transport policy with rail as the backbone to steer the city clear of the grid
lock it suffered in the 1970s. The number of vehicles has been stable in Hong Kong, except for the private
cars which have jumped by 20% over the last five years. As a result traffic congestion is increasing and the
average journey speed has dropped to 24.9km in Kowloon and 21.3km on Hong Kong Island.
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With the decision to build a cheap vehicle-only bridge rather than a rail link to Macao and Zhuhai, the
pressure is on to open up Hong Kong to the mainland’s large fleet of vehicles. Mainland private cars and
coaches will join the queues of vehicles trying to get into Mong Kong, the tip of Kowloon, Hung Hom,
Kowloon Bay, North Point, Causeway Bay, Wanchai, Central, Sheung Wan, Repulse Bay and Stubbs Road.
Building more highways and bypasses in and to Hong Kong will only add more cars faster to the queues as
we simply can’t absorb more cars in our dense urban areas.
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Touring visitors may not mind being stuck in traffic while sightseeing, but Hong Kong residents will pay the
price as they will have to spend more time in traffic just to get essential things done: doctor visits, helping
out family, being in time for exams, ..
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More importantly, every day 80% of Hong Kong’s residents walk to transport, work, school, and shopping,
and that will become even less convenient. To cater for more vehicles so—called road improvements will
further deteriorate the walkability of Hong Kong. Forget pavement widening or fixing intermittent
footpaths, Hong Kong will see more street crossings removed, and more guard railings, footbridges and
subways built to stop pedestrians from impeding the flow of traffic, all resulting in crowding of footpaths,
mind numbing tunnels, detours and level changes, and more roadside air and noise pollution.
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Mainland vehicles, not mainlanders, are the problem. The short sighted policy of vehicle-based tourism is
an invasive pest that will harm this city well after the powers who decided to do so have left office.
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Differentiation of local and non-resident vehicles is done in other cities by having different parking
charging schemes for residents. That may not be feasible in Hong Kong where most off-street parking is
owned privately. The alternative for Hong Kong is to use electronic road pricing and giving mainland drivers
a strong financial incentive to park their car at the border crossing and to ride public transport. To make
Hong Kong livable and to minimize the cost for residents, we need a system in place for managing growth
of the fleet of cars using our roads, before we open the borders to more cars from the Mainland.
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Yours sincerely,
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Paul Zimmerman

CEO

Designing Hong Kong Limited
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